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A note from the editor:
Cathedral, I hope you’ve had a great summer and were excited to
return to the Hill. This first issue of the Megaphone for the 202021 school year will focus on how campus life will be adjusted due
to COVID-19 and how administration has been preparing in order
for students to return to in-person classes. This issue has all the
information you need to know about this upcoming school year, and
will hopefully answer any questions you may have.
The issue also includes profiles of most of our new teachers and
counselors, so you’ll get to chance to meet them as they join the
Cathedral family.
We have also made some updates to the Megaphone website to
keep up with our new online style. We post daily there as well, so
make sure to find us at www.irishmegaphone.com and also follow
us on Twitter: @IrishMegaphone. And be sure to check out our new
staff page, which will give you an overview of all the people on the
Megaphone staff this year.
I’m also pleased to announce my new co-editor who will be taking
part in leading the Megaphone staff with me this year, junior
Ashlynn Bakemeyer. I’m so excited to have her by my side and I’m
eager for you all to read this issue; you won’t want to miss it.
Ava Amos '21
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Listen, learn and love
Forums over the summer address the ways the school can support Black students during this time of
continued social injustice
BY ASHLYNN BAKEMEYER

T

he six virtual forums hosted by Vice President for Community
Relations and Diversity Mr. Ken Barlow ‘82 over the summer
were the beginning of a positive reconstruction and
reinforcement between the school and the Black community.

Barlow said the video conferences, titled “Listen, Learn and Love,”
took into consideration what he said are the “the elevated racial
unrest in our country since the killing of George Floyd and the
subsequent riots across the country.” Barlow said the forums
addressed the question “What can Cathedral do to show support
to her Black constituents, particularly her Black students, who are
dealing with the strain, the struggle and the suffering of this racial
unrest?”
Going into this school year, Barlow said students and staff members
can support the Black Student Union by embracing the role of being
allies with the BSU, “not only in words but by actions,” he said.
Barlow said the difference between actions and words is “actions
prove who someone is, while words just prove who they pretend to
be.” Barlow added that love is an example of an action in in which
anyone can partake to display their alliance. Barlow added that the
purpose of forming an alliance with the BSU “is not just to stand
with the Black students, but to stand against racism publicly and
privately.”

Members of the Black Student Union participated in the Black History
Month assembly last winter. Photo by Jonas Hollis.

Barlow said the forums were not directed toward the national
Black Lives Matter movement, but rather localized to “what the
school could do within the hallways and classrooms to address its
Holy Cross Core Values of inclusivity and diversity with respect to
making sure that all of her students, specifically her Black students,
feel welcomed and valued.”
Barlow said one of the most significant ways that the school as a
family can support the Black community “would be in addressing
the challenges of education. Are we equipped to embrace and
value cultural differences?”
Barlow said he was thankful for everyone involved in the online
conferences. Barlow said, “I am very appreciative of the school,
our educators, students and board members who participated in
the forums this summer which addressed the racial challenges on
the Hill and in the hallways and classrooms. We honored space
for everyone to speak, we honored space for everyone to learn
from others speaking and we continue to work together to make a
positive difference to love each other by working together.”
Editor’s note: Several Black Student Union members who
participated in the forums over the summer did not reply to emails
regarding a reporter’s request to conduct video interviews with
them.

IRISHMEGAPHONE.COM
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Adios, beaches
Coronavirus and the resulting travel bans mean that for both teachers and students, planned summer
trips went by the wayside.
BY ANDREW DE LAS ALAS

S

pring break is often a time for escape. No grades or
assignments and a chance for some sunshine. Even if you
can’t get to a beach in March, you’ll be able to make up for
it in the summer.

