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For the first time in 
181 days, the hallways and 
classrooms of Saint Louis 
U. High were populated by 
students and teachers as in-
person classes finally began 
last Thursday, Sept. 10, but 
things were a bit different. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 

BY Jacob Sprock 
NEWS EDITOR

A beeping alarm. A hyp-
notizing drive on the 

highway. A cram session 
right before a big quiz or 
test. School’s back to normal 
again … sort of.

has forced the school to 
adopt numerous safety pro-
tocols in order to host classes 
in person while keeping the 
students and teachers safe. 

The hallways now re-
semble conveyor belts, 
marked to keep students 
moving in a uniform direc-

tion to their next class. The 
desks are like mini islands, 
each one allotted its own so-
cially-distant space. Students 
themselves are kept from 
any physical contact, having 
to keep six feet between one 
another to maintain safety. 

SLUH reflects on its racial 
past

Race at SLUH
Return to in-person learning goes smoothly, sets the stage 
for weeks to come

continued on page 8 continued on page 9

BY Sam Tarter
FEATURES EDITOR

 Editor’s Note: On Friday, 
August 28th, the news of 
actor Chadwick Boseman’s 
death was released to the 
public, shocking Marvel fans 
and moviegoers around the 
world. Before succumbing to 
a four-year long battle with 
colon cancer, which he kept 
a close secret from the press 
and public, Boseman inspired 
many with his activism, out-
spoken views on racism and 
diversity, and his breathtaking 
performances in movies such 
as “Black Panther” and “42”. 
Features Editor Sam Tarter 
spoke with SLUH senior 
Ocean Okohson-Reb to talk 
about Boseman’s life, legacy, 
and the impact of his iconic 

performances.
ST: What was your ini-

tial reaction to hearing of 
Chadwick’s passing? Were 
you surprised and thrown off 
due to how sudden it was? 
Did you think of him any dif-
ferently after you heard of his 
death’s circumstances and his 
fight with cancer?

OO: My initial reac-
tion was one of shock. This 
was something I didn’t ex-
pect from someone so young 
and since the characters he 
portrayed on screen were so 
vibrant and so active. Him 
passing away so suddenly 
without any warning what-
soever was shocking, I had 
noticed a few recent photos 
of him a month or so prior 

Conversation: 
Okohson-Reb talks about the life and 
death of Chadwick Boseman

looking a lot skinnier, and a 
lot of people were noticing 
and concerned for him, but I 
didn’t think it would be due to 
something so drastic happen-
ing in the background.

ST: Chadwick Boseman 
played many iconic real life 
African-American legends, 
most notably Jackie Robin-
son. Do you think that this 
role in particular cemented 
him as not only a serious ac-
tor, but a committed and pro-
fessional one?

OO: I think that his role 
in “42” and his portrayal of 
Jackie Robinson was very 
three-dimensional. I remem-
ber learning about Robinson 

continued on page 10

Traditions adapted: Baccalaureate 
Mass, Graduation, Junior Ring are 
celebrated
BY Noah Apprill-Sokol 
and Luke Duffy
NEWS EDITOR AND  STAFF 

The final quarter of the 
academic year was not 

the only SLUH event that had 
a strange twist due to CO-
VID-19. Three Saint Louis U. 
High traditions—the Bacca-
laureate Mass and the gradua-
tion ceremony along with the 
Junior Ring ceremony—had 
to be revised in order to mini-
mize the potential spread of 
the virus.

The Baccalaureate Mass 
and graduation ceremony 
took place in July, and there 
were substantial differences 
from years past. Usually, the 
Baccalaureate Mass is held 
in the Danis Field House and 
the graduation ceremony at 

the Stifel Theater in down-
town St. Louis. However, both 
events were hosted outside 
on SLUH’s football field this 
year, which allowed SLUH to 
host a large gathering of the 
graduates and their families 
while maintaining proper so-
cial distancing in compliance 

with the city’s health guide-
lines. 

“Our goal was initially to 
do what we have traditionally 
done and host the graduation 
ceremony at the Stifel,” said 
Assistant Principal for Stu-
dent Life Brock Kesterson. 

BY Carter J. Fortman 
and Jack Figge 
EDITOR IN CHIEF, CORE STAFF

Whether it be the Dred 
Scott case in the 1840s 

and 1850s, the Civil War in 
the 1860s, redlining, or the 
civil rights movement, St. 
Louis U. High has existed 
through the most turbulent 
times in the nation’s racial 
history. In the past century, 
the school has made strides 
that the founders would 
have thought inconceivable. 
However, this past summer 
brought more turbulence 
following the deaths of three 
unarmed African Americans.  
Students, members of the fac-
ulty Committee on Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion, and 
PACES decided that the mo-
ment was right to unite and 
find ways to end racism with-
in the bounds of SLUH. 

Past 

The calls for racial equal-
ity have not always sounded 
through the halls of SLUH, 
however. According to Di-
rector of Equity and Inclu-

sion Frank Kovarik, the am-
bivalent relationship between 
SLUH and people of color can 
be divided into three phases; 
the first being slavery. 

Bishop DuBourg, who 
founded SLUH in 1818, was a 
slave owner. He lent his slaves 
to the Vincentian Priests who 
first staffed the school. When 
the Jesuits came to SLUH in 
the late 1820s, they brought 
with them slaves from Mary-
land whom they kept en-
slaved until 1865.  

“In terms of the time pe-
riod, it was normal for people 
to have slaves. The overall 
situation of slavery and the 
climate that slavery created 
is what really hurts me. I’m 
more hurt slavery was created 
than that SLUH indivdually 
participated in slavery,” said 
senior Albert Harrold. 

The second chapter is 
characterized by the exclusion 
of black students. While slav-
ery ended in 1865, SLUH did 
not admit a black student un-
til John Carter in 1946, over 
80 years later. Even though 
pioneers like Al Thomas, ’50 
and Eldrige Moran, ’51 con

continued on page 9

SLUH mothers greet students on their first day back to school. photo | Giuseppe Vitellaro

We’re Back! Part 2

photo | Mrs. Kathy ChottSidq Cherry ’20 at graduation.
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BY  Jack Figge 
CORE STAFF

Upon entering the build-
ing of St. Louis U. High, 

instead of being greeted by 
cheerful receptionist Mimi 
Hartung, students are now 
welcomed by an imposing 
thermal camera, just one of 
the many technology addi-
tions to SLUH that have made 
being in person possible. 

Over the summer, 
SLUH’s IT Department has 
been hard at work making 
sure that SLUH is ready to be-
gin the school year despite the 
challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Right upon entering the 
school, students will come 
face to face with technol-
ogy that was put in place over 
the summer to help operate 
the check-in process more 
smoothly and efficiently. 
The first major tech addition 
made was adding a top of the 
line thermal imaging camera 
to effectively read students’ 
body temperatures to screen 
for fever, one of the defining 
symptoms associated with the 
novel coronavirus. 

“This technology is 
great,” said Director of Securi-
ty Dan Schulte.  “The thermal 
camera takes temperatures 

so fast that it doesn’t require 
a long line, also it sends the 
readings in live time to our 
screener. It’s a pretty cool sys-
tem and it makes the whole 
process so much easier and 
efficient.” 

Right after school trans-
ferred to an online format in 
mid-March, Schulte and the 
IT Department went to work 
trying to find a check-in pro-
cess that would help to make 
the students’ eventual return 
to campus safer and more ef-
ficient. 

“So we started doing re-
search on technology as early 
as April,” said Schulte. “Dr. K, 
IT, and I were getting inun-
dated with different check-
in processes. We got tons of 
emails from companies try-
ing to sell us products. We 
talked and deliberated for a 
long time but eventually, we 
decided to use companies we 
have worked within the past.”

The thermal camera was 
not the only technology ad-
dition that was put into place 
to help ensure that the check-
in process was completed in 
a safe fashion. Early on, the 
administration decided to 
completely cut out home-
room in the morning in order 
to limit the number of places 

a student could spread CO-
VID-19. The IT Department, 
working closely with Kester-
son and Schulte, had to devise 
a way to safely check students 
into the school building to 
take attendance. 

“We were trying to limit 
the places people go, home-
room was one more location 
where kids could gather,” said 
Schulte. “We can also use the 
system for contact tracing. It’s 
important to know where you 
were, what time you arrived, 
and who you were around.” 

The school searched 
to find the best and easiest 
check-in system available. At 
one point, senior Daniel Blitt-
schau even attempted to cre-
ate his own app to automate 
the check-in process by using 
students’ lanyards.

“At one point, I had built 
a small little app that would 
have lived on the iPads,” said 
Blittschau. “The reason we 
didn’t go with this route was 
because we would have to 
maintain this system that I 
built but also extend the ex-
isting systems and sync in a 
lot of development hours to 
expand the existing system 
and we decided that it wasn’t 
worth it.”

After months of delibera-

BY Luke Duffy
STAFF

For two years, Willie Evans 
has coached lacrosse at Saint 

Louis U. High. When math 
Teacher Dan Schuler left at the 
end of last school year, the school 

looked to Evans, who has a back-
ground in engineering, to fill 
Schuler’s spot. 

This year, Evans will be 
teaching freshman algebra and 
sophomore geometry. He’s also 
continuing to coach lacrosse for 

tion, the school decided to set-
tle with a company that they 
had already been using for the 
past two years called Visitu.  
In years past, the school had 
used Vistu to check-in visitors 
to the campus, now they are 
using it to check in the whole 
student body and faculty.  

The check-in process was 
not the only thing that the IT 
Department had to work on 
to accommodate the return 
to school, they also had to 
install technology to accom-
modate for the hyflex model 
of learning that the school ad-
ministration released in early 
August. 

“We wanted technology 
that would allow the experi-
ence to be as similar for the 
student sitting in front of the 
teacher and the student sitting 
at home,” said math teacher 
Craig Hannick.

In order to try to make 
the learning experience as 
similar for the students using 
zoom as possible, the IT de-
partment installed a top of the 
line camera and microphone 
in every classroom inside 
SLUH. 

“When you have your 
classroom split between kids 
at home and kids in person 
you really need to keep the 
kids engaged,” said Director 
of IT Jonathan Dickmann. 
“For me, a huge part of it is 
sound, because even if your 
picture freezes up you can still 
hear, which carries the whole 
thing.”

For the IT Depart-
ment and the curriculum 
committee, they wanted to 
prioritize installing quality 
microphones in each of the 
classrooms before worrying 
about the video portion. The 
IT team ordered a variety of 
different microphones from 
Amazon, tested each one out, 
and then ordered the one that 
they thought would work the 
best for SLUH’s needs.

IT hard at work adding critical technology for hybrid return

“A lot of the process was 
the decision,” said Dickmann. 
“Just getting some kind of 
decision made, the way the 
summer went there was a lot 
of uncertainty for what the 
school year would look like, 
so coming up with a plan, get-
ting funding and getting the 
parts to arrive was a big part 
of the difficulty.” 

