
LOWER SCHOOL

Where the magic  
of learning begins

Grades TK–5



Our sense of  community 
establishes a caring learning 
environment throughout the 
school.  The pathways to each 
child’s  future are car ved 
by movement ,  engagement , 
collaboration,  intentional 
design,  and the use of 
technology as learning tools. 

OUR MISSION

Providence Day School  exists to inspire in  i ts  students 
a passion for  learning ,  a  commitment to personal 
integr i t y,  and a sense of  social  responsibi l i t y.

Leadership

Fast Facts

20–22 students per c lass , 
grades 2–5

97 Lower School 
facult y members

29% students 
of  color

15 students per 
TK c lass

18 students per 
class ,  grades K–1 110 facult y members with 

advanced degrees

Dr.  Glyn Cowlishaw 
Head of  School

Pam Heacock 
Lower School  

Dean of  Curr iculum 
& Instruct ion

Lisa Knight 
Director of Admissions & 
Enrollment Management

Erin Harper 
Head of  

Lower School

Jenny Tucker 
Assistant Head 
of  Lower School

72
student 

countr ies 
of  or ig in

218
facult y 

members 
across al l 
d iv is ions

668
students in 

grades 
TK–5



Global  Curriculum
The Lower School  learning exper ience br ings a global 
perspective.  S tudents are exposed to French,  Spanish , 
and Mandar in Chinese dur ing their  ear l iest  years.  Pr ior  to 
enter ing Second Grade,  one language of  study is  selected 
for  the remaining four  years of  Lower School .  Addit ional ly,  in 
each grade from TK through 5 ,  students complete projects 
focused on learning about a dif ferent  area of  the wor ld .

Equity & Inclusion
Providence Day School  understands that  valuing diversi t y 
is  the key to global  c i t izenship.  We bel ieve in developing 
within our  students an abi l i t y  to appreciate and value 
the dif ferences among people in  our  school  communit y, 
as wel l  as those in the larger  wor ld around us.

The Of f ice of  Equit y  and Inclusion suppor ts and fosters a 
school  communit y that  ref lects the increasing diversi t y  in 
our  nat ion and the wor ld ,  with an appreciat ion for  the r ich 
var iet y of  cul tures ,  re l igions ,  races ,  sexual  or ientat ions , 
socioeconomic backgrounds,  countr ies of  or igin ,  languages, 
and other  cul tural  identi f iers that  add to the strength of 
our  communit y.  We are commit ted to act ively  cul t ivat ing an 
inclusive environment through dialogue and curr iculum.

∙  World historical eras and trends, forces of historical change
∙  The impact of geography on the understanding of local, 
   regional, and global issues
∙  Ideological paradigms
∙  Economic systems and globalization
∙  Political systems and political change
∙  Social structures and social change
∙  Cultural expressions through art, literature, and music
∙  Major religious orientations
∙  Contemporary norms and values of major cultures: U.S., 
   China, India, Russia, Iran, South Africa, Nigeria, Israel, Turkey, 
   Germany, Brazil, Mexico, or other important country/cultures
∙  Global ecosystems and environmental impact
∙  Proficiency in a world language

NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE

Creativity   ∙   Innovation   ∙   Critical Thinking      
Problem Solving   ∙    Communication   ∙   Collaboration      
Information Literacy   ∙   Media Literacy      
Information and Communication Technology Literacy

ESSENTIAL SKILLS

Empathy   ∙   Open-mindedness   ∙   Humility   ∙   Confidence
Courage   ∙   Patience   ∙   Selflessness   ∙   Self-motivation
Respect for self and others   ∙   Perseverance
Conscientiousness   ∙   Integrity

CHARACTER DISPOSITIONS



Social  Responsibil ity  & 
Character  Education
Social  responsibi l i t y  is  woven throughout the curr iculum at 
Providence Day.  We emphasize cult ivat ing a sense of  connection 
to our  communit y and the wor ld ,  and tak ing act ion to improve 
the l ives of  others.  In  Lower School ,  with the help of  two 
dedicated counselors ,  students explore grat i tude,  ref lect ion ,  and 
ser v ice projects .  Chi ldren focus on essential  character  trai ts:

• 	 Respect for  Self  and Others

• 	 Conf idence

•	 Courage

•	 Perseverance

•	 Empathy

The Treehouse & 
The Cottage
Providence Day created the Cot tage and Treehouse to co-
explore the learning exper ience with chi ldren in grades TK and 
K .  Act iv i t ies are structured to provoke ideas ,  problem-solv ing , 
and conf l ict  resolut ion.  Act iv i t ies are student-dr iven as chi ldren 
are welcomed to play,  create ,  and interact  in  THEIR space. 
The space al lows for  col laborat ive projects;  blocks and Legos; 
t inker ing space where their  imagination is  the l imit ;  ar t  using many 
dif ferent  media;  small-group work to bui ld on l i teracy and math 
concepts;  work display areas;  and a var iet y of  STE AM concepts.



