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Dear  Fami l ies ,                                                                                             September  1 6 ,  2020

On  beha l f  of  the  LOA  s taf f ,  we  would  l i ke  to  say  thank  you  fo r  your  partnersh ip  over  the

las t  two  weeks .  We  knew  s tar t ing  out  our  new  on l ine  academy  would  requ i re  a  l o t  of

f lex ib i l i t y  and  l earn ing  f rom  everyone .  Al l  of  you  have  been  so  k ind  and  he lpfu l  as  we  have

def in i te ly  needed  to  “work  out  the  k inks” !  

  

We  are  moving  i n to  the  seventh  day  of  schoo l  with  26 1  s tudents  K -8 .   Everyone  i s  showing

up  ready  to  engage  and  l earn  on l ine .  Sess ions  that  are  missed  l i ve  are  found  recorded  on

teacher ’s  Google  c lass rooms .  After  spend ing  more  t ime  with  the  teachers  ass igned  to  LOA ,

I  can  say  with  conf idence  that  your  ch i ld ren  are  al l  placed  i n  good  care  with  a  s taf f  that

i s  commit ted  to  suppor t ing  your  k ids  with  a  wonder fu l  schoo l  year .  P lease  welcome  the

fo l lowing  teachers  as  the  2020 -2 1  staf f !

Sept  17  -  Back  to

Schoo l  Night

Oct  1  &  2  -  No  Schoo l

Dates  to

Remember
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Unconscious thoughts
can sometimes bring to
the fore ideas one might

easily dismiss as
unrealistic.

Th is  week ,  the  teachers  have  each  ident i f ied  any  remain ing  books  or  mater ia ls  they  would

l i ke  your  ch i ld ren  to  have .  More  i n fo rmat ion  wi l l  be  shared  about  when  and  where  to  pick

these  up .  We  are  t ry ing  to  l im i t  the  number  of  “ t r ips ”  you  make  fo r  books  and  mater ia l s .  Al l

o f  us  at  LOA  would  l i ke  to  thank  your  home  schoo l  s taf f  fo r  the i r  par tnersh ip  and  care  that

has  he lped  create  a  smooth  s tar t  fo r  the  ch i ld ren  and  us !

P lease  note  that  th i s  Thursday ,  September  1 7  i s  LOA  Back  to  Schoo l  Night .  A  spec ia l

we lcome  f rom  each  s taf f  member  has  been  created  and  wi l l  be  shared  at  your  teacher ’s

goog le  c lass room  and  on  our  webpage  found  here .  We  recogn ize  teachers  have  each

shared  the i r  schedu les ,  procedures ,  and  much  more  al ready ,  but  wanted  our  s tudents  to

have  a  BTS  Night  l i ke  everyone  e lse !  P lease  take  a  moment  to  s i t  as  a  fami ly  and  watch

the  i n t roduct ions  and  discuss  schoo l  and  how  your  ch i ld  i s  fee l ing  so  far .  

See  addi t iona l  i n format ion  i n  the  news le t te r  be low  i nc lud ing  th ings  to  cons ider  about

assessments  g iven  i n  the  home ,  ext ra  suppor t ,  counse l ing  serv ices ,  and  techno logy

suppor t .

S incere ly ,

Pat ty  Morr i son

ASSESSMENTS  and  Ext ra  Support  When  Learn ing  i s  Di f f icu l t

Al l  s tudents  i n  the  dis t r ic t  are  complet ing  fa l l  assessments .  We  t ry  to  spread  these  out

over  the  f i r s t  few  weeks  so  s tudents  have  t ime  fo r  l earn ing  and  fun ,  as  wel l .

P lease  suppor t  your  ch i ld  by  encourag ing  them  to  do  the i r  best .  P lease  be  aware  that  the

math  assessment  we  of fer  our  k ids  i s  progress ive  i n  sk i l l s .  I t  wi l l  g ive  harder  quest ions  as

your  ch i ld  progresses .  Your  ch i ld  shou ld  not  be  s i t t ing  and  work ing  fo r  hours  on  th i s

assessment .  

These  tes ts  are  not  “graded ”  and  we  hope  you  wi l l  not  fee l  the  need  to  he lp  your  ch i ld .  We

tru ly  want  a  c lear  pic ture  of  the i r  s t rengths  and  weaknesses !  Assessments  i n  the  fa l l  fo r

read ing  (ELA )  and  math  he lp  us  determine  core  needs  ch i ld ren  have  to  work  on  th roughout

the  year .  