The IT department set-
tled on the AmazonBasics 
USB Conference microphone 
which they found is able to 
perform the best and deliver 
the best audio to those stu-
dents at home. 

After they found the 
microphones, the IT depart-
ment’s next task was finding a 
camera that would be able to 
provide the students at home 
with a clean image of their 
teacher and any work be-
ing done on the white board. 
Similar to how they found the 
microphone, they ordered a 
couple of different options 
and assessed each one to find 
which camera would best fit 
the school’s needs. They de-
cided on a standard webcam, 
and like the microphones, or-
dered enough for all the class-
rooms. 

“I am very grateful for 
the tech team who spent a 
lot of time this summer test-
ing and installing new tech 
products to make sure we 
had high quality stuff,” said 
math teacher Stephen Deves. 
“I have been able to basically 
walk anywhere in the room 
and my students at home have 
been able to hear me and be 
able to hear any student that 
participates without having to 
yell or raise their voice, so it 
has allowed us to have a semi-
normal class and conversa-
tion without having to worry 
about the tech malfunction-
ing.” 

All of the standard class-
rooms received one set of the 
standard conference room 

microphone and camera. 
However, some of the spe-
cialized classrooms—such as 
the science classrooms and 
the fine arts classrooms—re-
ceived other technology in 
order to accommodate those 
classes with a more hands-on 
curriculum. 

“For rooms like fine arts 
and science, since the rooms 
are different, it took us a little 
longer to install,” said Dick-
mann. “But for fine arts, ev-
erybody teaches something 
different so we had to work 
individually with each teacher 
to help meet their personal 
needs and find what technol-
ogy made the most sense in 
those rooms.”

Another classroom that 
received a different piece of 
equipment was room M215, 
which is a classroom that is 
also used to host a variety 
of other events such as club 
meetings and faculty meet-
ings. 

“The camera up in 215C 
is pretty amazing, it’s able to 
rotate, has a remote control, 
and very high-quality video,” 
said Hannick. “It really is 
quite outstanding.” 

All of this technology 
was put in place to help en-
sure that students could arrive 
safely at school and continue 
to receive an exemplary edu-
cation even from their own 
homes. 

“One of my primary 
goals is for the school to func-
tion so that students can learn 
and teachers can teach,” said 
Dickmann. “All of this new 
technology allows us to stay 
open and to continue func-
tioning. There is a lot of value 
to being present, being with 
your teachers, being with 
your brothers, and this tech-
nology really helped to make 
a return to school happen.”

photo | Jack FiggeNew student check-in centers located in the Danis Lobby.  

SLUH and studying for his Ph.D. 
in Aerospace and Mechanical 
Engineering at Saint Louis Uni-
versity. 

“Managing time, that’s not 
a problem for me,” said Evans. 
“so what’s adding a couple more 
things to do?” 

When the spot opened up 
for a math teacher this spring, 
varsity lacrosse coach Andrew 
Toussaint recommended Evans 
for the position. An offer of this 
sort was unexpected to Evans, 
but he eventually decided to take 
the job. 

“It was very fast,” said Ev-
ans. “Due to Mr. Schuler leaving, 
I got a phone call one day from 
Mr. (Jim) Linhares after him re-
ceiving word that I would be a 
good replacement for Schuler.” 

When Evans came to St. 
Louis for graduate school, he 
began looking for a high school 

lacrosse team to coach. He stum-
bled upon SLUH merely because 
of the lacrosse program, but it 
quickly became evident that 
SLUH would mean much more 
for him. 

“I just reached out and 
found SLUH, but, I mean, best 
choice ever,”  Evans said. 

Evans was beloved by the 
SLUH community as a freshman 
lacrosse coach, and his friendly 
and engaging qualities translat-
ed seamlessly to the classroom. 
Sophomore Ethan Lee had him 
as a coach last year and is now in 
his Geometry class this year. 

“He’s a really good teacher 
and a really good coach who 
cares about his students and 
players,” said Lee. 

Evans brings both a back-
ground in engineering and the 
mind of a student to the class-
room. 

“I like Mr. Evans because 
of how kind and respectful he is 
to his students,” said sophomore 
Luke Gund. “I like how when he 
is teaching he makes sure that 
everyone is caught up and un-
derstands the material before he 
moves on.” 

His students appreciate his 
patience with them and his read-
iness to adapt for their learning 
needs. 

“If one of us isn’t under-
standing a certain problem, he 
always works through the prob-
lems a second or even third time 
until we understand,” said soph-
omore Cal Kreuter. 

Unsurprisingly, Evans fa-
vored math, chemistry, and 
physics during his years in high 
school. Originally from Mem-
phis, Tenn., Evans attended 
Broadcrest Christian High 
School and Tusculum University 

and the University of Arkansas, 
where he earned his degree in 
Chemistry. 

“If you’ve ever seen the 
movie The Blind Side, that’s the 
high school I went to,” said Ev-
ans. “Michael Oher went there, 
and now everybody loves it.” 

Between attending graduate 
school, coaching and teaching, 
Evans barely gets enough time 
to sleep. Nevertheless, he plans 
to co-moderate a new Aviation 
Club with science teacher Brad-
ley Mueller, who recently got his 
pilot’s license. 

“It would be really good for 
the students to see it from a pi-
lot standpoint and an engineer 
standpoint,” said Evans. 

In his rare free time, Ev-
ans likes to code and play video 
games. 

New Teachers 2020

Willie Evans – math teacher, lacrosse coach

photos compiled by 
Kathleen Chott
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BY Jacob Sprock
NEWS EDITOR  

Following the retirement of 
librarian Cortney Schraut, 

Madeline Powers volunteered 
to take her place for the remain-
der of the 2019-20 school year, 
bringing with her years of expe-
rience in teaching, a strong work 
ethic, and a creative mindset. 
      This year, Powers is returning 
for her first official year at Saint 
Louis U. High, tasked with cata-
loguing books, reorganizing the 
Robinson Library, and keeping 
students in the library socially 
distanced.

Coming from De Smet as a 
math teacher of four years, it was 
a pretty easy transition for Pow-

ers to make.
“It’s been great having her 

just because she worked at De 
Smet, so she’s really comfortable 
with high school boys and wasn’t 
intimidated,” said library depart-
ment chair Lynne Casey. “She’s 
really bright and eager and just 
has loads of ideas. She’s like the 
Energizer Bunny.”

Powers’s husband, art 
teacher Sean Powers, first in-
troduced her to the school, but 
she also heard about it through 
the infamous SLUH-De Smet 
rivalry.

“I knew it was a really good 
school, and I had made a few 
friends prior to coming here 
just by being at the faculty func-

tions,” said Powers. “I thought 
(the rivalry) was interesting. I 
don’t really understand what the 
competition is. If there’s more 
competition between, like, CBC, 
let’s join together—the Jesuit 
schools against CBC.”

Powers is also a member of 
the Equity and Inclusion Com-
mittee. 

“(I want to make) sure that 
our students of color have or 
feel like they have the same ac-
cess to the education that white 
peers would have,” said Powers. 
“I’m impressed with how much 
is talked about here, the work 
done here, how many people 
are involved with making things 
happen here. It’s nice to be part 
of it.”

In order to follow regula-
tions for the COVID-19 virus, 
tables have been appropriately 
spaced, every other computer 
has been deemed off limits, and 
closing time has been pushed to 
four in the afternoon, but Pow-
ers will continue to offer her help 
and support wherever she can.

“I’m just really grateful 
that she’s here. It started as sort 
of a temporary, part time thing, 
and it’s morphed into this,” said 
Casey. “I hope she’s happy and 
wants to stay.”

Madeline Powers – Librarian

BY Joey Knese and 
CoBY Spratte
REPORTERS

St. Louis U. High recently 
welcomed back Andrew 

Schaeperkoetter, ’05, as a new 
theology teacher. When he 
was younger, Schaeperkoetter 
planned on being an astro-
naut, but now finds himself 

coming back to SLUH not to 
teach AP Physics, but rather a 
more spiritual and emotional 
science: theology.

Schaeperkoetter studied 
aerospace engineering at the 
University of Kansas, where 
he received his bachelors, 
and also received his master’s 
at Texas A&M his masters in 

aerospace engineering.      
Despite studying hard for 

these two degrees, Schaepe-
rkoetter said that he didn’t 
find any joy in it, so he decid-
ed to start majoring in theol-
ogy. Schaeperkoetter said that 
there were catechists in col-
lege who pushed him to grow 
in ways that he hadn’t previ-
ously and really raised the bar 
of what it meant to be a good 
person, to be a saint. 

While studying, Schaepe-
rkoetter wondered which the-
ology school would want to 
take an engineer over some-
one who had studied theol-
ogy, so the door didn’t seem 
open for him. 

“The people I studied 
alongside actually had to read 
books for their major and I 
just did a bunch of math,” said 
Schaeperkoetter.

Schaeperkoetter applied 

to and was accepted at Boston 
College for a master’s program 
in theology, allowing him to 
keep pursuing his passion.

Before coming to SLUH, 
Schaeperkoetter taught soph-
omore theology, junior theol-
ogy, engineering, physics, and 
AP Physics at Strake Jesuit 
in Houston, Texas where he 
also coached freshman and 
sophomore water polo for six 
years and was the swimming 
coach for three years. Along 
with teaching theology here at 
SLUH, he is currently enrolled 
in a doctorate program at St. 
Louis University in catholic 
educational leadership. 

Strake was one of the 
schools that was devastated 
by Hurricane Harvey back in 
2017 when the Class of 2021 
were freshmen. Schaeperkoet-
ter’s house was flooded and he 
felt truly blessed by the help 

BY Michael Robinson and 
Louis Miller
REPORTERS

St. Louis U. High wel-
comes back Matthew 

Fink, ’16, to teach sopho-
more chemistry as a mem-
ber of the Alum Service 
Corps (ASC). 

Hailing from Belleville, 
Ill., Fink attended Catho-
lic grade school and visited 
SLUH in eighth grade and 
fell in love. 

“I had never even heard 
of De Smet or CBC,” Fink 
said. “There were really two 
reasons that I chose SLUH: 
the academic prestige, and 
the Jesuit faith component.” 

Fink flourished at the 
U. High, playing percussion 
for band and being involved 
with campus ministry. Dur-
ing his time at SLUH, he 
won an array of awards for 
band, including first first 
place for both his perfor-
mance in Timpani and Per-
cussion.

Fink attended the Uni-
versity of Illinois as a mo-
lecular biology major; his 
sophomore year, he began 
serving underprivileged 
youth in the Urbana-Cham-
paign area. He also be-
came involved with the St. 
John Newman Center, the 
Catholic base of operations 

on Illinois’ campus. It was 
those experiences in com-
munity service, as well as 
inspirations from SLUH’s 
many great teachers, that 
ultimately led him back to 
where he started.

