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Dear HCA Family,
Can you believe we are already sneaking up on the end of the third quarter? A lot of good things have been happening
around the campus. Thanks to our wonderful parents, we have had donations coming in to go towards special
projects or needs that we have. We had a family donate 6 new picnic tables that were needed in several areas. Parents
also provided clay for the softball and baseball fields. With your help, we were able to secure transportation to move
the clay to our fields, as well. A group of parents and players worked very hard to get the clay spread out. Ryan and his
crew have put in many backbreaking hours to make the fields look amazing for our players. We are lighting up the
school grounds with new LED lights to replace the old ones and we are having additional poles added. Our plan is to
add additional lights as we are able.
We have so much to be thankful for, we are blessed at HCA. As I walk around campus, I am always amazed at the
things God does for us. Nothing is impossible with God. His ways and plans are so much better than anything we
could ever imagine. I feel so unworthy of His grace and goodness but that’s just how much He loves us and I’m not
saying that because everything is perfect. I’m saying this because regardless of the ups and downs in life that we face,
He never changes. He is always there for us and loving us no matter what crumbles around us. That’s what we have to
be thankful for.
I want to give an update on the results of the Map assessment that some of our students have piloted this year. I am
very pleased to announce that HCA placed above the national percentile average in most of the areas tested. 1st grade
is above the national average in Math and Reading. 1st grade is not assessed in Language Arts. 3rd grade is above the
national average in Reading and Language Arts with Math at the national average. 8TH grade shows above the
national average in Reading and Language Arts and just below the national average in math.
Our next assessment will be towards the end of the year, which will give us a second scoring to compare the student
gains from the previous assessment back in January.
Blessings,
Tammy VanDeMark
Head Principal
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March in Athletics

The Lady Lion's Varsity basketball team set a school
record with 25 wins this season. The Ladies won a third
district title and made it to the Elite Eight for the third time
in the past five years. Led by seniors Cassidy Coffman and
Abby Jackson, the Ladies won the Belleview Christmas
Tournament back in December, won the West Coast
Athletic Conference with a 43-25 win over Seven Rivers
Christian School, followed that with the FHSAA 2A District
5 Championship over Academy at the Lakes 41-27. The
Lady Lions then defeated rival Bayshore Christian 36-32 in
the FHSAA Regional Quarterfinal and First Baptist
Academy of Naples 43-34 (Coach Drummond's 150th win as the girls’ varsity coach) in the Regional
Semifinal, before succumbing to Keswick Christian in the Regional Final. Congratulations to the
Lady Lions on a stellar season!
As the Spring season begins, the varsity girl’s tennis team is out to defend their 2019 FHSAA District
championship. Led by junior Courtney McLain and sophomore Ann Manuel, the Lady Lions look to
be strong contenders for another title! The boy’s tennis team led by the International duo of Gavin
Zhao and Tony Zhang look to improve on last season’s success!
The baseball team holds 1-2 record as of this writing and are led by new skipper Garrett Mikkola and
looks to be very competitive this season. Meanwhile, Coach Dianne Smith's softball girls have been
patiently waiting for the return of the members of the varsity girls’ basketball team and just began
play on the road against District Powerhouse Academy at the Lakes on Thursday, February
27th. The ladies look for a strong campaign riding the golden arm of sophomore Madison Hamilton
as she looks to power the Ladies on the diamond! Make sure to check the weekly AWS to keep up
with the times and locations of all HCA upcoming Athletic events!
Thank you and GO LIONS!!
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Elementary News
Mrs. Rose’s preschool class learning so many new things….
Mrs. Belinda Manuel, our school nurse, came to our preschool class to teach the children the
importance of keeping their hands clean. She showed a very fun short video, then let the class show
her how well they wash their hands. They did a super job!! Additionally, this past month their class
learned about Presidents. The class learned what a silhouette was and they also cleaned pennies
with ketchup. Lots of fun!

.

Mrs. Tannoia’s 4th Grade class is doing some cool science…
This past month the 4th grade class did Science testing with lights and shadows. Looks like a fun way
to learn Science.
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Elementary News Cont.
Ms. Rivera’s 5th grade class at MOSI.
The fifth graders had a great day at MOSI! They experienced a planetarium, solved a "crime" using
forensic clues, and did many other hands-on activities. The weather was also
beautiful so that the class could eat lunch and play on the lawn.

