
Ground-breakers Year 4 

Magnificent Maya  

 Use an increasing range of 

common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time 

 Describe memories of key 

events in their lives using 

historical vocabulary 

 Recognise there are similarities 

and differences between 

places 

 Develop awareness of how 

places relate to each other 

 Use and interpret maps, 

atlases, globes and digital 

mapping to locate countries 

and key features 

 Place some historical periods in a 

chronological framework 

 Use historic terms related to the period of study 

 Use sources of information to answer questions about the past 

 Use a variety of resources to find out about aspects of life in 

the past 

 Understand that sources can contradict each other 

 Communicate learning in an organised and structured way 

 Recognise the different shapes of continents 

 Develop knowledge of places beyond the UK 

 Understand why there are similarities and differences between 

places 

 Explain about key natural resources 

 Civilisation 

 Maya 

 Chichen Itza 

 Worship 

 Sacrifice 

 Ritual 

 Evidence 

 Codices 

 Hieroglyph 

 Aztec 

 Cacao 

 Chocolatl 

 Seed pods 

 Temple 

CROSS CURRICULAR LEARNING 
Art/DT:   Weaving (God’s eyes) 

Science:   Reversible changes 

Geography:  Location of Maya civilisation in  relation to modern South America  

English:   Narrative writing—the creation story, report writing, persuasive writing relating to advertising 

KEY TEXTS 

Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory by Roald Dahl 

Maya Creation Story 

Special Events 

Maya Feast Day 

Chocolate making 

& Inside The 

Chocolate Factory 

CORE LEARNING 
 

 Locating the geographical 

area of the Maya civilisation 

 When the Maya lived in 

relation to British history 

 Maya beliefs and culture and 

the impact that it has had 

 Linking the Maya to modern 

day chocolate 


