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Introduction
We have created this plan to aid in navigating the reopening of our campus, to mitigate risk for employees,
students, and families, to reduce the impact of COVID-19 conditions upon returning to campus, and to enhance
meaningful learning opportunities for our students. The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on guidance
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), and the
Arkansas Department of Health (ADH). Regular updates will be made to this plan based on information provided
by the CDC, WHO, ADH, and applicable federal, state and local agencies.

August 13 | First Day of School
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About COVID-19
COVID-19 is a virus spread from person to person, primarily from respiratory droplets or by transferring virus
from surfaces and objects to mouth, nose or eyes. While many aspects of the virus are not yet understood, the
most effective measures against transmission are quarantining and contact tracing for those who are infected, as
well as social distancing and frequent hand washing for the general public. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and Arkansas Department of Health also recommend face coverings when not able to
maintain a distance of more than 6 feet. Additional guidance for minimizing the spread of COVID-19 at home and
in school settings is available from the CDC.
https://www.cdc.gov
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About Our Approach
The New School recognizes that the ideal teaching and learning environment is one in which students and
teachers are able to interact with each other face-to-face. We also recognize the vital importance of creating a
campus environment that addresses the health and safety concerns of our students, faculty and staff. Our Ready
to Open Plan seeks to do both, providing a roadmap for our community to follow in the months ahead.
At all times, we will calibrate our school operations and teaching to public health conditions.
While it is difficult to predict the ways in which our current health context might change in the future, one thing
is constant – our steadfast commitment to the ongoing growth and learning of our students. Across The New
School, our dedicated faculty and staff are redoubling their efforts to prepare for the new school year. We cannot
wait to see your children again, and we look forward to a healthy and successful year ahead.
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Guiding Principles
The New School has defined three guiding principles that help to inform our decisions as we return to campus.
These principles speak to our Mission, Vision and Values. They are also aligned with what we have learned from
our experience with distance learning this spring and the feedback from our recent parent survey.

Safety
The New School’s highest priority is the health and well-being of its community. We believe that a healthy
environment is ultimately a secure environment, one in which students, teachers and staff are able to thrive. We
also believe that we have an obligation to support the health of the broader community – from our own families
to those around our state. At all times, we will seek to align our measures with guidance from the Arkansas
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Academic Coherence and Excellence
The New School believes in the pursuit of academic excellence in any context and that a continuous educational
experience is vitally important to achieve this end. While health circumstances may necessitate certain changes
or restrictions to student life, our ultimate goal is to support our students’ learning and development as
seamlessly as possible.
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Guiding Principles (continued)
Flexibility and Adaptability
The New School recognizes that any plan that we design to respond to external health conditions must be flexible
and able to adapt to circumstances beyond our control. Our overarching goal is to create a continuous learning
structure that is durable enough to adapt to possible future coronavirus infections while still allowing us to
maintain as much on-campus instruction as possible.
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Considerations for Families
Balancing the priorities of mitigating risk and opening campus requires a community effort. The school and
families must genuinely partner together to think and act in the best interests of the whole community.
In our well-intended attempts to be as flexible as possible, we have allowed some of our practices to be rather
elastic. Because we pride ourselves on our flexibility, we have not been strong in enforcing some of our policies.
Being flexible does not mean doing what everyone wants all of the time. Especially in this moment, we will be
enforcing our requirements, which include advance sign ups for the bus and extended day care. It will be
painful when we turn families away, but we do this out of respect for those who are following the requirements
and for the employees who are implementing them.
That said, we also want to honor the warm, welcoming feel of TNS. We will do our best to distinguish between
requirements and requests. The next two pages include a non-exhaustive list.
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Considerations for Families (continued)
Requirements
●
●
●