Of course in 2020, this was far from the reality. Instead of relaxing
in front of the water, many found themselves relaxing in front of
their televisions, albeit begrudgingly. However, the break from
the Cathedral family left many with time to strengthen their
relationship with their own families at home.
English teacher Lisa Blamey said her family was set to embark
on a Caribbean cruise that would stop by the British and U.S.
Virgin Islands and St. Thomas. Two weeks before the trip, it was
canceled, for which Blamey said was actually relieved because
she “didn’t want to get stuck on a cruise ship and get quarantined
for two weeks afterwards.”
As an additional bonus, she got her money back from the cruise
line, she said.
Blamey said that she spent a fair amount of time cleaning,
cooking and watching “every show Netflix has to offer.” To fill
the overwhelming amounts of free time, Blamey said she would
make trips to the grocery to stock up on cake mixes and half a
dozen containers of frosting so her kids could bake. The family
also got to watch Winnie, a new goldendoodle puppy, go from
one day old to five months old over the course of quarantine.
Blamey said that even though the end of quarantine may have
been rougher than the beginning, she and her family were still
able to interact more together, whether it was taking the third
walk of the day, making an attempt at a puzzle or simply talking.

during eLearning I was able to get my work done early and then
hang out with my family without the pressures of school.”
Senior Kyleigh Braun shared a similar experience to that of
McCauley. “My whole family, including my older brothers, were
going to go on a cruise over the summer and stop by Spain,
Portugal, Dover and see Stonehenge,” she said.
The family reunion was luckily still preserved in the midst of
lockdown. Skyler Braun drove from his house in Indianapolis and
Kavan Braun ‘17 flew up from Texas to spend some time with their
sister hanging out on Geist. Braun said that prior to the pandemic
Kavan was in Austin working on an internship but once lockdown
hit, she was able to see him for the first time since January.
“They’re all off working or at college during the summer, so it
was really nice to have them at home and to do stuff with them
again,” said Braun.
Braun said that during lockdown she was able to read much
more than usual including titles like Turtles All the Way Down
and When Breath Becomes Air. She also participated in an online
medical course during the days she would’ve spent on a cruise.
The two senior girls both kept an optimistic view. McCauley
said “You can look at (the coronavirus) one way and it can seem
awful, but if you look at it another way it can feel a lot better.
Take it one day at a time. You get to see the little patches of
brightness in the darkness.”
Braun said, “Everyone’s in the same boat. You got to find a new way
to deal with these problems thrown at us. Appreciate everything:
school, not wearing masks and just normal things in general.”

Senior Kieran McCauley said she and her family “were planning
on going to Jamaica. There was a resort where we were going to
stay with pools and we were going to go parasailing. Or at least
try.” Initially, McCauley’s family hoped they could still visit the
Caribbean island because the virus was making headlines mostly
in Europe, but the agency canceled the trip due to a two- week
quarantine that awaited any travelers from outside of Jamaica.
“I was definitely disappointed. It was probably the best decision
even though I didn’t really like it at the time,” McCauley said.
Instead of pools, McCauley and her family turned to games.
Euchre, Hedbanz and King’s Corner all made regular appearances.
“Especially euchre,” said McCauley.
Even though quarantine took away plenty of activities, it
ended up providing an opportunity to connect with family for
McCauley. “I normally wouldn’t have played all those games, but

Red: Closed to U.S. citizens; Orange: Open with restrictions to
U.S. citizens; Blue: Open to U.S. citizens.
Information last updated July 27, 2020. Graphic by CNN.
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Welcome back
Principal Mrs. Julie Barthel provides her responses to questions about the
opening of the new school year and the efforts to provide a safe and
healthy environment.
BY AVA AMOS
Q: What are some of the things you and the academic
leadership team did this summer in order for students to
return to the Hill?
A: (We) created a detailed reopening plan, upgraded ventilation,
disinfected every room and common space, created smaller class
sizes when possible, ordered and distributed (personal protective
equipment) for teachers and students (and) hired extra custodial
help to clean and sanitize the school.
Q: Who was involved in the process?
A: We had three task forces: safety task force, academic task
force and financial task force.
Q: Why do you think everything the teams did was necessary?
Or in what ways is it beneficial?
A: Our goal was to be the safest school in Marion County. Safety
is our Number-1 goal for students and teachers.
Q: Do you think Cathedral made the right choice coming back
to school?
A: Yes, there is a great deal of research that students need to be
in school for academic and social emotional support. So we feel
it is best to be back but to take all safety precautions we can.