Math,  Language Ar ts ,  
& Sciences

MATH IN FOCUS

Providence Day uses the concepts of  Singapore Math for  grades 
K through 5.  This method teaches the “why ” and “how” behind 
mathematical  concepts;  bui lds a strong foundation of  number 
sense;  encourages problem solv ing strategies with an emphasis on 
bar  modeling in grades 2-5;  and incorporates whole group,  par tner 
work ,  small  group,  and independent pract ice in math instruct ion.

FOUNTAS AND PINNELL

The Fountas and Pinnel l  model  is  a comprehensive,  systematic 
design for  high-impact l i teracy instruct ion.  S tudents are exposed 
to a wide var iet y of  genres with a global  lens;  exper ience whole 
group,  small  group,  and indiv idual  instruct ion;  receive mult iple 
chances for  reading/tex t  exposure through interact ive read-
aloud,  shared reading ,  guided reading ,  independent reading , 
and book clubs;  and use authentic  tex ts and lessons aimed at 
get t ing students talk ing ,  wr i t ing ,  ref lect ing ,  and reading.

INQUIRY BASED METHODOLOGY

In  the Lower School  Science Lab,  we model  acceptance, 
k indness ,  and appreciat ing indiv idual  dif ferences;  empower 
students to re ly  on their  brains and not  look to teachers for 
answers;  present open-ended chal lenges for  students to solve; 
expect  students to work col laborat ively ;  model  the scient i f ic 
method;  and most impor tantly,  laugh and have fun together !

Typical  Lower  
School  Schedules

Schedules are customized by 
grade level  and rotate dur ing 
the week .  Here’s a look at  some 
t ypical  days for  K indergar teners 
and F if th Graders:

A T YPICAL DAY IN KINDERGARTEN

8:00–8:15 a.m.	 Morning Meeting

8:15–8:35 a.m.	 Interactive Read Aloud

8:40–9:35 a.m.	� Literacy Centers (Student 
Collaboration time in 
Treehouse; groups from 
each of the classes 
come together)

9:40–9:55 a.m.	 Snack

9:55–10:25 a.m.	� World Language (rotates 
between French, 
Spanish, and Mandarin 
Chinese) or Physical 
Education (alternating)

10:25–10:55 a.m.	� Handwriting Lesson, 
Shared Reading Story, 
or Writing Workshop

11:00–11:30 a.m.	 Lunch

11:40–12:20 a.m.	 Recess

12:25–12:35 a.m.	 Calendar time

12:35–1:00 p.m.	 Math in Focus

1:05–1:50 p.m.	� Special Area Class (Art, 
Music, Library, Science Lab, 
or Character Education)

2:00 p.m.		 Dismissal

A T YPICAL DAY IN GR ADE 5

8:00–8:30 a.m.	 Morning Meeting

8:30–9:30 a.m.	 Math

9:30–9:45 a.m.	 Break

9:45–10:45 a.m.	 Language Arts

10:50–11:20 a.m.	 Recess

11:20–11:50 a.m.	 Lunch

11:55 a.m.–	 Specials (Band, Chorus, 
12:40 p.m. 	� or Orchestra; Theater; Art; 

Computer; Library; Global 
Civics; or Science Lab)

12:45–1:30 p.m. 	 Social Studies

1:35–2:20 p.m.	 Science

2:25–3:10 p.m.	� World Language or Physical 
Education (alternating)

3:10 p.m.		  Dismissal



Technology & Innovation

GR ADES TK-2

Each Lower School  c lassroom has a class set  of  iPads that  have 
an assor tment of  apps and content  to suppor t  the Lower School 
curr iculum. Content  includes mater ial  for  core classes ,  as wel l 
as special  areas including l ibrar y,  music ,  and more.  S tudents 
can work together  on the class iPads to gain a foundational 
understanding of  how iPads work in education ,  and prepare 
them for  personal  iPads later  in  their  academic career.

GR ADES 3-5

Students in third grade are provided with a school- issued 
iPad while  they are in  c lass as they begin to get  accl imated 
with Providence Day ’s One to Wor ld and Digi tal  Ci t izenship 
programs.  In four th and f i f th grade,  students are able to 
become ful ly  involved with the One to Wor ld program as they 
use the iPads to learn in and out  of  the classroom. S tudents 
wil l  keep their  iPads through their  journey into Middle School . 

INNOVATION

At Providence Day,  innovation goes far  beyond the 
use of  technology,  and is  woven into ever y aspect 
of  teaching and learning.  In  Lower School ,  that 
might  be i l lustrated v ia oppor tunit ies for  students 
to design their  own board games or  wr i te  their 
own comic books ,  or  to exper iment with mater ials 
f rom the “ t inker  table”  avai lable in  the L ibrar y. 

