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Dear HCA Family,
The first Bible verse I memorized as a child was John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave
His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life”. It’s still one
of my favorite verses. It’s hard to understand how we could possibly be loved so much, but we are my
friends. Chances are you will receive an extra token of love this month on Valentine’s Day, but
nothing will compare to the love God gives us every day. No matter what is going on in your life right
now, God is with you, showing His love all around you. We just have to be still and look around.
We had our first round of assessments with our MAP Pilot program and we are excited for the next
training session for the teachers of the selected grades. It is really exciting to hear that ACSI is now
on board with the MAP program as well. More information will be coming soon.
Don’t forget to pick up your car cling-on. I’m out and about looking for them around town. If you
receive a card on your car, fill it out and bring it back in to school. We will have the first drawing the
end of this month.
Blessings,
Tammy VanDeMark
Head Principal

LIONS PRIDE

February in Athletics

The winter sports season is rapidly coming to a close. We want to congratulate Coach Kahler and his
soccer team as they finished runner up in the West Coast Athletic Conference after losing by a super
close 3-2 margin. Congratulations Coach Kahler and your young soccer team on a very fine season!
The varsity boys’ basketball team is competing in the WCAC Tournament this week. They will be
traveling to Lakeside Christian on Tuesday to take on the Lions of Lakeside in the WCAC semi-final
match. Tip-off is at approximately 6:30 p.m.
The Lady Lions basketball team upped its record to 20 wins and 1 loss by defeating Real Life
Academy 35-34, on senior night and then traveled to Academy at the Lakes on Friday where they
defeated the Lady Wildcats 31-15. The Lady Lions took on Seven Rivers Christian in the WCAC
championship game in what was being dubbed as "Whiteout" Night where fans were asked to wear
white when coming to cheer on the Lady Lions. The Lady Lions won 43-25! The Ladies will be
competing in the FHSAA 2A District 5 Tournament Tuesday and Thursday at Academy at the Lakes.
Go Lions!

Elementary News
Mrs. Moore’s K5 Class trying to stay warm!
A cold winter Tuesday in January gave us the perfect day to read about, “The Mitten”, and to wear
our winter clothes, and make our own snow. There’s just "snow" place like Kindergarten!

.
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Elementary News Cont.
Future Artists!
Ms. Rivera’s fifth grade class creating masterpieces when Artful Possibilities came
to teach the students painting on a canvas.

HCA would like to say “Thank You,” to
our PTF for all your hard work with our
100th day of school. You did a fantastic
job!

Secondary News
Attention Secondary Students (SAT and ACT testing):
For students that need to take their SAT’s or ACT’s, please see below upcoming
test dates for SAT and ACT testing: SAT Information: SAT
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
SAT Date

SAT Subject
Tests Available

Registration
Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

Deadline for
Changes

March 14,

SAT Subject Tests

February 14,

February 25, 2020 (for mailed registrations)

March 3, 2020

2020

not offered on this

2020

March 3, 2020 (for registrations made online or by

date

phone)

Register
Learn more
May 2, 2020
Register

See SAT Subject

April 3, 2020

April 14, 2020 (for mailed registrations)

Tests available on

April 21, 2020 (for registrations made online or by

this date

phone)

April 21, 2020
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SAT Subject

Registration

Tests Available

Deadline

See SAT Subject
Tests available on
this date

May 8, 2020

Late Registration Deadline

Deadline for
Changes

May 19, 2020 (for mailed registrations)
May 27, 2020 (for registrations made online or
by phone)

May 27, 2020

Register

ACT information: https://www.act.org/
ACT upcoming test dates and deadlines is as follows: Registration Deadline February 28, 2020 –
Test date April 4, 2020.

Patriot’s Pen First Place District Division Winner!
Ann Manuel was awarded 1st place (District Division) for the VFW Voice of
Democracy essay writing contest and she's one of the top finalists for the
State. The awards banquet was on Saturday, February 1, 2020 in Orlando,
Florida. Great Job Ann!!!
Patriot’s Pen is conducted nationwide; this VFW-sponsored youth essay
competition gives students an opportunity to write essays expressing their
views on an annual patriotic theme.

