
Dear Incoming 5th graders, 

 We can’t wait to meet you and talk about the books you’ve read over the summer.  Below, you will see some titles that we know you will 

enjoy.  You are required to read two books this summer. The book Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus , is mandatory.  Then, you can 

choose one of the four other books listed below.  Reading during the summer months is very important to continue your fluency and 

comprehension skills.  

 Title  Author Description 

 Insignificant Events 
in the Life of a 
Cactus 

**This book is 
required reading. 

 Bowling Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a 
wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a 
job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with 
them across the country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again.  
Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also 
feels isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that 
holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a 
friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even 
without arms. 

 The War That Saved 
My Life 

 Bradley An exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set during World War II, from the 
acclaimed author of Jefferson’s Sons and for fans of Number the Stars. 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by 
Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London  
to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. 
So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the 
two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German 
spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will 
their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall 
back into the cruel hands of their mother? 

 The Unteachables  Korman 
The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Like 
Aldo, with anger management issues; Parker, who can’t read; Kiana, who doesn’t even belong 
in the class—or any class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain). The Unteachables have been 
removed from the student body and isolated in room 117.Their teacher is Mr. Zachary Kermit, 
the most burned-out teacher in all of Greenwich. He was once a rising star, but his career was 
shattered by a cheating scandal that still haunts him. After years of phoning it in, he is finally 
one year away from early retirement. But the superintendent has his own plans to torpedo 
that idea—and it involves assigning Mr. Kermit to the Unteachables. The Unteachables never 
thought they’d find a teacher who had a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never 
thought he would actually care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, 
room 117 will experience mayhem, destruction—and maybe even a shot at redemption. 

 The Iron Trial (Book 
1 in series) 

 Black All his life, Call has been warned by his father to stay away from magic. If he succeeds at the 
Iron Trial and is admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things for him. 
So he tries his best to do his worst -- and fails at failing.  
Now the Magisterium awaits him. It's a place that's both sensational and sinister, with dark 
ties to his past and a twisty path to his future.  
The Iron Trial is just the beginning, for the biggest test is still to come . . .  

 Three Times Lucky   Turnage Rising sixth grader Miss Moses LoBeau lives in the small town of Tupelo Landing, NC, where 
everyone's business is fair game and no secret is sacred. She washed ashore in a hurricane 
eleven years ago, and she's been making waves ever since. Although Mo hopes someday to 
find her "upstream mother," she's found a home with the Colonel--a café owner with a 
forgotten past of his own--and Miss Lana, the fabulous café hostess. She will protect those she 
loves with every bit of her strong will and tough attitude. So when a lawman comes to town 
asking about a murder, Mo and her best friend, Dale Earnhardt Johnson III, set out to uncover 
the truth in hopes of saving the only family Mo has ever known. 

Happy Reading!  

 Mrs. Ball, Miss Cooper, Mrs. Hall, and Ms. Pruitt 