●
●
●

Drop off starts at 7:30am, no earlier, and pick up ends at 5:30pm, no later.
K-8 families will need to sign-up in advance, each month, for the extended day program. Last-minute requests
will not be accommodated.
Parents will be invited into communal spaces on campus and allowed to personally drop children off in the
morning. All adults will wear face coverings in the building. Due to licensing, all EC parents will need to be
screened (including temperatures taken) every time they enter the building.
All families will need to sign-up in advance to ride the bus and/or the late van. Walk-ons will not be
accommodated. The bus permission form is available here.
K-12 breakfast will be continental, grab & go style and is available only to
TNS students and employees.
K-12 students and employees will order lunch each morning and eat in
designated spaces on campus. Temporarily, we will not be able to host
parents/guests for meals or snacks.
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Requests
●
●

●

●
●

K-12 families are asked to drop off after 8:00am if at all possible.
ECE-8 families are asked to utilize the extended day program only if
needed. We view both before and after-school care as higher risk times for
our school community.
We ask that parents consider utilizing the carline for drop off and pick up
as soon as you are comfortable doing so. This will be an option for 3 year
olds through 12th grade.
Please utilize the bus only if necessary.
K-12 students should bring water bottles to and from school each day.
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Community Commitment
The health and well-being of our community is the responsibility of every single individual within the community.
Our goal of keeping campus open whenever possible and as safe as possible depends entirely on the responsible
personal behavior of every member of our community.
Here at school, we have gone to great lengths to layer multiple mitigation strategies, as outlined in this plan and our
FAQs. For these strategies to be effective, our students, employees, and families must consistently adhere to
personal behaviors both in and out of school that reflect best practices for limiting the spread of infection. Please
do your part by:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Completing daily screenings of yourself and your children.
Keeping your child home if they are ill and staying home if you are ill
Utilizing face coverings consistently.
Maintaining physical distances of at least 6 feet, when interacting with those
outside your household.
Practicing good hand hygiene and limiting face touching.
Reading school emails and communications to stay informed.
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Community Commitment (continued)
●
●
●

Prioritizing getting a flu vaccine, unless there is a medical reason not to do so
Following school guidelines and expectations
Living and modeling our values of curiosity, character, and community by showing kindness and approaching
challenging situations with the most grace and curiosity you can manage

We also expect you will have questions and welcome your feedback and suggestions.
We are eager to listen to and help each family navigate any concerns they may have.
Please feel free to contact us at info@thenewschool.org and a member of our team
will be in touch.
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Distance Learning
●
●
●

●

●

We acknowledge that some students thrive in distance learning settings. We also acknowledge that other
students do not and benefit tremendously from the structure and supervision at school.
Whether on or off campus, we will hold our high academic expectations and will hold to our assessment and
grading policy. The “do no harm policy” grading policy of the spring was temporary and is no longer in place.
With students on and off campus, we cannot rely solely on teachers to manage both. Variations will be made
by grade level.
○
We will have distance learning (DL) coordinators managing the logistics and check-ins with students
who are engaged in distance learning. The balance of DL coordinator and teacher oversight will depend
on the numbers.
Scenario planning, the implementation of our Blackbaud Learning Management System (LMS), the distribution
of devices to all K-12 students, increased technology support for teachers, and teacher experience and
expertise will provide a robust and meaningful learning experience if we need to close our campus.
○
The distance learning program for students who choose that option or need to be absent for a period
of time will be based on the same principles and standards. The structure and delivery will be adjusted,
as needed to be sure we are not asking teachers to do the impossible.
We are not in a position to alter tuition rates for students engaged in distance learning.
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Decisions Regarding Campus Closure
While keeping campus open is a high priority, we will of course follow any mandated closures.
If any area of the campus needs to close, and it is possible to keep Early Childhood Education (ECE) open, we will do that.
Any closure triggered by cases on campus or community spread (school or local) will follow ADH and CDC guidelines,
while considering unique TNS situations. With the ability to sanitize spaces quickly and to separate students by buildings,
floors, and wings, we hope to minimize disruptions as much as possible. We are utilizing the decision matrix, included in
the FAQs, as a guide through all decision-making.
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Risk Mitigation and Health
Cleaning and Sanitizing
●
●
●
●