Secondary News
Attention Secondary Students (SAT Testing):
For students that need to take their SAT’s, please see below upcoming test dates
for SAT testing: SAT Information: SAT
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
SAT Date

SAT Subject
Tests Available

Registration
Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

Deadline for
Changes

May 2, 2020

See SAT Subject

April 3, 2020

April 14, 2020 (for mailed registrations)

April 21, 2020

Tests available on

April 21, 2020 (for registrations made online or by

Register

this date

phone)

June 6,

See SAT Subject
Tests available on

2020

this date

Register

May 8, 2020

May 19, 2020 (for mailed registrations)
May 27, 2020 (for registrations made online or
by phone)

May 27, 2020

da
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Stanford 10 Testing
Elementary thru 9th Grade Students
We are gearing up for the Stanford 10 testing the end of March. Teachers are working
with the students on test taking strategies and independent work habits. This not only
prepares the students for the Stanford 10, but it prepares them for the next grade
level. Just a reminder to parents, the Stanford 10 testing does not have any value on a
student’s ability to pass a grade level. We do, however, gain valuable information from
the assessment such as curriculum changes, supplemental additions or changes, or
areas that our classes may have learning or achievement gaps. Parents play an
important role in the success of their child by making sure they go to bed at a decent
hour and have a good breakfast before school. Students should have 2 #2 pencils. We
will have extra pencils if needed. Please make sure your child does not arrive late on
these days, if possible. The classroom doors will be locked at 8:00am as usual. If your
child is not in the classroom by 8:00am, they will have to wait until the testing has
ended for that subject. They will be walked to class during the break to prepare to take
the next section of the test. They will have to make up the secti on they missed later in
the week. Please assure your child that there is no stress associated with the test,
there is no time limit, but they should do their best and not rush.

HCA Staff ~ Faculty Highlights
Each month HCA randomly picks four staff or faculty to highlight. They are given two questions to
answer regarding HCA. We love our staff and faculty!
Mrs. Dianne Smith ~ HCA Secondary Bible Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: Although I never attended HCA as a student myself, I have had several family
members attend HCA starting with my younger sister. She was a graduate of the
Class of 1997.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: Well, since I coach the varsity softball team, the memory that stands out is from
last season. We beat Seven Rivers for the first time in seven years! The girls
played so hard and deserved to win that game. I was so proud of them.

5

da
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HCA Staff ~ Faculty Highlights Cont.
Ms. Christine Gomez ~ HCA Secondary History Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: I heard about HCA years ago reading a newspaper article regarding one of the
sports teams here.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: One of my favorite memories is when I had our SRO as a guest speaker. He
brought his grandfather’s WWI uniform and equipment to show my classes. It was
an amazing day viewing such historical items!
Mrs. Debbie Whitten ~ HCA Elementary Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: When my first child was entering Kindergarten, I was looking for a Christian School. We
had a friend whose daughter attended HCA and referred us to the school. The rest
as they say is history.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: My favorite memory was the Senior year of my youngest child who attended HCA. His
football season that year, the team went undefeated and won their district as well. I
was the team mom, so it was a lot of fun and exciting for me. I went to all the games,
home and away and enjoyed every one of them.

Mr. John Edwards ~ HCA Secondary Bible Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: I went to HCA as a student when I was in elementary school, 1st – 4th grade. I heard
about the job from my friend and mentor Justin Crosby.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: Going to the Florida Aquarium when I was in elementary school on a field trip, and
being in the Nicodemus (Nic at Nite) Play, also in elementary school.
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Honor Society News
National Elementary Honor Society
NEHS A Night in Spring
By: Tandy Luckey
The National Elementary Honor Society would like to thank everyone who came
to A Night in Spring fundraiser dinner. There were games, food and activities.
First, the NEHS students served food and drinks. They served pasta, bread, and
salad to the guests. After that, we played a game. It was a “Dress Up Your
Parents” game. We had many different types of hats and accessories. The
evening ended with dessert and a Disney trivia game along with announcing the
winner of the “Candy Guess” game. We had ten questions about classic Disney movies and new
Disney movies. We thank our guests for coming out and supporting the NEHS.

Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Sales BEGIN March 2!
Mark your calendar and clear your freezer! NEHS members will be selling
Little Caesar Pizza Kits from March 2-20, 2020. Kits may be ordered from
any National Elementary Honor Society student or online by following the
steps below. Kits will be delivered to the school for distribution on April 13,
2020. If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Samson, NEHS Adviser at
ksamson@hernandochristian.org.
Online Ordering Instructions:








Go to PizzaKit.com
Click on Products,
then Shop
Select Ship My Order to the Group
Enter the Fundraiser ID#377810,
set up your account, and
place your order!
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HCA Giving
There are so many ways to help support our school. We have a new link on our webpage under
Support HCA. Currently, we have two needs for our school which are listed on the site. If you
choose, you could also donate to our general fund.
Additionally, did you know that when you shop for the holidays at
smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0887152, AmazonSmile donates to
Hernando Christian Academy? Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our school. Every bit helps
and we greatly appreciate it.

Fundraisers and Events
The class of 2021 will be having an Escape Room Theme Dinner on
Saturday, April 4, 2020. More information is to come soon.

