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Dear HCA Family,
I hope and pray you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving break. I know I enjoyed my mornings relaxing and having a cup
of coffee. We have 3 weeks until our Christmas break but don’t let the short time fool you, we have plenty to wrap up
before the end of the year with 2019 quickly coming to a close. I don’t know how it is in everyone’s daily life, schedule,
or job but at HCA, the months are filled with learning, projects, programs, exams, field trips, sports and adventures;
you just can’t blink or the school year is over.
Trying to finish out the semester and stepping right into the holiday season, days can become a little chaotic. It’s easy
to get caught up in the chaos and confusion, but as Christians, we know the true meaning of Christmas and
understand the importance of God sending His Son to provide a way for us to be with Him forever, in heaven one day.
I think about the shepherds just minding their own business in the fields when they were visited by the angels to
announce the arrival of Jesus Christ. I can’t help but to imagine the breath taking experience they must have had that
night. I also think about the faith they displayed when they chose to follow the star the angels told them about. The
one they had waited for was finally here, it was happening right before their eyes. I can’t think of anything more
exciting than this. We didn’t get to experience this firsthand like the shepherds did, but we do get to participate in the
celebration of His birth each year and what this means to us.
“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room
for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
- Luke 2:7-14

As you celebrate the season with your friends and family, remember what Christmas is all about when the stores are
crowded and people are rushing about franticly. Take time to slow down, breathe and reflect on how much God loves
you, that He sent His Only Son, Jesus Christ, to give us life.
Have a blessed month,
Tammy VanDeMark, Head Principal
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December in Athletics

Congratulations to Coach Raley and the varsity football team for a great 2019 campaign! The Lions
finished the season at a stellar 10-2 record and a trip the FCAPPS State semifinal game. They lost a
close one to defending State Champions Riverside 38-31. Sadly, we have to say goodbye to seniors
Riley Decker, Aiden Hopping, Dalton Kilcrease, Kale Knott and Jake Jackson. Great job Gentlemen!
The soccer team got off to a roaring start to the new season with a 6-0 win over Pepin Academy,
then lost to Cambridge Christian and dropped a nail-biter to Academy at the Lakes 4-3. The varsity
girls’ basketball team lost two games in the Springstead Preseason Classic to Wiregrass Ranch and
Bishop McLaughlin. In the regular season opening, the Lady Lions rallied from an 18-point deficit to
defeat Meadowbrook Academy 55-48 in one of the biggest come-backs in school history. They
followed that up with 48-9 trouncing of Universal Academy to start the 2019-20 regular season
undefeated!
The boys’ varsity basketball team opened the preseason with a loss to Universal Academy and then
took on Classical Prep in another preseason classic on Friday, November 22nd. Finally, the boys
middle school basketball team, under new head coach Keith Jackson (whoaa Nelly!), provided quite
the dramatics in their season opening victory over Universal Academy. The team was down early
25-9, the boys inched their way back in the game and trailed 31-30 with just twelve ticks left in the
game. After getting the ball past the Universal press, Carson Hedick was fouled with just two
seconds left in the game and trailing by one point. He calmly stepped to the free throw line and,
with ice in his veins, he proceeded to sink two free throws to sink Universal Academy's attempt to
win the game in the Lion's Den! What an amazing end to a very competitive game!
All the basketball and soccer teams have been back in action after the Thanksgiving break. On
behalf of the HCA Athletic Department, we hope you had a safe and joyful Thanksgiving and wish
you a very Merry Christmas. To God be the glory!
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Elementary News
Grandparents Day!
On Friday, November 1, we celebrated Grandparents Day at HCA! Thank you to all the grandparents
that attended. What a special day.

Our Preschool class is always learning…
Mrs. Rose’s preschool class has been up to a lot during this past month. One of the activities created
in class was being able to build 3D shapes in math with play dough and toothpicks.

Future Engineers
Each student in Mrs. Tannoia’s Fourth grade class built a catapult using the following mandatory
items: a spoon and rubber band. Additionally, they were allowed to use any other items from the
classroom they wanted to, in order to construct their catapult in Science.
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Secondary News
A message from Mr. Jason Kahler, Secondary Principal

Last month, our students in the upper level high school math and science, along with students in
STEM Club, joined Mrs. Hester and Mrs. Norman on a field trip to Harvest Power, Mickey Solar Array
hosted by Disney in Lake Buena Vista. The "adventure" challenged students concerning using
recyclable energy.
This month middle school and high school is getting ready for semester exams. Exams are
Wednesday, December 18 - Friday, December 20, 2019. These days are half days, with students
being dismissed at noon. An exam schedule is Wednesday; English and Math ~ Thursday; Science
and Social Studies ~ Friday; Bible and Spanish. Study days are Monday and Tuesday, 12/16 - 12/17.
We look forward to all of our students finishing off the quarter strong. Additionally, we wish you a
wonderful time with your family and friends this Christmas Season.