“Mr. O’Keefe’s biology 
class was one of the biggest 
inspirations for me to be-
gin teaching,” said Fink. “I 
wanted to give back to the 
community that gave me so 
much; it was a real privilege 
for me to come here.”

Over the summer, Fink 
became an ASC and after 
only a few months he has 
already seen the benefits of 
the program. 

“It opened up many 
doors for me,” said Fink. “I 
now have opportunities at 
many Jesuit schools across 
the country.” 

Overall, Fink is ex-
cited for the opportunity to 
be back on Oakland Ave., 
and even though SLUH 
has changed since his days 
there, he is still just as in-
volved with the U. High as 
ever.

 “I loved this place as 
a student, and I am very 
grateful for the opportunity 
to be back here,” Fink said.

Matthew Fink – ASC Chemistry

SLUH gave the community.
“It is no fun having your 

house flooded,” said Schaepe-
rkotter.

Schaeperkoetter loves 
working at institutions such as 
SLUH and Strake because of 
their specific visions tailored 
towards education. He is ex-
cited to teach freshmen for the 
first time, looking forward to 
them being enthusiastic and 
ready to learn. Schaeperkoet-
ter is ready to make the neces-
sary adjustments after mainly 

teaching upperclassmen. 
The whole experience 

has been surreal for Schaepe-
rkoetter as he is now walking 
the same halls he did years 
ago. Now, as a teacher, he is 
calling teachers who taught 
him by their first name.

 “Now, I am filling the 
shoes of people who I really 
respected … and to see my-
self in the tradition of SLUH 
is humbling,” said Schaepe-
rkoetter.

 _

Andrew Schaeperkoetter – Theology Teacher

News staff member.
Unlike a commentary, such 

a piece is often intended primar-
ily to convey a personal experi-
ence rather than to provide a 
viewpoint on an issue. Unlike 
a letter, such pieces are usually 
developed at the request of, and 
sometimes under the guidance 
of, the Prep News editors.

Every member of the 
SLUH community is welcomed 
and encouraged to submit a let-
ter to the editors. Every letter re-
ceived by the editors will be read 
and given consideration. All 
letters must be signed, but the 
author’s name may be withheld 
from publication by request and 
at the discretion of the editors.

The Prep News editors 
reserve the right to edit any 
submissions for publication in 
order to meet grammatical stan-

Prep News 85 Policy

The Volume 85 Prep News 
opinion section serves the 

purpose of being the vehicle of 
the personal opinions of stu-
dents, faculty, or others. All top-
ics discussed in the section will 
be related to St. Louis University 
High School.

Nothing published either 
as an editorial or as a letter to 
an editor should be considered 
the opinion of the school, the 
administration, or anyone other 
than its author or authors.

A Prep News editorial is the 
opinion of all five editors on a 
particular topic.

A commentary or column 
is an opinion of one member of 
the Prep News staff, not of the 
Prep News itself.

A perspective or notebook, 
like a commentary, is the opin-
ion of one person, often a Prep 

dards, but they will not skew the 
author’s original intent. Also, 
the editors reserve the right to 
withhold from publication any 
submission if it is deemed vul-
gar, tasteless, or otherwise inap-
propriate. Authors should be 
available for the editor to contact 
them before publication to ad-
dress matters of concern.

All authors wishing to have 
letters published must submit 
them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednes-
day before the letter is to be pub-
lished.

Letters should be emailed 
to prepnews@sluh.org, and, if 
possible, a signed copy should 
be given to a Prep News editors 
or moderator or mailed to the 
Prep News courtesy of St. Louis 
University High School, 4970 
Oakland, St. Louis, MO 63110.

Prep News 85 Platform

As the student-run newspaper of St. 
Louis University High School, the 

Prep News is a weekly publication that 
strives to inform the SLUH community 
about events and people, with its focus 
on those pertaining to the school, pri-
marily through the written word.

The Prep News is neither the voice 
of the administration nor the students. 
Rather, the newspaper serves to gather 
and distribute information for the en-
tire school. The Prep News editors and 
staff members make every effort to be 
objective in their news coverage and 
editing.

The members of the editorial staff 
are co-workers and share equally the 
duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, 
and staff management. All of the editors 
share responsibility and leadership of 
the paper. The editors are supported by 
a core staff of regular reporters as well as 
artists and photographers.

It is the role of the editors to seek 

out and facilitate the reporting of all 
significant news at SLUH. While any 
faculty member or student is welcome 
to submit suggestions to the editors for 
potential articles, the Prep News is never 
obligated to publish any article idea.

Our primary emphasis as editors 
of the Prep News is upon clear and ac-
curate writing and careful editing. We 
also attempt to include visual expres-
sion—photography, drawing, technical 
aids, etc.—in every issue and on our 
web site. Despite our desire to make the 
paper visually appealing, we commit 
ourselves not to allow form to super-
sede substance.

The editorial staff will use social 
media to communicate with the pa-
per’s readership and to update students 
about SLUH events and highlight the 
paper’s content. The editors will not al-
low their goal of speed and accessibility 
online to weaken their commitment to 
accuracy and depth.

The Prep News strongly encour-
ages underclassman involvement, and 
our office on the second floor of the Je-
suit Wing, room J220, is always open for 
involvement, criticism, praise, or sug-
gestions. Contributed student opinions 
are also welcome under the Prep News 
Editorial Policy. Without student reac-
tion and feedback, the Prep News could 
not function.

If the Prep News is inaccurate, we 
will correct any significant error in the 
following issue and on our web site as 
soon as possible.

Furthermore, the editors assume 
sole responsibility for the text of news 
and sports articles, features, and edito-
rials. We ask faculty or students who 
take issue with the manner in which the 
news was reported or find an error to 
bring it to the attention of the editors, 
not the individual reporters.

This is the platform of the editors 
of Volume 85 of the Prep News.
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BY Jacob Sprock
NEWS EDITOR

Last Friday, a student 
at Saint Louis U. High 

was seen during the pass-
ing period breaking the 
hallway rules made in or-
der to maintain safety dur-
ing a national pandemic, 
showing how much of an 
absolute badass he is by re-
fusing to consider the safe-
ty of himself and others. 

The rebel, whose iden-

Absolute badass student seen walking 
opposite direction of other students in the 
hallway

tity is unknown at the mo-
ment, garnered the admira-
tion of some students and 
even faculty after he traveled 
from senior hallway to the 
J-wing without making the 
required loop through fresh-
man hallway.

“He’s such a renegade,” 
said senior and drummer for 
local band The Scamps Rob 
Brooks. “Not many people at 
SLUH have the (guts) to put 
not only their own life but 

the lives of hundreds of other 
people at risk.”

“If I were to make a list 
of the most badass men ever, 
the only three on it would 
be Chuck Norris, Batman, 
and whoever this is,” said 
art teacher Mr. Sean Pow-
ers, referencing his 9-foot, 
near-finished painting of a 
tall, muscular figure walk-
ing down the wrong side of 
the hallway. “He’s such an 
inspiration for everyone who 

wants to stand up to author-
ity and say, ‘We will not be 
forced to walk in a direction 
we don’t want to walk.’”

Other SLUH students 
confirmed that, along with 
breaking hallway rules, the 
reactionary frequently walks 
in front of the Main Of-
fice with his shirt untucked 
and sometimes turns in as-
signments five minutes late. 
What a badass.

Weather Balloon:
Three days til 

liftoff

Science teacher Bill 
Anderson and the En-
vironmental STEM 
class plan to launch the 
first weather balloon 
of the year on this Sat-
urday, September 19.  
Students should check 
their emails for updates 
on the weather balloon’s 
journey.

art | by Nathan Rich 

art | by Nathan Rich



ENTERTAINMENT Prep NewsSeptember 16, 2020

Volume 85, Issue 2 5AMDG

Title: A Punny PN 
Puzzle
BY JACOB SPROCK

ACROSS
1. Military base located in 
Al Kåharj, abbr.
5. Animals the player shoots 
in a 1984 game that contains 
the same animal in its title 
10. Frequent detention par-
ticipant from a popular ani-
mated Fox show
14. Beats competitor
15. Incorrect label for A&P  
16. A Zamboni driver?
*17. Some Blueberries play-
ing guitar
19. How Hamlet might ad-
dress you
*20. What you’d call a three-
humped camel 

Bernie Kilcullen 
REPORTER

McDonald’s has had 
a fantastic Septem-

ber. From the beginning of 
school until now, they have 
promoted and released three 
new items that have kept our 
taste buds satisfied and our 
stomachs full, most notably 
their collaboration with fa-
mous rapper Travis Scott for 
the Travis Scott Meal. 

From an unbiased 
consumer perspective, the 
sandwich is no different (be-
sides the added shredded 

lettuce) than a Bacon Quar-
ter Pounder with Cheese. 
You may be asking yourself, 
how much of a difference 
can shredded lettuce make? 
Well, let me tell you that it 
provides an absolutely nec-
essary, crunchy texture and 
burst of freshness to the 
thick quarter-pound burger. 

The fries come with 
BBQ sauce to dip in too, 
which is rather common and 
at this point, juvenile. If you 
have not been dipping your 
fries in a variety of sauces, 
have you truly been eating 

Food Review:

21. Requiring a lot
22. A large prairie, to Brits
23. Baby trees, for short
25. What you might put on 
1-Down
28. 2017 action role playing 
game where the player leads 
a group of exiles to freedom
31. Giveaway of a cheater at 
a cards table
34. Concerning, about
36. Story of a deceased per-
son’s life, shortly
38. Onomatopoeia found 
behind fast cartoon charac-
ters
40. How Hamlet might say 
“had summoned”
41. Drudges
42. Disney Princess
43. “If you’re gonna ___, 
___ in this!” - Garth Algar

44. Alternate term for black-
thorn
45. Punk-Rock band that 
people say you shouldn’t 
meet?
46. Italian dinner
48. King of the Hill charac-
ter whose name is an ana-
gram of the protagonist
50. Dodge Charger model 
for Fast and Furious lovers, 
abbr.
51. City that features a pop-
ular architectural landmark
53. Quintessential Austra-
lian foe
55. What Charlie of France, 
Freddie II of Prussia, and 
Alex of Macedonia have in 
common
58. Shoots for the stars?
63. What campers save for a 

rainy day
* 64. A cow with no legs
66. Star of The Princess Dia-
ries and The Devil Wears 
Prada, Hathaway
67. An English coastal city 
or Liverpool with the gross 
part cut out
68. American Literature
69. Hasty writing of what 
many Americans will be on 
November 3
70. More suitable
71. Internet content warn-
ing, abbr.
DOWN
1. Common vegetarian 
sandwich, for short
2. Alternate source of slip-
ping to banana peel in car-
toons
3. Popular form of auditory 

stimulation on the internet
4. Requirement of a defend-
er for a charging foul
5. Creator of many animal 
communicators and evil 
step-moms
6. Wife of Ozai in Avatar: 
The Last Airbender
7. Favored tool of Two-Face 
and Mr. Steingruby
8. Things you get out at a 
massage parlor
9. Prefix meaning “with” or 
“together”
*10. How vampires like their 
food
11. What someone might do 
the day after a tough work-
out
12. Another name for the 
sea crossed by Moses
13. Artist behind “Mr. Steal 

Your Girl”
18. Country that features a 
handful of popular architec-
tural landmarks
21. News company behind 
All Things Considered and 
Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell Me!
24. Sections of a Shake-
spearean work
25. Boxing prods
26. “There’s ___ for that”
27. Enchantress that helps 
Jason obtain the golden 
fleece
29. What to do with punches
30. Form of literary con-
sumption that is seeing in-
creased use during the pan-
demic
32. Possible nickname for 
the star of The Breakfast 
Club, Pretty in Pink, and 
Sixteen Candles
33. A fake fan
*35. Black and white and left 
in classrooms all over
37. Something creativity be-
gets
39. Part of a ship on which 
Peter Pan and Captain Hook 
meet in battle
41. A social media influenc-
er might make a lot of these, 
abbr.
45. Standing on the center 
circle of a soccer field
47. What one might trade 
for tat
49. Founder of an adult 
magazine, Hugh
52. Measurement of sun-
shine, or sudden change in 
altitude
54. Hailing from the city
55. Rockstar Games’s 2013 
feature title
56. A one-person argument 
popular on Twitter
57. Technical name for a sea 
eagle
59. Popular type of beer 
among the youth
60. Germanic festival with 
possible origins rooted in 
worship of Odin
61. Part of a dish served at 
Indie’s dinner at the Temple 
of Doom
62. A type of sand dune
64. Cause of worry and anx-
iety at SLUH
65. What a sports commen-
tator might say during a tie-
breaking play, abbr.

fries? The fries themself are 
still textbook McDonald’s 
fries. A couple of secrets to 
guaranteeing a fresh, crispy 
fry is to either order as soon 
as lunch opens at 10:30 a.m., 
or to ask for your fries well 
done. 

The final piece of the 
Travis Scott Meal is the 
Sprite. As always, McDon-
ald’s knocks their Sprite out 
of the park. You should ex-
pect nothing less from the 
king of Sprite.

Again, the content of 
this meal is nothing surpris-

ing or groundbreaking for
McDonald’s. The most 

significant benefit of this 
meal is the price. A regu-
lar Bacon Quarter Pounder 
Meal will run you eight dol-
lars and some change while 
Mr. Scott is able to offer his 
meal for only six dollars, be-
fore tax. With a great price 
and overall solid meal, I 
would give this experience 
an 8 out of 10. Nothing cra-
zy, but a very solid meal. 

photo | courtesy of Bernie Kilcullen  

Lettuce consider the Travis Scott Burger



Jack Ryback 
CORE STAFF  

The St. Louis U. High foot-
ball team has been practic-

ing since mid-July and has been 
maneuvering to get practice 
time while still adhering to the 
CDC’s guidelines. Sanitizing 
equipment, non-players wear-
ing masks, and pre-practice 
check-ins are all precautions 
the team has taken in an effort 
to stay on the field during the 
pandemic.

After contact with any 
training equipment the equip-
ment is sanitized and put back 
in action. During practice, all 
coaching staff and managers 
are required to wear masks and 
are asked to distance themselves 
from others. Additionally, prior 
to stepping on the field, the play-
ers and staff are required for a 
check-in to ensure the safety of 
others.

Currently fall contact 
sports have been split into four 
phases, each with its own spe-
cific set of rules. As of now 
the football team is in Phase 3, 
meaning they can hold practices 
and scrimmages. They cannot, 
however, have any full games 
while in Phase 3.

With the recent announce-
ment from St. Louis County 
Executive Sam Page restricting 
high risk sports to practice only 
and no games, the coaching staff 
is holding meetings trying to 
decide how to proceed with the 
team.

“We have three or four 
weeks before we have to make 
a decision,” said head coach 
Mike Jones. “We are going to 
approach that deadline hoping 
that we can play this fall.”

The players are anxious to 
get back on the field and want to 
play this fall. The team has been 
practicing both on the field and 
in the weight room in prepara-
tion for the green light to com-
pete.

“Not being able to play 
(has been difficult),” said junior 
Luke Johnston. “As a team we 
are ready to go and do big things 
this year if given the opportu-
nity.”

The team is struggling to 
stay optimistic about playing 
this fall, but continue to work 
both on and off the field in or-
der to be ready for the year. How 
COVID changes in the next few 
weeks will be a decisive factor on 
when and if we have a football 
season at SLUH this year.

“We’ve really been con-
necting as a program and our 
team chemistry is heading in 
the right direction,” said junior 
Andre Tucker. 

 
 

BY Carter Spence
REPORTER

The SLUH Swim & Dive 
program began its quest 

for a third straight state title 
this week. The team got the 
green light to enter Phase 
3 of the reopening plan for 
high school sports last Fri-
day. As a low-risk  sport, 
they can now begin compe-
titions against other schools 
in the area, beginning this 
week with a meet on Tues-
day vs. CBC, and later in the 
week vs. De Smet.

The return to fall 
sports can always be chal-
lenging, but especially in a 
year where COVID-19 has 
disrupted nearly every as-
pect of life.

“One of the most chal-
lenging things has been get-
ting everyone back in shape 
after being out of shape all 
summer and not having 
many pools open for every-
one to try to get back in. 
We have been upping the 
intensity of practices and 
made sure we did dry land 
over the summer to stay in 
shape a bit and not slack off 
too much,” said senior Eli 
Butters.

Although competitions 
will finally begin, many re-
strictions will continue to 
be enforced at practice and 
at meets. At competitions, 
for instance, spectators 
are not allowed to attend. 
Swimmers will have to rely 

BY Louis Cornett
STAFF

In the past two weeks, the 
SLUH soccer program has 

adapted to COVID-19, trying 
to make a return to practices 
as normal as possible: players 
now have to line up on chalk 
lines, six feet apart, and wait 
to be temperature checked and 
complete a health survey. Af-
ter completion of the survey, 
students receive hand sanitizer 
and enter into the soccer sta-
dium, sitting socially distanced 
in the stands. 

on each other for encour-
agement and noise.

“I don’t think not hav-
ing fans will impact our 
guys that much,” said head 
coach Lindsey Ehret. “It’s 
more about our guys getting 
excited for their teammates, 
so the noise on deck is re-
ally more impactful than in 
the stands.”

Ever since practice be-
gan on Aug. 24, Ehret and 
her staff have had to com-
ply with COVID-19 guide-
lines to ensure practices run 
safely and smoothly. Masks 
must be worn by swimmers 
when they are not in the 
pool, and social distancing 
guidelines are strictly en-
forced by Ehret, who said 
she sometimes has to “po-
lice” the rules.

In normal years, there 
would be a single big JV 
team; however, this year, 
there will be two JV teams: 
JV1 and JV2. 

“I know these kids have 
been stuck at home, so I 
created JV1 and JV2 to give 
everyone a chance to stay 
active and participate,” she 
said.

Although practices 
would typically be held at 
Forest Park Community 
College, the team has had 
to shift to practices at Villa 
Duchesne and Chaminade. 
Varsity is able to practice at 
Chaminade on weeknights, 
and JV1/ JV2 have split up 

Currently, SLUH soccer is 
practicing four to five times a 
week following the guidelines 
set by the City of St. Louis. 

“The phase numbers have 
sort of drifted out of the equa-
tion,” said Athletic Director 
Chris Muskopf. “The newest 
guidelines currently permit us 
to conduct drills that would 
induce contact but the groups 
would have to be smaller.”

If SLUH soccer were to 
allow players to engage in con-
tact during drills in compli-
ance with the City’s guidelines, 

the separated player practice 
squads would have to de-
crease from 20 players to 11 
or fewer. Varsity head coach 
Bob O’Connell decided to stay 
with practices involving non-
contact activities through next 
week for safety reasons. 

“Our logic is that it is more 
dangerous to regroup our play-
ers,” said O’Connell. 

Currently, fitness and 
socially distanced drills such 
as passing and individual ball 
work have replaced 11 v 11 
scrimmages and games. In the 

strange world of high school 
sports, the coaches and play-
ers of SLUH are focused on the 
positive of just being back on 
the field.      

“Just the fact that we 
can be out here and be with 
one another is a great thing,” 
O’Connell said. 

“Right now, we still have a 
chance to play,” said junior Ben 
Ridgway. “I just hope we con-
tinue to have that chance.”

With tryouts originally 
scheduled for the week of Aug. 
10, the process of finalizing a 
team is still largely a mystery 
and the revised date for try-
outs is still unknown. Unable 
to properly analyze players 
based on fitness and passing, 
O’Connell and his staff have to 
wait until the guidelines of the 
city allow contact at practices. 

With a potential champi-
onship-caliber team aided by 
returning players such as senior 
Tilahun Murphy and new-
comers such as junior Stephen 
Saladin, all players and coaches 
hope tryouts will happen soon 
and the regular season too. 

While the team awaits 
the crucial information about 
their season’s future, every-
one involved in SLUH’s soccer 
program has remained healthy 

times in the afternoon at 
Villa Duchesne. The diving 
team has been able to prac-
tice with De Smet.

Besides the location, 
one of the most challenging 
aspects of this new normal 
has been the distancing at 
practice. In a typical year, 
Ehret was used to groups 
of swimmers being huddled 
on one end of the pool and 
easily receiving instruc-
tions; now, however, those 
in a lane are positioned in 
four different areas of the 
lane: a group on both ends, 
and two in the middle.

“It’s been a struggle 
trying to communicate, es-
pecially while I’m wearing a 
mask in a pool that already 
doesn’t have great sound 
quality,” Ehret said.

In the event that a 
swimmer would test posi-
tive for COVID-19, those 
who shared a lane with 
the swimmer would have 
to quarantine for 14 days. 
Anyone else who came in 
contact with that swimmer 
would also have a mandato-
ry quarantine. Fortunately, 
the Swim & Dive program 
has not yet encountered a 
positive case of COVID-19.

“I’ve been really im-
pressed with the level of 
communication that the 
swimmers have had with me 
and their parents,” said Eh-
ret. “We’ve had people with 
symptoms, and people with 

siblings or family members 
with symptoms, but no pos-
itive tests.” 