Last winter in Room 2214, Principal Mrs. Julie Barthel participated
in a presser with the Megaphone staff. She answered questions from
a reporter about the opening of the new school year and the steps the
administration has taken to make the school safe for students, faculty
and staff. Megaphone file photo.

Q: What are your hopes for the school year?
A: We hope to get back to some sort of normal and help
Cathedral students experience the traditions they expect each
year. We hope to have a great year and we are prepared for the
many variables we have been experiencing.
Q: Is there anything you’d like to say to students as they go into
this new, modified life on the Hill?
A: I would like to welcome the students back and let them know
how hard teachers, counselors and administrators have worked
since March to prepare for bringing them back to campus. I would
also say we are all in this together and it will take all of us to follow
covid practices and procedures so we can stay in school.
Q: Is there any other important information readers should know?
A: Many processes and practices will be different. Students will
wear masks at all times, students will eat in classrooms, we will
have one-way traffic in hallways, there will be no flex period,
all teachers will have seating charts, all students will face one
direction in classrooms (and) students and teachers will do a
screening each morning. All of these practices will help us stay
in school. We have tried to do every suggestion from medical
experts to help keep our students safe and in school.
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Fall sports preview
Editor’s note: Head coaches of each fall sport were contacted multiple times via email and asked
to provide information about their team for the upcoming season. For those coaches who replied,
information about their sport follows.
Football
Head coach: Mr. Bill Peebles ‘88

Women’s volleyball
Head coach: Mrs. Mary Ording Hemer ‘98

Assistant coaches: Mr. Adam Barth, Mr. Dino Farrell, Mr. Josiah
Daniels, Mr. Tim Barthel, Mr. Joe Sanders, Mr. Eric Allen, Mr.
Mike McGuigan, Mr. Anthony Salati, Mr. Clifford Brooks, Mr.
Darrick Brownlow, Mr. Mike Prior, Mr. Frank Karczewski, Mr.
Mike Hunker, Mr. Bobby Brady, Mr. Howard Fogel, Mr. Samson
Livingston, Mr. Vince Egan, Mr. Dustin Land, Mr. Matt Panzer,
Mr. Bob Koers, Mr. Matt Cannaday, Mr. Chris Dittoe, Mr. Scott
Richards, Mr. Cody Johnson

Varsity assistant coaches: Mrs. Angie Kubacki, Mrs. Lori Price,
Mr. Josh Noblet ‘01

Date of team’s first official IHSAA-allowed practice: Aug. 3
Last year’s varsity record: 9-3
Last year’s highlights: Sectional champions
Key returning players: Seniors Camden Jordan and Nate
McCahill, who is expected to start as quarterback for the varsity,
lead a deep and talented team. Other standouts for the Irish,
according to Coach Peebles, include seniors Jake Langdon,
David Perry, Farrell Henderson, Jayden Scruggs, David Guhl and
Zane Hill; juniors Owen Wood, Huddy Miller, Jack Goheen and
Jeff Utzinger and sophomore Brennan Wooten.
Season opener: The team travels to Westfield Aug. 21.
From Coach Peebles: “This is the deepest team I have had as a
head coach. There is a lot of competition at all positions. We will
have to come together quickly to be able to compete against five
teams that played in a State championship last year.”

Junior varsity head coach: Ms. Kristen Linenberg ‘08
Freshman head coach: Mr. Gene Murray ‘90
Program assistant coaches: Ms. Anna Jensen ‘16, Ms. Jazzmine
McDonald ‘13, Mr. Nate Torvik ’05, Ms. Lauren Murray, Mr.
Brendan Surane
First official IHSAA-allowed practice: Aug. 3
Last year’s varsity record: 16-13
Last year’s highlights: City champions, Sectional champions,
two junior all-stars (Lucia Corsaro and Sarah Casper), four allCity team (Lucia Corsaro, Sarah Casper, Anna Trieloff, Joanna
Suppiger), three City tournament team (Lucia Corsaro, Sarah
Casper, Joanna Suppiger), five academic all-State (Anna Trieloff,
Joanna Suppiger, Anna Neale, Mae Hedrick, Mia Dittoe), City
Volleyball Coach of the Year (Coach Hemer)
Key returning athletes: Senior Lucia Corsaro (libero), senior Sarah
Casper (outside hitter), senior Elle Kaiser (right side hitter), senior
Mia Finn (outside hitter), junior Katie Bremer (middle hitter),
sophomore Mallory Dills (setter/right side hitter) sophomore
Caiti Barthel (outside hitter)
Team captains: Corsaro, Casper, Kaiser and Finn
Varsity season opener: Aug. 17 at 7 p.m. in the Welch Activity
Center vs. Mount Vernon
Key matches this season: Aug. 25 vs. Center Grove at home
at 7:15 p.m., Sept. 1 vs. Roncalli at home at 7 p.m.; Sept. 8 vs.
Bishop Chatard at 7 p.m.; Sept. 30 at home vs. Westfield at 7
p.m. for senior night
From Coach Hemer: “We lost a lot of key players in last year's
Senior Class, but we have a solid core group of seniors and
super promising underclassmen with lots of potential. We’re
really excited about the level of competition we’ve seen in our
gym thus far, and we are prepared to continue to build on that
momentum in our 2020 season.”

The varsity football team takes on New Palestine in last
year’s Regional game. This year’s Irish squad has more depth
than any team he has ever coached, according to Head Coach
Mr. Bill Peebles ‘88. Cathedran file photo.
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Men’s cross-country
Head coach: Mr. Jim Nohl '78
Assistant coaches: Mr. Jason Moyars, Mr. Kyle Hocker,
Mr. Scott Elliot
First official IHSAA-allowed practice: July 6
Last year’s highlights: Team finished as Sectional runner-up,
placed fifth at Regional, placed seventh at Semistate; PJ Avery,
Nathan Fiedeldey and Nick Hruskoci were named academic allState; Toby Bradshaw, Collin Monesmith and Kyle Pehlman were
named honorable mention all-State.
Key returning runners: Seniors PJ Avery, Toby Bradshaw, Andrew
de las Alas, Nathan Fiedeldey, Collin Monesmith and Kyle
Pehlman; junior Jack Wajda; and sophomore Liam Eifert.
Season opener: The team’s first meet of the season is at Plainfield
on Aug. 22.
Key meets this season: All-Catholic Invitational at Guerin
Catholic on Sept. 12, City meet on Oct. 3.
From Coach Nohl: “The upcoming season will allow us to prove
that hard work pays off.”
Women’s cross-country
Head coach: Ms. Allie Griffith
Assistant coaches: Ms. Melissa Haley, Ms. Katie Waggoner, Mr.
Brian Gross, Mr. John O'Hara ‘02
First official IHSAA-allowed practice: 7 a.m. on Aug. 3
Highlights from 2019: The team finished the regular season
seventh in state rankings and turned in their best performance
of the season with a second-place finish at the Regional 10 meet
at Brebeuf Jesuit.
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Women’s golf
Head coach: Mr. Eric Bruns
Assistant coach: Mr. Sean McGinley
Date first official IHSAA-allowed practice: July 31
Last year’s varsity won/loss/tie record: 7-4-0
Last year’s highlights: Finished second in the City tournament
and also second in the Sectional. The team advanced to the
Regional tournament for the 16th consecutive year.
Key returning team members: Seniors Caroline Buhner and Allie
Moretton, juniors Hadley Sams and Olivia Schilder; sophomore
Allison Haug
Season opener: The opening match was the Irish Invite, which
the team hosted at Maple Creek. Other teams participating were
Bishop Chatard, Guerin Catholic, Carmel and Hamilton Heights.
Key matches this season: City tournament on Sept. 11, Sectional
on Sept. 18
From Coach Bruns: “Our numbers are way up in the program, with
20 girls in the program. This is amazing considering we only had
eight players back in 2018. We will be looking for big seasons from
two of our key returning players from last year, Caroline Buhner and
Olivia Schilder. Early this season we have seen great scoring from a
new player, senior Katie Shin. We will be hoping that competition
will bring the bottom two spots of the lineup into picture. So far
freshman Tillie Browning, sophomore Allison Haug and junior
Hadley Sams have shown promise in our 4 and 5 spots. If the lineup
can come together, we will have a great chance at reclaiming the
City championship and also placing in the Sectional to advance to
the Regional for the 17th year in a row.”
Men’s tennis
Head coach: Mr. Mark Noe

Key returning athletes: Senior Ellie Thor and sophomore
Grace Bragg.