Additional filters installed in all air ventilation systems and changed frequently
Purchase and installation of additional major air-filtration cleaning system underway
All classrooms and common spaces equipped, and checked for refill daily, with hand sanitizer and spray
bottles of peroxide-based (safe for children) cleaning solution
Additional supplies ordered and in stock
○
Large spray canisters for fast, hands-free sanitizing
○
Cleaning solutions and spray bottles for spot use in all spaces, including restrooms
○
Hand sanitizer
○
PPE (Masks, gloves, and thermometers)
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Risk Mitigation and Health (continued)
General Cleaning Guidelines
The following serve as guidelines for minimum frequency of cleaning:
Category

Area

Frequency

Workspaces

Classrooms, Offices

At the end of each use/day

Appliances

Refrigerators, Microwaves, Coffee
Machines

Daily

Electronic Equipment

Copier machines, Shared computer
monitors, TV’s, Telephones, keyboards

At the end of each use/day and/or
between use

General Used Objects

Handles, light switches, sinks, restrooms

At least 2 times a day

Buses

Bus seats, handles/railing, belts, window
controls

At the end of each use/day

Common Areas

Dining Hall, Library, Conference rooms,
Gyms, Common Areas

At the end of each use/day; between
groups
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Risk Mitigation and Health (continued)
Social Distancing
●

●

To limit movement of students around the school, faculty and staff will use supplies in
classroom red backpacks as first aid kits, and the nurse will be called to the classrooms
as needed
Lobby/Vestibule areas have been rearranged to accommodate social distancing
○
Vestibule has one-way enter and exit designations
○
Plexiglass screens installed on front desk
○
Signage and floor stickers will guide flow of traffic and safe distances
○
Mail/parcel drop off will continue outside
○
Facilities guests will use a separate entrance
○
EC families will use separate entrances
○
Students riding the bus will use a separate entrance
○
Masks and hand sanitizer will be available at the front desk, if needed
○
Door handles and keypads will be sanitized frequently, increasingly during high
traffic times
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Risk Mitigation and Health (continued)
Social Distancing (continued)
●
●

●

Hallways and stairwells will be one-way when possible and helpful
Each division will have specified entrances
○
Families with children in multiple K-12 divisions may drop off and pick up all children at
location for youngest child
○
EC children must be dropped off first, through EC entrance; everyone entering building
will be screened
Signage and floor stickers will guide flow of traffic and safe distances across campus, where
helpful

Face Masks/Coverings
●
●
●

Please do not wear or send your child with a mask with a valve.
We discourage use of single gaiters and bandanas. These are not allowed in ECE, due to
licensing. If you prefer these, please consider doubling the layers.
We may decide to exclude single gaiters and bandanas. For now, we are asking that
families re-evaluate their mask/face covering choices. The best options are 2-layer cloth
masks that are washed after each use. As a reminder, face coverings must fully cover the
mouth and nose. CDC Guide: How to Select, Wear, and Clean Your Mask
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Parents and Visitors
●
●
●

Parents, and all other visitors to campus, will be required to
wear a face covering.
All adults on campus will be asked to self-screen.
Adults entering the Early Childhood building will be screened,
including temperature reading, per licensing requirements.
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Risk Mitigation and Health (continued)
Screening Requirements
●
●
●

All employees, students, parents, and visitors must self-screen utilizing the provided
checklist, unless screened in person at the ECE entrance.
The most updated version of the checklist for employees, parents, and students can be
found listed in The New School’s Attestation Statement here.
The updated version for visitors is posted on school entrances.
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Risk Mitigation and Health (continued)
Illness at School
TNS will follow all ADH guidelines regarding student illness in school during Covid-19. Do not send your child to
school if they are experiencing any Covid-19 symptoms. Students who experience the following Covid-19 symptoms at
school will be given a mask (children under the age of 2 will not wear a mask), placed in an isolation room within the
line of sight of an adult, and parent/guardian called for immediate pick-up:
○
○
○
○
○

