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Giving back
Senior William Teasley began a business aiming to help local businesses and practices. His company
stays strong as he continues to give back to the community.
BY ELLA BUNDY

S

enior William Teasley started helping people in schools and
on the front lines in hospitals in March, when he began
using his 3D printer to create face shields.

object-oriented programming. A C++ class helps a person learn
how to create the blueprint for the object, and is a user-defined
data type.

“I started by making them for free for my cousin, who works in
the ICU at Community East Hospital. My dad was the one who
said we could use some for my cousin, and said that prices had
skyrocketed. I knew I could make them for a lot less, so I did,”
Teasley said.

Teasley turned his charity into a business to help local businesses
and practices. “I started my company in May but before that I
had been donating to (Cathedral) and hospitals.” Teasley added
that he also donated to Wheeler Mission, an organization that
works to provide Christ-centered programs and services to the
homeless and those in need as well as to see every man, woman
and child they serve equipped to be productive citizens who
enjoy lasting success in Christ.

He got the design on an open source website called Thingiverse,
which is a Pinterest-type website for 3D printer enthusiasts.
“I saw other people online using 3D printers and I thought if I could
use that process and make a lot more, that I could start a business,”
Teasley said. “There are three main parts when it comes to making
the face shields. There’s the viser, the actual plastic part and the
elastic band. It takes about an hour and a half to print out the viser
part of the shield. Its printing bed is extremely hot, so after the viser
has finished printing I have to wait about 20 minutes before I can
retrieve it. Then I just have to put the other pieces together, making
the entire process take about two hours maximum.”
3D printing usually takes some sort of education, though simple
information on how to 3D print can be found online. “I took preengineering during freshman year, so that taught me the basics
of 3D printing. I also took a C++ class that taught me a bit of
coding,” Teasley said.
C++ coding classes are a building block that help in learning

“I’ve sold to around 11 different schools and 10 charter schools,
as well as 21st Century Charter,” Teasley said. “I’ve also sold to
many local hairdressers, including one in Idaho. I’ve also sold
to many different individuals. I’ve sold probably somewhere
between 1,000 and 1,200 face shields so far.”
Covid-19 has interrupted and affected many peoples’ lives
at school and beyond. It has also affected Teasley personally,
outside of his company. “Both of my parents are in the age group
that is most susceptible to the virus, so it directly threatened my
life. I also have asthma, so it was a threat to me,” Teasley said.
“One of the effects it has on me was that it shut down two of the
clubs I was a part of, the Rocket Club and the French Club. I was
the president of the latter.”
Teasley’s company stays strong as he continues to give back to
the community.

Senior Will Teasley used a 3-D printer to create personal
protective equipment to help fight the Covid-19 pandemic.
Photos submitted.
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Lady luck
School’s first female leprechaun expresses her excitement for her new role, ideas for maintaining
spirit in the middle of Covid-19.
BY LIAM EIFERT

I

n a typical year, the leprechaun is carried into the Welch Activity
Center at the end of the Irish 500 in May.

said, “I think it’s good to have a fresh face to get everyone excited
after we’ve been apart for so long.”

Last year was not a typical year, and this year is not starting out
that way, either. So it was not until the middle of last month that
students, during a video shown in class, would learn the identity of
this year’s leprechaun and the significance of the announcement to
the school.

The reason she initially expressed interest in being leprechaun, she
said, was “just because I thought it would be a fun and unique thing
to do as a senior.”

That video let everyone know that senior Madi Keller would take
on the role of leprechaun, the school’s first female leprechaun.
Keller wrote in an email, “I found out that I was going to become
the leprechaun two days before our first football game.”
She’s taken on the role at a time when sporting events, especially for
spectators are unusually constricted due to the current pandemic.
Student Council co-moderator Mr. Ed Freije ’99 said he helped
oversee the substantially revised induction and selection process
for the new leprechaun.
Describing that process, Freije said, “In the past, at least to our
knowledge, it had been a handing on of the leprechaun. The
current leprechaun picks and hands on (to) the next leprechaun.
This process, we thought, could ultimately be a really good thing
for the school and with the student body, with opportunities (to let)
those that are interested express that interest and put down their
thoughts on why they would be good.”
Freije said he and the other administrators still wanted the previous
leprechaun to have a role in the selection process. He said, “We
wanted to make it a priority to be in communication with and
collaborate with (last year’s leprechaun) Max (Beatty ‘12).” Through
this process, “ultimately it just came down to those that expressed
interest and those that we thought would be good and Madi came
out being named,” Freije said.
Freije watched the varsity football season opener – a 56-20 win
over Westfield — from near the student section and observed,
unsure of what to expect. Freije said, “I thought (Keller’s) outfit
was awesome. I thought the way she carried herself was great, the
student was strong.”

When Keller was told she was going to be the leprechaun, she said
she was pulled out of class and felt what she called “overwhelming
excitement.” She said that some of the staff have been a big help in
making the transition. Through all this excitement, Keller said she’s
been trying to find something new and fun to do in her new role.
Still, she said, “I have been trying to adjust to what all my job entails.”
Keller said, “Walking into a game the way I’ve been dressed, I just
kind of walk in and no one questions it.” When she’s at a game, she
said that regarding current restrictions, “the hardest thing that I’ve
faced is getting people at games keep their masks on and spread
out because Cathedral’s such a touchy, lovey environment that no
one wants to stand a couple feet away from their friends.”
Keller said, “I’ve been getting a lot of backlash because I’m a chick
and I’m not as peppy as they want me to be or as loud as they want
me to be, but I think that’s going turn around as time goes on.”
About being Cathedral’s first female leprechaun, she said, “I think
it’s super fun, I don’t really care what anyone is saying, I’m having a
great time.”
She added, “I’m just really excited to be represent Cathedral in this
new way.”
Keller’s overall outlook on being the leprechaun this year seems to
fit with Freije’s description of her positive attitude. Excited about
being the first female leprechaun, Keller wrote in an email, “I think
it’s so much fun to represent my school in this way. 2020 has been
so crazy, might as well make it crazier.”

