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Introduction
The health, safety and well-being of every student, faculty and staff member
is the priority which underlines this document. We are guided by the principles
shared by the:
u

CDC

u

WHO

u

Pediatricians

u

Infectious disease specialists and

u

Education experts helping to evaluate school reopening plans. disease
specialists and education experts for help evaluating school district help in
reopening plans

hat we learned: There's no such thing as zero risk, but certain practices can

School Re-opening Date and Model of
Learning
u

AISB will reopen school for the 2020-21 on Tuesday September 1, 2020.

u

School will open with online learning –using synchronous & asynchronous models

u

AISB will open for on-site learning when a combination of the following happen:
o

The Government of Congo decrees that schools be open

o

The risk of community spread is relatively low

o

The AISB Board decides that sufficient measures have been put in place to prevent the virus
spread at school

o

60-70% of AISB parents feel comfortable to send their children to school

NB: When school reopens onsite, AISB will operate a hybrid Model whereby onsite and online
models will be available to allow for parent choice or to accommodate families that are out of
the Congo. For synchronous learning, classes will follow the Brazzaville time zone.

AISB’s Task Force: Campus Readiness and
Response Team

u
v

The Campus Readiness and Response Team: This team is made up of the following:
Board representative

v

The director, Counselor, School Doctor, Division Leaders, Teachers

v

PTA Exco

v

Business Manager, School doctor, Receptionist, Maintenance personnel, Security guards

u

The team will ensure that hygiene and health related practices are research-based, clearly communicated, effectively
implemented and consistently enforced.

Communication:
u

Two way communication between the school and the wider AISB parent community is crucial in order to stay informed and
updated regarding the pandemic. The ever-changing Covid-19 related events will affect decisions made in the interests of
safety and risk-reducing management.

Getting to school: Riding the bus
Limited capacity and physical distancing, plus masks
u

Buses combine several risk factors for spread: Kids are in a closed space, for an extended period of time, often with poor
ventilation.

u

"The best option for children getting to school would be for their parents to drop them off," says Dr. Tina Tan, pediatrics infectious
disease specialist at Northwestern University in Chicago. Or walk or bike to school.

u

But that's not an option for many families, so to make busing safer, limit capacity to 50%, says Ravina Kullar, an epidemiologist and
spokesperson for the Infectious Disease Society of America. The children and the driver should be physically distanced by at least
6 feet, and everyone should wear masks. Ideally there's assigned seating, and tape marks designating where kids should sit, she
says.

u

If possible, keep the bus windows open to improve ventilation, says Dr. Judith Guzman-Cottrill, a pediatric infectious disease
specialist at Oregon Health & Science University. Airflow helps dilute the virus, thus reducing the risk of infection.

u

"Students' hands should be sanitized before they enter the bus," says Laurie Combe, president of the National Association of
School Nurses. Combe suggests mounting a sanitizer dispenser at the entrance of the bus.

Entry-to-school guidelines
Clear policies requiring sick kids and
teachers to stay home
u

This plan drives home the message that staff and kids must stay home if they have any symptoms of
COVID-19.

u

As a community, we are going to have to learn that if we're sick, we stay home, always," says Dr. William
Miller, an epidemiologist at Ohio State University. It's a big cultural shift, because many of us are used to
"powering through illness, and sometimes, we expect the same of our children.”

u

Symptom checks at school may not be foolproof, but they reinforce the message that parents should
keep kids home if they're sick.

Temperature Screening:
u

Temperature screening at home for students and staff. Anyone with a temperature of 37.8°C stays
home –

u

Temperature screening with a thermal or an infrared thermometer on arrival at school at the security
gate.

u

A person with a temperature of 37.8°C or higher will be sent to a designated isolation area near the
Clinic to be rechecked after 10 mins with a conventional thermometer. If there is no change in the
reading, the person will be sent home with instructions for further action - All visitors to campus must sign
in and have their temperature taken

Masking policies
Consistent, mandatory mask usage for
kids and adults
u

AISB like all our experts agrees that masks are a vital part of a school's reopening plan.

u

Especially in those situations where they cannot physically distance 6 feet or more from each other. This advice is
in line with the CDC's school reopening guidelines.

u

The CDC suggests schools consider using masks with a see-through covering over the mouth for young students
or students with disabilities.

u

For younger kids especially, AISB will structure in times when students can take off their masks and have a
breather. These mask breaks would preferably be outdoors while teachers and supervising adults keep their
masks on.

u

No person- adult or child will be allowed on campus without a mask

u

A limited number of back-up masks will be kept at school store to replace a damaged or lost mask

u
u

Parents of a child who consistently removes a mask will be contacted by the school
Cloth masks must be washed regularly and dried or hung in the sun