Fever >100.4
Sore throat
New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a
change in their cough from baseline)
Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Students who are sent home must remain home until symptom free (without the use of medication) for 24 hours.
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Illness at School
The New School will follow
guidance of ADH and contact
tracers regarding both
suspected and confirmed cases
of Covid-19. The following ADH
flowchart (July 2020) will be
followed:
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Cross-Level Areas
Benton County Bus and Late Van
The Benton County Bus and Late Van will be offered to our Benton County families and require a sign up through
The New School’s website. Sign ups will need to be completed at least 48 hours prior to the child’s day to ride.
Students may be exposed to others outside of their grade or cohort.
●
Siblings will sit together, others will be one to a seat if possible
●
All students riding the bus are required to wear face coverings while boarding and exiting the bus and at
all times on the bus
●
Students riding the bus will use a separate entrance.
●
Bus will be sanitized after each use and have hand sanitizer available; all students will wash hands after
exiting bus and entering school
●
Late van will follow similar protocols
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K-8 Extended Day Program
The Extended Day Program will be offered to families free of charge but will require a
monthly sign up.
●
The sign up deadline will be the last Friday of the month by 5:30pm on The New
School’s website. Any sign-ups after this date will not be accepted.
●
The Extended Day Program begins at 3:30pm and ends at 5:30pm.
○
Kindergarten through 8th graders will enjoy structured free time under the
supervision of trained college-aged staff members. Their daily activities may
include tech time, recess, arts, games, movies, and study hall.
○
Students will travel with their cohorts as much as possible, but may be
exposed to others outside of their typical group.
○
Activities will not start until Labor Day at the earliest. Some exceptions may
include individual lessons.
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Traffic Flow for Drop Off and
Pick Up
The traffic pattern at the front entrance of
the school will be one way.
●
K-12 Carpool Drop Off and ECE
Parent Parking should enter
through New School Place
●
ECE Carpool Drop Off should enter
through Hiram Davis Place
●
All vehicles will exit through New
School Place
This allows for multiple entrance usage.
There will be designated parking spaces
along the ECE building for ECE drop off
and pick up (for those not using the
carline). Signage and staff will provide
guidance for families to avoid confusion.
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Cross-Level Areas (continued)
Dining/Food Service
●
●
●
●
●

For ECE plans, see the ECE section below.
For K-12, breakfast will be served 8:00-8:20 am and will have continental, grab & go style options.
Students will pick up their breakfast and take it to their classroom.
Snacks for students in the extended day program will be similar to breakfast (pick up and take to
classrooms, pre-wrapped grab & go).
Plans for lunch will include limited use of the dining hall, alternate locations for upper school lunch
service, limited menu options, and a morning lunch selection process to minimize waste.
Until further notice, meals and snacks are only available to TNS students and employees.

Field trips and Large Gatherings
All field trips and indoor large gatherings are canceled until further notice. This
includes typical school performances. Smaller performance options, virtual or blended
options for gatherings, and outdoor gatherings are all possible, depending on local and
state guidance. Note that all school-related travel and individual professional
development has also been suspended until further notice.
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Early Childhood Education
Drop Off
Our new routine for drop off is designed to ensure everyone in our school stays healthy and safe.
●
Parent(s) and child(ren) in Toddler Pod classrooms will enter through and check-in at the ECE Lobby
7:30-8:30am for a temperature screening before entry into the building to drop off their child.
●
Parent(s) and child(ren) in our Three’s and PreK classrooms may also use the check-in at the ECE Lobby
between 7:30-8:30am, if not utilizing the car line drop off. Three’s and PreK students who are dropped off
in the car line will have their temperature checked in their car and parent(s) will sign in for the day.
●
All individuals who enter ECE must go through the screening required by the Division of Child Care and
Early Childhood Education (DCCECE) Minimum Licensing requirements for pandemic procedures.
Anyone arriving after 8:30 am will be required to check in and be screened at the front desk before entering
ECE. All parents/guardians who enter the building will drop off at classroom doors.
We are highly encouraging all Three’s and PreK classrooms to utilize the car line after the first week, or when
the child is ready, in order to decrease the number of people in the building.
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Early Childhood Education (continued)
Practicing Social Distancing/Cohorts
We will use a cohort model in our ECE classrooms throughout the day. Children will remain with their teachers
and classmates during their daily schedule. Our Pre-Kindergarten classrooms will practice social distancing
between cohorts when using a shared space such as our playground.