Freije said he thought that, regardless of challenging circumstances,
Keller brought something special to being the leprechaun. He said,
“She’s so positive, even before this role, speaking with her last year,
smiling and excited and just take that now and formalize it in a
leprechaun role, I think there’s a lot of goodness there.”
Keller is ready to tackle her role as leprechaun.
She said, “(I plan to add enthusiasm) with exciting chants, high
spirits and tons of fun.” With everything that’s been going on, she

One of senior Madi Keller’s first official appearances as this
year’s leprechaun took place at the women’s soccer game on
Aug. 26 against Roncalli. Keller is the first female leprechaun in
school history. Photo by Ethan Marasco.
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On the move
Bookstore and spirit shop stay put for now, but new manager looks forward to the facility moving to
its new location within the next few weeks.
BY CAROLINE SCHILLING AND AVERY STUCKEY

A

s the construction continues here on campus, the
bookstore has been scheduled to be relocated to the
Innovation Center in late fall, progress continues on the
new location, which will be at end of the math hallway in
what was the physics room.
The Innovation Center is bringing new advancements to the
school including the new spirit shop. Spirit shop merchandising
director Miss Emma Peebles is in charge of the logistics of the
new store. She said she looks forward to the new opportunities
to come with the construction. “I’m excited. I think that it will
draw a lot of a crowd,” Peebles said.
In the location of the previous store, there was limited space,
which did not allow for all merchandise to be properly displayed.
“It will offer new opportunities for merchandise to be sold that
we couldn’t sell here just due to space restrictions,” Peebles said.
The new merchandise will allow fans, students and staff to step
up their show of school spirit.
Included in the new store will be a set of exterior and interior
doors, which will allow more visitors to come in and provide an
a more convenient entrance. “We wanted a space where it can

For now, the bookstore remains in the basement of Kelly Hall next to
what had been the cafeteria, but it will soon move to a much larger and
more accessible location. Cathedran file photo.

have its own entrance and exit door,” Peebles said. This door will
allow for numerous visitors to come in and out during school
hours as well as to allow easier access to the merchandise.
The bookstore is receiving another update as well. While there
were no dressing rooms in the previous location, Peebles said,
“We will also be having two dressing rooms, which will be really
great because customers will be able to try on their pieces of
clothing before they purchase.”
Construction started earlier in the year, and the building of the
new bookstore is on track. “It’s stayed fairly close to the time it
was charted to be finished with construction. I haven’t seen a
huge impact due to COVID on the construction,” Peebles said.
To stay up to date with the construction of the bookstore,
giveaways, specials and other information, an Instagram account
has been created. “It's @cathedralspiritshop,” Peebles said.
With the new addition to campus, the school is using the new
bookstore as a positive impact to campus. Peebles said, “With
the Innovation Center, they saw that as an opportunity to move,
so that really motivated them.”

IRISHMEGAPHONE.COM
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Food for thought
FLIK staff adjusts to changes that involve no longer having a cafeteria and serving hot and cold
lunches in two locations in Kelly Hall.
BY TORY BASILE

O

f the many developments that have been made on the
Hill this school year, one of the most notable has been
the change to the lunch program. Not only are students
now eating lunches in their classrooms rather than the
cafeteria or around the school, but options for meals have
changed as well.

Newlin also noted that he is maintaining a positive perspective in
the midst of these changes, saying that they have not made work
more difficult but merely different. “We’re used to preparing for
a lot of people no matter what. The transportation of (the food)
has added a wrinkle” but he said he feels the staff’s workload is
overall equivalent to what it used to be.

Mr. Jonathan Newlin, food service director of FLIK Food
Management Services, detailed the ways in which lunch is
changing for students this year. For starters, Newlin says lunches
will now be available for purchase in the atrium and the WAC
lobby instead of the cafeteria, as they have been in the past.
He explained that the FLIK staff has developed a system of
transporting meals on the go, which are separated into what
he calls a cold side and a hot side The cold side lunch options
include salads and wraps while the hot side lunch options include
chicken sandwiches, burgers, hot dogs and fries.”
Newlin mentioned starting the week of Aug. 24 there were also
Bosco sticks available. The staff is working toward incorporating
other weekly hot lunch additions in the near future as well. All
lunches are $7 and include an entree, a side of fries or chips, a
cookie and a drink.

Ready to help

The new nurse is ready for school year, even with
new COVID-19 guidelines adding to job’s workload.

A

BY ASHLYNN BAKEMEYER

t the end of June, Mrs. Marianne Vogt ‘83 accepted the job
opening for school nurse. Since then Vogt has dealt with
constantly changing COVID-19 guidelines, late-night phone
calls and rearranging schedules.

During A period lunch on Aug. 27, students line up in the
atrium to buy their choice of a hot or cold lunch. The WAC lobby
also is used as a location for students to purchase food.
Photo by Tory Basile.

Vogt said that all of the precautions that the school is taking is
beneficial and efficient in lessening the spread of COVID-19.
“(Cathedral) has done a great job,” Vogt added.
Vogt also approved of the newly announced Mission Mondays. “It
really should help a lot because the science says that if COVID is on
something, 72 hours is about the maximum it can live. Everything
we’re doing on top of it will especially help.”
Vogt emphasized the importance of washing hands “all the time”
and ”keeping masks on.” Vogt said, “I know it seems terrible and you
hate it, but that’s what's going to keep us safe and healthy.”

Vogt previously worked at Hamilton Southeastern schools in
Fishers, “specifically Riverside” and at Riley Hospital for Children.
Vogt said, “I went to (Cathedral) and I always loved it. When the job
opening came up I knew I had to do it.”

COVID-19 has only added to Vogt’s workload. Vogt said coming
into a new role during a time of such uncertainty had been stressful.
“Most nights I’m still calling back people who called in the morning.
I’m on the phone as late as 10 p.m.”

Although Vogt had just received the job in late June, she said, “I got
put on the COVID task force right away and we had Zoom calls
during the summer.”

The virus has also come between the frequency of Vogt’s
interactions with students. Last year, students were allowed
to come into the nurse’s office to lie down and relax, but due to
COVID-19 guidelines, that is not allowed this year. Vogt said, “I
feel really badly that kids can’t do that anymore. It’s not me making
those rules.” Vogt added that she is looking forward to going to
games and plays after COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. “Once this
virus is gone, we’ll be able to do all of that again. But everyone is still
welcome to stop by and say hello.”

Since the school was opened Vogt said she received training on how
to deal with COVID-19. Vogt said, “It’s nonstop. They get changes
in the rules and guidelines probably three times a day. Sometimes
they’re little changes and sometimes they’re huge. If a student
comes in with a sore throat, there’s like 20 things we have to do.”
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Service hours
In keeping with the school’s mission in the midst of Covid-19 precautions, the required service hours
will remain the same for each grade.
BY EMMA KRESS AND ZOEY JOHNSTON

I

n keeping with the school’s mission in the midst of Covid-19
precautions, the required service hours will remain the same
for each grade, with freshmen doing 15, sophomores 20 and
juniors and seniors earning 25, but with some changes.

mission trips to fulfill their service hours for the entire school
year. However, this year at this point, there will be no mission
trips. If possible, there may be one in the spring, but that’s to be
announced.

Christian Service Administrator Mrs. Shannon Fox ‘80 said,
“The change is that instead of just focusing on one agency,
we’re going to give everyone a little bit of latitude, and they can
volunteer at multiple different agencies, including their parishes.”
This includes serving as a Eucharistic minister, server, hospitality
minister, lector, or fulfilling any other role volunteering at a
parish, such as staying after Mass to help clean.

Callout sheets will be sent to students through email that will
give them some organizations at which to sign up. Some places
may want students to help out in person, while others may want
students to help virtually. It’s all up to the organization's needs
and precautions, Fox said.

When it comes to Covid-19 restrictions that students will face
when trying to complete their service, Fox said, “Every agency is
going to be a little bit different. The ones that are in the greatest
need are the food pantries. I know all the (agencies) that are
using volunteers are being really safe with their guidelines.”
Fox said some agencies will let potential volunteers know if it’s
something remote or something that can be done in person.
Typically during fall and spring breaks, students can go on

Students who participated last year’s fall break mission trip took a
break on the beach in Florida at the conclusion of their work day. While
service hours still will be required this year, there will be no fall trip due
to Covid-19 restrictions. Cathedran file photo.

Also, on the school’s website, if you go through the student
portal, and click on “Christian Service,” you should find a link to
a list of approved organizations. If you’re still confused, Fox said
you should, “just be patient and don’t panic about not knowing
what to do. If students are unsure, they can come and ask me for
help,” she said.
Once you’ve completed your hours, you can submit them
through the MobileServe App. This is the only place to submit
your hours, and you must have them in by the due date. In the
past, students must’ve had them done by April, but this year, you
have until May 1.

IRISHMEGAPHONE.COM
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Blessing of the beams
This ceremony will kick off construction of the Innovation Center and thank those who made it
possible.
BY NICK BOZZELLI-LEVINE

A

s students cross the big wooden bridge from Kelly Hall
to Loretto, they notice the many construction workers
preparing the Hill for the new innovation Center. Led by
the advancement team and Executive Vice President for
Advancement Ms. Nicole Beasley ‘98, this massive undertaking
will commence with the Blessing of the Beams on Sept. 10.
Amid the uncertainties of the pandemic, this ceremony offers
a glimpse into a promising future here on the Hill. This beam,
which will be placed just outside of the Student Life Center,
represents the foundation for that dream. Beasley said due to
the coronavirus, “we knew that we couldn’t do a groundbreaking
(ceremony).”

This is not a cookie-cutter groundbreaking ceremony.
Before the blessing, the school is giving students and faculty a
chance to make their own mark on this project. “The few days
leading up to Sept. 10, we’re hopeful to be able to have all our
students sign the beam,” Beasley said. On the day of the blessing,
donors will also be able to sign it as their own mark on history.
This aspect adds a personal connection to the people who will be
walking by it every day in the future. “It just kind of excited me
because now we will be able to have the kids involved and we’ll be
able to have something that’s more permanent,” Beasley said.

But that didn’t stop Beasley and the advancement team from
drawing up a new plan to kick off the construction. “That’s when
we came up with the idea of doing a blessing of the beams,”
Beasley said.

This connection will be strengthened by a brief reception
anticipating the blessing. The reception will be “very low key,
obviously with social distancing,” Beasley said. The reception will
include appetizers as well as refreshments to celebrate the blessing.
Beasley considered the gathering “an opportunity to thank those
that made it happen (and) explain the vision going forward.”

The blessing program will start at 6:00 p.m and will be preceded
by a reception to celebrate those who made this dream possible
at 5:30 p.m. According to the school’s website, once completed,
the Innovation Center supported by these beams will be “a
symbol of what is to come and a marker of (Cathedral’s) academic
preeminence in Indianapolis.”

This blessing does not only represent the future of the Hill,
but the future of those who call it home. As Beasley put it, this
future could not be possible without all the support over the
past few years. This blessing is “a great opportunity to be able to
celebrate all the donors and the students who made this vision
a reality,” Beasley said.