Assistant coaches: Mr. Cole Hepp, Mrs. Renee Noe

Season opener: The team travels to Plainfield on Aug. 22 for its
first meet of the season.

Last year’s varsity won/loss/tie record: 11-8

Key meets this season: All-Catholic Meet at Guerin on Sept. 12,
City meet at Brebeuf Jesuit on Oct. 3; Westfield Invitational on
Oct. 19.
From Coach Griffth: “We have a solid returning group of
experienced young runners and some newcomers with great
potential, including freshmen and upperclassmen, which could
make this an exciting year.”

First official IHSAA-allowed practice: Aug. 3
Last year’s highlights: The team won the City title and was
ranked Top 20 in the final poll. Sam Black and Alex Pohl were
named all-State honorable mention doubles and Levi Wojtalik
was named all-State honorable mention singles.
Key returning athletes: Seniors Levi Wojtalik, Isaac Michael,
Andrew Davey and Alex Pohl and sophomore Sam Black.
Team captains: Levi Wojtalik, Isaac Michael and Alex Pohl
Key matches this season: Warren Central on Aug. 26, North
Central Invite on Aug. 29 and Brebeuf Jesuit on Sept. 2.
From Coach Noe: “We have five veterans returning from last
year’s 11-8 squad that was ranked as high as 11th last season.
Our depth could take us a long way again this year. We are
looking for that great combination at both doubles teams and
have a tremendous amount of confidence in our singles players.”
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Men’s soccer
Head coach: Mr. Joel Russell
Varsity assistant coaches: Mr. Quinn Kelley ’13, Mr. Paul Wesseling
JV Blue coaches: Mr. Pat McGuiness, Mr, Brandon Eley ‘15
JV Gold coaches: Mr, Rod Stuart ’86, Mr. Sean Delaney
First official IHSAA-allowed practice: Aug. 6
Last year’s varsity record: 9-9-2
Last year’s highlights: Team won the Sectional and City titles and
participated in the Regional.
Key returning team members: Seniors Reid Brenton; midfield;
senior Jameson Browne, defense; senior Mick DeWeese, goalie;
senior Jake Wallmeier, goalie.
Varsity opener: Aug. 17 vs. Brownsburg at home (Lawrence Park)
Key games this season: The Irish will host Bishop Chatard on
Aug. 28 at 2:30 p.m; the team plays Brebeuf Jesuit on Sept. 8
at 7 p.m. at home; the team hosts Carmel on Sept. 24 at 7 p.m.
at home.
From Coach Russell: “2020 should be an exciting season for the
Irish. We have a great returning class of seniors along with some
dynamic young players. Our ability to defend and score on teams
from the counter attack and from defending in high areas of the
field will make us a dangerous team.”

Senior Mick DeWeese, shown in action last year, is expected
to make key contributions to this year’s men’s soccer team,
according to Head Coach Mr. Joel Russell. Cathedran file photo.
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Meet the newbies
Teachers and counselors bring a wide range of experience and expertise to their roles as members of
the Irish faculty and staff
Editor’s note: The Megaphone contacted all new teachers and counselors, as well as the new school nurse, asking each to complete a survey and submit
a photo in order to introduce themselves to the Cathedral family. Replies from those individuals follow. New faculty/staff members who are not listed
did not respond in time to be included in this issue.

Mrs. Filomena Haselby ’92, science teacher

Mrs. Carol Heckman, German teacher

BA, Marian College, MS, IUPUI

BS, Indiana University; MS, Butler University

Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? My son, Sam,
graduated from Cathedral and my husband, Brian, is the Director
of Technology. I love Cathedral's values and family atmosphere.

Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? I was asked to come
on board to teach the advanced German classes. After four
years of retirement, I feel rested, energized and ready to serve
the third- and fourth-year German students at my daughters’
alma mater.

Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: I've
spent most of my professional career in medicine. I went back
to school in 2012 to become a teacher because I felt the call
to serve my community in a more personal way. I have taught
biology and middle school science at Cardinal Ritter, Immaculate
Heart of Mary and New Augusta Public Academy.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry
out this goal in your classroom? I hope to inspire lifelong
learning and the desire for scientific discovery in my biology
and environmental science students. I believe that excellence in
teaching drives students to always want to learn more and be
informed.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? My professional goals are to inspire my students to ask
questions, keep up with the changing technology demands and
collaborate with my peers to make sure students are receiving
what they need to learn and grow. My personal goals are to
develop positive relationships with Cathedral students, become
involved with the Cathedral community and serve where I am
qualified and needed.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I have been in about 50 plays. I love theater.
I am also a national award-winning muzzle loading champion.

Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral. Thirtyfive years teaching German and French at Lawrence Central
High School.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal in your classroom?
As an educator, I have long valued rigor, because in my
experience, rigor inevitably leads to excellence. My students will
speak, write, read and listen to German each class period, with
the goal of fluency by the time they graduate.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? Professionally, my goal is to help my students reach a level
of language proficiency which will stand them in good stead as
they enter college. Personally, my goal is to help instill in them
a love and appreciation for the German speaking countries and
their citizens.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I jumped out of an airplane at 10,000 feet,
did a flip and free-fell for the first half of the trip down.
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Mr. Cole Hepp, social studies teacher, Brain Game team comoderator, assistant men’s tennis coach
BS, University of Dayton
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? Growing up in the
northern suburbs of Indianapolis, I always had a great admiration
for Cathedral, even if they were somewhat of a cross town rivalry.
I chose to apply to Cathedral because I was very excited about
the possibility to work at a school that values faith, a family
atmosphere, and diversity as much as everyone at Cathedral
does.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral. During
my time at the University of Dayton, I completed my year of
student teaching at Chaminade Julienne High School in Dayton,
Ohio and I have also served for two summers at St. Meinrad
Seminary and School of Theology with the One Bread One Cup
high school program.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry
out this goal in your classroom? I plan to strive for excellence
in Cathedral’s mission of educating the hearts and minds of
all. I believe social studies classes are meant for engagement
and discussion that will help form young men and women into
contributing members of their community.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? My goal for this year at Cathedral is to contribute to the
Cathedral family that I have been able to observe for quite some
time. Professionally, my hope is that students will develop into
stronger learners, communicators and citizens as well as gain a
deeper appreciation for social studies. Personally, my goal is to
be involved in the school community and to grow in fellowship
with so many great students and colleagues.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I came into the Catholic Church as a convert
during Easter of 2017 at the end of my freshman year in college.
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Br. Robert Jimenez, theology teacher
BA, St. Edward’s University; MA, Incarnate Word University.
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? I chose to come and
teach of Cathedral because of the rich tradition it has, and most
importantly because the Brothers of Holy Cross have been a
part of this institution from its foundation.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral. I have
been teaching for almost 30 years. I have taught elementary
through college. Most recently, I was teaching at Holy Cross,
New Orleans and Holy Trinity in Chicago before becoming an
administrator of three parishes in Chicago. Last year I ministered
at St. Adalbert School in South Bend.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal in your classroom? I am going to bring the goodness
in every student. I feel that through accepting everyone’s
wholesomeness, I will see the excellent academic, spiritual and
nonsense of every student. I will make sure that through the life
experience of everyone, Cathedral becomes an excellent source
of inspiration for all. In my classroom, students will be challenged
and expected to do their best envisaging. As Fr. Moreau says,
“All teaching lies in the best approach to an individual student.”
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? My personal goals this year are to sit and observe the
culture of the school and engage in it as much as possible.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? An interesting fact is that I was student body
president of St Edward’s University. Also, my intramural football,
basketball and volleyball teams won the championship my senior
year at SEU.
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Mr. Frank Karczewski, English and sociology teacher, assistant
football coach
BA, Indiana University South Bend; MEd, University of Notre
Dame
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral: Growing up in
Northern Indiana, I knew of Cathedral’s strong reputation,
but not much about the school itself. While working with the
football program last year, I realized that Cathedral High School
shares many of the same values that are important to me. I am
impressed with the commitment of both students and faculty
to not only celebrate Cathedral’s accomplishments, but to
continually make Cathedral better.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: I spent
two years teaching in Anaheim, California teaching while earning
my MEd. Last year I taught at St. Louis De Montfort in Fishers
and assisted Cathedral’s football team.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal in your classroom? I will contribute to Cathedral’s theme
of excellence by being prepared to be flexible to accommodate
the varied learning needs of students impacted by Covid-19
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? To continue to be an enthusiastic, positive role model while
navigating the differences between teaching middle school and
high school. To develop lasting relationships with students and
staff. To contribute to Cathedral’s growth while also celebrating
the proud history of this school. To challenge students to take
the information from my classroom and apply it to their own life
experience. To learn from students’ experiences and apply that
to how I teach in the future.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I have triplet sisters just 15 months younger
than me.