Cleaning
ECE teachers will continue to implement, and supplement, our already rigorous cleaning routine throughout
the day. All high touch surfaces and objects will be disinfected regularly. This will include, but not limited to all
learning materials, toys, door handles, bathrooms, sinks, and playground equipment. All sanitizing products
are safe for frequent use with children. All shared spaces will be disinfected before other children enter the
play area. Our maintenance team will disinfect classrooms overnight. We will follow normal handwashing
procedures and requirements.
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Early Childhood Education (continued)
Dining/Food
ECE meals will be delivered to individual classrooms to be served by teachers. We will temporarily discontinue
family-style serving at mealtimes and the use of our dining room for Three’s and PreK. Teachers will continue to wear
gloves and begin wearing face coverings while serving meals to individual children.

Face Coverings
All staff will wear face coverings in hallways when serving meals and changing diapers, when within close proximity to
children, and when social distancing is not possible. No ECE children are required to wear face coverings.* All parents
or visitors in the building must wear a face-covering at all times in the building.
*Exception is noted in the “Illness at School” section.

Rest Time
All nap cots will be spread as far apart as possible during naptime, and children will also be placed head to foot during
rest time. Cots and sheets will be cleaned and disinfected twice weekly.
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Early Childhood Education (continued)
Aftercare/Pick-Up
●
●

Parents/Pre-Authorized individual(s) of Three’s and PreK children may pick up in the car line between
3:30-4:00pm. You will be required to sign out your child from your car.
If not utilizing the car line you will need to check-in and be screened in the ECE lobby. All toddler children will
need to be picked up from their classrooms after parents/caregivers are screened in the ECE Lobby.
○
All individuals picking up between 4:00-5:30 will need to be screened in the ECE lobby upon entry to
pick up your child from their classrooms.
○
All Parents/Pre-Authorized individual(s) in the building must wear a face covering upon entry before
being screened.
○
All individuals who enter ECE must go through the screening required by the DCCECE Minimum
Licensing requirements for pandemic procedures.

Employee Childcare
We intend to offer childcare to TNS employees, for their children from ECE through 8th grade, if their own child’s
school/child care closes and TNS ECE remains open. If demand is high, younger students will have priority. If, due to
absences, staffing demands, or other circumstances, offering this service compromises safety or quality of
programming, we will suspend this service.
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Early Childhood Education (continued)
Short-term Distance Learning (DL) Plan (72 hours)
This plan will be utilized only if a classroom, wing, or building is required to close for up to 72 hours. This basic plan
will be adopted to support any children who need to have an extended absence due to quarantine or similar reason.
●
An at-home project will be sent home digitally to include math, literacy, and art
●
Instructions on class Zoom meeting and schedule will be provided via email
●
For children out due to quarantine for extended time, families will receive a check-in from classroom teachers
and be sent videos/lessons

Long-term Distance Learning (DL) Plan
This is the minimum plan in place to be used only if ECE is required to close campus for an
extended period of time.
●
Daily lessons will be emailed to families by 4:00 pm on the night before
●
Two Class Zoom Meetings will be offered weekly
●
One on one Zoom meetings scheduled weekly for each student

Ready to Open Plan 2020-2021

34

Lower and Middle School (K-6)
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Lower and Middle Schools
Safety Procedures
The New School (TNS) has plans in place to mitigate risk for students and teachers. Teachers and students will
wash hands and sanitize before each transition and throughout the day as needed. Individual students will have
their own set of school supplies. Students will be sharing materials as little as possible. If materials are shared,
they will be properly sanitized in between uses.

Cohorts
To adhere to safety regulations and minimize cross contamination, students will be divided into cohorts within
their grade levels and will stay in these groups for the duration of the school day. In order to accommodate
enrollment in K-6, the 4th grade classes will be temporarily moved to the first floor of the Academic Center, with
the 5th and 6th grades. Teachers will move among classes, while students remain in their cohort homeroom.
Please be aware that if your child attends before or after-school care they may mix with other cohorts.
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Lower and Middle Schools (continued)
Personal Protective Equipment (Face Coverings)
All employees and students (K-12) are required to wear face coverings in common areas, classrooms, and other
indoor spaces. In K-6, teachers will provide regular mask breaks for students. Mask breaks are intended to be
outdoors or at 6 foot distances indoors. In the cohort model, students will not be able to remain 6 feet apart at
all times, and the added requirement for face coverings is intended to provide increased safety in classrooms.

Water
Water fountains will be turned off. Students will bring their own water bottles. Students/parents will be
responsible for taking the water bottles home to be cleaned and brought back to school. We will have cups
available in classrooms for students who forget their water bottle at home.

Dining Procedures
Students will eat breakfast and lunch in their classroom. Continental style breakfast will be available for pick up
from 8:00 to 8:20am in the dining hall. Lunch will be either picked up or brought to the classrooms. Due to social
distancing guidelines and safety practices, parents will not be allowed to eat in the classrooms with the students.
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Lower and Middle Schools (continued)
Schedule
The academic day will begin at 8:30am and end at 3:30pm.
●
Students should be dropped off and picked up at the main entrance
●
For morning drop off, a staff member will be waiting to direct the student to their appropriate location
●
For afternoon pick up, parents will be given a placard displaying each student’s name and grade level to
be placed in view on the car dashboard, and a staff member will call down to the student’s classroom to
request they come to the front door
●
Parents may accompany younger children to the classroom, especially during the first week of school as
the students transition to entering school independently
●
4th-6th grade students will utilize the first floor Academic Center entrance at all times and will not go to
the upper floors in the building at any time

Extended Day Program, Benton County Bus and Late Van
See the “Cross-Level Areas” section for this information.
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Lower and Middle Schools (continued)
Transition from On Campus Learning to Distance Learning (DL)
TNS is prepared for efficient transitions from on campus learning to DL in the event that an individual student
may need to self quarantine or we need to close all or part of campus for a short time. We are prepared with
procedures for longterm closures K-12, in case we are mandated to close campus.

Distance Learning (DL) Bags
Families will be provided with a DL bag that is to go home and stay home until the end of the school year, at
which point it should be returned. This bag should be stored and only used for extended absences and periods
of DL. Bags will include general school supplies and resources that students will need to participate in virtual
lessons and complete assignments. A list of more specific items to obtain or make sure you have at home will be
provided by the teacher.
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Lower and Middle Schools (continued)
Learning Management Systems (LMS)
We are utilizing the Blackbaud LMS, and incorporating SeeSaw (K-1) and Google Classroom (2-6), to help prepare
students for success whether they are at school or home. We will also have DL Coordinators that will
communicate with families on access to assignments and specific needs in the event that a child is absent from
school for an extended period of time.

Grading and Attendance
We will be returning to our normal grading policy for this school year, including distance learning days.
Attendance during any distance learning days will be taken based on participation in Zoom sessions and
completion of assignments.
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Upper School (7-12)

41

Upper School
Before School
●
●
●
●

Buildings open at 8am. If we have families who absolutely need an earlier arrival (7:30-8:00am), we will
provide a location for a proctored study hall.
Grab & Go breakfast will be available 8:00-8:20am
No dining will occur in the Dining Hall until further notice
Students should be dropped off in the upper campus circle and enter through the second floor Academic
Center (AC) entrance
○
Students with siblings in K-6 may be dropped off at the main lobby and walk to the second floor AC
entrance, with face coverings

