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Dear Team,  

The start of a new school year is around the corner! As you probably know by now, our Board of 
Education approved our superintendent’s recommendation to start our school year in a distance 
learning mode for 9 weeks.  All of us in Team Tulsa would prefer to bring our students, teachers, and 
team members back together in-person. However, given our current rates of COVID-19 infection, to do 
so would risk the health and safety of our students, their families, our team, and our city. As we 
prepare to support our students, teachers and school leaders, your work in the operations team is 
more important than ever, to ensure that keep safety as a priority.  
 
This pandemic has made our work more challenging, and is impacting all of us professionally, and 
personally. As we approach a new school year, I want to remind us of our core values of character and 
joy through a short story:    

There was once a traveler who was walking from a village in the mountains to a village 
in the valley.  
As he walked along, he saw a monk working in a field, so he stopped and said to the 
monk, “I’m on my way to the village in the valley, can you tell me what it’s like?”  
The monk looked up from his work and asked the man where he had come from.  
The man responded, “I have come from the village in the mountains.”  
“What was that like?”  the monk asked.  
“Terrible!”  the man exclaimed, “no-one spoke my language, I had to sleep on a dirt 
floor in one of their houses, they fed me some sort of stew that had yak or dog or both 
in it and the weather was atrocious.”  
“Then I think that you will find that the village in the valley is much the same,” the monk 
noted.  
A few hours later another traveler passed by and he said to the monk, “I am on my way 
to the village in the valley, can you tell what it’s like?”  
“Where have you come from?” enquired the monk.  
“I have come from the village in the mountains.”  
“And what was that like?”  
“It was awesome!” the man replied, “No-one spoke my language so we had to 
communicate using our hands and facial expressions. I had to sleep on the dirt floor 
which was really cool as I’ve never done that before.  They fed me some sort of weird 
stew and I have no idea what was in it but just to experience how the locals lived was 
great and the weather was freezing cold, which meant that I really got a taste of the 
local conditions.  It was one of the best experiences of my life.”  
“Then I think that you’ll find that the village in the valley is much the same,” responded 
the monk.  

 
Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we respond.  Don’t allow the challenges we are facing 
with this pandemic to take away your joy. Thank you for everything you do every day!! 
  
Sincerely,  
Jorge Robles  

Chief Operations Officer  
Tulsa Public Schools  

Message from Jorge 



 

 

 

 

 

Vero E. Agbos (PO), Najma S. Ali (CN), Janet K. Anderson (PO), Lucas A. Avelino 

Ocampo (PO), Elisa M. Becker (CN), Alan C. Blount (PO), Charzetta Brown (EC), 

Deara Z. Brown (T), Ashley E .Bushman (CN), Ann L. Cantu (T), Fay L. Carter (CN), 

Kay J. Carter (CN), Anita L. Chantre (CN), Edgar Cline (PO), Delores A. Cornelius 

(CN), Stacie L. Cornwell (CN), Marisol Cruz Escobar (CN), Tammy K. Dake (CN), 

Kenesha M Daniels (CN), Barbara Delgadillo (CN), Seletha D Edwards (PO),  Joseph 

Everidge (PO), Douglas W. Franklin (T), Terry J. Gafford, Youngul Gesee, Lula M. 

Gladney (CN), Larry D. Glass (T), Lillian Graham (T), Janelle L Green (T), Maria E. 

Guillen (CN), Marteal Hamlin (CN), Andrew R. Harris (T), James H. Harris, Jr. (PO), 

Lawrence Harris (T), Floydetta A. Harrison (CN), Charlotte A. Henson (PO), Mary C. 

Hernandez Torres (CN), Maria I. Herrera (PO), Roberta R. Holland (CN), Scott M. Holly 

(PO), Cheryl A. Hopkins (CN), Karen Hopkins (T), Shawn L. Houchin (CP), Adam M. 