Construction continues in the courtyard. As part of the
project, the Blessing of the Beams is scheduled for Sept. 10.
Beasley said this blessing is “a great opportunity to be able
to celebrate all the donors and the students who made this
vision a reality.” Photo by Ashlynn Bakemeyer .
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Suicide Prevention Month
During Suicide Prevention Month, Mental Health Counselor Ms. Sarah Ehlich encourages everyone
to raise awareness, shatter stigmas and educate oneself.
BY ELLIE SCHNUR

S

eptember has arrived, igniting an excitement for Pumpkin
Spice Lattes, Friday night lights and the official beginning of
the fall season. For many, September is appreciated as the
final farewell to summer and an open door to change in the
leaves. But September is also recognized as Suicide Prevention
Month. Mental Health Counselor Ms. Sarah Ehlich encourages
everyone to raise awareness, shatter stigmas and educate
oneself during this time.

to validate the vulnerability of expressing feelings, ask the
uncomfortable questions and display love and support. Ehlich
added that there is value in checking up on those around you,
and this month is an especially fitting time to do so. From here, if
the individual at risk is still struggling, there becomes a need to
tell a trusted adult. Come to Ehlich, any of the school counselors,
trusted teachers or adults whenever you feel as if your help is no
longer enough to support the person at risk.

Ehlich said that she is passionate about normalizing discussions
of suicide and strengthening the support system of our school.
Participation in the ongoing fight against suicide begins initially
with recognizing the warning signs in family and friends. Ehlich
placed an emphasis on social withdrawal, urging people to pay
attention when a person close to them is “constantly saying
no or staying home.” Other early signs of suicidal intentions
provided by Ehlich include irritability, hopelessness, personality
changes and careless comments such as “What’s the point?” and
“Nobody cares.”

Throughout the rest of September, conversations about suicide
need to liven rather than die down. Ehlich defined the raising
of suicide awareness as “having conversations and normalizing
mental health.” The most important stigma to reject is that
mental health is equivalent to mental illness, as this falsity often
discourages individuals from expressing mental weakness. Some
may say as people we must nurture and care for our mental
health as we do our physical health, and there is no shame in
doing so.

Having noticed any or all of these signs in a friend or family
member, the next step is to talk to them about it. Ehlich said

This Suicide Prevention Month, take the time to learn about
suicide, engage in meaningful conversations and show a little
extra support to those around you.

Raise awareness, shatter stigmas and educate oneself.

Crisis doesn’t just mean thinking about ending your life.
It is any painful emotion and anytime you need support. Text the Crisis Text line at 741741.
Your opening message can say anything like, "Hi," "Hello," or "I need support."

IRISHMEGAPHONE.COM
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The show must go on
With a focus on both safety and security, CaTheatre faculty directors, students plan this year’s drama
and musical productions.
BY ELLIE MOORES

T

he theater department is used to showcasing their
students’ work and talent with musicals and dramatic
productions. But the Covid-19 chaos has turned every
facet of the school community upside down and student
theater, commonly referred to as CaTheatre, is no exception.
Each year, the theater program puts on four shows: the fall play,
the student directed show, the Rookie Showcase and the spring
musical. However, this year’s productions will look different
from those of years past.
However, even with the new changes and restrictions, Theatre
director Miss Maria Souza and theatre department chair Mr.
Michael Moffat say the show must go on.
Souza said, “It’s not an option to compromise people’s health
and safety.” As a result, she and Moffat have brainstormed ideas
to safely rehearse and perform shows while adhering to the
Marion County Public Health Department’s guidelines. With
peoples’ well-being in mind, the way theatre practices and puts
on shows will change.

performances.
Masks may be perceived as hindering the actors’ ability to
perform, but Moffatt and Souza have come up with a creative
way to incorporate masks into the design of the show. “Hades” is
a play based on an Ancient Greek myth so Souza said she intends
on using the iconic theatre masks worn in Ancient Greek Theatre
to “make them a part of the show.”
But the fall play is not the only performance that is being
adjusted. The Rookie Showcase and the student directed play
will also undergo some changes.
Moffatt explained that the Rookie Showcase, a production
consisting of actors new to the theater program, will be split into
small segments instead of one long performance as it has been
in the past. And rather than taking place in the early fall like it
normally would, the student directed show has been pushed
back several months and will not take place until February.

Senior Claire Miller, who will co-direct the student directed show
later this year, said that the program will attempt to rehearse
virtually and social distance with masks when meeting in person.
Another new change is that there will be no shared props. Each
cast member will have their own assigned props to reduce
touching and the spread of germs.

Last year, many students were let down when the spring musical
“Hairspray” was canceled. The entire theater program was
devastated. However, this year, Moffatt and Souza are hopeful
that all shows will be able to be performed. Moffat said, “We are
still keeping theatre alive and we are going to be doing theatre.
It will just look completely different than what we have done in
the past.”

Performances will also be adjusted to meet the Marion County
Public Health Department’s protocol. For example, the upcoming
fall play, “Hades,” will likely not be performed in the auditorium,
but instead take place along the trail while the audience walks
from scene to scene. Masks will also have to be worn during

Souza exhibits a similar attitude about the program. Even though
it is her first year as theater director and she will face more
obstacles than past directors have, Souza said she “is not one to
step away from challenges” and as the program’s new director
she pledges to “keep the art alive.”

Student actors took the stage during last year’s fall drama
production, “Radium Girls.” The faculty directors say the
Covid-19 pandemic has created some challenges for this year’s
productions, but challenges that they and their students say they
will overcome. Cathedran file photos.
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Safe at home
More than 160 students have decided to remain at home for online instruction; they tell their stories
BY LUKE HERN
about the advantages and disadvantages of their experience so far this semester.

S

everal of the more than 160 students who have opted for
eLearning rather than attending classes on campus shared
their experiences as they wrapped up the end of their third
week of school.