Look what is Happening with Middle School Science!
Greetings from the middle school science department! We had a busy January and we wanted to
share some of what we've been up to in science.
6th Grade:
We studied earthquake resistant technology in modern buildings. The
students were assigned a STEM project to build earthquake resistant
towers. We conducted a "shake day" for their created
tower to see how they resisted seismic activity. We
were all pretty surprised about the results. They
created a wide range of towers using various
technologies. For example, we had a tower modeling
Tapei 101 and its vibration dampener ball on top, we had buildings on "pillars"
that were created from soda cans, a new technology to "hide" earthquakes by
creating a circular base with different levels of hardness to create a "cloak" so the
seismic waves go around the building, we had wooden bases, brick bases and
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Secondary News Cont.
so much more! Great job 6th grade! The students are currently studying the wide and
incomprehensible world of space right now.
7th Grade:
In Life Science, we came back studying human body systems and human
health. We conducted labs the first two weeks back from Christmas
break. We had labs on our muscular and skeletal systems including pictures of
our chicken wing lab. We were observing chicken wings to see how muscles,
tendons and cartilage work together for the human body to protect and
move. The students also spent some time on the playground, measured our
reflexes, walked and ran to observe
how ALL of our human body systems
work together when we
move. Students are currently unit
testing by creating a power point on one of the eight
human body systems. We've also been discussing human
health by learning about infectious and noninfectious
diseases. The students have had an interesting month in
life science!
8th GRADE STEM:
The boys stem class semester ended with
building spaghetti bridges and the girls began
with an experiment that followed the scientific
process. They had to create an investigation,
have a purpose and hypothesis on what they
thought would happen. Once they created this,
they researched their project, conducted three
trials, and shared the results with our class. The
students had so much fun
experimenting with things like colored
milk reactions, gum wrappers and
batteries to create heat, lava lamps,
radiation detection of cat food brands,
exploding Coke and observing items in
Coke, observing what bubbles do on
different fabrics, observing what candy
canes and gummy bears do in different
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Secondary News Cont.
types of fluid, invisible ink, the popcorn button, elephant toothpaste, investigating the durability of
paper towels...the list goes on! These students have learned and laughed a lot working through the
scientific method. The girls are currently working on budgeting and designing their dream house for
our data and measurement unit and will build spaghetti bridges in our upcoming engineering unit.

Drama Class Update
Our high school drama class has been working on scripting,
“Heroes Journey.”

Field Trip for our 8th grade class
On Friday, January 17, 2020, our eighth grade class attended the Brooksville
Raid Civil War Reenactment. The students had a fantastic time! You can
catch more pictures from their trip our HCA Facebook page.

Art Department
Mrs. Jones classes have been working hard on so many different types of artwork. Check it out!
Mrs. McFarland and
Mrs. Hinkson’s
3rd Grade Classes
Chinese inspired
Blue and White Pottery Project

Mrs. Rose’s K4 Class
Melted Snowman Project

High School
Thumbprint Collage
(made with shredded magazine paper)

da

da
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HCA Staff ~ Faculty Highlights
Each month HCA randomly picks four staff or faculty to highlight. They are given two questions to
answer regarding HCA. We love our staff and faculty!
Mrs. Joanna Zayas ~ HCA’s Receptionist
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: I heard about HCA through a friend.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: Having all four of my children attend school here and being able to watch them
be a part of our sport program.
Ms. Jessica Giarratana ~ HCA’s Music Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: My parents felt I would not do well in public school since my sibling didn’t and they
placed me here at HCA.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: My favorite memory is watching the student body sing praises to the Lord in spirit
and in truth.
Ms. Kathey Samson ~ HCA’s Technology Coordinator
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: It was the only Christian school in the county at the time my kids were young.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: All the great friends I have met.