Extended Day Program
●
●

7th and 8th graders will meet in the Innovation Center with extended day staff supervision
In order to decrease prolonged contact, we strongly recommend that parents pick up their children as
soon as possible after school
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Upper School (continued)
Communication
●
●
●
●
●

The appropriate method of communication with faculty and administration is through email and Blackbaud
Learning Management System (LMS)
All communication from teachers will be via email or Blackbaud LMS
Students should check their email a minimum of two times per day, including before the start of the school
day
All teachers will consistently utilize Blackbaud; teachers may use Google Classroom it it is linked to their class
page in Blackbaud
All assignments will be entered into the gradebook by day as it is assigned
○
Graded work with feedback is expected to be returned to students within a maximum or 2 weeks from
the due date, earlier when possible
○
Good communication is key to successful relationships among teachers, students, parents
○
At the start of the year, each teacher will explain and demonstrate use of Blackbaud, and
Google Classroom if used, to their students for both on-campus and off-campus use
■
Teachers will clearly communicate expectations for where students should turn in
assignments
■
Teachers will answer all emails within 24 hours, even if just to acknowledge receipt
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Upper School (continued)
Attendance
If a student requires extended absence due to illness or quarantine, please contact the School Nurse and the Upper
School Division Head. We will support students in these situations, through the ongoing use of Blackbaud LMS.

Planning
All teachers will post a syllabus on Blackbaud prior to the start of the school year. This is a skeletal outline of the
content to be covered unit by unit over the course of the year.

Supplies and Materials for Students
In order to decrease sharing materials in the classroom, we will provide each student with individual supplies.
Students will be expected to bring their supplies to class on a daily basis. Early in the year, students will be provided
with materials for classes and labs in preparation for Distance Learning (DL), as needed.
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Upper School (continued)
Assessments
If we enter distance learning for an extended period of time, students will continue to learn and be assessed,
however, the format of the assessments will likely change to take into consideration the resources available to
students at home.

Technology
Students are expected to take computers and chargers home every night to be prepared for the case of an emergency
closure.

Transition to Distance Learning
Teachers will be prepared for smooth transitions to both short-term and long-term campus closures. The schedules
for both on and off-campus learning will be shared at the start of school.
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Upper School (continued)
Due to the nature of the upper school program, the cohort model being utilized in other divisions, is not practical. Due
to class sizes and spacious facilities, we can practice social distancing with full student cooperation.

Assigned Seating
Students will have assigned seating in classes.

Face Coverings
Students and teachers will wear face coverings in halls, common areas, and in classes when 6 foot distancing is not
possible.

Furniture
Furniture will be removed from hallways (and possibly classrooms) to avoid students congregating too closely
together.
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Upper School (continued)
Lockers & Cubbies
These will be unavailable at least for fall semester. Students can leave backpacks outside of classrooms.

Cleaning
In addition to cleaning and sanitizing practices employed by our facilities team, teachers and students are expected to
wipe down tables and chairs, to wash hands, and use hand sanitizer frequently.

Water
Teachers and students should expect to have normal access to fill their water bottles using the bottle fillers. Drinking
fountains will not be used.
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Upper School (continued)
Consequences for Student Non-Compliance
Students are expected to follow all health and safety guidelines established by the school. Failure to do so will result
in disciplinary consequences. Repeated failure to follow these guidelines could result in a student not being permitted
on campus.

Floor & Stairway Directions
Students and faculty will enter and exit the building using only the east second floor entrance. During passing periods,
hallways are one-way. Second floor moves east to west. Third floor moves west to east. West stairwell is up, and the
east stairwell is down.
The following pages include maps for floors 2 and 3 of the Academic Center.
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Contact The New School
We expect that you will have questions and welcome your feedback and suggestions. We are eager to listen to and
help each family navigate any concerns they may have.
Please feel free to contact us at info@thenewschool.org and a member of our team will be in touch.
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