PD is  home to The Center  for  the Ar t  and Science 
of  Teaching ,  Learning ,  and Entrepreneurship, 
led by a three-member team consist ing of  the 
Director  of  Digi tal  Integrat ion and Innovation; 
a  Design Strategist ;  and a Communit y 
S trategist .  The team is deployed by facult y 
and administrators across the organizat ion 
whenever requested ,  to address chal lenges and 
encourage development of  new concepts.  The 
Center  has been recognized national ly  as a center 
for  innovation by organizat ions including the 
National  Associat ion of  Independent Schools .

Our base set 
of tools is the 
G-Suite or  
Google apps 
suite, including:

G mai l

Goo g le  
C a le n d a r

Goo gle  
D r ive

Goo gle  
Doc s

Goo gle  
S l id es 

Goo g le 
She e ts



Clubs & Activit ies

LOWER SCHOOL CLUBS

• 	 	 Science Olympiad ,  grade 4 ,  5

• 	 	 Bat t le of  the Books ,  grade 5

• 	 	 F i rst  Lego League ,  grades 4 ,5

• 	 	 Lower School  Musical ,  grades 4 ,5

• 	 	� Kale idoscope Group (Equit y & Social 
Just ice Learning),  grade 5

LOWER SCHOOL ENRICHMENTS

Each spr ing and fal l ,  students may choose from a var iet y of 
af ter-school  enr ichments of fered through the E x tended Day 
program. They include spor ts ,  STEM, and ar t-themed act iv i t ies .

EX TENDED DAY

The E x tended Day Program 
promotes the social ,  emotional ,  and 
physical  development of  each chi ld 
through nur tur ing relat ionships , 
f lexible scheduling ,  and choices 
that  ref lect  each chi ld ’s  indiv idual , 
interests .  The E x tended Day 
Program operates out  of  the Levin 
Family  E x tended Day House, 
enhanced by new state-of-the-
ar t  playground.  S tudents may 
at tend on a drop-in basis or  sign 
up to at tend f ive days a week .

Arts
We are commit ted to nur tur ing creat iv i t y  and conf idence 
at  al l  levels of  learning.  Comprehensive exposure 
to v isual  ar ts ,  music ,  and theatre is  essential  to the 
complete educational  exper ience for  each student . 

TK-4 students exper ience a curr iculum in music and v isual 
ar ts .  In  5th grade,  students par t ic ipate in  e i ther  Band, 
Orchestra ,  or  Chorus (no pr ior  exper ience required).  In 
addit ion ,  4th and 5th grade students have an oppor tunit y 
each year to audit ion for  a musical  theatre production.

Athletics
Par t ic ipat ion in the Providence Day 
athlet ic  program provides student-
athletes with the oppor tunit y  to 
pursue excel lence,  bui ld long-
last ing relat ionships ,  and grow 
both physical ly  and emotional ly. 
Our student-athletes develop 
l i fe long sk i l ls  and lessons in 
personal  integr i t y  and teamwork .

In Lower School ,  the introduction 
to Athlet ics begins in Physical 
Education classes taught by 
dedicated facult y.  S tudents 
have the oppor tunit y  for  the 
introduction to spor ts sk i l ls 
v ia af ter-school  enr ichments 
through the E x tended Day 

program. Through pep ral l ies and Lower School  nights at 
varsi t y  games,  students develop their  school  spir i t .

Go Chargers!



Alumni Oppor tunities
Providence Day School  cul t ivates i ts  v ibrant  network of 
more than 4 ,0 0 0 alumni  who keep in touch v ia social  and 
network ing oppor tunit ies ,  and assist  Upper School  students 
in their  col lege select ion process.  A lumni  parents remain a 
par t  of  the school  family.  Once a Charger,  A lways a Charger !

Parent Oppor tunities
All  Providence Day parents are members of  the Parents’ 
Associat ion ,  whose mission is  to work with the school  to 
foster  an engaged communit y through volunteer  act iv i t ies , 
fe l lowship oppor tunit ies ,  and fundraising events that 
suppor t  famil ies ,  facult y,  and staf f.  Addit ional ly,  parents are 
encouraged to jo in the Charger  Club,  which strengthens the 
athlet ic  exper ience through fundraising and volunteer ism; and 
Fr iends of  the Ar ts ,  suppor t ing v isual  and per forming ar ts .

My wife always says to ‘bloom 
where you’re planted,’ and PD is a 

very fertile place. Not only are the parents 
very supportive of each other, but I have 
found our kids’ friends within the PD 
community are wonderful people, and are 
developing into wonderful young adults.

John Olin, father of students in the  
classes of 2020, 2022, and 2023



To explore the appl icat ion process ,  v isi t  
w w w.providenceday.org/admissions .

Fol low Providence Day :

      

We exist to inspire.

Providence Day School
580 0 Sardis Road

Char lot te ,  NC  28270
70 4.8 87.60 0 0

pds.admissions@providenceday.org

https://www.facebook.com/ProvidenceDaySchool
https://twitter.com/ProvidenceDay
https://www.instagram.com/providencedayschool/