Hunter, Thomas L. Ingram (PO), Lydia Jones (CN), Pat Keyes (EC), Loraine M. Lagre-

ca (T), Mirna E. Lau (PO), Maria E. Lopez (CN),  Danny M. Lutz (PO), Ana M. Luviano 

(PO), Terrell L. Lyons (PO), Samy Mack (PO), Canetha L. Markham, Lourdes Martinez 

(CN), Maria D. Martinez (CN), Maria S. Martinez-Salazar (CN), Leshonda Mayes (T), 

Lisa McConnell (T), Sheree K. McDowell (CN), Gwendolyn D. Oden-Mack (CN), David 

L. Oehm, Jr. (CP), Gerald E. Payne (T), Ricardo H. Pena (PO), Zachary J. Pickering 

(PO), Tabatha K. Ponder (CN), Debra D. Presa (T), Charles J. Radebaugh (PO), Yo-

vana Ramirez Espinoza (CN), Irma Ramirez (PO), Avelina Rendon De Hurtado (PO), 

Marvella C. Rice (CN), Linda J. Robertson (CN), Jorge Robles (Chief of Operations), 

Leslie M. Salgado (CN), Takesha M Sanders (CN), Marisela Sandoval (CN), Emily 

Santizo Lopez (CN), Diana L. Schaefer (CN), Vicki Shannon (EC), Nina V. Shemereko 

(CN), Ma Eugenia Sotelo De Rojas (CN), Billy G. Spencer (T), Kiausha R. Starks (PO), 

Carrie L Steel (CN),. Regina S. Stockfleth (T), Michael K. Tankersley (T), Pattie R. Tay-

lor (CN), Darryl Tincher (PO), Maria De La Luz Torres De Ramirez (CN), Maria A. 

Torres Esparza (PO), Mary J. Trammel (CN), Eduardo Vargas (PO), Edward Vasseur 

(PO), Maria A. Villarruel Dechairez (CN), Barry J. Walton (PO), Wayde Walton (T), 

Keara L. Washington, Lisa C. Watson (CN), Lucille Wherry (PO), James M. Wickham 

(T), Andy Williams (PO), Robert B. Williams, Jr. (PO), Cy L. Willis, Earserla Y. Works 

(CN), Sam Wougbeh Yarmie (PO), Thomas R. Yerton. 
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LaRinda Bassham (EC), Jeffrey S. Behles (CP), Pearlie Benson (T), Noel K. 

Black (T), Ethel L. Brooks (CN), Deara Z. Brown (T), Cathey J. Carter (PO), Con-

stance Colbert (T), Shermelita M. Crenshaw Williams (T) , Nicolae Decean (PO), 

Raul C. Elizalde (PO), Maria N. Espinoza De Sotelo (PO), Dianna Ezell (T), Jeron 

M. Harbert (PO), Misty L. Harding (T), Roy B. Hightower, Jr. (PO), Taylor B. Horn

-Speck (CN), Jeanett L. Ingram (T), Cruzella "CC" Jackson (EC), Nykoa Q. Jones 

(T), Polly Krier (EC), Edith A. Lamay (EC),  Terrell L. Lyons (T), Mariah L. Mackey 

(T), Ronald G. Massey (PO), Leshonda Mayes (T), Sheila M. McClellan (T), Cecil 

F. Mccombs (PO), Anthony D. McIntyre (PO), Esperanza Meza (PO), Yolanda 

Miranda (PO), Terry Sandy Moonen (EC), Morris (T), Dianna L. Nash (T), Navaraj 

Parajuli (PO), Joseph R. Pettella, Jr. (PO), Carmen Ramirez (PO), Martin J. Rec-

ord, Jr. (PO), Roy F. Reid (T), Rochelle A. Roberson (PO), Kesha M. Stanton 

(EC), Eirandenic Ortiz (EC), Janis Perez (EC), Charles C. Taylor (T), Donna Tay-

lor (EC), Barhi O. Thompson (T), Kathy S. Thompson (PO), Taja M. Tyler (T), Elia 

P. Villarreal (PO), Jenn White, (EC), Antwon L. Whitley (T), Janee M. Williams 

(CP), JoeNathan F. Williams (T), Thomas A. Woodward (PO), David P. Wright 

(PO),  



 