Check out Mrs. Hester’s Precalculus Honors class. The class was studying on how math is
applied to the momentum using a gyroscope. What is a Gyroscope? It is a device used for
measuring or maintaining orientation and angular velocity. It is a spinning wheel or disc in which the
axis of rotation (spin axis) is free to assume any orientation by itself. Officer Durso had a brave
student help to demonstrate Spin Angular Momentum. Cool stuff!

ACSI Elementary and Secondary Speech Meet
On Thursday, November 21, 2019, some of our Elementary and
Secondary students participated in the annual ACSI Speech Meet.
The students had a great day!
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Art Department
Mrs. Jones’ Elementary and Secondary student art classes are so very talented! Our Kindergarten
classes created masterpieces called “The Turkey Project.” The second grade class made an Indian
corn project. The third grade classes each did a Vincent VanGogh inspired painting. Lastly, our high
school students showed their talents by creating a reverse painting.

Kindergarten
Mrs. Moore and
Miss Hethorn’s Classes

Mrs. McFarland and Mrs. Hinkson’s 3rd Grade Classes
Mrs. Whitten’s 2nd Grade Class

High School

Items Needed for the Science Department
Our Science department is in need of the following items: Kleenex
tissues and hand sanitizer. If you can help, please have your child bring
these items to any of the Science teachers: Mrs. Norman, Mr. Putsis or
Mrs. Probus. Thank you.

da

LIONS PRIDE

| December 2019

Update: Operation Christmas Child
Thank you HCA families for coming through again! HCA is an
amazing place to work and we are blessed with so many
giving people. We collected 78 shoeboxes and cash to cover
postage for many boxes to be sent. Many of you paid online
this year, watch for an email from OCC. This email will update you on the
path of your shoebox. Please share with the front office where your
shoebox ended up and we will update the progress in one of the upcoming
newsletters. We look forward to this ministry each year. Thank you again
for being so generous. Merry Christmas!

HCA Staff ~ Faculty Highlights
Each month HCA randomly picks four staff or faculty to highlight. They are given two questions to
answer regarding HCA. We love our staff and faculty!
Mr. Jason Kahler ~ HCA’s Secondary Principal
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: We were new to Hernando County and we were looking for a private elementary
school for our oldest child, Andrew. We visited a couple places and decided on
HCA for Andrew to start in Kindergarten.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: My fondest memory would be my wife, Natalie, teaching high school classes at
HCA.

6
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HCA Staff ~ Faculty Highlights Cont.

Mrs. Stacy Hethorn ~ HCA’s Accounts Receivable Clerk
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: I was homeschooling my girls and was looking for a school for Emily to play volleyball.
We started as homeschooling athletes, then decided to become full time family
members. HCA has been a huge blessing to us and our children.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: There truly are many favorite memories at HCA. One of my favorite memories is being
able to come to work with my children every day. Also, maybe the chicken wrap on
Wednesday helps.

Mrs. Tracy Moore ~ HCA Kindergarten Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: We had just moved here and I was driving by and saw the school. I knew nothing about
HCA, but I told my husband that day I’m either going to teach there one day or our kids
will attend that school. Guess what? Both came true! God brought us to this school.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: Watching HCA play for the championship football game at SEU stadium in the fall of
2017. It was a wonderful time of school spirit and pride.
Mrs. Bonnie Butler ~ HCA Physical Education Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: I heard about HCA from my sister who had her children here.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: There are so many great memories of HCA. One of my favorite was when we had a
talent show and some of our teachers did the song, “I will follow him,” dressed in nun
habits.
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Honor Society News
NEHS Preschool Day
By Valerie Curiale, NEHS Secretary

On Thursday, November 7, the National Elementary Honor Society
hosted Preschool Day for the K4 and K5 students. It was really fun
for the little kids. They made crafts, played games, ate yummy
food, and listened to exciting stories. During crafts they got to make
slime with sea creatures in it. While playing games the kids got to
throw bouncy balls into a shark’s mouth. For snack time they had
Jell-O, gummies, and graham crackers shaped as bears. The
adventurous stories took them to a whole new world. It was great to
see the kids having a good time. We hope next year will be just as
fun!

NEHS Ronald McDonald House Tour
By: Avery Collins, Aleya Gonzalez, Abigail Sexton, Addisyn Slocum

The Fourth grade members of the National Elementary
Honor Society took donations they purchased with their
fundraising money to the Ronald McDonald House of Tampa
Bay and toured the facilities. The Ronald McDonald House
assists families of sick children who are receiving treatment
at Tampa General Hospital.
We learned that it costs $100 per night to support the
families. These families are allowed to stay free, which is
why they need donations to help out. Local restaurants
provide food for them each night so they have healthy meals
to eat. The kitchen is also filled with grab-and-go food and
snack items so the families can spend as much time as possible with their children who are in the
hospital.
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Honor Society News Cont.
The Ronald McDonald house is a hotel-style setting that allows families to have
a private room to relax and get much needed sleep. Each family is given a
welcome basket to help them feel more at home. The baskets include things
like stuffed animals and books. The average family stay is two weeks so having
this room is really helpful to the families.

NEHS Reindeer Run
On Monday, December 9, the members of the National Elementary Honor
Society will participate in their Annual Reindeer Run. This event is a walk-a-thon
style event where members have gathered pledges based on the number of laps
they will complete during a class period. The monies collected will be donated to
members of our own HCA family who need additional assistance during the Christmas season. If you
would like to come watch the Reindeer Run, please join us on Monday at 1:15 p.m. on the
Football/Soccer Field. Pledges would also be welcomed and can be donated by contacting any
NEHS member or Mrs. Samson, NEHS Advisor at ksamson@hernandochristian.org.

The Kiwanis Club of Brooksville Christmas Parade!
NHS, NJHS and NEHS will be participating in the Downtown Brooksville parade on
Saturday, December 14, 2019. The honor society’s theme is the Polar Express.
Additionally, we will have the preschool class in the parade with the theme of Charlie
Brown Christmas. The parade begins at 10:00 a.m. We hope to see you there!

National Honor Society Food Drive
The National Honor Society is collecting canned food for the homeless.
We will be donating all cans collected to a local church, who will be
bringing the canned goods to a local food bank in Brooksville. Help spread
some Christmas spirit by donating what you can. Please place all
donations on the table located in the Elementary hall. We are collecting
canned goods beginning now through Friday, December 20, 2019. Thank
you and God Bless!
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Admissions
Reenrollment for current enrolled students will begin on Wednesday, January 1,
2020 for the 2020 - 2021 school year for Pre-K 4 through 12th grade.
Take advantage of early enrollment!
If you reenroll your child or children by midnight Friday, January 31, 2020, you will only have to pay
a $100 non-refundable deposit per child when you are reenrolling. If you have 3 or more students
reenrolling at HCA, the maximum deposit will be $300. Again, to take advantage of the $100 nonrefundable deposit your child or children need to be reenrolled by Friday, January 31, 2020. The
non-refundable deposit will go toward your tuition. (See the below deadlines)
Important: If classes become full, children will be placed on a waitlist. Anyone waitlisted will be
notified. Classes will fill up fast, so do not wait.
We will open up enrollment for new students in February.
Please follow the steps below to complete the reenrollment process beginning January 1, 2020:
First, the reenrollment process needs to be completed on a computer or tablet. Then, go to
https://www.renweb.com/, and select Login and click ParentsWeb Login. From there you will need
to click your ParentsWeb Account. Once you are logged into account, on the left side select Family
Information then Enrollment/ Reenrollment. This screen will take you to another tab, which is the
Online Enrollment Application. This application MUST be completed and deposits made online. In
the packet, please make sure the FACTS portion is completed for billing purposes. (If FACTS is not
completed, we cannot consider your child or children as reenrolled.) Once the packet is complete,
please review and then click the submit button. Then, process will be complete. Please make sure
it is completely submitted.