Mr. Martin Kirkwood, school counselor
BA, Wabash College; MA, University of Notre Dame; MA, Ball
State University
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? I love the Catholic
identity and the Holy Cross values that Cathedral High School
offers. I also am excited to be part of a school with such a rich
history and ongoing pursuit of academic and extra-curricular
excellence.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: I
have been a school counselor for 23 years, including 13 years
at St. Theodore Guerin High School. For the past three years, I
served as director of career pathways for Republic Airways and
LIFT Academy, where I helped promote aviation careers and
facilitated related opportunities for K-12 students.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal? I will always give my best effort and work extremely
hard to the serve the students, families and co-workers at
Cathedral. I hope to be a caring and compassionate member of
the community and will strive to live out my Christian faith by
emulating the teachings of Christ our Savior. Through the grace,
strength and blessing from God, I will be a living example of
excellence in all that I do.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral
this year? My personal and professional goals are to grow in
my faith and knowledge of the Catholic Church and to justly
serve students, families and co-workers. I hope to become
an important and valuable member of the community while
challenging and supporting others in our pursuit of excellence.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I was an all-State cross-country runner in
high school.
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Mr. Robert Kouril, German teacher
BS, Indiana University
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral: I chose to apply
at Cathedral because I wanted to be part of its outstanding
academic, cultural and athletic offerings and its history as a
school of excellence.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: Prior
to Cathedral, I coached college soccer for 20 years at Butler
University, the University of Indianapolis, Ball State University
and IUPUI. I have also worked in automotive appraising, buying
and sales for 12 years and for the U.S. Army in Europe.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal in your classroom? I hope to carry out this year's theme
of Excellence by preparing students as tomorrow's citizens for
society, and hopefully influencing their futures by doing what I
do well as a teacher, mentor, and/or coach.
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Br. Bob Livernois, U.S. history teacher, Holy Cross Council comoderator
BS, Indiana University; MS, Indiana University; MA, Ursuline
College
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral: it was apparent that
the time was right to move to a new school, Cathedral was at
the top of my list.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: I
have taught students in every grade level from fifth to college
sophomores. I have also been a teacher, guidance counselor,
dean of students, high school principal and high school and
college vice president.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry
out this goal in your classroom? For me, excellence means giving
your best effort each day. I do my best to accomplish this goal
and encourage my students to do the same.

What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? Some of my personal and professional goals that I hope to
achieve at Cathedral include teaching interactive and engaging
lessons that will inspire and motivate students to become excited
about World Languages, and building lasting relationships with
my fellow Cathedral teachers, mentors, staff and coaches.

What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral
this year? While teaching in the social studies department, my
first goal is to get to know the students. I also hope to quickly
become familiar with the proud traditions at Cathedral High
School and promote the Holy Cross Core Values in my classroom
and everywhere on campus.

