
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Forming a strong sense 
of identity and purpose

Grades 6–8



Conf idence.  Leadership. 
Engagement.  Throughout 
Middle School  at  Providence 
Day,  students experience 
developmentally  appropriate 
oppor tunities to cultivate 
their  passion for  learning 
and appreciation for  the 
ar ts ,  athletics,  and the 
world around them.

OUR MISSION

Providence Day School  exists to inspire in  i ts  students 
a passion for  learning ,  a  commitment to personal 
integr i t y,  and a sense of  social  responsibi l i t y.

Leadership
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Global  Curriculum
As a school  with a global  emphasis ,   our  curr iculum is infused 
with a global  perspective across discipl ines.  S tudents may 
take advantage of  oppor tunit ies for  wor ld travel  including a 
Middle School  conference with Round Square International . 
Adding to the Mandar in Chinese,  French,  and Spanish introduced 
in Lower School ,  students may also choose from Latin and 
German as they continue their  studies in Middle School . 

Equity & Inclusion
Providence Day School  understands that  valuing diversi t y 
is  the key to global  c i t izenship.  We bel ieve in developing 
within our  students an abi l i t y  to appreciate and value 
the dif ferences among people in  our  school  communit y, 
as wel l  as those in the larger  wor ld around us.

The Of f ice of  Equit y  and Inclusion suppor ts and fosters a school 
communit y that  ref lects the increasing diversi t y  in  our  nat ion and 
the wor ld ,  with an appreciat ion for  the r ich var iet y of  cul tures , 
re l igions ,  races ,  sexual  or ientat ions ,  socioeconomic backgrounds, 
countr ies of  or igin ,  languages,  and other  cul tural  identi f iers that 
add to the strength of  our  communit y.  We are commit ted to act ively 
cul t ivat ing an inclusive environment that  champions dif ference 
while  highl ight ing our  similar i t ies through dialogue and curr iculum. 

∙  World historical eras and trends, forces of historical change
∙  The impact of geography on the understanding of local, 
   regional, and global issues
∙  Ideological paradigms
∙  Economic systems and globalization
∙  Political systems and political change
∙  Social structures and social change
∙  Cultural expressions through art, literature, and music
∙  Major religious orientations
∙  Contemporary norms and values of major cultures: U.S., 
   China, India, Russia, Iran, South Africa, Nigeria, Israel, Turkey, 
   Germany, Brazil, Mexico, or other important country/cultures
∙  Global ecosystems and environmental impact
∙  Proficiency in a world language

NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE

Creativity   ∙   Innovation   ∙   Critical Thinking      
Problem Solving   ∙    Communication   ∙   Collaboration      
Information Literacy   ∙   Media Literacy      
Information and Communication Technology Literacy

ESSENTIAL SKILLS

Empathy   ∙   Open-mindedness   ∙   Humility   ∙   Confidence
Courage   ∙   Patience   ∙   Selflessness   ∙   Self-motivation
Respect for self and others   ∙   Perseverance
Conscientiousness   ∙   Integrity

CHARACTER DISPOSITIONS



ARTS
Band; Chorus; Orchestra; Theatre; 
Tech Theatre; Visual Arts

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Applications; 
Web Design; Computer 
Programming; Robotics

ENGLISH
English and Creative 
Writing – 6, 7, and 8

HISTORY
Ancient History; U.S. History; 
Global History; Global 
Perspectives elective

MATH
Multiple tracks including: 
Math 6, 7, 8; pre-Algebra; 
Algebra 1; Advanced Algebra 
1; Personal Finance elective

SCIENCE
Science 6, 7, 8; Introduction 
to Engineering 6; Engineering 
the Future 7-8; Global 
Environmental Issues 7-8

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
/ HEALTH
Full year (6,7) and 
semester (8) classes

WORLD LANGUAGE
Mandarin Chinese; French; 
Spanish; German; Latin

Social  Responsibil ity
Social  responsibi l i t y  is  woven throughout the curr iculum at 
Providence Day.  We emphasize cult ivat ing a sense of  connection 
to our  communit y and the wor ld ,  and tak ing act ion to improve 
the l ives of  others.  In  Middle School ,  students exper ience 
par tnerships with three Char lot te-Mecklenburg Schools:

•  6th Grade:  Movement School  K indergar ten buddies

• 7th Grade:  Winter f ie ld Elementar y Fi rst  Grade buddies

• 8th Grade:  Wi lson STEM Academy par tnership

Honor Code
All  students are evaluated on the basis of  their  own 
accomplishments ,  and they must trust  that  al l  other  students 
are evaluated l ikewise.  To assure such knowledge and trust ,  an 
Honor Code has been establ ished with the pr imar y purpose being 
the creat ion of  an atmosphere of  opt imum learning and trust , 
not  one of  suspicion.  The honor pledge states:  “On my honor,  I 
p ledge that  I  have nei ther  given nor received help on this work .” 

Curriculum
Student-teacher re lat ionships are at  the hear t  of  the Providence 
Day exper ience and bui ld connections that  last  a l i fet ime. 
S tudents round out  a strong core curr iculum of  Engl ish , 
Science,  Math ,  Histor y,  and Physical  Education with e lect ives 
in topics ranging from Global  Issues and Creative Wri t ing to 
STEM courses and study of  the v isual  or  per forming ar ts .



7TH GR ADE:

The 7th grade class continues to exper ience empathetic 
design as an end-of-year capstone project .  S tudents 
work in teams with a facult y  faci l i tator  to address the 
overal l  theme of  inclusion.  Ul t imately,  students wil l  be 
chal lenged to design or  create an act ion ,  product ,  or 
exper ience that  makes our c i t y  or  state more inclusive. 

To jump-star t  the capstone,  we invi te e leven Communit y Par tners 
to be a par t  of  this  exper ience with students.  Our Communit y 
Par tners represent a wide range of  exper iences and perspectives 
centered around the theme of  inclusion.  S tudents choose a 
Communit y Par tner  and wil l  work col laborat ively  in  a small 
group to design a possible communit y solut ion for  them.

8TH GR ADE:

Eighth grade students take par t  in  a capstone project  dur ing 
the winter  exam per iod.  The 8 th grade capstone connects to 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals ( https://
sustainabledevelopment .un.org/sdgs) .  S tudents rank topics that 
are inspir ing to them, and groups are made from those rankings. 

F irst ,  they research and def ine a problem they want to solve 
re lated to their  UN topic ,  then evaluate an exist ing solut ion to this 
problem. Then,  they design an exper ience for  younger students 
that  helps them understand the complexi t y  of  this  issue.  Not 
only do we want to give students a chance to think more deeply 
about wor ld issues ,  we also want to use this oppor tunit y  to help 
students develop their  col laborat ion and communication sk i l ls .

Capstone

6TH GR ADE:

The 6th grade capstone is  a col laborat ive ,  problem-solv ing 
exper ience in which students are engaged in the design of  real-
wor ld solut ions based around the theme of  “bui lding communit y.” 

Six th graders take par t  in  var ious act iv i t ies designed with 
“communit y-bui lding” in  mind.  Six th graders are introduced 
to six  sub-themes on our campus:  bui lding relat ionships , 
healthy l iv ing ,  environmental  responsibi l i t y,  digi tal  c i t izenship, 
t radit ions ,  and equit y  and inclusion.  Sor ted by students’ 
choices ,  teams of  approximately  ten students are created.  The 
goal  for  each team is to design a product ,  pol icy,  or  exper ience 
that  posit ively  impacts the PD communit y.  Some of  these 
designs have become a par t  of  our  middle school  cul ture.



Technology
Students in al l  Middle School  grades are provided with 
a school- issued iPad to help with schoolwork ,  research , 
and many other  resources as they continue to become 
digi tal  c i t izens.  Facult y  use the technology in dif ferent 
ways to enhance the curr iculum and instruct ion.

Innovation
At Providence Day,  innovation goes far  beyond the use of 
technology,  and is  woven into ever y aspect  of  teaching 
and learning.  In  Middle School ,  students might  f ind 
themselves in the Makerspace,  learning 3D pr int ing ,  laser 
cut t ing ,  or  other  hands-on ways to solve problems. 

