JSE Weekly Newsletter
August 24 - August 28

Changes to Instructional Choice
Hello JSE Families!
If you are considering changing your student's method of instruction (from digital to in person or from
in person to digital), you will need to contact the JSE Main O ce (865-983-8551). The last day to make
a change is September 2, 2020, and the change to your student's instruction will go in to effect on
September 8th.
Please abide by the deadline to allow us time to place students in appropriate classes, make changes
to schedules, and allow teachers to prepare.
For a better understanding and to allow families to make the most informed choice, we suggest that
families read the JSE Newsletter and the Guidelines for MCS Digital Instruction. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Please follow the link below to the Maryville City Schools Digital Learning Guidelines.
https://resources. nalsite.net/images/v1594223159/maryvilleschoolsorg/xo9zv3e3kc7jrzafzpcj/MC
SDigitalLearningGuidelines-Student-8July2020.pdf

Kindergarten Information Arrival and Dismissal
Hello Kindergarten Parents,
Thank you so much for a wonderful two weeks of Kindergarten! We were pleased and happy as we
watched our new kindergarten students become more comfortable with the school and our daily
classroom schedules. We look forward to watching our Kindergarten students grow their
independence, and we thank you in advance for your cooperation.
We look forward to the coming weeks with excitement!
Below is the updated arrival and dismissal information:
Kindergarten Arrival:
Beginning Monday, August 24th, the Kindergarten gate will be closed. You will have two options for
dropping off your students in the morning.
Option 1: Drive through the Dropoff Line.

Your student will remain in the vehicle until it comes to a complete stop.
Exit the vehicle and walk to the entrance of the school building.
Be greeted, temperature checked, and receive hand sanitizer from a JSE Staff member.
Staff members will be available to ensure students get to the classrooms or to the cafeteria for
breakfast, if applicable.

Option 2: Walk up to the Cross Walk
Enter the parking lot through the appropriate entrance.
Do not park on the grass or drive across the front lawn.
Kindergarten Dismissal:
Beginning on August 24th, you have three options for pickup after school each day. You may pick up
your student at the exterior classroom door, wait in the parent 'holding' area in front of the kinder
fence, or drive-through the parent pick up line.

Option 1: Pick up at the exterior classroom door:
Kindergarten students will be dismissed from their classroom at 2:35 pm.
Walk up to your student’s classroom door.
Please do not come to the classroom door before 2:35 pm.
Do not attempt to open the classroom door. Your student’s teacher will open the door when
dismissal begins.
Please have either the orange pickup tag provided to you by the classroom teacher, or
identi cation.
Exit through the gate on the Kindergarten playground.
Adults are not permitted in the classroom.
Please be respectful of others and maintain social distancing while waiting.
Option 2: Walk up to Pick up
Kindergarten students will arrive at the awning between 2:40-2:45 pm each day.
Please have either the orange pickup tag provided to you by the classroom teacher, or
identi cation.
All family members must remain behind the blue roped area in the family waiting area.
No students will be released to parents standing in the tree line.
Option 3: Drive through the pick-up line
Kindergarten students will be seated under the awning from 2:45 - 3:05 each day.
Please display the orange pickup tag on your dash or hang it from your rearview mirror.
Once you have your student in the vehicle, please remove or lower the orange tag.
If you are running late for any reason, please call the JSE Main O ce at 865-983-8551.
If we have not heard from you at 3:05 you will be contacted by a member of our o ce staff, and
Mrs. Easterly or Mr. Tinker will remain with your student until you arrive.

COVID-19 Noti cations and Management Plan
Per the MCS COVID-19 Managment Plan, the JSE community will be noti ed when a student or staff
member tests positive for COVID-19, has been in direct contact with a COVID positive person, or
developed an accumulation of symptoms.
We request that you keep your child home from school if they have any of the following symptoms:
fever,
cough,
fatigue,
muscle or body aches,
headache,
sore throat,
nausea or vomiting,
loss of their sense of taste or smell
diarrhea
congestion or runny nose
shortness of breath
We also request that you keep your child home:
If they have been tested for COVID, and you have not yet received the results.
If they have been in direct close contact with a COVID positive person.

Students that are quarantined based on a close contact exposure will not be required to ful ll the reentry conditions of students who are sent home and quarantined for a combination of symptoms.
Students with symptoms or a positive COVID-19 test result will need to follow the re-entry plan before
returning to school.
The link to the MCS COVID-19 Management plan is below:
https://maryvilleschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/brandee_easterly_maryvilleschools_org/EY6FyxvPa4dJthqr2PxuBSQB_6Ookn1WL0 SCAiLtIG5Q?e=JRXzBn

MCS Digital Learning
Maryville City Schools' goal is to provide a virtual learning program that matches the rigor of the
traditional classroom. Case in point, our virtual learning program will look a lot different than what
students received in the spring. We are proud of the instruction that students received last spring, but
our aim is to push virtual learners even further in their virtual studies this year.
Our goal is to ensure that the quality of the virtual learning education mirrors that of what is occurring
in the traditional classroom. We hope that it mirrors so closely, that when virtual learners return to
traditional learning, they nd that they haven't skipped a beat with their peers. Here are some
important things to highlight about the Virtual Learning Program:
The state requires us to provide 7 hours of instructional time to our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd-grade
learners and 4.5 hours of instructional time to our Kindergarteners.
Synchronous or asynchronous learning time both count as instructional time. Synchronous
learning is online or distance education that happens in real-time, whereas asynchronous
learning occurs without real-time interaction. Zoom is a great example of synchronous learning. A
teacher providing a student with an activity to work on without live teacher support is an example
of asynchronous learning.
Maryville's Virtual Learning model will incorporate a blend of synchronous and asynchronous
learning. Virtual learners will not be Zooming all day long. Virtual learners may Zoom with their
teacher for a little while and then be asked to go work on an assignment on their own or with their
guardian.
Each Digital teacher will be creating their very own Digital Classroom schedule. Their schedules
will require students to be on Zoom at speci cally scheduled times throughout the day. Each
virtual learner needs to be present for these scheduled times in order to be marked present on
their attendance.
MCS takes engagement in Virtual learning very seriously. If a student is not on pace in their virtual
learning – they are not participating in online sessions, not completing or attempting
assignments, a week behind in work completion, not responding to teacher communications –
then the following steps will be initiated.
1. Parent/Teacher/Student Conference – digitally or on the phone – to determine areas of need.
2. Should dis-engagement continue, then the Parent and Teacher will develop a two-week action
plan for the student identifying the services necessary for the student to be successful. This plan
will include weekly face to face sessions in the Digital Learning Lab for the speci ed course(s).
3. Should a student continue to be off track in the course even with an action plan, withdrawal from
Digital Learning will be initiated, and the student will return to face to face instruction at school or
secure a different school option outside MCS.
Please follow the link below to the Maryville City Schools Digital Learning Guidelines.

https://resources. nalsite.net/images/v1594223159/maryvilleschoolsorg/xo9zv3e3kc7jrzafzpcj/MC
SDigitalLearningGuidelines-Student-8July2020.pdf

JSE Cafe menu for 8/24 - 8/28

Ways to Help Your School:

