Extended Project Qualiﬁcation
known as EPQ (NQF Level 3)
An opportunity to:

• demonstrate your interests and abilities.
• go beyond the A-Level curriculum or equivelent level
qualiﬁcation.
• demonstrate your undertaking of independent reading,
research, and essay writing that is the mainstay of most
undergraduate degrees.
• stand out from the crowd with similar predicted grades.

What is involved in an EPQ?

• An independent research project:
– which involves writing an essay of 5000 words or creating a product
– anything from an art object to an iPhone app.
• Development of a production log to record speciﬁc stages of the project.
• Completion of an oral presentation.

How long will it take?

• From start to ﬁnish takes around 120 hours.
• No set time limit for completing an EPQ.
• Many students use the summer holiday period at the end of Year 12 to
do the preliminary research and then complete the project in the early
part of Year 13.

Grading

• A-Level, Graded A*-E (UCAS points 56-16)
AS-Level, Graded A-E (UCAS points 20-6)
EPQ, Graded A*-E
(UCAS points 28-8)
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EPQ facts
• Students receive teaching and guidance to get started,
to help with planning, researching and presentation
skills, and to keep the learner on track as they work
through the chosen project.
• The three assessments will be decided by the
adviser/teachers, the exam board then 'moderates'
the given marks to check they're grading correctly.
• Structure The EPQ is a single component linear
qualiﬁcation. Students undertake their Extended
Project in the context of a project topic they have
selected, in agreement with the centre.
• The outcome of the project can be a design,
performance, report, dissertation or artefact.

• The EPQ provides students with the opportunity to:
– Understand and use research skills. Have a signiﬁcant
input to the choice and design of an Extended Project
and take responsibility either for an individual task or
for a deﬁned task within a group project.
– Develop and improve their own learning and
performance as critical, reﬂective and independent
students.

– Develop and apply decision-making and, where
appropriate, problem-solving skills.

– Extend their planning, research, critical thinking,
analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation
skills.

– Where appropriate, develop as e-conﬁdent students
and apply new technologies in their studies. develop and apply skills creatively, demonstrating
initiative and enterprise.

– Use their learning experiences to support their
personal aspirations for further study and career
development.

– Transfer skills developed as part of the extended
project to other areas of study.

• Online Tuition, The online adviser will:
– Discuss with each student to review initial ideas
– Agree the student’s working title and proposal and
complete the supervisor’s sections in the Production
Log
– Review and support with each student for regular
reviews including at least: – discuss the record of
initial ideas and how the student intends to develop
the project.
i) a planning review (post-proposal acceptance)
ii) a mid-term review
iii) a project product review
– Assess the project holistically applying exam boards’
assessment objectives.
– Conﬁrm that a presentation took place and provide a
record of the questioning.
– Endorse each student’s Production Log and
Assessment Record by signing the appropriate sections
including a declaration that the evidence submitted for
assessment is the unaided work of the student.
– Completion of the exam entry and project
submission to the exam board.
– 50 guided taught hours.

Costs: £3,250 which include exam fees
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