In Class: Social distancing and
6 feet between desks, small class sizes and
cohorts

Physical Distancing
u

Physical distancing is a cornerstone of coronavirus protection in school, just as it is in the environment outside of school

u

Ideally, desks will be placed at least 6 feet apart.

u

Based on AISB’s student to teacher ratio, distancing will be achievable as class sizes have an average of 8 students.

u

For classes with more than 15 students, AISB has two elementary classrooms per grade level to ensure distancing.

u

Some secondary classes will consider moving bigger classes into larger rooms or the gym. Experts advice holding
classes outdoors when possible.

u

The school will adopt a system of cohorts and staggered schedules recommended by many experts. Each class forms
a self-contained cohort that doesn't interact with other children. The goal, is to reduce the number of people any
individual is exposed to and to reduce the density of people in any given space.

u

Specialist teachers, like art and music teachers, will go meet students in the classroom. This way, students don't have
to rub elbows traveling through hallways. If the bubble stays safe, then everyone within it stays safe.

u

As part of a cohort system, AISB will set up a Hybrid Model and staggered schedule, in which one group of students
goes to school on Wednesday and Friday for example, while another group goes on Tuesday and Thursday, and
each group alternates Mondays. Another option is to have one group of students go in the mornings and another in
the afternoons.

Physical Distancing

u

Everyone on campus must maintain a distance of 1.5.to 2 meters from other
people at all times.

u

Staff will help to enforce this. Markers on the pathways will indicate where
students should stand to maintain safe distancing

u

Desks in the classrooms will be arranged to allow maximum distance between
the students

u

Classroom doors and windows will be opened to allow for maximum
ventilation

u

Where possible classes will be conducted outside

u

The gym will be used to accommodate large groups of students

u

Only two students at a time may enter the washrooms - supervised by
teachers

Physical distancing
u

Breaktimes will be staggered, students will remain in designated areas in
classrooms or outside and closely monitored by teachers to ensure that
they maintain safe distancing and do not mix with other grades

u

PE lessons will focus on physical fitness activities outside that do not require
equipment or close physical contact

u

Students will always sit in the same place, unless otherwise instructed by
the teacher

Drop off and pick-up zones
u

These zones will be affected by the numbers of grades and students
allowed to return to school. Current practices will be communicated to
parents, who in turn should inform drivers. This is to ensure numbers of
people in any one area are kept to a minimum to reduce the risk of
compromising physical distancing

Sanitizing surfaces:
Focus on hand hygiene and cleaning
high-touch surfaces

Sanitizing Surfaces
u

The CDC says the major route of COVID-19 transmission is through droplets that
are expelled when we cough, sneeze or talk. But the virus can live on surfaces
for hours and possibly days.

u

To promote hand hygiene, AISB will provide hand washing stands and sanitizer
dispensers in strategic places at school, and keep bathrooms well-stocked with
paper towels and soap. Students should bring their hand sanitizers to the
classroom.

u

AISB will focus cleaning efforts on high-touch surfaces like doorknobs,
bathroom doors and sink areas multiple times a day. And some opportunities
for touching surfaces could be eliminated. Classroom doors can be left open
until class starts so that each student does not need to open the door.

u

The cleaning staff will thoroughly clean bathrooms that children routinely use.
These are high-touch areas and can get crowded.

Cleaning & Disinfecting:

u

The trained and supervised cleaning team will do a thorough cleaning of every classroom at the end
of both morning and afternoon teaching sessions.

u

AISB has invested in a fogging machine to clean and disinfect the school environment both inside and
out of the classroom

u

This includes all surfaces, door handles, taps and toilet flushing handles

u

In the early years and lower primary grades, cleaning and disinfecting will happen more frequently.

u

The students who are old enough to take responsibility for keeping their space sanitized, will, under
teacher supervision and assistance, be given paper towels and disinfectant with which to regularly
wipe down their work spaces –

u

Students and teachers must not share items and equipment or workspaces

u

Toilets and washroom facilities will be cleaned and sanitized at regular intervals throughout the day

Hand washing & Sanitizing
u

Handwashing reminders will be given regularly throughout the day.

u

Students will be told or shown how to wash their hands correctly

u

Everyone entering a classroom as well as other areas of the school will be
required to apply hand sanitizer (70% alcohol based).

u

If the sanitizer is too harsh on young skins, the teacher will supervise
handwashing

Security & Campus Access
u

Non essential visitors will be restricted

u

All other visitors will be required to sign in at the gate and be screened with the thermal thermometer at the security and at the reception desk

u

Parents are asked to remain in their cars at drop-off and pick-up times

u

Parents who need to walk young children to and from class will sign in and be screened at the gate and/or by the homeroom teacher.