Senior Kaiden Miller has been staying at home for the betterment
of his mom, who battles an overactive immune system. While
going to campus is something he would like, he acknowledges
that limiting his mother’s exposure to the coronavirus is top
priority. There are benefits of working from home, Miller says,
“I can be a bit more flexible and spend more time on hard
coursework for my advanced classes while also setting aside
the necessary time for easier ones.” Miller added that his time
management skills have also improved with the responsibility of
learning at his desired pace.
In comparison to last year’s eLearning quarter due to the
quarantine, Miller said he feels like this year is much smoother
and more structured. All the teachers have had to adapt and grow
to the requirements of teaching both those students who are
coming to school and those who are learning from home. Miller
said, “My teachers continue to evolve with increased experience
while also offering engaging and challenging coursework.”
As a result of the work of the technology department and the
adaptivity of the teachers, it appears students are being able to
learn in ways they weren’t able to as easily during the end of last

Well after the end of the school day, the glow of the monitor
illuminates junior Kiersten Fisher and she works on an assignment in
Schoology. Fisher is one of more than 160 students who have opted for
online instruction. Photo submitted.

year.
Junior Kiersten Fisher said, “Though virtual learning may have its
high points in its own way, I will be excited to get back to campus.”
One challenge is that while student-to-teacher interaction has
been going well, online students have had a hard time interacting
with in-person students through Zoom as well as with the
cameras that were installed in every classroom this summer.
Fisher said, “Having in-person students and virtual learners (at
the same time in the same class) does not allow for as much
student-to-student communication.”
There have been a fair share of troubles and problems with all
the change that coronavirus has caused, yet “even valleys have
their peaks,” as Fisher said.
“I feel like it’s really brought the Cathedral community together
more,” Kristyn Fisher, a freshman and younger sister of Kiersten,
said.
The addition of Mission Mondays will provide one day each
week for all instruction to take place on line, and of the more
than 160 students who have opted for online instruction, many
are on campus either for marching band practice, weight lifting
and athletic practices and games, so they are not completely cut
off from their classmates and teachers.
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Changing to religion
Department makes a change to its name to more accurately reflect its curriculum and history and the
focus of its instruction.
BY AVA AMOS AND TORI BASILE

M

any changes have occurred on the Hill in recent months,
with no change more momentous than the next,
some might say. With these various adjustments, the
administration has made the decision to rename the
theology department to the religion department.
Religion teacher Ms. Cece Kasberg ‘83 provided some insight
on her thoughts regarding the new nomenclature. “We made
the change to go from theology to religion this past summer,”
Kasberg said. She added that when she was a student here in the
early ‘80s the class was already called religion, “so at some point
it switched to theology.”
Head women’s soccer coach and religion teacher Mr. Marc
Behringer ‘84 said the name was changed to theology “roughly
15 years ago.”
Kasberg stressed that the switch to religion was not so much a
change in the course curriculum, but rather a change in what she
called the “angle” that the department uses to approach various
topics in class.
She said that she thinks of theology as more of an academic term,
whereas studying religion is a much more personal interaction.

“Religion is a set of beliefs, but it’s how you personally are living
it out. It’s just coming from a different angle. Every religion class
is still part academic and then part spiritual,” Kasberg explained.
Ultimately, the department seeks to emphasize the latter,
allowing students to confront their own spiritual relationships
with faith. This year, the “underlying theme” religion teachers
will be using to guide their classes is the question “Do you have
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?” Kasberg wants to
help students understand and strengthen their relationship with
Him throughout the year, “through prayer, through meditation,
through studying, through picking up the Bible and reading
scripture and talking about that,” she said.
Kasberg said that she is fine with the change and it doesn’t
matter what the class is called to her because she is “still going to
give (students) an absolute, fabulous experience in the classroom
and I want to teach them about the Catholic faith, (while being)
cognizant of the fact that they may not be Catholic, and I want
to just to meet them where they are and help them be a better
person in terms of what their beliefs are.”
Overall, Kasberg said she wants students to approach their religion
classes this year with a positive attitude, and to be receptive of
guidance that will “help (students) with every facet of life.”

Last year, Mrs. Cece Kasberg ‘83 taught theology. This
year, she is teaching religion, as is every other member of her
department. Photo by Ashlynn Bakemeyer.
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Stream on
Senior puts his extensive tech knowledge to use on the Hill by designing software used by students
who have opted to stay home for online instruction.
BY ANDREW DE LAS ALAS

T

he advent of radio at the turn of the 20th century spurred
new ideas about how information could be distributed.
News, from politics to sports to the latest Hollywood
scandal, could reach all across the country.

Junior Kiersten Fisher wrote in an email that sometimes the
software would cut out, but “it’s a diamond in the rough. I’m
sure with some revision and tweaks, it can be everything our
imaginations had desired,” she said.

One hope was that the traditional model of education could
be updated with modern tools. No longer would learning be
confined to a physical classroom, but instead a teacher could
broadcast their lesson on the airwaves. A little over a century
later, the traditional model is still the norm.

Freshman Kristyn Fisher said in an email, “I feel like the teachers
are trying really hard and giving their all to keep virtual learners
as well as in-person students engaged — and I appreciate that. I
enjoy the safety and comfortability of my home, and EduStream
was a perfect canvas for that during the uncertain times of
coronavirus.”

However, in the age of the coronavirus, it has become necessary
to break from tradition. In the same way that early speculators
hoped to broadcast education, senior Joe Egan has utilized his
knowledge of computer systems to develop a way for students
at home to continue their education.
EduStream is software that allows students to view a stream
of their classroom through the placement of a camera in the
classroom. Over the summer, Egan was on the Hill fixing some
newly donated 3D printers, and was asked what he thought
of the initial approach at virtual learning. The software that
was going to be used had “a lot of costs and hassle,” said Egan.
He hoped he could find a more streamlined option and began
research.
The alternative became EduStream. Students must be registered
as online, but then they can find their access information. Once
logging in, students will automatically start viewing their class.
During passing periods, no feed will show.
The software hasn’t had the smoothest of starts, however.
Challenges with EduStream have been “numerous and varied,”
Egan said. The primary issue involves scaling, which is the ability
of a system to handle continued use and growth. Initially, Egan
prepared for the amount of students who declared that they
would opt out of in-person classes with some room to grow for
expected quarantining.
However, the rapid increase in online students — as of the end
of August, more than 160 students, including numerous fall
athletes, had signed up for online instruction — put immense
strain on the system, and it didn’t scale as expected.
Senior Jake Wallmeier, who spent a week quarantining, said,
“The first day that I used (EduStream), I didn’t really have any
problems, but every day it’s gotten worse and worse. I would
literally log in and it would just immediately send me back to
the log-in screen. It would be really helpful if they got it to work
because the graphics and sound are very high quality.”

One common aspect students encounter is a delay of about 30
seconds. Egan explained that “the delay is a quirk of design. It
wasn’t meant to be real time.” The software will record eight
second chunks, send them to the server and the user requests
them by viewing the stream.
Egan and the technology department decided that trying to
have true live classes wasn’t as important, especially since trying
to achieve instantaneous feed would be much heavier on the
server and would likely slow everything down even more.
Egan said, “I have experience writing software, but not scaling it
to serve hundreds of people.” Recent design shifts in the server’s
architecture have been made to hopefully accommodate more
students, but it will still be difficult. He said, “It was the kind of
thing where you don’t know you don’t know something until you
do, and now that I do, I’ve been working really hard on it.”
Just as radio held the promise to change society at the turn of
the century, Egan views computers with the same promises for
entertainment and education. Egan said, “Tech permeates so
many different aspects of our lives. It’s like being born at the
beginning of the industrial revolution when steam engines were
being built. It’s like that now, where tech is blossoming in every
corner of the world. To be able to harness that power, in a nonmaniacial way, is an empowering feeling.”
Senior Joe Egan
spent a good deal of
the summer writing the
software for the cameras
that have been installed
in every classroom. While
the number of students
who have opted for online
instruction have created
challenges for users, Egan
said he is continuing
to work to solve these
problems. Photo by
Andrew de las Alas.
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Honoring Mario
This year, honoring Mario McCullough is at the forefront of everyone's mind. The football team's goal
is to win the State championship.
BY JAMESON BROWNE

T

his football season, honoring a former teammate and
friend is at the forefront of everyone’s mind.

Head Coach Mr. Bill Peebles ‘88 explained the different
things the team will be doing this year in memory of Mario
McCullough. Peebles said, “After we score a touchdown we have
been going for the two-point conversion in honor of the number
he wore for us. We also have a banner by our locker room and
the captains carry his jersey out before every game.”
On Sept. 11, Peebles said the team will have a Mass in honor of
their lost teammate. He said, “We want to give the seniors some
closure on this tragedy.”
Peebles also noted what McCullough brought to the team.
“Mario was a great competitor,” he said, “We will really miss his
competitive spirit and leadership.”
In addition, the loss of their teammate has made his classmates
step up in his place. Peebles said, “Mario’s loss has given other
seniors the courage to step up and be leaders.”
On the field, Peebles knows how difficult it will be to try and
replace him. “We can’t make up for what he did on the field,”
Peebles said. “What we can do is teach our younger players to
play with his tenacity and spirit.”
Junior Jeffrey Utzinger, an outside linebacker, explained how
different it is playing without McCullough by his side. Utzinger
said, “Mario was one of the hardest working people I have ever
met. He inspired me to get better every day and I think that is

true for our whole team.”
While the team will certainly miss him as a player, they are
focusing on who he was as a friend. “There are kids that were
much closer with him than I was, but he was always someone
that I could go to and ask for advice. We always knew that Mario
would bring a hardworking attitude to practice every single day,”
Utzinger said.
As the season goes on, the team plans to play for Mario each
day. “We know what kind of intensity Mario would bring if he
was out here with us,” Utzinger said, “It wouldn’t be right to bring
anything less than that same intensity when we are on the field
playing for him.”
On the field, it is going to take a team effort to try and make
up for the player Mario was. Utzinger said, “He was one of the
best football players I have ever met. Even though he was a little
undersized, he made up for it with his smarts and intensity.”
With a 2-0 record against two great opponents, the team is off
to a hot start. “We wish he could be out there getting these wins
with us, but now we just have to win for him,” Utzinger said.
In order to honor his memory in the best way, Utzinger said their
goal is to win the State championship. “Winning State is the goal
every year, but this year it definitely feels more important. We
have the talent and motivation to beat anyone,” Utzinger said,
“Winning state in honor of Mario would be emotional for all
of us. It would be bittersweet without him there. It already is
bittersweet every game.”
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Fall sports updates
Editor’s note: The coaches of the men’s cross-country, men’s soccer and women’s volleyball teams did
not reply to several email requests, so coverage of their teams is not included.

Football

Women's Golf

Season highlights: According to Head Coach Mr. Bill Peebles ’88,
“We had a good Week 1 performance at Westfield, with a 56-20
win against a very good 6A opponent.” The next week, the team
would make another trip to Hamilton County, defeating the
defending Class 6A State champion Carmel 44-28, with senior
quarterback Nathan McCahill being named the Irish player of
the game for his performance, which included the offense
racking up 300 yards in the first half alone. The team is ranked
at the top of the Class 5A state poll, with New Palestine in the
second-place position in the weekly ratings.

Season highlights: Coach Eric Bruns wrote in an email, “(Our)
best match as a team was played at South Grove against Ben
Davis and Park Tudor. We shot 172 as a team for the nine
holes. This is a good sign, due to the fact that South Grove is
the course that hosts the City championship. The best individual
performances were early in the season, with senior Katie Shin,
(who) placed third as an individual at both the Lafayette Jeff and
Guerin Catholic Invites.”