Miss Emily Hethorn ~ HCA Elementary Teacher
Q: How did you hear about HCA?
A: In middle school, I was homeschooled but was looking for a place to play volleyball. My
family came across HCA and I started playing volleyball. Then I was enrolled to go to the
high school here.
Q: What is your favorite HCA Memory?
A: My favorite HCA memory was getting to meet all of the new teachers and build
friendships this school year.
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Honor Society News
National Elementary Honor Society

ELEMENTARY Students (K4-6th grade)
Invite your parents to join you for

A Night in Spring
On Friday, February 21, 2020
6:00 p.m. in the HCA Gym
Sunday Dress Attire
Catered Pasta Meal,
and Desserts,
games, Dancing & Photo booth
$12.00 per person
Tickets will go on sale on Monday,
February 3 in the Front Office until
Wednesday, February 19.
This is a catered event so tickets will only be sold in advanced. Tickets will not be sold at the
door. This event is sponsored by the National Elementary Honor Society.
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Honor Society News Cont.
Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Sales Are Coming!
Mark your calendar and clear your freezer! NEHS members will be selling
Little Caesar Pizza Kits starting March 2-20, 2020. More details next month
about how you can get your delicious kits.

HCA Giving
There are so many ways to help support our school. We have a new link on our webpage under
Support HCA. Currently, we have two needs for our school which are listed on the site. If you
choose, you could also donate to our general fund.
Additionally, did you know that when you shop for the holidays at
smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0887152, AmazonSmile donates to
Hernando Christian Academy? Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our school. Every bit helps
and we greatly appreciate it.

Fundraisers and Events
The Class of 2020 will be having a 7 Course Mystery Dinner and Auction on
Saturday, February 29, 2020 at 6:00 pm for the senior class. The cost is $15.00
single and $25.00 for couple. Please contact Stacy Hethorn or any senior for
tickets and information at shethorn@hernandochristian.org.

The class of 2021 will be having an Escape Room Theme Dinner on
Saturday, April 4, 2020. More information is to come soon.
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Admissions
Take advantage of early enrollment!
If you reenroll your child or children by midnight Saturday, February 28, 2020, you will only have to
pay a $200 non-refundable deposit per child when you are reenrolling. The non-refundable deposit
will go toward your tuition. (See the below deadlines)
We began open enrollment for new families on Saturday, February 1, 2020.
Please follow the steps below to complete the reenrollment process:
First, the reenrollment process needs to be completed on a computer or tablet. Then, go to https://www.renweb.com/, and
select Login and click ParentsWeb Login. From there you will need to click your ParentsWeb Account. Once you are logged into
account, on the left side select Family Information then Enrollment/ Reenrollment. This screen will take you to another tab,
which is the Online Enrollment Application. This application MUST be completed and deposits made online. In the packet,
please make sure the FACTS portion is completed for billing purposes. (If FACTS is not completed, we cannot consider your
child or children as reenrolled.) Once the packet is complete, please review and then click the submit button. Then, process will
be complete. Please make sure it is completely submitted.

Deadlines:
Saturday, February 1, 2020 – Saturday, February 28, 2020
($200 non-refundable deposit per child)
Sunday, March 1, 2020
($300 non-refundable deposit per child)
Reenrollment Tuesday’s have started! When you reenroll, you can participate in Reenrollment
Tuesday.

Clinic News

The perfect gift this Valentine’s Day is the gift of heart health. Along with Valentine’s Day, February
marks American Heart Month, an ideal time to commit to a healthy lifestyle and make small
changes that can lead to a lifetime of heart health (Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC),
2016).
HCA has partnered with the American Heart Association to show our support and commitment in
promoting public awareness on the importance of healthy lifestyle. The goal of this program is to
teach our students on the importance of heart-healthy habits, which will set a vital foundation for
the rest of their lives. This service-learning program will also share with our students the
inspirational stories of the courageous children whose lives have been touched by cardiovascular
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Clinic News Cont.
disease while they raise funds to help kids like them, with the hope of saving and improving all lives.
For more information, you may visit American Heart’s website at: heart.org/kidsheartchallenge
We will have an event kick-off on February 19th during chapel time at the gym and we are planning
on doing some fun events that promote the students’ well-being. Parents are invited to attend this
important event and join us as we celebrate the beginning of this worthy cause.

