
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Friends,  
 
There is something refreshingly ónormalô about our Newsletter content this week, which is full of reports of 
safe pupil activity and progress, reflecting the amazing range and variety of experience on offer for our 
pupils. My congratulations to all pupils for the very positive way in which they have engaged with their 
classes and activities ï I feel as if some really good learning rhythms are being embedded and this will 
help everyone to success this term. 
 
We are hosting our virtual Open Day tomorrow morning and, as part of this, our own super-creative media 
team has produced a video introduction to the School, which was filmed last week by our Year 13 Media 
students. My thanks to Ella Westland, Hannah Cable, Izzy Yard, Lily Payne and Jack Burton for helping to 
bring this together, and to Ms Groves and Mr Dear for their guidance and advice. The video is available to 
view here. 
 
A great deal of thought and work has been completed in preparation for Royal Russell Black History 
Month which begins next week. Further information regarding this important event is included within this 
newsletter. The quote on the newsletter page from the Library is from óInspire and be Inspiredô by Lemm 
Sissay, who is chancellor of the University of Manchester. It is really worth taking a little time to reflect on 
the messages within this piece and also in engaging with other events and activities which will be running 
in School. 
 
Year 11 have been working through a range of assessments this week which will help their teachers to 
gain a deeper understanding of how they can support each pupil to successful outcomes next summer. 
Next week, Year 13 pupils will be completing their own assessments as they move forward with their               
university decisions and with the completion of their UCAS forms. 
 
Year 7 enjoyed being outdoors in the sunshine for their Team Building Day on Monday, which helped 
them to think about the new friendships they are making within their tutor groups and classes.   
 
It has been great to see some of the stunning work of the Year 7 Science Projects on Cells, which are also 
included later in this newsletter. 
 
Next Tuesday 29 September, Year 7 Parents will have the chance to meet with tutors to catch up on              
progress at their óMeet the Tutorô event. This will also include workshops on Firefly for Parents, iPads and 
Blended Learning, Online Safety and Social Media. 
 
As well as some great work in curriculum subjects, we have also seen many of our activities programme 
restarting including the CCF, Model United Nations, Music Ensembles and Food Clubs. 
 
COVID-19 Update 
 
Pupils have been very impressive in adapting to the wearing of face            
coverings in our corridors and communal spaces, I congratulate them 
for making óHands, Face, Spaceô a priority and helping to keep                
everyone in the Royal Russell community safe.  
 
On Tuesday, in my last COVID-19 update, I set out our plans for our       
response should we have a positive COVID-19 test result within the 
Royal Russell staff or pupil community. 
 
In this case, I know you will appreciate that it will take time to establish 
the close contact of any individual within the School, we may therefore 
ask the entire Year Group bubble to self-isolate for one day in the first                   
instance, whilst we confirm the direct and extended close contacts. 
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https://youtu.be/6yD9rVnhW84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzZs1w3NWzg


 

Those identified as close contacts would then be asked to self-isolate for 14 days whilst other pupils who 
are not close contacts would be permitted to return to School. 

The NHS has produced some guidance to help parents understand when their child can and cannot             
attend school which you may find useful here. 

We have also been asked to make you aware of this letter from NHS Test and Trace. 

May I take this opportunity to ask you to remind your children of the following points:  

1. the importance of a thorough hand hygiene routine.  

2. the importance of mask wearing, both according to our in-school protocols and also for those using 
public transport to and from the School. We have been advised this week by a member of the public 
that a small number of Royal Russell pupils using public buses have been observed not wearing 
masks for their journeys.   

3. the importance of maintaining appropriate distance from all members of staff and pupils outside of 
their immediate Year Group óbubbleô. 

With best wishes, 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Hutchinson  

Headmaster 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/921529/Letter_to_parents_v2_with_signatures_23rd_FE_update_final_final_VB.pdf


We are delighted to announce the opening of our Science Block Extension. This spacious building                
features lots of  light and state of the art facilities for our growing cohort of pupil scientists. 
 
As a result of increasing pupil numbers and a demand for STEM our Governors commissioned a                    
feasibility study into how the new facilities would complement the other buildings on our 120 acre site. 
 
CLArchitects innovatively balanced the modern facilities with our historic building and MCS                         
Construction  delivered the amazing results! 
 
Our pupils have been enjoying the classrooms and laboratories since the start of this term and they are a 
fantastic addition to our School community.  

Science Block Extension  