Deadlines:
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 – Friday, January 31, 2020
($100 non-refundable deposit per child)
Saturday, February 1, 2020 – Saturday, February 28, 2020
($200 non-refundable deposit per child)
Sunday, March 1, 2020
($300 non-refundable deposit per child)
Additionally, we will be having Reenrollment Tuesday’s again. More information to come regarding
the t-shirt you will receive for reenrolling.

r
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HCA Giving
There are so many ways to help support our school. We have a new link on our webpage under
Support HCA. Currently, we have two needs for our school which are listed on the site. If you
choose, you could also donate to our general fund.
Additionally, did you know that when you shop for the holidays at
smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0887152, AmazonSmile donates to
Hernando Christian Academy? Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our school. Every bit helps
and we greatly appreciate it.

Clinic News

In this month’s School Health Newsletter section, I would like to focus on the importance of disease
prevention and ways that we can implement to help reduce the spread of some of the preventable
and communicable infections like Strep throat.
Wash your hands often to prevent the spread of germs that cause Strep throat and other
infections; cover nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing; do not drink from the same glass,
eat from the same plate, or share utensils with someone who is sick. Keep your child at home if
they have a fever (temperature of over 100 degrees F/ 38 degrees C). Our policy is that students
may not return to school until they are fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing
medications.
Key Facts:
•
•
•
•

Strep throat is an infection in the throat and tonsils caused by group A Streptococcus bacteria
(called "group A Strep").
A medical test by your clinician is needed to tell if you have Strep throat.
People with Strep throat should stay home from work, school, or daycare until they have
taken antibiotics for at least 24 hours.
Antibiotics taken for Strep throat reduce the length of time you’re sick and help prevent the
spread of infection to friends and family members.

For more information regarding ways to prevent and treat Strep throat infection, please contact
your health care provider or your school nurse. You may also log in to Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention website at: https://www.cdc.gov/features/strepthroat/index.html
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Clinic News Cont.
We can protect and strengthen our immunity by eating healthy and nutritious foods, taking daily
exercise, sleeping 8-10 hours a night, reducing stress, and smiling daily.
With a Sincere Heart for your Children and Christ,
Belinda Manuel, RN, BSN, MS
Hernando Christian Academy School Nurse

Fundraisers and Events
Make and Take
Sign
Fundraiser

The class of 2020 will be having two Make and Take Sign
Fundraising events. There will be different priced kits available to
purchase for all type of occasions. You will create your sign in the
cafeteria. The cost of the signs are $25 and up. You will be able to
choose the sign you would like to make from the signs available.
Our creative staff will assist you in making something wonderful for
yourself or to give as a gift! Additionally, all classes will be given
step-by-step instructions on how to make your sign.
Dates: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 (5 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) in
HCA Cafeteria (For Anyone)
Thursday, December 12, 2019 (3 p.m. – 5 p.m.) in
HCA Cafeteria (For Students)

To RSVP email Stacy Hethorn at shethorn@hernandochristian.org to reserve your spot for the sign
night. Just include what class or classes you want to reserve a spot and we will make sure to have a
spot for you.
The class of 2021 will be selling hot chocolate and doughnuts the months
of December and January for $1.00 each.

The class of 2021 will be having an Escape Room Theme Dinner on
Saturday, April 4, 2020. More information is to come soon.
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International News
It is so wonderful to see our International students doing so many activities together.
One of our students hosted a party on November 24th. Looks like a lot of fun!

On Saturday, November 30, 2019, our international
students got to go to SeaWorld in Orlando. Fun times!

Do you want to host an International Student for next school year?
Every year Hernando Christian Academy hosts international students. We are currently looking for
host families for the 2019-2020 school year. As a host family, you will offer a young international
student the opportunity to discover America through your eyes. Your family will not only gain a new
family member, you will also learn about a different culture, its values and traditions, language,
food, and more. You will receive a stipend of $700.00 per month to help offset the cost. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Diana McCall at 352-796-0616 option 0 or
dmccall@hernandochristian.org.
Thank you,
Dianna McCall
International Coordinator
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Looking Ahead

Monday, December 9, 2019 Friday, December 13, 2019

Elementary Christmas Shop

Saturday, December 14, 2019

Downtown Brooksville Parade

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 Friday, December 20, 2019

Middle and High School Exams

Friday, December 20, 2019

Noon Dismissal
End of Term 2

Monday, December 23, 2019 Monday, January 6, 2020

Christmas Break

Tuesday, January 7, 2020

School Resumes

HERNANDO CHIRISTIAN ACADEMY
7200 Emerson Road
Brooksville, Florida 34601
352-796-0616
www.hernandochristian.org