PD is  home to The Center  for  the Ar t  and Science of  Teaching , 
Learning ,  and Entrepreneurship,  led by a three-member 
team consist ing of  the Director  of  Digi tal  Integrat ion and 
Innovation;  a  Design Strategist ;  and a Communit y S trategist . 
The team is deployed by facult y  and administrators across the 
organizat ion whenever requested ,  to address chal lenges and 
encourage development of  new concepts.  The Center  has been 
recognized national ly  as a center  for  innovation by organizat ions 
including the National  Associat ion of  Independent Schools .

Providence Day has kind of raised 
me.... I think that it’s been really 

impactful for me as a person. I’ve grown up 
here. It’s seen me through everything.

Lizzie Campbell, Class of 2019



Clubs & Activit ies
Middle School  of fers a wide var iet y of  c lubs that  promote 
leadership and col laborat ion while  al lowing students to 
explore their  talents and interests beyond the classroom. 

From Model  U.N.  to Bat t le  of  the Books to Ar t  Club to the Middle 
School  play or  musical  to ex tracurr icular  STEM clubs and Student 
Counci l ,  we place an emphasis on al lowing students the room 
to uncover new passions ,  strengths ,  and leadership sk i l ls . 

Seventh and eighth graders may par t ic ipate in  a var iet y of 
spor ts .  Ser v ice learning is  also emphasized ,  and the great 
major i t y  of  our  students par t ic ipate in  ser v ice act iv i t ies .

Arts
We are commit ted to nur tur ing creat iv i t y  and conf idence at 
al l  levels of  learning.  Comprehensive exposure to v isual  ar ts , 
music ,  and theatre is  essential  to the complete educational 
exper ience for  each student .  TK-12th grade students are 
encouraged to f ind and pursue their  passions.  Middle School 
students may take v isual  ar ts ,  band,  chorus ,  str ings ,  theatre , 
or  technical  theatre e lect ives ,  and each year they have the 
oppor tunit y  to audit ion for  a musical  theatre production.

Athletics
Par t ic ipat ion in the Providence 
Day athlet ic  program provides 
student-athletes with the 
oppor tunit y  to pursue excel lence, 
bui ld long-last ing relat ionships , 
and grow both physical ly  and 
emotional ly.  Seventh and 
eighth graders may par t ic ipate 
in  a var iet y of  team spor ts .

Go Chargers!



Alumni Oppor tunities
Providence Day School  cul t ivates i ts  v ibrant  network of 
more than 4 ,0 0 0 alumni  who keep in touch v ia social  and 
network ing oppor tunit ies ,  and assist  Upper School  students 
in their  col lege select ion process.  A lumni  parents remain a 
par t  of  the school  family.  Once a Charger,  A lways a Charger !

Parent Oppor tunities
All  Providence Day parents are members of  the Parents’ 
Associat ion ,  whose mission is  to work with the school  to 
foster  an engaged communit y through volunteer  act iv i t ies , 
fe l lowship oppor tunit ies ,  and fundraising events that 
suppor t  famil ies ,  facult y,  and staf f.  Addit ional ly,  parents are 
encouraged to jo in the Charger  Club,  which strengthens the 
athlet ic  exper ience through fundraising and volunteer ism; and 
Fr iends of  the Ar ts ,  suppor t ing v isual  and per forming ar ts .

My wife always says to ‘bloom 
where you’re planted,’ and PD is a 

very fertile place. Not only are the parents 
very supportive of each other, but I have 
found our kids’ friends within the PD 
community are wonderful people, and are 
developing into wonderful young adults.

John Olin, father of students in the  
classes of 2020, 2022, and 2023



To explore the appl icat ion process ,  v isi t  
w w w.providenceday.org/admissions .

Fol low Providence Day :

      

We exist to inspire.

Providence Day School
580 0 Sardis Road

Char lot te ,  NC  28270
70 4.8 87.60 0 0

pds.admissions@providenceday.org

https://www.facebook.com/ProvidenceDaySchool
https://twitter.com/ProvidenceDay
https://www.instagram.com/providencedayschool/