u

Physical distancing during these visits is mandatory.

u

The Clinic:

u

The clinic will remain a ‘clean’ area, where students or staff who feel ill during the school day will be sent to have a temperature check and be
questioned by the doctor according to a checklist and to wait for their parents to collect them

u

Instructions of what to do next will be shared with the parents or the staff member e.g. go straight home, contact your family doctor and await
further instructions from your doctor re taking the Covid-19 test ➔ Please Note: The doctor will ask parents to collect a child who does not feel
well, despite the presenting symptoms being mild or few

Lunch and snacks
Staggered cafeteria times or inclassroom dining
u

Eating lunch and snacks requires removing face masks, so social
distancing is the key here.

u

AISB will avoid having kids eat in a crowded cafeteria. This may mean
eating in classrooms because kids should stick with their designated pod or
cohort and remove masks only to eat.

u

We will also have staggering lunchtimes to reduce the number of students
who are in the cafeteria so they can socially distance and keep students
in their social bubbles, whether they are eating in their classrooms or the
cafeteria.

u

Students must bring their own food and drink or pay for school lunch and
may not share food or utensils

Recess

Outdoor recess in small supervised groups

u

Kids need to run, play and take breaks. And we know outdoor time is less risky
than indoor time. Most of our experts agree that recess should take place
outside, ideally with enough room for kids to socially distance, so they can
remove their masks.

u

If kids can't stay 6 feet apart while at recess, students will not remove their
masks, especially if inside.

u

There will be staggering recess times, sending kids out in small, supervised
groups.

u

Everyone should immediately wash hands when re-entering the building

u

Like some experts, AISB recommends not just a single recess, but multiple "mask
breaks" especially for elementary during the day. This could increase chances
that kids comply with mask use the rest of the time.

10) Gym and sports

Outdoor activities and no contact sports

u

Games will be outside and spaced as much as possible. Modified forms of
no-contact tag, hide-and-go-seek or anything where kids are running
around and generally staying away from one another also work.

u

We will avoid sports that involve physical contact. Contact sports will be
suspended until we see a decrease in cases.

u

This means no team sports like basketball, football, handball etc

u

Cross-country running and tennis are safer bets than other sports

u

Masks can come off if students are breathing hard, as long as they are
well-distanced

What parents can do at home
u

- Keep sick children at home

u

Take temperatures at home. Higher than 37.8’C means staying at home and calling your doctor

u

Other symptoms to look out for:

u

- Cough and shortness of breath - Headache and sore throat, tiredness and muscle aches, stomach
pain and diarrhea, rapidly spreading rash

u

If your child has had close contact with someone who has COVID-19, do not send him/her to school.
Inform your doctor and inform the school doctor.

u

Reinforce safety measures at home: wear a mask, physical distancing, handwashing and sanitizing,
coughing and sneezing into the elbow, do not share items with friends, or food or drink, no hugging or
shaking hands with anyone

u

Parents of older children of ‘partying age’: Please be aware of and restrict risky behavior which could
potentially pose a threat to your child becoming infected and bringing the virus onto campus.

RESPONDING TO A CONFIRMED CASE OF
COVID-19:
u

Students and staff should not come to school if feeling unwell. (See earlier for signs & symptoms to look out
for)

u

If a student feels ill at school: - The student will wait at the designated isolated area close to the Health
Room to be seen by the doctor

u

The doctor will take his/her temperature and take a history checklist of recent events in the student’s life,
including contacts at school and rooms/bathrooms used. “For COVID-19 a close contact is defined as any
individual who was within 2m of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days before illness
onset (or for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to positive specimen collection) until the time the patient is
isolated.” (Contact Tracing for COVID-19 / CDC) - The parents will be called to collect their child - Parents
will be handed information regarding the next steps to take:

u

Go straight home

u

Call your family doctor and describe your child’s symptoms

u
u

Follow your doctor’s instructions regarding next steps to take e.g. Make an appointment with your doctor
and collect testing forms - Have a Covid-19 test done - Self-isolate the family

RESPONDING TO A CONFIRMED CASE
OF COVID-19
u
u

Inform the school doctor if your doctor advises a COVID test
If a test is done, inform the school doctor whether the test result is positive or negative.

u

Send a copy of the test result to the school doctor.

u

The affected grade will be sent home.

u

After 24 hours, the trained cleaning team will do a deep clean and sanitization. The class
or cohort may return to school the day after the clean so allow for 2 days out of school

u

All parents and staff will be kept informed and updated

u

The confidentiality of affected students and families will be maintained

If a student feels ill at home:
u

The above protocol will be adapted to current Ministry of Education guidelines. Changes may happen
at a moment’s notice. The Community will be notified accordingly.