 

 

 

 

   

 Stephanie N. Akaruwiese (T), Najma S. Ali (PO), Thomasina S. Allen (PO), Maria G. Anaya (PO), 

Michael D. Angelo Sr. (PO), Stephen W. Antwine (CP), Salma Arain (PO), Blanca C. Argumedo Ruiz 

(PO), Eileen M Arns (PO), Rodney G. Asberry (PO), Lucas A. Avelino Ocampo (PO), Becky Baker 

(EC), George W Barnes III (PO), Vicki R. Barnes (PO), Charles E. Bell (PO), Gloria Benitez Deurio-

stegui (PO), Joseph E. Bennett (PO), Richard C. Benton (PO), Aretha Y. Bias (PO), Saundra J. Bills 

(PO), Helen Black (PO), Timothy D. Borens (T), Laura E. Boyd (T), Helena D. Boyle (PO), Margarita 

Bravo (PO), Priscilla K. Brock (PO), Billy J. Brown, Jr. (PO), Kim M. Brown (PO), Thomas R. Brown 

(PO), Maria Carbajal (PO), Norma D. Cardenas Rodriguez (PO), Nathaniel C. Carlis (T), Raul H. 

Chairez (PO), Barbara J. Chase Cathey (PO), Antwain T Childs (T), Meichun Chronister (PO), James 

K. Cleveland (CP), Richard W. Conner (T), Michael D. Cook (PO), Tammy K. Dake (PO), Kenesha M. 

Daniels (CN), Ruth A. Davis (T), Irma De Casas (PO), Emmanuel J. Delouiser (CP), Linda K. Dennis 

(PO), Alma D. Duran (PO), Ma Teresa J. Duran (PO), Frances L. Edwards (PO), Seletha D. Edwards 

(PO), Ashley E. Efaw (PO), Robin R. Eischens (PO), Michael Elliott (T), Millie R. Enloe (CN), Christina 

L. Epperson (PO), Stephen D. Essman (PO), Javier Estrada-Ramirez (PO), Everette L. Green (PO), 

Charlotte M. Farley (PO), Terisa K. Farrow (PO), Shalala G. Fields (PO), Kathie J. Floyd (EC), Doug-

las W Franklin (T), Eusebio Gabino (PO), Terry J. Gafford (PO), Olga Garcia De Ortiz (PO), Laura A. 

Gibson (PO), Steve Gilford (PO), Fabiola Gomez De Quintero (PO), Maria P. Gomez (PO), Alba L. 

Gordillo, Deborah L. Griffin (T), Yolanda M. Griffin (PO), Mary R. Grisham (PO), Sara Gutierrez (CN), 

Zachary D. Hair (PO), Matthew R. Hamm (PO), Phyllis V. Harland (T), Edwin Harmon (T), Andrew R. 

Harris (T), Lora A. Harris (PO), John C. Haynes (T), Mary F. Henderson Outland (T), Mable L. Hick-

mon (PO), William Hill (PO), Clinton J. Hunter (CP), Beverly K. Jackson (PO), Charles D. Jackson 

(CP), Erica N. Jamison (CN), James R. Jones (T), Jamie M. Jordan (PO), Brandon L. Keith (PO), 

Candice R. Kelley (T), Edye Ketchum (EC), Sidra Khan (PO), Angeleva King (PO), Polly Krier (EC), 

Loraine M. Lagreca (T), James S. Locke (PO), Adairia Logan (PO), Towana L. Logan (PO), Jose N. 