The Covid effect: Peebles said most of the effects have to do
with practice organization and logistics. “Fortunately, it has
not impacted participation in a significant way. We pray that
our players continue to follow all the protocols and stay safe,”
Peebles wrote in an email. The head coach said that as of Sept. 1,
20 percent of the football team has opted for online instruction,
staying at home during the day and then arriving on campus for
practices after school each day.
Key upcoming games: The Irish, after playing at Penn on Sept.
4, make the short trip down Kessler to take on Bishop Chatard
on Sept. 11. Peebles’ team then plays its next two games at
Arlington, against Cincinnati St. Xavier on Sept. 18 and Cincinnati
LaSalle on Sept. 25.
Team goals: Peebles said, “Our goal is to get better daily. Our
players have been working hard to accomplish that goal. We
hope to continue to improve and be ready for the playoff run.
Our motto is ‘What’s Important Now!’ What is important today
is working hard to prepare to be your best.”

The Covid effect: Bruns said, “Luckily, we haven’t missed any
matches as a team, but we have had a few members of the team
that were affected. Due to the nature of golf being naturally
socially distant, Covid has not affected us too badly.” The coach
added that all members of the women’s golf team are attending
classes on campus and none had chosen to stay at home for
online instruction.
Upcoming key matches: The team hosts Bishop Chatard on
Sept. 8 at 4 p.m. at Maple Grove. The team plays in the City
championship at the South Grove course on Sept. 11, with a
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. The Irish host the Sectional on Sept.
21 at Maple Grove.
Goals: Brun said, “We are still improving as a team. We have
won some matches, but we have not yet played our best golf
as a team. If we can get all five in the varsity line-up to play to
their full potential we will be a tough team to beat at City and
Sectional. We placed second in the City championship last year,
and we would like to at least match that performance. We are
looking to also advance out of our Sectional to Regional for the
17th consecutive year.

Varsity football players, including junior Hudson Miller (5),
pause for a moment of reflection and prayer after the team’s
44-28 win at Carmel. Next up for the Irish is a short trip across
Kessler Boulevard to take on Bishop Chatard on Sept. 11.
Photo by Grace Straley.
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Women's Cross-Country
The team began its season with a win at the Seymour Invitational,
with junior Reese Sanders finishing first in her first-ever crosscountry race.
Covid-19 effect: Head Coach Ms. Allie Griffith said, “We have had
to adjust training by using running and stretching pods that are
between six and eight girls.” Griffith said that only about 5 percent
of the members of the team are staying home for online instruction.
Upcoming key meets: Griffith cited the All-Catholic meet, which
is scheduled for Sept. 12 at Guerin Catholic in Noblesville.
Team goals: “We have set more team accountability expectations
and consistent training plans for practices,” Griffith said. “We
hope to compete with some of the top teams in the area at these
larger meets coming up. We have come so far the last month in
terms of our senior leadership, team unity and consistent training
and effort. From our top runners to our new runners, the entire
program has committed to getting better each day at practice.”

Men's Tennis
The team, as of Sept. 3, is 5-1 and has wins over rivals such as
Brebeuf Jesuit and Park Tudor. According to Head Coach Mr.
Mark Noe, “We are seeing improvement every match. Some
people are stepping up and producing some nice results.”
Covid-19 effect: “We are being very cautious and careful about
our team’s well-being. All involved are proactive about safe and
clean environments. This takes a lot of people to make this work,
(including) parents, players, coaching staff and administration,”
Noe wrote in an email. He noted that, as far as he knew, no
member of the men’s tennis program has opted to stay home for
online instruction.
Upcoming key matches: The team takes on Bishop Chatard on Sept.
8, plays Roncalli on Sept. 10 and challenges North Central on Sept.
14, with all matches being played at their opponents’ schools.

The women’s cross-country team opened its season at the
Seymour Invitational, where the Irish finished in first.
Photo submitted.
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Team goals: “Our goals are simple: work on our areas that need
refinements in practice, take it to the next match and learn,” Noe
said. “We are taking this one match and one day at a time. We
would like to play tough against the Top 10 teams and make
some noise at Sectional and City. This team has a lot of unity
and heart. We are so pleased and eager to continue the season
in a safe and prepared manner. The coaching staff can attest to
the hard work and hours the boys are putting in for themselves
and the team.”

Women's Soccer
Head Coach Mr. Marc Behringer ’84 reports that 11 seniors
are leading what he calls a talented team against a challenging
schedule.
Covid-19 effect: The team has been missing players due to
Covid-19 and has yet to have all 22 varsity players available for a
match. Behringer wrote in an email, “We are looking forward to
that changing this week.” The head coach noted that not a single
player from the women’s soccer program has chosen online
instruction over in-person classes.
Key upcoming game: The Irish take on Brebeuf Jesuit on Sept.
9 at Lawrence Park, with the JV team getting underway at 5:30
and the varsity at 7. The squads play Zionsville at the ZYSA
Complex on Sept. 12 at 5 and 7, following by hosting Westfield
at Lawrence Park on Sept. 14 at 5:30 and 7 p.m. The Irish make
the trip to Hamilton County on Sept. 23, playing at Guerin
Catholic at 5 and 7 p.m.
Team goals: Behringer said, “The team is working hard and
preparing to defend their City championship and to win their
Sectional. (We want to) stay healthy, become family, show
integrity in all we do, and excel as a team so that we may
reach our potential. The girls’ soccer team is full of players that
represent our school extremely well. They are fantastic students
that play soccer with passion and grit. This team has the potential
to achieve all of their goals and continue the programs history of
success on and off the field.”
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Editorial
Thanks to the work and dedication of Mrs. Fox and others, our school’s commitment to community
service will continue — as it should — during this challenging school year.
Editor’s note: A related story appears on Page 8.
Thanks to the hard work of Mrs. Shannon Fox ‘80, the
Christian service administrator, Cathedral can continue
to be a bright spot in the community despite the varying
Covid-19 guidelines and restrictions. Service hours
are back, and along with helping Indianapolis and its
surrounding areas as an integral part of fulfilling the
school’s mission, the hope as always with this school is to
instill lasting relationships and habits as well.
The required service hours will remain the same for each
grade, with freshmen doing 15, sophomores 20 and
juniors and seniors earning 25, but with some differences
compared to past years.
Fox noted that there will be more options for students to
fulfill those hours this year, and we know that making such
significant changes took time. It would have been easy for
the school just to have drop these requirements, but that
is not what the Cathedral family is about.
The Megaphone staff encourages students to stay safe
as they pursue their community service commitment, and
we know that the organizations that seek volunteers have
done their part to ensure a safe environment and positive
experience.
When it comes to Covid-19 restrictions that students
will face when trying to complete their service, Fox said,
“Every agency is going to be a little bit different. The ones