After two smaller com-
petitions this week against 
CBC and De Smet, the team 
will prepare for a “mini-
invitational” on Oct. 3. The 
event will feature many 
schools from the area, in-
cluding Kirkwood, who 
placed third in state last 
year.

“Kirkwood will be one 
of our main sources of com-
petition in defending our 

with zero positive COVID-19 
cases since the beginning of 
August. Safety is the number 
one priority and players are fol-
lowing all of the rules set forth 
by the county and SLUH, and 
wearing masks when entering 
and leaving the stadium. Con-
tinued safety precautions allow 
for the possibility of a season 
this fall.

In the event that the fall 
season is cancelled, soccer 
would likely be rescheduled for 
the spring. 

As the rocky world of high 
school sports is continuously 
influenced by COVID-19, the 
next few weeks will be deci-
sive in whether a season will 
be played. The only way a full 
season can begin is with haste; 
tryouts and games have to be-
gin or the season will overlap 
into the winter, according to 
O’Connell. 

As of now, no players or 
coaches of SLUH know what 
the future holds, but are hope-
ful that a season is still possible, 
and that their work can push 
them towards a championship. 

 

“We have a state-caliber team”: SLUH soccer hopes to play.

photo | Louis CornettTwo freshmen warming up at practice yesterday.

Football 
looking for 
optimism; 
waiting for 
clearance for 
games

state title,” Ehret said. “It 
will probably be the fastest 
competition we’ll have all 
year.”

Even amid a pandemic, 
there is still much optimism 
for another state title run.

 “I think we’re looking 
just as strong as ever and we 
are going to be able to put 
together some great relays 
with new freshmen that are 
really stepping up and help-
ing the team out,” said But-
ters.

Art | Nathan Rich

New year, new pool: COVID-19 forces swim team to 
find new practice location; meets coming soon
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Cross country is back in 
full swing with meets 

on the horizon! Having 
received permission from 
the City Health Depart-
ment, the Saint Louis U. 
High cross country team is 
now permitted to compete 
against other XC teams in 
the Saint Louis region.

Last week, the City 
Health Department an-
nounced new health proto-
cols and guidelines related 
to sports. These regulations 
allow for low risk sports to 
hold interscholastic com-
petition with other high 

schools in the region. Cross 
country, falling into the low 
risk category, has begun 
to start preparing to race 
against other competition.

“I am really excited to 
race as a team this season,” 
said senior Daniel Hogan. 
“I initially didn’t think for 
sure that we would have the 
opportunity to do so as a 
team. But the team has put a 
lot of effort and work in the 
offseason, and I am excited 
to show how much stronger 
our team has gotten in these 
future races.”

Cross country head 
coach Joe Porter has already 
started scheduling meets 

with other schools in the 
area. Next Monday, he plans 
to host a dual meet with 
Lafayette High School in a 
location still yet to be deter-
mined.

“Following the newly 
announced guidelines from 
the city, I immediately 
started contacting coaches 
from the other schools to 
start planning meets,” said 
Porter. “All the meets that 
we had in the past had been 
canceled, so I was basically 
starting from scratch.”

Most meets will be 
smaller meets in order to 
make it easier to accom-
modate the guidelines set 

by the city, and meets will 
be broken down into heats 
to limit the number of com-
petitors in each race. The 
number of competitors in 
each heat will vary from 
race to race.

Porter still plans to 
maintain the safety and 
health procedures that have 
been happening at practice. 
The team members will con-
tinue to be separated into 
groups, and these groups 
will remain separated in or-
der to minimize the risk of 
spreading the virus across 
the entire team.  Athletes 
will also continue to check 
in and fill out the athletic 

survey.
“Just because the city 

has given us permission 
to race, this doesn’t mean 
that we should remove our 
health procedures. In fact, it 
is even more important for 
us to adhere to them now 
that we have a season,” said 
Porter.

Porter is still unsure 
whether the team will be 
able to compete at the Dis-
trict and State meets.

“Right now, the city 
is only allowing us to race 
against teams in the St. 
Louis region. In order for us 
to compete in those meets, 

the city is going to have to 
change its regulations.”

Still, the team is really 
excited to show off its depth 
and strength in the meets to 
come.

Racers ready to run: SLUH XC prepares for first meets of the year 

High-Contact Practice: COVID-19 Edition
Compiled by Louis Cornett, Thomas Ziegler

Freshman soccer coach Brock Kesterson (foreground) directs practice. 

Senior kicker Tyler Ridgway holds for junior kicker Thomas Ziegler.

Varsity soccer coach Bob O’Connell (second row from left, all dark) leads one-touch passing drills. 

Freshmen and sophomores warm up before Tuesday’s practice. 

SLUH offensive linemen work on 
their snaps. 

To maintain distance, SLUH punt returners 
took punts next to the Field House. 
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tinued to come through 
the doors of Oakland Avenue, 
the numbers were relatively 
small. 

“I would characterize 
that as an era of black courage 
and achievement but in small 
numbers,” said Kovarik.

Upward Bound was cre-
ated during this period in 
1966 to prepare students, 
particularly those from dis-
advantaged backgrounds, for 
the college prep environment 
of SLUH. 

While the numbers in-
creased slowly, SLUH worked 
to reach out to students of 
color and generate a student 
body that more closely re-
flected the demographics of 
the city in which the school 
was located. In 1991, the 
board of trustees released the 
Minority Action Plan. The 
6-page document had three 
areas of focus: reaffirm the 
school’s dedication to Upward 
Bound; reaffirm the impor-
tance of the Organization of 
Black Achievement, which 
eventually became ACES; and 
recruit more minority faculty 
members.

 “Over the past 30 
years (since the Minority Ac-
tion Plan), we have had mod-
est efforts to create racial di-
versity equity and inclusion 
here,” said Kovarik. “It hasn’t 
been a steady upward trajec-
tory but I think we have had 
modest efforts. We have had 
some successes, but also some 
periods of time where we have 
not had as much progress.” 

Present 

Following the unarmed 
deaths of Breonna Taylor, 
George Floyd, and Ahmaud 
Arbery—all African Ameri-
cans—and the unrest that fol-
lowed their deaths, it became 

clear to Kovarik that some-
thing had to be done.

“The events of the last 
five or six years, some of the 
disciplinary issues we have 
had in recent years, and cer-
tainly the events of this past 
summer have been catalytic 
events that have kicked us 
into a new era of racial di-
versity equity and inclusion 
efforts   here at SLUH,” said 
Kovarik. “I certainly didn’t 
feel like the response needed 
to be mine alone so I tried to 
bring together people to think 
about what SLUH’s response 
could look like.”

Kovarik’s first step was 
mobilizing the faculty Com-
mittee on Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion. Through their 
discussions, the summer in-
carnation of the Voices of 
SLUH series was born. How-
ever, instead of the traditional 
written medium, these reflec-
tions were all through video. 

Voices of SLUH modera-
tor Kate Toussaint was tapped 
to organize the project, and 
received help and input from 
other faculty members such 
as Kovarik, campus minister 
Simonie Anzalone, English 
teacher Adam Cruz, college 
counselor Daniel Shields, and 
Assistant Principal for Mis-
sion Jim Linhares. Linhares’s 
son Will, ’10,  volunteered his 
video editing skills.

“We had this idea to have 
first person narratives, but 
it just sort of evolved from 
there,” said Toussaint. “The 
great thing is that we let our 
students shine and show their 
voices.”

The first reflection came 
from Ryan Hopkins, ’16 who 
discussed the time he encoun-
tered a police officer at a park, 
only for the tense situation to 
be diffused by his SLUH hock-
ey hoodie, and related that 
experience to a film he made. 

The second video in the in-
stallment came from current 
juniors Xavier Jallow Turner 
and Ismael (Ish) Karim, who 
reflected on their run-in with 
a man who targeted them 
with racist statements. The 
third was a collaboration be-
tween current seniors Carter 
Fortman and Albert Harrold, 
who discussed their inter-
racial friendship, and how 
white people can be allies. The 
fourth was from current se-
nior Cory Lyles who discussed 
his hope for an improved fu-
ture. The fifth featured Jack 
Callahan ’18 who discussed 
his work with his fraternity 
to encourage The University 
of Alabama to acknowledge 
their prejudiced past. The 
sixth came from parent Chris 
Brooks who discussed two 
stories from his past where he 
was racially profiled. The sev-
enth came from Daniel Heard, 
’04, who discussed action and 
education within the struggle 
for racial equality. In the final 
episode, Joshua Saleem, ’02, 
discussed the acronym ALLY 
to explain the best way to be 
an ally with the movement.

The project was initially 
only supposed to last two 
weeks, but it ended up ex-
tending to two months. 

“It was way better, way 
stronger, way more powerful 
than what I had personally 
envisioned,” said Toussaint. 

“As the Director (of Eq-
uity and Inclusion) I don’t 
feel I have all the answers, 
I feel like my job is to solicit 
and bring together the voices 
of our community and help 
coordinate those efforts,” said 
Kovarik. “The Voices of SLUH 
was a way for the community 
to process and think about, 
for people to tell their stories 
and to give students and fami-
lies the chance to think about 
these things in a prayerful and 

spiritual way.”
An additional step that 

Kovarik took was to meet 
with the PACES (Parents As-
sociation for Cultural Enrich-
ment at SLUH) to find out 
how they were feeling about 
the current events. 

In response to the kill-
ing of George Floyd, PACES 
held a virtual meeting to dis-
cuss what their members were 
feeling after the killing and 
also what PACES and SLUH 
can do as a whole to help the 
members in this difficult time. 

“It was a really fantas-
tic conversation,” said parent 
Joycelyn Barnes “The people 
really expressed how serious 
this is, and the thought of 
what if this had happened to 
a loved one—a fear that this is 
still happening. I’m glad that 
we were able to provide that 
opportunity for a conversa-
tion amongst the parents.”

Future

Moving forward, 
Kovarik, PACES, and the fac-
ulty Committee on Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion hope 
to use his momentum to im-
prove diversity here at SLUH. 

“Our goal is to have 
transparent conversations 
about racism and how it is a 
real sickness in our world and 
in our city and in our school,” 
said Toussaint, who, along 
with moderating Voices of 
SLUH, will be moderating the 
Anti-Racist Coalition.

Three things that Kovarik 
sees need improvement are 
more minority representation 
within faculty, more minority 
representation in the student 
body, and continued refine-
ment of the curriculum to im-
prove the diversity. 

“We have a relatively new 
subcommittee of the board 
of trustees that is dedicated 

to Equity and Inclusion and 
that committee is working 
on a new vision and plan for 
DEI efforts at SLUH,” said 
Kovarik. “I am excited about 
this being a marker of SLUH 
entering into the next chap-
ter in its history which I hope 
will be a very positive one and 
one that sees a lot of needed 
changes that make SLUH 
more racially equitable and 
inclusive.”