Flu Information for Parents
What is the flu? Flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that infect the
nose, throat, and lungs. Flu viruses cause illness, hospital stays and deaths in the United States each
year.
How serious is the flu? Flu illness can vary from mild to severe. While the flu can be serious even in
kids who are healthy, it can be especially dangerous for young children and children of any age who
have certain long-term health problems.
What are the symptoms of the flu? Symptoms of the flu can include: Fever* or feeling
feverish/chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headaches, fatigue
(tiredness), some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more common in children
than adults. * It’s important to note that not everyone with flu will have a fever. Protect your child
The first and best way to protect against flu is to get a yearly flu vaccine for yourself and your child.
Ask your health care provider which flu vaccine is right for your child. Note: everyone 6 months of
age and older should get a flu vaccine by the end of October, if possible., children 6 months through
8 years of age may need either 1 or 2 doses of vaccine., children younger than 6 months are at high
risk of serious flu illness, but are too young to be vaccinated. Parents, siblings, and people who care
for infants should be vaccinated instead. In addition to getting a flu vaccine, you and your child
should take everyday actions to help prevent the spread of germs. Stay away from people who are
sick, cover your cough and sneezes, wash your hands often with soap and water, do not touch your
eyes, nose, and mouth, and clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with
flu viruses.
If your child is sick What can I do if my child gets sick? Talk to your doctor right away if you are
worried about your child’s illness. Make sure your child gets plenty of rest and drinks enough fluids.
If your child is at high risk for flu complications, call your doctor or take them to the doctor right
away if they develop flu symptoms. If your child becomes sick with flu illness, CDC recommends
that they stay home for at least 24 hours after their fever is gone. (The fever should be gone without
the use of a fever reducing medicine.) A fever is defined as 100°F (37.8°C) * or higher. *Many
authorities use either 100 (37.8 degrees Celsius) or 100.4 F (38.0 degrees Celsius) as a cut-off for
fever, but this number can vary depending on factors such as the method of measurement and the
age of the person.
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Clinic News Cont.
Is there medicine to treat the flu? Yes. Antiviral drugs are prescription medicines that can be used to
treat flu illness. They can make people feel better and get better sooner. Antivirals can mean the
difference between having milder illness instead of very serious illness that could result in a hospital
stay. These drugs can be given to children and pregnant women.
For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/children.htm or call 800-CDC-INFO
With a Sincere Heart for your Children and Christ,
Belinda Manuel, MSN, ARNP, FNP-BC
Hernando Christian Academy School Nurse

International News
Celebration of Chinese New Year for our international students. During school lunch, our Chinese
International students celebrated Chinese New Year.

Do you want to host an International Student for next school year?
Every year Hernando Christian Academy hosts international students. We are currently looking for
host families for the 2020 - 2021 school year. As a host family, you will offer a young international
student the opportunity to discover America through your eyes. Your family will not only gain a new
family member, you will also learn about a different culture, its values and traditions, language,
food, and more. You will receive a stipend of $700.00 per month to help offset the cost. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Diana McCall at 352-796-0616 option 0 or
dmccall@hernandochristian.org.
Thank you,
Dianna McCall
International Coordinator
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Looking Ahead

Friday, March 6, 2020

Noon Dismissal
End of Term 3

Thursday, March 5, 2020

Spring Pictures

Monday, March 9, 2020 –
Friday, March 13, 2020

Spring Break - No School

Monday, March 30, 2020 Wednesday, April 1, 2020

Noon Dismissal
Stanford 10 Testing

HERNANDO CHIRISTIAN ACADEMY
7200 Emerson Road
Brooksville, Florida 34601
352-796-0616
www.hernandochristian.org