The Senior Class of 2020 will be having another Facebook Online Baked Goods
Auction in April. The auction will go from Monday, April 6 – Wednesday, April 8,
2020. Pick up of the sold baked goods will be Thursday, April 9, 2020. Yum!

Admissions
Don’t forget to reenroll your child or children. Once reenrolled, your child or children can participate
in Reenrollment Tuesday’s.
Please follow the steps below to complete the reenrollment process:
First, the reenrollment process needs to be completed on a computer or tablet. Then, go to https://www.renweb.com/, and
select Login and click ParentsWeb Login. From there you will need to click your ParentsWeb Account. Once you are logged into
account, on the left side select Family Information then Enrollment/ Reenrollment. This screen will take you to another tab,
which is the Online Enrollment Application. This application MUST be completed and deposits made online. In the packet,
please make sure the FACTS portion is completed for billing purposes. (If FACTS is not completed, we cannot consider your
child or children as reenrolled.) Once the packet is complete, please review and then click the submit button. Then, process will
be complete. Please make sure it is completely submitted.

Beginning Sunday, March 1, 2020, the non-refundable deposit is $300 per child.
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Admissions Cont.

HCA…Be The Light
We would like to thank Mrs. Tannoia on her awesome design of our Reenrollment
T-shirt. The school had several great choices to choose from for the design of our
t-shirt. Her design was the highest vote by our student body! Great Job!

Clinic News
In light of the emerging novel coronavirus disease that continues to threaten
the health of communities, both in the U.S. and in countries abroad, we would
like to inform you that HCA is taking proactive precautionary measures to
safeguard your children’s safety and wellbeing.
To this date, health experts are still learning about the nature of this new virus; “there is much we do
not know yet about how it actually spreads, how serious it can be, or how to treat it” (McCarthy,
2020). The uncertainties associated with this disease process play a major role of what makes it
more concerning, especially to parents. But there are things we do know about this virus and other
similar viruses, that can help keep our children safe and well. It is paramount to stay informed about
the most recent public health advice and warnings in our area.
The following are important precautionary measures that can help prevent the spread of these viral
infections:







Proper handwashing. Using soap and water and washing for at least 20 seconds (about as
long as it takes you to sing the alphabet song). Hand sanitizers can also be used. Wash your
hands before meals and snacks, after being in public places, and after being around anyone
who is or might be sick.
Vaccinate your child for seasonal flu when the vaccine becomes available in the early fall to
protect against flu illness.
Teach your child good cough and hand hygiene etiquette, including covering coughs and
sneezes with tissues and discarding used tissues properly, coughing and sneezing into the
inside of the elbow.
Promote healthy habits, including eating balanced/nutritious diet, and having adequate rest
and exercise. This helps in boosting our immune systems.

s
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Clinic News Cont.




Teach children to be careful about the surfaces they touch when out in the public, including
our school campus. Observe good hand hygiene. Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that
may be contaminated with flu viruses.
Monitor yourself and your child for flu-like symptoms which can include fever (temperature
over 100 degrees F), feverishness, chills, cough, runny or stuffy nose, sore throat, muscle/body
aches, fatigue (tiredness), and sometimes vomiting or diarrhea.

It is important to note that not everyone with flu will have a fever (CDC, n.d.)




If you suspect that you or your child is getting the flu, stay home from work and school for at
least 24 hours after resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medicines. Avoid
contact with others to prevent the spread of the virus.
If symptoms worsen, contact your doctor’s office for advice as soon as possible.

With a Sincere Heart for your Children and Christ,
Belinda Manuel, MSN, ARNP, FNP-BC
Hernando Christian Academy School Nurse

International News
Do you want to host an International Student for next school year?
Every year Hernando Christian Academy hosts international students. We are currently looking for
host families for the 2020 - 2021 school year. As a host family, you will offer a young international
student the opportunity to discover America through your eyes. Your family will not only gain a new
family member, you will also learn about a different culture, its values and traditions, language,
food, and more. You will receive a stipend of $700.00 per month to help offset the cost. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Diana McCall at 352-796-0616 option 0 or
dmccall@hernandochristian.org.
Thank you,
Dianna McCall
International Coordinator
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Looking Ahead

Thursday, March 5, 2020

Spring Pictures

Friday, March 6, 2020

Noon Dismissal
End of Term 3

Monday, March 9, 2020Friday, March 13, 2020

Spring Break - No School
(Office Hours Vary)

Saturday, March 21, 2020

NJHS Dance

Monday, March 23, 2020 Friday, March 27, 2020

Spring Book Fair

Monday, March 30, 2020 Wednesday, April 1, 2020

Noon Dismissal
Stanford 10 Testing

Friday, April 10, 2020 Monday, April 13, 2020

Easter Break – No School

HERNANDO CHIRISTIAN ACADEMY
7200 Emerson Road
Brooksville, Florida 34601
352-796-0616
www.hernandochristian.org