Minority enrollment has 
increased despite still fall-
ing short of the demograph-
ics of St. Louis City. Between 
1946-1991, African American 
students, who are the most 
drastically underrepresented 
group, generally comprised 
between 1-2 percent of the to-
tal enrollment. Presently, they 
make up 7 percent of the stu-
dent population despite mak-
ing up 18 percent of the city 
population. 

In comparison, white 
students make up 84% of the 
student body but just 77% of 
the city population. Hispanic 
students represent 3 percent 
of the student body and 4 per-
cent of the city’s population. 
Asian-American students 
represent 4 percent of the stu-
dent body but 3 percent of the 
city population. 

The divides are even 
more apparent with the fac-
ulty diversity. Ninety percent 
of faculty are white, just 3 per-
cent are Black, 4 percent are 
Latinx, 2 percent are Asian-
American and 1 percent are 
Middle Eastern. 

Kovarik also hopes the 
SLUH community will make 
use of the Voices of SLUH se-
ries in the future. 

“I would also like to 
challenge my colleagues and 
challenge myself as well to 
use things like our Voices of 
SLUH and other initiatives we 
have done here in our class-

rooms, to not just leave them 
on YouTube or on the internet 
but to make them living text 
that we can continue to learn 
from,” said Kovarik.

The Voices of SLUH se-
ries gave Kovarik hope.

“I just was astounded by 
the range of perspectives, by 
the wisdom of our students 
and our parents and our fac-
ulty, and the resourcefulness 
of our community to be able 
to put something together 
and really respond in a way 
that honored the full com-
plexity and the depth of the 
challenges that we as a school 
and we as a nation face in 
terms of racism and racial di-
vision,” said Kovarik.

Toussaint hopes to see 
the movement extend past 
these turbulent times. 

“As teachers and stu-
dents we should be open to 
growth,” said Toussaint. “This 
shouldn’t just pop up because 
someone is murdered or is an 
election year. This should be 
something we are always talk-
ing about.”

Senior Albert Harrold 
believes that the school still 
has a lot of work to do, espe-
cially in regards to educating 
the student body and en-
gaging the students in these 
sometimes difficult topics. 

“In the future I hope to 
see a SLUH that engages bet-
ter with their student body,” 
said Harrold.   “SLUH needs 
to go against the culture of 
settling and actually try to 
educate the student body on 
many of the issues. A lot of 
the racist things that come 
up at SLUH have to do with 
people just being ignorant 
and I think that can be easily 
stopped if we just educate the 
student body.”

Students, alumni, and faculty comment on the past, present, and 
future of race at SLUH
(continued from page 1)
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On Tuesday morning, I walked into
my second period classroom—for

Latin IV with Mark Tychonievich—wor-
rying about the previous night’s transla-
tion homework, which I had yet to com-
plete. The television’s corner was brighter
than usual: I was taken aback. As we filed
in, Tychonievich told us to sit down. This
was the day’s lesson. You want to go to
school? Tychonievich asked in a realistic
tone his friends know well. This is it. The
twin towers of the World Trade Center
looked like smoke stacks, as Tychonievich
later observed.

We were watching because there was

Chinese acrobats visit SLUH
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Every year students nationwide give
up their Saturday mornings to com-

plete the ACT exam, which will be a large
factor in determining where they spend
their next four years after high school.
Each person who has taken the test can
understand the anxiety and pressure asso-
ciated, with it makes the exceptional per-
formance of the Class of 2001 even more
noteworthy. In fact their performance was
so good that SLUH garnered national
recognition for their scores.

The class received a composite aver-
age of 27.9 (out of a possible 36), placing
them in a three-way tie for ninth place

overall nationally. The list is composed of
schools that have 30 or more students
taking the test. The Class of 2001’s com-
posite average edged out the Class of
2000’s by a tenth of a point; the Class of
2001 nationally outranked its predecessor
by two positions.

And while it is impressive that SLUH
outranked some public schools with 30 or
more students testing, what is more im-
pressive is that on the list of schools with
over 100 students testing, SLUH ranks
first overall. This is the third year in a row
that SLUH has ranked highly on the list of
the top 25 schools in the nation.

“The great accomplishments of our
students reflect not only the quality and
intelligence of the kids that attend SLUH,”

guidance counselor Dave Mouldon said,
“but also on the quality of the faculty at
our school.”

SLUH is not alone in St. Louis schools
on the list, though. John Burroughs and
St. Louis Priory tied for 18th place on the
top 25 ranking, and MICDS rounded out
the list at number 25. “The achievements
of the four schools on the list really shows
the strength of the St. Louis area,” said
Principal Robert Bannister, also noting
that no other area in the nation even had
three such schools on the list.

Last year a representative from the
ACT board was sent to SLUH to feature
the school in an article in the quarterly,
national publication Activity. But this year,

COMMENTARY
IVERS REFLECTS ON
GRAVITY OF ATTACK

see TERRORIST, 4

see TESTING, 12

Dan Butler
Reporter

If you were not in atten-
dance last night to see

the New Shanghai Cir-
cus at the SLUH theater,
you missed quite a spec-
tacle.  How often can you
see jugglers tossing
thirty-five pound jars
around like basketballs,
or observe nine people
riding on the same bike at
once?

The New Shanghai Cir-
cus, a subsidiary branch
of the Shanghai Magic
Troupe, journeyed to the
school to perform. Chi-
nese teacher Ching-Ling

see TRICKERY, 5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sophomore questions effectiveness of homework
To the Editors:

      Students at SLUH are overburdened with homework, and the
homework assigned often seems to accomplish little or nothing
at all. During the first few weeks of school, homework is thrust
onto us without regard to any transition time we may need (Why
not curve grades given during the first week?) After the first week
it seems that teachers feel they must continue to rapidly acceler-
ate the amount of homework assigned.

Research has indicated that homework accounts for about
20% of the total time the average student spends on academic
activities. Homework consumes valuable time, and it makes
students choose between extracurricular activities and home-
work. Overzealous assigning of homework can drive the student
into boredom or frustration with a subject or schoolwork in
general. Yet, homework is important, it raises student achieve-

ment and, if used correctly, helps facilitate logical thought, and
may help improve time-management skills.
      Homework helps extend and/or accelerate class by offering
a simple introduction to new material as well as allowing students
to review information and practice newly gained skills. It allows
the teacher to assess how well a student is performing in class and
how ready they are for tests. Homework helps teachers bring
skills and different parts of the curriculum together.
      Homework is useful and has numerous positive effects. It
helps students better retain factual knowledge and gain an in-
creased understanding of the concepts presented in a particular
class. Homework can create an opportunity to improve critical
thinking, as well as concept formation and information process-
ing.
      However, homework is useful only if implemented correctly

TERRORIST
(from 1)

remember there is such a thing as an Arab-American, a true
patriot who happens to be of Arabic descent. A statement by
Muslim and Arab Americans has been issued condemning the
terrorist act “in no uncertain terms.”

The only way to eradicate these blatant stereotypes is to
challenge them and their baseless insinuations. Regardless of
age, status, or background, if someone even utters a racial slur, do
not let it slip by unnoticed. Racism begins with stereotypes and
slurs, and evolves into discrimination and hatred. Do not let your
rage blind you of the truths that this country was founded upon.
We are all equal, for we are all human. Remember that.

Eirik Cheverud
ACES Public Affairs Office

CHEVERUD
(from 3)

see ANONYMOUS, 10

Opinion

nothing to do which was more important, yet I think very few of
us felt or knew the magnitude of the situation. About ten minutes
later, the south tower collapsed. I excused myself and made a
brief search of the upper halls, trying to find any students or
teachers upon whom I could impart the information. They needed
to know. I could honestly think of nothing else besides relating
the situation to anyone I could. I found Latin teacher Mary Lee
McConaghy conversing with a sole student in her classroom.

As I entered her room, I told myself she had surely heard
something; she had not. I spit out the information: hijacked
planes...the Pentagon...the World Trade Center towers...one al-
ready fell... Then I said a word which has stood by itself on
countless lips the last few days: “its...” I could not finish the
thought. I finally said “ridiculous,” then immediately realized my
understatement. Soon we were back in Tychonievich’s room.
The second tower fell. The Pentagon was on fire. Lower Manhat-
tan was a cloudy pile of rubble. Another attacking plane might be
25 minutes from Washington. All I could think of was precedent.
I realized there was none.

I thought about the way the Great Depression reconfigured
the mentality of one or two generations directly and changed the
basics of the U.S. economic and federal banking system. I
thought of the way World War II elevated the U.S. to the peak of
a global pedestal, again, changing American mentality.
Tychonievich was right in assessing the situation’s gravity:
things happened on Tuesday that had never happened in our
nation’s history. I realized I was living through a moment of
before and after. Some of America’s most prominent establish-
ments—from industrial Manhattan to the view American have of
their security—had been “All changed, changed utterly,” as
Yeats said in his poem “Easter 1916.” He was talking about the

execution of 16 Irish nationals by English officers after an
uprising in Dublin which transformed the men from questionable
rebels into heroes and invoked fervent support for the Nationalist
cause among the Irish. He knew the world after that action would
be completely new and different. And so it is now.

As I watched the events unfold, I did not think of the
casualties. I will admit that. The sheer awe the acts against the
country inspired was what mainly drove my emotions on Tues-
day. Now we live in a different world: the world after. Bush lived
like a ghost on the evening news; political and military headlines
on old newspapers in my room seemed completely unimportant.
The gravity of the perceived and the palpable repercussions alone
are too much for me to think of; such an utter change is too much
to comprehend.

September 11, 2001
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Classes are longer, 
breaks less frequent, and 
many clubs and sports have 
come to a grinding halt. 

However, it’s hard to 
deny the satisfaction that 
comes with the ability to 
interact with other people 
again. Longer classes are 
more tolerable than over 
Zoom (the school’s primary 
means of distance learning) 
because students aren’t going 
through it alone anymore. 
Despite the many safety reg-
ulations, students as a whole 
seem to enjoy the chance to 
see their brothers again.

“Even though I could 
only see half of their face, 
it was awesome to see faces 
again,” said senior Alex Uns-
eth. “Time away from people 
really makes life a difficult 
thing.”

Many teachers and other 
students agree with Unseth: 
it’s important to see people 
face-to-face, both from an 
educational standpoint and a 
psychological one.

“We’ve put a lot of re-
sources into trying to have 
people together because I 
think there is a real value in 
human, relational contact, 
and I think it helps people’s 
mental health,” said SLUH 
president Alan Carruthers. 
“I think it helps teachers 
beyond the content piece. I 
think there’s a lot more we do 
in classes, formationally, that 

can only be effective if done 
in an interpersonal way.”

When students trudged 
up to school last Thursday 
morning, they were greeted 
with donuts from a joyous 
troop of seniors, given a pick 
between either a chocolate or 
vanilla long john. 