that are in the greatest need are the food pantries. I know
all the (agencies) that are using volunteers are being really
safe with their guidelines.”
Typically during fall and spring breaks, students can go
on mission trips to fulfill their service hours for the entire
school year. However, as of now there will sadly be no
mission trips. If possible, there may be one in the spring,
but that is to be announced as guidelines are reassessed
in the future. Canceling the fall trip, given the current
circumstances with almost 200 students opting for online
instruction, is a logical decision.
A helpful resource for new students or those looking to
search for different ways to serve the community can
be found on the school’s website. If you go through the
student portal, and click on “Christian Service,” you can
find a link to a list of approved organizations. Should you
find yourself still with questions or concerns, Fox said,
“Just be patient and don’t panic about not knowing what
to do. If students are unsure, they can come and ask me for
help,” she said.
The Megaphone staff also recognizes the logical decision
to extend this year’s service hours window to May 1. In
the past, the deadline typically had been April 1, but once
again, the challenges of this school year make it wise to
provide students with another month to complete their
hours.
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Face off
As many make the decision to choose virtual instruction, two students give their opinion on why they
chose to come for in-person or virtual learning.

Why I'm online

Why I'm in person

I made the choice to move online two weeks ago after some
discussions with my parents and counselor. This decision was
tough for me because of the many different benefits of being at
school in person.

School is in session and fall athletics are in full swing. Whether
online or at school, Cathedral looks a little different this year.
Cathedral is giving students the option to be educated online
each quarter. A large number of students have decided to take
the option of doing online school.

BY JAKE LANGDON

I ultimately decided that for me to have the safest chance to play
football Friday nights I must move to online school. Currently I am
being recruited to play football in college. Because of Covid-19 I
was unable to travel to many different universities in the spring and
attend their camps in the summer. This lost time provided college
coaches much less information about the athletes that they are
recruiting; therefore, I realized that my senior film would be critical
for me to receive offers to play at the next level.
With the rules in place regarding positive cases within the
school, I put myself at greater risk of missing Friday nights. It is as
simple as if I am merely in proximity to someone with Covid-19, I
will miss two weeks of football. Those two weeks are two weeks
where I could be leading my team and gathering film for colleges
rather than watching from a distance. This year being my last in
a Cathedral football jersey is too meaningful for me to continue
in-person schooling for the first quarter.
The decision to move online makes day-to-day classes in some
ways easier and other ways more difficult. I find it easier to be
organized and have my work ready to go as I attend each class.
I have less stress in waking up and driving to school every day
(although I do make the trip each day for football practice),
saving me some time to sleep.
While there are perks to being online, to apply myself and
contribute in class can be hard at times and distractions are
everywhere. Concentration is perhaps the most difficult part as
it is common to feel like you are not part of the class, but just
watching. Self-discipline is needed to be online as the pace of
school differs greatly from that of last spring, when the entire
school was online.
Moving online is not something I am completely satisfied with as
there are many drawbacks. These missed opportunities include
having in-person interactions with my mentees, helping the
broadcasting class on a day-to-day basis, and just having general
interaction with my peers and teachers.
Being someone who is very involved at Cathedral, sitting at
home bothers me, but the possibility that I could miss two weeks
of football practice and two varsity games is not worth the risk
of coming to school to attend classes in person.

BY REESE SANDERS

A big portion of the students online are fall athletes. I am a
fall athlete in two sports this fall. I am a varsity cross-country
runner and cheerleader. Despite the fact that I may be asked
to quarantine or stay away from campus for two weeks, I have
decided to stay in school and continue my education in person.
There is nothing better than waking up every morning knowing
that I am able to go to school in such a beautiful and safe place.
Driving up the Hill with my sister, listening to our favorite music,
is my favorite way to start the day. The opportunity to come
to this campus and surround myself with such amazing people
is something I just can’t quite give up. Like Dr. Bridges said,
“Cathedral is a family, and families do better together.”
Not only would I feel disconnected from my Cathedral family, but
in-person learning is something I need to reach my full potential.
It’s easier to get help from teachers when I am struggling with
a specific subject. New and harder level classes added to my
schedule this year would be more challenging online. Handson learning keeps me accountable and participating in the
classroom.
I am a student athlete that is very dependent on having a
structured schedule. Staying in school allows me to do this. I
perform best when I am structured and organized. Structured
schedules make me more productive and disciplined.
Participating in two sports during the fall would not be possible
without having a structured and organized schedule.
Although I have decided to stay in school, I can see why other
student athletes have decided to be online. Athletes, specifically
seniors, cannot risk missing out on their last season of their high
school career. Even though that is a risk when coming to school,
I am extremely cautious and am making sure I am being smart
and safe. I wash my hands, use hand sanitizer, wear masks, and
social distance so I do not have to switch to online school.
Why would I give up now? Why would I give up being out of
school for a whole quarter vs. just two weeks? Either way, you
can end up online. Might as well give in-person learning a chance,
right? I believe if we all do our part, and we are responsible and
safe, we can all remain here on the Hill.
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