u

Parents must inform the school if their child has been sent for a Covid-19 test - The affected class or
cohort will be sent home and the same deep cleaning procedure will be carried out after 24 hours,
after which the class may return. Allow for two days out of school - The student may return to school if
the test is negative, or if he/she is fully recovered and cleared by the doctor to return.

u

If members of the family living with the student have been exposed, the student will need to self-isolate
for 7 days and return to school after a negative test or as advised by the doctor

u

If a close family member tests positive: - The parents must inform the school doctor - The affected
student must stay home and be tested - Inform the school doctor of the test result - The student returns
to school when cleared by the doctor to return

.
u

When an Employee is Sick
If a member of staff feels ill at school, at home or has a close family member
test positive, the same guidelines will be followed

Cleaner, gardener and security team:
u

Members of the above teams will tell the school doctor if they feel ill. The
doctor will send the worker home and inform the director - The doctor and
director will be informed if a Covid-19 test has been done and what the result is
- The doctor and the school will be responsible for contact tracing
and identifying areas of the school for deep cleaning

Keeping an AISB Tracing Record:
u

The doctor will keep detailed regularly updated records for tracing purposes

What to do when someone gets sick

Look for: Requirement for anyone with symptoms to self-isolate — and
collaboration with the local health department

u

It is critical for AISB to communicate clearly if someone gets sick of COVI-19
so that everyone understands what the next steps would be.

u

If anyone does test positive, AISB will collaborate with local health
departments through the school doctor, so they can provide contact
tracing and guidance for when to shut down a school if needed.

u

Establishing a stable cohort of students could help prevent school
shutdowns, because if a person in the cohort tests positive, exposure is
limited to the cohort and only those students need to quarantine.

Future goal: Routine testing

u

Several experts say regular testing of asymptomatic students and staff
would identify asymptomatic infections but is not feasible, with current
testing shortages and delays. But if it were, it could help AISB open safely.

u

Once new technologies are approved and rapid tests are available, AISB
will do routine testing, says Dr. Michael Mina, an immunologist and
epidemiologist at Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.

u

"Short of vaccines, daily cheap rapid tests performed at home or at school
are a clear avenue to keep cases low and prevent outbreaks from
growing," he says.

WAIVER, INDEMNIFICATION AND LIMITATION
OF LIABILTY

u

u

INTRODUCTION
u

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by a newly discovered coronavirus.

u

The virus that causes COVID-19 is mainly transmitted through droplets generated when an infected person coughs,
sneezes, or exhales.

u

Infection is caused by breathing in the virus, or touching a contaminated surface and then the eyes, nose or mouth.

u

The Coronavirus disease can, amongst other things, cause fever, coughing, tiredness, aches, pains, sore throat,
diarrhoea, conjunctivitis, headache, loss of taste or smell, a rash on skin, or discolouration of fingers or toes, difficulty
breathing, shortness of breath, chest pain or pressure, loss of speech or movement, and death.

u

Pursuant to the classification of the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic as a national disaster and the
declaration of a national state of disaster in the Republic of Congo, all schools have been closed, in an attempt to
curb the spread of the disease, since March 2020.

u

In accordance with the regulations promulgated by the government of the Republic of Congo, schools are to
remain closed until otherwise stated in 2020.

The return of learners to schools carries an inherent risk that learners, teachers, and all persons they
come into contact with, may contract the Coronavirus disease

u

WAIVER AND LIMITATION OF RISK AND LIABILITY

u

Neither [The American International School of Brazzaville (the “School”), nor its
agents or employees are liable for any loss of any nature suffered by the
signatory (the "Signatory") of this document (including, without limitation, loss of
profits) or damage to any of the assets of the Signatory, or be liable for any
injury or loss of life to the person of the Signatory or the Signatory's children, the
Signatory's wards, or any minor child of whom the Signatory is the guardian, or
any employee or invitee of the Signatory (collectively, the "Affected Persons";
each an "Affected Person") as a result of any cause whatsoever including,
without limitation, as a result of such person contracting the Coronavirus
disease, including, without limitation, as a result of the negligence of the
School, its employees or agents, and the Signatory waives any claim the
Signatory, or the Signatory's children, or the Signatory's wards, or any minor
child of whom the Signatory is the guardian, may otherwise have against the
School in respect of any aforesaid loss or damage.

INDEMNIFICATION
The Signatory hereby indemnifies the School against any claims, howsoever
arising, brought by any affected person

For and on behalf of:

As witness:

THE SIGNATORY
Signature:

Signature:

Name of signatory:

Name:

Designation of signatory:

NAMES OF CHILD(REN) COVERED BY THIS WAIVER:

GRADE/CLASS

SIGNED AT …………………… ON THIS ……………. DAY OF …………………….. 2020.

