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’ talents have been Cle:rl:gctiﬁs_and grades 9-5, once again representing an increase on last year
teachers throughout their § ;l: * 99.5% pass rate (grade 9-4) is another area in which results

- BGS. This is a generation of yo at show an improvement on 2019.
people with great promise. young « \We would all like to qffer our brilliant Year 11 pupils our
) yvarm-est congratulatuons on the high standards they reached
in their studies.
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N 47 GCSE COURSES

~ While Fhe many challenges of
awarding exam grades this year
hav_e been well documented in
nfatlonal forums, the achievements
;: our Y11 pupils were not in doubt
ous, regardless of whichever
grading system was ultimately

K

Quotes from
the Head:

Mrs Jo Anderson, Principal
and Headmistress, said,
‘Enormous congratulations to our
fabulous Year 11s on their incredible
achievements during their GCSE

years. Everything we know about these

pupils indicates a generation with a pright future ahead: they excelled during their

GCSE courses and have shown enormous strength of character in the last few
months. The average GCSE grade fora BGS pupil has, fora number of years

now, been an A grade or equivalent and this year group are no exception: we aré
immensely proud of them. High praise must also go the group of fifty pupils
whose Higher Project Qualifications have been marked externally and returned
t0 us today: an astonishing nine in ten of them were awarded A*-B grades and
well over half given outstanding A*/A grades. You don’t achieve such grades in
the HPQ without being able to think for yoursetf and work independently -

qualities which we strongly encourage at BGS. Every pupil who has su
in this rigorous qualification should be extremely proud of themselves —

including all those who sat this a year early in year 10.

cceeded

. THROUGHOUT THEIR

One in six GCSE results was a grade 9
Over a third of grades are 8/9, another
stellar achievement, also up on last year

61% of pupils obtained more grades at 9-7 than at any
other level

\We are immensely proud that 95% of GCSE results are at

Mr Devin Cassidy, Vice Principal
and Headmaster said:
| warmly congratulate all of our Year 11 pupils on
their achievements and very much look forward to
welcoming them into the Sixth Form. Mindful of our
commitment to our pupils and the anxiety that the
past 5 months might have caused for them, all pupils
have gone into GCSE results day knowing that they
had a place in our Sixth Form. We have always had
confidence in their ability and potential and did not
need to wait for GCSE results to have this confirmed.
| know pupils are now looking forward with
excitement to their Sixth Form careers and the many
academic and extracurricular opportunities that await
them. As Headmaster of the Boys' School | have
been hugely impressed with the way in which the
boys were preparing for their GCSEs before the
pandemic caused their exams to be cancelled and
how they continued to work hard and complete
preparation work for entry into the Sixth Form;
indeed, it said much about their resilience and
character. Congratulations Year 11V ‘




THE OPPORTUNITY
TO CELEBRATE THE
SUCCESSES OF AN ERA

Every generation of pupils deserves the

opportunity to celebrate GCSE results day -
and our tremendous Year 11s of 2020 are
no exception.

Overall, in line with previous generations, well Superb GCSE grad esin lin e

over a third of grades are 8/9s (the old A*), . . .
more than six in ten grades are 7-9 with previous generations

(previously, A*-A) and the vast majority of

grades are 6-9 (formerly A*-B). This pattern is very much in line with previous \
generations as the average GCSE grade for a BGS pupil has been an A grade or 7
equivalent for a number of years now.

Outstanding results in the Higher

Project Qualification (HPQ) - coursework
marked, moderated and grades published:
nine in ten results are A*-B

When the School introduced a new
curriculum in 2018, the aim was to
strengthen academic standards still
further. The HPQ gave Senior School
pupils the opportunity to conduct
independent research and hone skills
which will enable them to approach A levels and higher education with confidence.

There were some fascinating projects on a whole variety of themes - from the causes
of the Russian revolution to the role of cultural appropriation in 21st century society;
the reasons behind the increase in the type 2 diabetes, to strategies for making homes
more eco-friendly, and many more.

We are delighted to announce that well over half of projects gained an A/A*
and a fabulous nine in ten projects overall were awarded A*-B grades.

Many congratulations to all our HPQ pupils on their magnificent grades - the result
of hard work, self-motivation, perseverance and mdependence of thought this really
bodes very well indeed for their futures.
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Mrs Jo Anderson, Principal, said
‘Many congratulations to the stunning class of 2020 —
we could not be more proud of your academic
achievements over the last two years nor of the people
you have become. An outstanding year group, you

\ thoroughly deserve outstanding A Level grades. There is
much to celebrate as you come to the end of your unique

> and wonderful journey through school. We know you are

" well prepared to go out and wow the world and we fully

¢ expectto hear of many future successes. All of us at BGS

have loved working with you and we wish you all the very

best—you are a generation we will never forget.’

eam have a wealth of knowledge and experier_me
in the UCAS application process, apprenticeghips ar_1dl other nghenr
Education routes. Each of our students receives individual suppore,
tailored to their future aspirations. As is the case gvery year, we a

t we know they remain a
to see our Year 13 students depart, bu ' .
. Grammar School community and we hope they will

The Sixth Form t

part of our Bury : ’
B keep us informed of their future achievements

Mr Devin Cassidy, Vice Principal, commented
‘I warmly congratulate all of our Year 13 students on their
achievements and also for the way in which they have dealt
with the last 5 months which cannot have been easy.

| know that our students really wanted to sit their exams

to show what they are capable of but sadly this was not
possible. | know that they appreciate that their learning ‘
whilst at school will remain with them for life and will equip
them to deal confidently with the challenges that lie ahead,
at university and beyond. | wish them the very best for the
future and know that they will keep in touch as
Bury Grammar School will always be their school.

PASS RATE ONCE AGAIN

AND EXCEPTIONAL

UNIVERSITY SUCCESSES .



They acknowledge the hard work and dedication

of our students and are all the more impressive

when we consider their commitment to the wider

Bury Grammar School community. These students

have embraced a variety of enrichment opportunities within

the Sixth Form and many of them have regularly demonstrated high levels of
leadership qualities, through their involvement within our Sixth Form Leadership
Programme. Alongside phenomenal academic success, our Sixth Form students
are talented musicians, gifted actors, elite sportsmen and women and mature
leaders. We are today, as always, an extremely proud school as our students
embark upon their next steps as well- rounded, determined and successful
young adults. We wish them all the very best.’

Mrs Holly Hammond- Head of Sixth Form
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THE FUTURE — A THREE YEAR GCSE oy
COURSE AND ADDITIONAL {.{
TEACHING TIME AT A LEVEL

At Bury Grammar School, we offer our future generations of GCSE
pupils, three, rather than two years to prepare for these truly demanding ng

X

qualifications and should, we would anticipate, be therefore
aiming to do even better.

In addition, we allocate extra teaching time to each A Level subject
(more than any other school or college we know of in the area)

which means that future A Level generations really APTER REACHING THE

shoul.d be setting their sights high. We would ‘ MILESTONE OF OUR 4SOTH YEAR,

certainly encourage them to do so! WE WILL CONTINUE TO LOOK
AHEAD AS A SCHOOL AND PLAN
STRATEGICALLY TO DO THE VERY

s & BEST FOR OUR PUPILS.

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT




