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Preface

Cordelia C. Nevers Marriott (class of 1886) and Roberta H. Montgomery McKinney
(class of 1897) compiled the first edition of Songs of Wellesley in 1896. This expansive
book was a collection of class and crew songs, along with advertisements for corsets,
shoes, and the late 19"-century candy factories of Boston. It is a wonderful resource

for those wishing to take a look back to where Stepsinging originated.

Stepsinging, as it is known today, began at the dedication of the Houghton Memorial
Chapel in 1899. Prior to this event, Wellesley students would often gather informally
at College Hall to sing as a form of after-dinner entertainment. After the dedication,
they continued the tradition, but moved the location to the steps of the chapel. In the
1950s, Stepsinging was modified yet again, and its occurrence was reduced to four
times a year. Presently, it is held three times a year—after convocation, the last day of
classes, and at reunion. Current Stepsinging utilizes many of the same songs as those
of the original performances, though there have been some variations in tempo and
lyrics over the years. The songs collected for this Songbook range from 1886 to 1946,

and are the most popular songs of the bunch.

We hope you enjoy learning and singing these songs for years to come. We are grateful
to Leslie Meyer Holmes *58 for her assistance with this edition and to the Wellesley
College Archives and their staff ’s continuing enthusiasm for Wellesley College

traditions.

Wellesley College Alumnae Association



America, the Beautiful

Lyrics by: Music by:
Katharine Lee Bates, Class of 1880 Samuel Augustus Ward
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shed His grace on thee, And  crown thy good with
mend  thine ev - 1y flaw, Con - firm thy soul in
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broth -  er - hood From sea to  shin - ing sea.
self con - trol, Thy lib - er - ty in law.
no ble - ness, And ev - ry gain di - vine.
broth -  er - hood From sea to  shin - ing sea.
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Ballad of a Bold, Bad Man

Music and Lyrics by:

Louise Tibbetts Smith, Class of 1939
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Evolu

Composer unknown
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Oh, How Lovely Is the Evening

Sweet and flowing, round

Composer unknown
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‘Neath the Oaks

Arranged by:
Edith Pingree Sawyer Pettee, School of Music Student 1891-1895
words and music after ‘Neath the Elms of Old Trinity
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friends true and dear, In the halls of our old Welles - Iley.
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mor - row Far a - way from our old Welles - ley.
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O thou Tupelo!

Lyrics arranged by: Music after the air Nut-Brown Maiden
Mary Louise Marot, Class of 1894
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1.0 thou u - pe-lo!* thou  hast cer - tain mag - ic charm,
2.0 thou Tu - pe - lo! thou  hast € lake, and moon, and stars,
3.0 thou Tu - pe - lo! thou  hast ru - stic bench or two,
< 4.0 thou Tu - pe - lo! thou hast gen - tle, bal - my air,
5.0  thou Tu - pe - lo! thou hast all things a - bove, a - round,
6.0  thou Tu - pe - lo! thou hast the power to leaf in  Spring,
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< bal - my air 18 thine, Love, The weal - thyherr is mine,  Love.
things a-round are thme, Love, Ex - cept the arm, that's mine,_ Love.
leaf in Spring s thine, Love, To leave justnow is mine,  Love.
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hast a gen - tle bal - my  air, Q) thou Tu - pe - lo! thou
hast all things a - bove, a - round, 0] thou Tu - pe - lo! thou
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hast the moon and  stars.

< hast a bench or two.
hast a bal - my air.
hast all  things a - round.
hast the power to  leaf
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*4 pretty point on Lake Waban, formerly provided with rustic benches.
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Step Song

Music and Lyrics by:
Olive A. Nevin, Class of 1905
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The Way a Wellesley Gal Should

Lyrics by:

Barbara Chapline Waldner, Class of 1946
Mary “Mickey” McCrea Fant, Class of 1946

A Spirited

Music by:

Barbara Chapline Waldner, Class of 1946
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* A soda fountain once located in Alumnae Hall

** A prominent hotel once located on the site of the Boston Park Plaza Hotel
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Music by:

The Wellesley Composite
Luigi Denza from Funiculi, Funicula

Lyrics adapted by:
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Allegretto brillante

Lottie Evelyn Bates, Class of 1901
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*Welsh Rabbit
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Lyrics by:
Hélene Kazanjian, Class of 1940

The Wellesley Blue

Music by:

Natalie L. Gordon, Class of 1938
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long, As - sured that Welles-ley's great tra - di - tions Will live, for - ev - er strong.
- through, L.ead on be - fore wus as we're march-ing, O roy - al Welles-ley blue.
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To Alma Mater

Lyrics by: Arranged by:
Anne Barrett Hughes, Class of 1886 Flora Smeallie Ward, Class of 1886
from the German air 7he Mountain Maiden
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To Al-ma Ma -  ter, Welles-ley’s daugh-ters, All to - geth - er join and
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sing Thro® all her wealth of wood and wa - ters, Letvyour hap - py voic-es
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ring In ev-'ry chang - ing mood we love  her, TLove hertow'rs and woods and
&
. | |
e : Ho————r — |
- 2 co o - %

£ u N N N A \ Y
b, N N N - —N
y o I ) . . \ —N . \ ‘
{rs ! N ‘

ST i r T prpct i topt

lake,  Oh, change-ful sky, bend blue a - bove her! Wake, ye birds, vyour cho-rus wake!
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We’ll sing her  prais es now and ev - er, Bless-ed fount of truth and
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love. Our heart’s de - vo - tion, may it nev - er Faith-less or un-worth-y
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prove. We'll give our  lives and hopes to serve her, Hum - blest,
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high - est, no - blest all; stain - less  name we will pre -
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The Wellesley Cheer

Composed by:
May Sleeper Ruggles, Class of 1886
Fast and energetically*®
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*To be sung briskly, no slower than metronome 84, there ought to be no pause before the eighth measure.



Spirited

Where, Oh Where

Composer unknown
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1. Where, oh where the ver - dant fresh - men? Where, oh
2.Where, oh where are the gay  young soph’ - mores? Where, oh
< 3.Where, oh where are the jol - Iy ju - niors? Where, oh
4. Where, oh where are the grand old sen - 1ors? Where, oh
5.Where, oh where are the  staid a - lum - nae? Where, oh
P | W S S R
\ﬁﬁj = i i - r
4 4 ‘ ‘
6
) u | N | NN
WA 1 : 1 ‘ =
5 f f F | / A
where  are the ver - dant fresh - men? Where, oh where are the
where  are the gay  young soph’ - mores? Where, oh where are the
< where  are the jol - 1y jun - iors? Where, oh  where are the
where are the grand  old sen - 1ors? Where, oh where are the
where are the staid a - lum - nae? Where, oh where are the
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ver - dant fresh - men? Safe, Nnow, in the soph’ - more class.
gay young soph’” - mores? Safe, now, in the ju - nior class.
< jol - 1y jun - dors? Safe, now, in the sen - ior class.
grand old sen - iors? Safe, now, m the wide, wide world.
staid a - hjn - nae? Safe, cj[, in the wide, wide world.
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They've gone out from their Comp and Hy - giene. They've gone
They've gone out from the kings of Is - rael They’ve gone

< They’ve gone out from their Hobbes and Des - cartes. They’ve gone
They’ve gone out from their Al - ma Ma - ter. They’ve gone
They’ve gone out from their djams aid the” - ries. They’ve gone
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out from their Comp and Hy - giene. They've gone  out from their
out from the  kings of Is - rael They’ve gone  out from the

< out from their Hobbes and Des - cartes.  They've gone  out from their
out from their Al - ma Ma - ter They’ve gone  out from their
out from their dreams and theo - rijs. Tjey’ve gone (ﬂt fr}n ﬂij\r
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Comp and Hy - giene. Safe, now, in the soph’-more class.
kings  of Is - rael Safe, now, in the ju - nior class.
< Hobbes and Des - cartes. Safe, now, in the se - nior class.
Al - ma Ma - ter. Safe, now, in the wide, wide world.
dreams and theo - ries. Safe, out, in the wide, wide world.
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