We  are  work ing  with  your  ch i ld ’s  home  schoo l  s taf f  to  determine  how  to  prov ide  ext ra

suppor t  when  needed .  Your  ch i ld ’s  teacher  at  LOA  wi l l  communicate  every th ing  you  wi l l

need  to  know  af ter  our  fa l l  assessments  are  completed .  

https://www.sd272.org/schools/online-academy


K -3  s tudents  are  complet ing  the  I R I  ( Idaho  Reading  I nd icator )  with in  the  next  two  weeks .

Th is  assessment  g ives  us  a  good  idea  of  a  s tudent 's  s t rengths  and  weaknesses  i n

read ing .  A  read ing  plan  i s  deve loped  fo r  any  s tudents  who  score  a  “2 ”  or  a  “3 ” .  We  wi l l

send  more  i n fo rmat ion  home  to  every  K -3  parent  to  share  the i r  sk i l l  l eve l  on  th i s  tes t  and

create  a  plan  with  your  i nput ,  i f  needed .  

As  we  rev iew  al l  assessments ,  your  ch i ld ’s  teacher  wi l l  share  with  you  a  schedu le  that

may  i nc lude  some  more  l i ve  sess ions  fo r  smal l  group  work ,  i nd iv idua l  l earn ing  pathways

on  some  of  our  on l ine  programs ,  and  other  targeted ,  recorded  sess ions  fo r  ext ra

learn ing .  

We  wi l l  not i fy  parents  i f  s tudents  i n  midd le  schoo l  show  a  need  fo r  advanced  math  or

A lgebra .  We  are  work ing  on  f ina l iz i ng  the i r  “schedu les ” ,  requ i red  cred i t s ,  and  every th ing

they  need  to  be  r ight  on  t rack  fo r  the i r  fu tu re  grades .

Parent  Input  and  Quest ions

Thank  you  fo r  reach ing  out  to  your  ch i ld ’s  teacher  with  quest ions  about  al l  th ings  to  do

wi th  on l ine  l earn ing .  Our  teachers  are  al ready  qu i te  sk i l l ed  with  on l ine  teach ing ,  but

there  i s  always  more  to  l earn .  I f  your  ch i ld  i s  s t rugg l ing  with  not  on ly  a  sub ject  area ,  but

even  the  “how  tos ”  of  l earn ing  on l ine ,  please  l e t  the i r  teacher  know .  Each  of  them  i s

t ry ing  very  hard  to  “see ”  each  s tudent ,  hear  al l  vo ices ,  and  of fer  car ing  feedback .

  I f  you  haven ’ t  yet ,  please  be  sure  to  of fer  your  i nput  on  the i r  fami ly  survey  they  are

prov id ing .  The  teachers  are  l earn ing  so  much  f rom  your  i nput  and  th i s  i n fo rmat ion  i s

deepen ing  the i r  unders tand ing  of  your  ch i ld  and  what  he lps  them  th r i ve .

Soc ia l  and  Emot iona l  Sk i l lwork ,  Counse l ing ,  and  Schoo l  Based

Therapy      

We  are  deve lop ing  a  schedu le  fo r  v i s i t s  f rom  a  Lake land  schoo l  counse lor  fo r  our

s tudents  to  gain  soc ia l  emot iona l  sk i l l s  th roughout  the  schoo l  year .  

Also ,  i f  your  fami ly  f inds  a  need  fo r  your  ch i ld  to  rece ive  schoo l  based  therapy  th rough

Her i tage  Heal th ,  please  contact  pr inc ipa l ,  Pat ty  Morr i son ,

(pmorr i son@ lake land272 .org )    and  she  wi l l  al ign  you  with  

one  of  our  therap is ts .  Therapy  can   be  prov ided  th rough  

Te leheath - -a  remote ,  pr ivate  way  fo r  i n te ract ions  between  

your  ch i ld  and  a  therap is t .
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Tech Problems?
I f  you  have  a  d is t r i c t

Chromebook  and  are

exper ienc ing  prob lems  you

need  ass i s tance  wi th ,

p lease  contac t  our

techno logy  depar tment  a t

he lpdesk@ l ake land272 .org
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