Lopez (PO), Karen A. Lucas (T), Nellie E. Mackey (T), Lameal M. Markham (T), Vera Marrs (EC), 

Francesca Marquez De Pimentel (PO), Anne K. Marshall (EC), Lisa Mcconnell (T), Adela Moctezuma 

De Garcia (PO), Ruby Molina (EC), Deisy Munoz (EC), Shalan Neyens (PO), Eula O. Nichols (PO), 

Gloria Nolasco (PO), David L. Oehm, Jr. (CP), Kris Serna (EC), Sunday E. Ola (T), Eirandeni Ortiz 

(EC), Ma A. Ortiz (PO), America M. Paiz (PO), David G. Pavey, Jr (PO), Patricia F. Peacock, Divanny 

Perez (EC), Fidelia Perez Portillo (PO), Terry U. Perryman (PO), Susana Picasso Alvarado (PO), 

Zachary J. Pickering (PO), Irma Quiroz De Almader (PO), Martin Ramos (CP), Veronica Ramos (PO), 

Stanley Read (T), Avelina Rendon De Hurtado (PO), Nency Renteria (PO), Robert E. Rhine (T), 

Mauise Ricard (T), Marvella C. Rice (PO), Berta Rios De Mejia (PO), Jimmy R. Robinson (PO), Fran-

cisca Rodriguez (PO), Jose G. Rodriguez (PO), Lidia D. Rodriguez (PO), Monica M. Rodriguez (PO), 

Patricia Rosales Martinez (PO), Robert C. Rothfuss (PO), Reyna A Ruiz Arambulo (PO), Margaret 

Sabala (PO), Socorro Saldivar (PO), Yvette Salgado (PO), Alejandro Sanchez (PO), Ibis D. Savage 

(PO), Brian L. Schutte (PO), Billy R. Simpson (PO), Matthew R. Smith (PO), Katina D. Stanley (T), 

Jason E. Starr (CP), Carrie L. Steel (CN), Debra G. Stewart (T), Susan R Strickland (CN), Arnita R 

Suarez (PO), Sally L. Sutton (CN), Jon A. Switzer (PO), Gus E. Talburt (T), Ronald E. Tapp (PO), 

Jerriann Taylor (T), Denise M. Thomas (PO), Paul E. Thomas (PO), Akilah N Thompson (T), Robert L. 

Thompson (PO), Scott W. Thomson (PO), Trevis Thrasher (PO), Bradley L. Tollette (PO), Sandra S. 

Torres (PO), Sandra L. Trent (T), Jacob C. Turnage (PO), John E. Turner (PO), Deloris A. Vanbuskirk 

(PO), Jorge L Vasquez (T), Elizabeth V. Villescas (PO), Francine A. Walker (PO), Jo L. Walker (PO), 

John M. Walker, Natasha M. Walker (PO), Barry J. Walton (PO), Terrie L. Walton (PO), Adairia E. 

Washington (CN), Shannon J. Washington (PO), Christine R. White (T), Jenn White (EC), Brandy R. 

Williams (PO), Raquonna D Williams (PO), Cy L. Willis (PO), Bridget C. Wilson (EC), Victoria E. Wil-

son (PO), Jim C. Wiseley (PO), Robin A. Wood (PO), Rashad L. Woodrow (CP). 

 

 

 

Ranya R. Al-Adhami (T), Maria D. Albiter (CN), Sha Tiea Ballard (T), Charles E. Bell 

(PO), Gloria Benitez Deuriostegui (CN), Richard C. Benton (CN), Rubie N. Billingsley 

(CN), Dennis W. Brown (T), Maria D Camarena De Munoz (PO), Norma D Cardenas 

Rodriguez (CN), Kathryn Carm (T), Marcambria L. Carter (CN), Zuan D. Cing (PO),  

Nicolae Decean (PO), Zitlali Elizalde De Estrada (PO), Eusebio Gabino (PO), Ana M. 