Before entering the 
building, students had their 
temperature checked by a 
new, touchless system and 
marked their attendance via 
the VisitU app, then received 
their trusty lanyards when 
they reached their first class 
of the day. 

The halls buzzed with 
excitement during the pass-
ing periods, and the echoing 
sounds of chatter bounced 
off the walls as students shuf-
fled to their next class. The 
school had a sort of energy 
about it.

“To see guys back in 
the building together was 
something I hadn’t seen for 
a while,” said Assistant Prin-
cipal for Student Life Brock 
Kesterson. “When you see it 
again for the first time, you 
realize how special it is. You 
see it. You see the look on 
these guys’ faces when you 
talk to them. You see how 
valuable it is to them.”

“When I saw the boys 
here on the first day, I had a 
big grin on,” said President’s 
Office secretary Kim Walsh. 
“It brings some kind of nor-
malcy to see everything back 

in place.”
In general, the first two 

days went well. There were 
no major safety violations, 
and everyone followed the 
guidelines. The trick, accord-
ing to Kesterson, is making 
sure it stays that way.

“What you have to un-
derstand is that if we don’t 
do this right, we’re not going 
to be able to stay here and 
do this,” said Kesterson. “For 
these first couple of days, I’ve 
been really happy that the 
guys are taking it seriously.”

As explained by Car-
ruthers and Kesterson, the 
issue is not always about 
people staying safe at school 
so much as it’s about peo-
ple staying safe outside of 
school. With students often 
breaking social distancing to 
attend parties and hang out 
with friends in public, the 
rate of infection for teenag-
ers has been steadily increas-
ing. 

“I think there’s a col-
lective responsibility as well 
as a school responsibility to 
make sure people are safe,” 
said Carruthers.

What’s evident about 
the SLUH experience with 
the coronavirus thus far is 
that there is no definite way 
to handle things. With situ-
ations constantly changing 
and new restrictions be-
ing put in place every day 
alongside more scientific 
breakthroughs in COVID 

research, it can be difficult 
to develop a single system to 
handle everything.

“We’ve added elements 
as science has improved—as 
we’ve learned more about the 
virus,” said Carruthers. “We 
have added elements as we 
learn more about how (stu-
dents) are interacting and 
moving about the building. 
We are constantly reflecting 
before we act and analyzing 
whether we are making the 
right actions and whether 
things need to be adjusted, 
particularly as we add ele-
ments.”

As the school continues 
on its trek in mask-to-mask 
learning, students and teach-
ers are hopeful for the year to 
come. 

“I think it’s really neat—
the tenacity,” said Walsh. “I 
think somehow we’re gonna 
find us being closer. I think 
we’ve come a long way, and 
I’m really proud of what 

we’ve done as a school.”
“If SLUH continues to 

push a message of positivity 
and create a sense of happi-
ness and pride for students 
and families, I think this 
could be the year where we 
look back and admire our 
pure strength,” said Unseth. 

 For Kesterson, it’s 
all about the mentality that 
students have going into the 
year and struggling with the 
hardships it brings. To him, 
we can’t expect the year to be 
the same experience as years 
prior; instead, we need to be-
lieve in something and build 
upon it.

“If you get too bogged 
down with all the details 
and with all the frustration 
of this, it’ll really wear you 
down,” said Kesterson. “It 
can lead to a lot of negativ-
ity. Try to keep your mind in 
a positive place. Rely on each 
other. I think we can really 
get to a point where we can 

label it a success.”
Carruthers believes that 

the best course of action for 
right now to have a good 
year is to keep things low-
stress and focus on things 
like education, formation, 
and compassion. 

“It won’t be the greatest 
year of all time,” said Car-
ruthers. “We need to come 
to grips with the fact that 
the time for perfection is not 
now. You have to go from an 
Apollo 11 mission, where 
you’re looking to walk on the 
moon and do all these firsts, 
to an Apollo 13 mission, 
where you’re just trying to 
land the ship safely and get 
everybody home. My hope is 
to get through this safely, to 
learn, to continue to grow as 
a community.”

“But, we had to apply and 
be approved in order to have 
an event in the city, and with 
the capacity numbers that 
they were limiting us to, we 
realized that it was going to be 
very difficult to have there.”

SLUH organizers were 
aware that the outdoor envi-
ronment would not be ideal 
for comfort, and tried to make 
the ceremonies as comfort-
able and enjoyable as possible 
given the circumstances. One 
decision that they chose was 
to make both senior gather-
ings evening affairs in order 
to avoid the summer heat and 
the sun.

“I thought the timing 
was perfect,” said Kesterson. 
“We tried to make it so when 
we started the ceremony that 
the sun was setting behind the 
Science Center.”

Graduate Peter Michal-
ski was able to see the location 
and timing as a silver lining. 

The timing, especially at the 
graduation ceremony, created 
a nice aesthetic with the fad-
ing sunlight reflecting off the 
white tuxedos of the gradu-
ates.

“It was a really cool thing 
that this was happening at 
sunset,” said Michalski. “It 
was a beautiful evening. The 
setting sun turned the sky 
orange, and it was just really 
cool to see all my classmates 
around me wearing these su-
per nice white tuxedos with 
this magnificent sky in the 
background.”

In another attempt to 
maximize comfort, the orga-
nizers also tried to stream-
line the ceremonies to help 
limit the amount of time that 
the graduates and their fami-
lies were outside while also 
maintaining the spirit of the 
ceremonies. One particularly 
noticeable change was cutting 
the tradition of reading out 
student GPAs. 

“We surely didn’t want 
to rush it, but we wanted to 
make sure that it was a com-
fortable night for people,” said 
Kesterson.

 “They were very 
simple, but were two beauti-
ful ceremonies,” said gradu-
ate Emmanuel Reyes. “I didn’t 
think that they were too long 
or too short.”

Despite all the alterations 
to these two senior traditions, 
these events were still memo-
rable and meaningful.

“I was just really glad 
that they could put it on. Be-
ing there with everyone after 
not seeing them for a long 
time was very special to me. 
I thought it was a good way 
to say our last goodbyes,” 
said Reyes. “I was also really 
happy with the safety proto-
cols in place. It is one of those 
things that you cannot take 
for granted.”

“For me, I think the Bac-
calaureate Mass was very spe-

cial. I had not been to a Mass 
in a while because of social 
distancing regulations and it 
was simply a beautiful Mass. I 
also got to see my classmates 
for the first time in a while,” 
said Michalski. “I don’t think 
the Mass lost any of its sig-
nificance due to the changes 
that were made. I think SLUH 
did a nice job to maintain the 
spirit of these events while 
still abiding by health proto-
col.”

“I think these moments 
were quite special. If you 
think about it, these experi-
ences are once in a lifetime 
moments and so unique,” said 
graduate Jameson Horvath. 
“We are the class of 2020 that 
graduated in the midst of a 
pandemic. I think this is al-
ways going to be something 
that I remember.”

In addition to the Bac-
calaureate Mass and Gradu-
ation ceremony, the Junior 
Ring ceremony also needed 
some adaptations in order 
to follow health protocols. 
Planning began in July, yet at 
first the planning committee 
members were unsure about 
how to format the Junior Ring 
ceremony.

“I didn’t always think 
that it was going to be in per-
son,” said junior class moder-
ator Tracy Lyons. “I think we 
talked about live streaming 
Mass and then having faculty 
members delivering rings or 
even having a smaller version 
‘Driving of the Bills’ where Ju-
niors could drive by, pick up 
their rings, and sign the ban-

ner.”
The committee ended 

up settling with the plan to 
host the ceremony in the 
Field House and limiting at-
tendence to members of the 
junior class. 

“The decision to be in 
person or not really hinged on 
how much capacity we had in 
the different spaces,” said Ly-
ons. “We knew that it wasn’t 
going to work in the Com-
mons, so we tried the Field 
House. Dr. Kesterson mea-
sured out the Field House, 
and we realized that both the 
students and parents wouldn’t 
fit in there, that only the stu-
dents could.”

The organizing commit-
tee believed that this was the 
best way to deal with the cir-
cumstances that were given.

“We thought that we 
would try as hard as we could 
to create an in-person event. 
It certainly looked different 
than what people initially 
thought that it would be like,” 
said Lyons. “The fact that it is 
a big part of the tradition at 
SLUH, we wanted to try our 
best to make it happen, and 
we wanted to try our best to 
make it the most accessible 
and safe.”

Extensive safety protocol 
was put in place during the 
ceremony. Students had to 
maintain six feet at all times 
and wear masks, and during 
communion were not allowed 
to remove their masks until 
the Eucharistic   Minister had 
moved on to the next person. 
No one touched the rings ex-

cept the individual student, 
and students received their 
own sharpie to sign the ban-
ner and keep. There was also 
only one cantor, and singing 
was not encouraged.

“I did feel safe,” said se-
nior Bernie Kilcullen. “I was 
a little nervous being on cam-
pus with everybody, but it 
went smoothly and the safety 
protocols put in place really 
made me feel safe.”

“I felt like the organizers 
did a good job at minimizing 
the risk,” said senior Daniel 
Hogan. “I think all the proto-
cols in place really made the 
ceremony safe and minimized 
the risk of the virus spread-
ing.”

Overall, the Junior Ring 
ceremony offered students a 
unique take on this “passing 
of the torch” tradition while 
also limiting the potential 
spread of the virus.

“I was really happy that 
it was going to happen, and 
I thought that it went well,” 
said Kilcullen. “I was really 
excited that we got to receive 
our rings, and just be together 
as a class was very special and 
important to me.”

“It went as smoothly as 
I could have hoped,” said Ly-
ons. “I think that it was nice. I 
thought that the parts we were 
able to save were the special 
parts, students getting their 
rings and Mass.”

Rites of passage adapted for COVID, celebrate milestone over Summer

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

Coming together again: students return to building for hyflex

Matthew Wilmes signs class banner at the Junior Ring ceremony. photo | SLUH Student Media

SLUH students have lunch behind plexiglass barriers. photo | Giuseppe Vitellaro
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in grade school and 
the main trait I associated 
with him was a strong, silent 
type who took a lot of harsh 
stuff from people. Boseman 
portrayed him on screen as 
someone who was frustrated 
with the racism and hatred 
that was thrown towards him. 
The more humane, realistic 
aspects of being an African-
American was something I re-
ally related to with Boseman’s 
performances.

ST: People who knew 
Chadwick best said that he 
was one of the most kind, 
hard working, professional, 
and inspirational people they 
have ever worked with. He 
carried himself and his career 
with a profound sense of re-
sponsibility and he knew how 
important portraying real 
life black icons was. Could 
you see his understanding of 
what these icons meant to the 
audience in the work he pro-
duced?

OO: Definitely. I re-
member after “Black Pan-
ther’’ came out I did a lot of 
research for the prep work 
Boseman put into this role of 
portraying an African charac-
ter. I myself come from Afri-
can descent and my parents 
are both Nigerian, and the 
amount of work and thought 
he put into that role even be-
fore the movie became a huge 
deal I think showed how he 
really understood the influ-
ence of his role and the effect 
it could have on the black and 
african community.

ST: Going off that, the 
director of “Black Panther” 
Ryan Coogler said that during 
a screen test of Boseman for 
“Captain America: Civil War”, 
he was blown away by how 
Boseman worked alongside 
African actor John Kani with 
such depth, and how he spoke 
his lines perfectly in the Xho-
sa language, which he learned 
on the day of filming. Did the 
way he took on that history of 
the character, of African peo-
ple, and perfecting that Native 
tongue mean anything special 
to you, and was it something 
you could relate to?

OO: There were a lot of 
elements of tribal African cul-
ture in “Black Panther”, and 
Boseman especially portrayed 
that really well: his accent was 
spot on, the way he carried 
himself and all of the small 
details really brought that 
character’s roots and the Af-
rican community to life. The 
way he portrayed that char-
acter development of start-
ing out with Wakanda as an 
untouched African country, 
to seeing the rest of the world 
and all of the Africans and 
Black people struggling, and 
then wanting to help and sup-
port Black people across the 
world was really inspiring to 
me, and the way that he por-
trayed that was perfect.

ST: While accepting an 
award, Boseman once spoke 

on Black Panther’s impact on 
the film industry and what 
it meant for Black talent. He 
said: “To be young, gifted 
and Black… We know what 
it’s like to be told that there’s 
not a screen for you to be fea-
tured on,” he said, “We knew 
we had something special that 
we wanted to give the world.” 
As a young and gifted Black 
man yourself, what does this 
speech, and what Chadwick 
stood for, mean to you?

Black person or every person 
of color in America who may 
not feel like they have a place 
to shine.

ST: What do you think 
Chadwick’s role and perfor-
mance as Black Panther ce-
mented in the film industry, 
and what do you hope/expect 
to come from its success, ap-
preciation, and social impor-
tance?

does his hard work and suc-
cess while overcoming trag-
edy inspire you in any way, 
or make you reconsider his 
performances as The Black 
Panther?

OO: Of course. I feel like 
this makes his portrayal of 
T’Challa all the more realis-
tic, and makes his personality 
and the connection between 
the two all the more authen-
tic. This gives him even more 

as heroic as the people he por-
trayed on screen. I think that 
might have been one of the 
reasons he was able to portray 
those roles so well: the defin-
ing characteristics of those 
icons and heroes are also ones 
that Boseman himself por-
trayed in real life.

ST: Boseman played 
some of the most important 
heroes in recent films, but do 
you think he was a hero in real 

brutality incident happens, 
but Boseman spoke out before 
it was common, and before it 
was something for popularity 
in some cases. He was already 
on the ball there, already rais-
ing awareness and risking his 
career to talk about these is-
sues. Being so active and risk-
ing his own public status to 
talk about making a change, 
for the safety, wellbeing, and 
institution of justice for ev-
erybody, was very heroic. 

ST: Speaking of hero-
ics, Boseman was set up to 
be a leader and main figure 
of the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse going forward in future 
Black Panther and Aveng-
ers films. His status was even 
on-par with the likes of Rob-
ert Downey Jr. as Iron Man 
and Chris Evans as Captain 
America. Many Marvel fans 
spoke out at the time of Bose-
man’s death to ask Marvel to 
not replace him in the role, to 
honor both his character and 
Boseman as an actor. What do 
you think is the right thing to 
do to honor the character of 
T’Challa and preserve Bose-
man’s legacy?

OO: I definitely don’t 
think he should be recast or 
replaced by a new character. 
I think that passing the Black 
Panther mantle down to his 
sister Shuri in the movie is the 
perfect way to preserve his leg-
acy as the original Black Pan-
ther, and to respect all of the 
work he put into portraying 
the character so well and so 
thoughtfully. I also think that 
it would maintain the spirit of 
that first Black Panther movie 
by opening the door for a new 
type of activism and represen-
tation in Marvel—and in Hol-
lywood—for Black women. 
Marvel should definitely con-
sider this for the sequel and 
find an honorable closing for 
Boseman.

ST: Chadwick had many 
performances as iconic, leg-
endary figures. Do you think 
he already is, or will become, 
a legend himself?

OO: I think that Bose-
man definitely is a legend al-
ready. If you think about how 
many of the glass ceilings he 
broke through in the indus-
try—especially in something 
as big as the Marvel Uni-
verse—it’s outstanding. Sadly, 
I think that Boseman passed 
before his time. There was so 
much more that he could have 
and would have done. I fore-
saw Boseman’s Black Panther 
becoming the next Iron Man: 
the head figure of the MCU. It 
makes me feel sad for myself 
and so many other fans that 
we are now missing out on 
that role and that representa-
tion.

OO: I think that Bose-
man’s portrayal of The Black 
Panther really opened a new 
door for Black actors and 
raised awareness of the dis-
parity in Hollywood for Af-
rican-Americans. I think that 
not only has that recognition 
done a lot of good for us as 
people of color here in Amer-
ica, but it’s also showed that 
there is still a lot more work 
to be done for representation 
in all fields, and this was a big 
step in the right direction.

ST: Knowing that he was 
diagnosed with and fought 
cancer during the height of 
his career, especially while he 
was cast as T’Challa and then 
having portrayed him in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, 

credit for all the work he had 
to put in, all the hiding he 
had to do, and the strength 
of character he had to show 
to keep his secret from every-
body and maintain normalcy. 
I think that Boseman devel-
oped a lot of selflessness while 
fighting his battle with cancer. 
What’s most inspiring to me 
was his resolve to keep fight-
ing on and off screen, to keep 
acting and working while 
fighting his own personal bat-
tle and what must have been 
a very painful time in his life. 
To keep not only portraying 
heroes on screen, but to stay 
true to himself and move for-
ward with his activism and 
fighting for the rights of oth-
ers really cements him as just 
as good, just as kind, and just 

OO: I think that as an Af-
rican-American actor, Bose-
man faced his own struggles 
towards recognition, towards 
getting work, and towards be-
ing appreciated for his talents, 
and I think that really im-
pacted the way that he acted 
in his movies. This quote kind 
of culminates his own expe-
rience and the experiences 
of so many other people of 
color living in America. “To 
be young, gifted and Black” 
is him encouraging us to ap-
preciate our gifts, and for me 
personally, he is inspiring me 
to go above and beyond in 
everything I do: at school, in 
athletics, and with my music. 
When Boseman said these 
words he had in mind every 

life and off the screen as well?

OO: I think so. Whether 
it was on or off the set, the way 
Boseman carried himself and 
the way he spoke to fans and 
his fellow actors was a really 
positive representation of the 
Black community. He was one 
of those guys that you would 
hear about and he seemed so 
kind, so normal, and such an 
outstanding guy. At awards 
shows and at public events, 
Boseman never missed a mo-
ment to speak out and use 
the platform he had gained 
to bring awareness to issues 
that were important in the 
United States. Nowadays it’s 
a bit more mainstream for a 
celebrity to post when a Na-
tionwide outcry of a police 

Conversation: the many impacts of Chadwick Boseman

(continued from page 10)
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Scenes from this week’s 
return to campus

Students have a conversation through the newly installed plexiglass while 
they eat lunch.

President Alan Carruthers welcomes 
students on their first day back to in-
person learning.

Students line up to mark their attendence via the 
Visitu app.

Outside, students wait to receive their daily temperature 
check before school begins.

Students pause to have their temperature checked by a new 
touchless system.
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Calendar
Wednesday,September 16
Food Drive
4:30-6:00PM C Team Soccer vs CBC
5:00-7:30PM NIE Evening with Jesuit Community

Faber Day Schedule

Thursday, September 17 
Food Drive
Back to School Activity for Parents
2:45-5:15PM Freshman Service
 

Friday, September 18
Food Drive
Football Week 4 - Home
Saturday, September 19
Food Drive

Xavier 1-4 (M-Z)

Sunday, September 20
Food Drive

Schedule R

Monday, September 21 
Food Drive
Release of Fall Sports District Assignments
9:00-4:00PM Senior Pictures
1:50-2:50PM Junior Class Mass
2:30-3:15PM Confessions and Adoration in the SLUH 
Chapel
2:35-3:15PM NHS Induction
2:45-5:15PM Freshman Service

Ignatius 5-7 (A-L)

Tuesday, September 22 
Food Drive
Art Retreat - Toddhall
9:00-4:00PM Senior Pictures
1:50-2:50PM Junior Class Mass
2:30-3:15PM Confessions and Adoration in the SLUH 
Chapel
2:35-3:15PM NHS Induction
 
 

Xavier 5-7 (M-Z)

Senior and Junior Class 
Mass

On Monday and Tues-
day, the Seniors gathered in 
their separate cohorts to cel-
ebrate the first class Masses of 
the year during eighth period. 
Both Masses were celebrated 
by newly-ordained priest the 
Rev. Matt Stewart, S.J., who 
graduated from SLUH in 
1998. Next week, the junior 
class cohorts will celebrate 
their class Masses on Monday 
and Tuesday. 

Back to School Night
This Thursday, SLUH 

parents will login to their son’s 
Canvas page to check out this 
year’s Back to School Night. 

Like most things in today’s 
world, Back to School Night 
will look very different this 
year. Each teacher has created 
a video introduction to and 
overview of their courses, and 
parents can visit each video at 
the time and in the order they 
wish.

Virtual Activity Fair
Last Tuesday, students 

had the ability to participate 
in this year’s activity fair. Due 
to the new safety rules put 
into place, students could not 
gather outside by the turn-
around like in years past. In-
stead, clubs were encouraged 
to create a video and presen-
tation explaining what their 
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club does. Each club’s presen-
tation was then placed into a 
large powerpoint presentation 
which was then sent out to the 
whole student body with links 

where interested students 
could sign up.

 
—Compiled by 
Jack Figge

Ignatius 1-4 (A-L)

SLUH tweets of the week: Alan Carruthers

@sluhpresident
Our Class of 2021 banner says it all! 
Tents were a big hit at lunch today 
(pics from this morning). The Class of 
2024 members I spoke with seem to 
be having a great day. Life and energy 
returns to Backer Memorial Campus 
#Blessedtobeback#AMDG
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Credits

Crossword Winners

Congrats to senior 
Andrei Chura and 
sophmore Luke Duffy 
on being the first two 
to solve the cross-
word for 85.01!

Congrats to National Merit Semi-Finalists

Aidan Byrne
Michael Krausz
Thomas Matyiko
John McClelland

Luke Missey
Brendan McLaughlin
James Morefield
Alexander Thro
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