Gomez (PO), Dawn D. Grigsby (CN), Andrea D. Haley (CN), Mary F. Henderson Out-

land (CN), Clinton J. Hunter (CP), Erica N. Jamison (CN), Edye Ketchum (EC), 

Ronald B. Kirkendoll (PO), Deborah E. Kroll (CN), Jose N. Lopez (PO), Maria Lozoya 

(PO), Amy J. Marlow (PO), Vera Marrs (EC), Jacqueline H. Mcwhorter (T), Kanesha 

N. Miles (T), Maria G. Moreno De Gonzalez (CN), Lynette S. Myers (CN), Maria G. 

Ocampo Galindo (PO), Ma A. Ortiz (PO), Nora E. Peralta (PO), Elizabeth M. Place 

(CN), Patricia L. Porteous (CN), Martin Ramos (CP), Salvador A Regalado Castaneda 

(PO), Marcela Rico Ceballos (CN), Debra E. Roberson (CN), Lidia D. Rodriguez (PO), 

Lluvia C. Rodriguez (PO), Bradley K. Rooks (PO), Agustina Saldivar (PO), Tony M. 

Scott (T), Gus E. Talburt (T), Kayley L. Tyler (CP), Janee M. Williams (CP), 



 

 

In Memoriam 

  

 

 

 

Curtis Price, Jr.  
Plant Operations 

 Resources 

 Call 800-635-8611 for COVID19 testing 

 Complete the 2020 Census at, https://www.2020Census.gov.  Your 

participation is important to the City of Tulsa and vital to Tulsa Public 

Schools. 

 2020-2021 School Year Overview: www.tulsaschools.org/2021overview 

 Distance learning: www.tulsaschools.org/distancelearning 

 Health and safety: www.tulsaschools.org/safety 

 Planning for 2020-2021: www.tulsaschools.org/back2school  

 Student and Family Support Services: www.tulsaschools.org/SFSS  

 Mental Health, Employee Assistance Program, & Crisis Support 

 The Opportunity Project's COVID-19 Resource Page 

 TPS Meal Sites 

 Hunger Free COVID-19 Food Resources 

 Tulsa Area United Way COVID-19 Resource Directory 

 Disaster Distress Helpline 

 Creating Healthy, Inclusive Virtual Environments 

 OK Department of Mental Health and Substance 

 Abuse Services COVID-19 Resource Directory 

 Turnaround For Children COVID 

 

We are always working to make this newsletter more useful and valuable to you. If you have feedback 
and/or suggestions please contact Dr. Pauline Harris at harripa2@tulsaschools.org or 918-202-4064.  

 

 

 

 July 4th Independence Day 

 August 18th 100 Anniversary of the 19th Amendment giving Women 

the right to vote. Click Here for details about the struggle. 

 

 

 

Transportation team member recognition by Lemorris Walton of the following individuals for their service in 

providing food deliveries during the COVID-19 pandemic:   

 Drivers:  

Clarence Blakely 

Ann Cantu 

Arthur Dunn  

Darren Easiley   

John Forthman 

Janelle Green  

Brenda Hardman 

Eleana Huggins 

Lisa Mcconnell  

James Wickham 

Rose Morgan  

Darla Mukes  

Terry Payne 

Taneka Perry 

Regina Stockfleth 

Wayde Walton 

Gerald Webb 

 

Operations Analyst  

Bruce McDaniel 

 

 

Manager Fleet Ops 

Marcus James 

 

Mechanic 

William Baker 

 

Lead Mechanic 

Gerald Seals 

 

Director Of Transportation 

Steve Blakley 

https://2020census.gov/?cid=23748:2020census.gov:sem.ga:p:dm:en:&utm_source=sem.ga&utm_medium=p&utm_campaign=dm:en&utm_content=23748&utm_term=2020census.gov
http://www.tulsaschools.org/2021overview
http://www.tulsaschools.org/distancelearning
http://www.tulsaschools.org/safety
https://www.tulsaschools.org/parents-students/back2school
https://www.tulsaschools.org/parents-students/student-and-family-support
http://www.theopp.org/resources/
https://www.tulsaschools.org/parents-students/mealsites
https://hungerfreeok.org/covid19/
http://www.tauw.org/tauw/COVID-19_Get_Help.asp
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/disaster-distress-helpline
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10LL4s4u24Y0Y_0nBK1wI70sbrox3UEBwSZLwpCelWUs/edit
https://www.ok.gov/odmhsas/
https://www.ok.gov/odmhsas/
https://www.turnaroundusa.org/coronavirus/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/vote/