What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? An interesting fact about me is that I am an
expert alpine snow skier and have skied some of the world's most
famous and difficult ski runs, including Zermatt and St. Moritz
(Switzerland), Val d’Isere and Courchevel (France), Innsbruck and
Kitzbuehl (Austria) and Cortina d'Ampezzo (Italy).

What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I was the Dean of Students at Archbishop
Hoban High School when English teacher Ms. Allison Griffith
was Senior Class president at Hoban.
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Ms. Jenny Myers, school counselor
BA, Indiana University; MS, Indiana University
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? My son, Jack, is
a 2017 Irish graduate, so I have been blessed with personal
experiences in the challenging, supportive, faithful and
communal environment offered by Cathedral. The timing was
perfect that Cathedral had an opening for a school counselor as
I was completing my master's program.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: The
greatest portion of my adult life has been as a stay-at-home
mom, volunteer and community servant. I have also worked in
service- and administrative-based roles for non-profit education
associations and a dental specialist practice.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal? "We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, in
not an act, but a habit." - Will Durant
As a school counselor, my excellence lies in service to students,
families and fellow educators, engaging and empowering
students to explore, evaluate, develop, maintain and share their
own habits of excellence. Accessibility and an open-door policy
facilitate this relationship rooted in advocacy and accountability.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral this
year? I am a lifelong learner, eager to blend experience with
continuing education in order to be the best school counselor
I can be at all times. I aim to know my students and families,
provide a welcoming, supportive, and safe environment and
share a consistent voice of positivity in times that are uncertain
and stressful. I also strive to build collaborative relationships
with educators and others who provide corresponding service
to our students. Learning and applying the practical components
of being a counselor at Cathedral is my most pressing goal as I
begin this new position.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I can be a pretty intense and competitive
fantasy football owner.

Mr. Brendan Surane, business teacher, assistant men’s
volleyball coach, assistant women’s volleyball coach
BS, Ball State University; MA, University of Essex
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral: I was fortunate
enough to work with the men's volleyball team for a few weeks
before schools got shut down. In that short time, I was highly
impressed by Cathedral's culture of hard work and leadership,
the welcoming staff and the campus and facilities that are unlike
any school I've seen. After doing more research and seeing how
Cathedral provides its students with a variety of course options,
clubs and activities, allowing them to tailor their education to
their interests, I knew I wanted to be a part of the Cathedral
family.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: Before
Cathedral, I taught one year of middle school English and social
studies at St. Therese Little Flower. I also have experience
working in the business world for companies such as Federal
Signal, FTIC and Hapag Lloyd.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry
out this goal in your classroom? I will contribute to Cathedral's
theme of excellence by not only providing students with an
engaging learning environment but also sharing my own, as well
as other peoples, experiences in the business world. This way,
students can understand the different realms of business they
might work in and know what to expect in college and beyond.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral
this year? My goal this year is to develop and expand upon the
excellent foundation already set within the business department.
I want to go beyond a typical business education by providing
students with a variety of creative activities and projects that
will set them up for success at the college level, while also giving
them real-world experience, which is a crucial aspect of business
education.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? After graduating from Ball State, I played
volleyball in Finland and England. While playing in England, my
team won the BUCS championship, which would be the U.S.
equivalent of winning a national championship.
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Ms. Maria Souza, theater director and theater teacher

Ms. Irene Wilson, English teacher

BA, Purdue University; MFA, The Actors Studio Drama School at
Pace University

BA, The Catholic University of America

Clubs or organizations for which you serve as faculty moderator:
Thespian Troupe #2074, SpinProv (student improv group),
CaTheatre, director fall play and spring musical, supervisor of
student-directed production and Rookie Showcase,
Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? I worked for Cathedral
for a short period in 2011 and when someone for whom I have
great admiration brought the opportunity to my attention, I had
to jump at the chance.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: I am
an actor, writer and educator with over 12 years of professional
experience on stage, on film, and in the classroom. I have
performed professionally on off Broadway and at regional and
educational theater stages across the United States. I developed
programming for students (pre-K to college) in approaching
classical text, physical presence and awareness, on camera
acting, vocal technique (Linklater), devised performance, acting
technique (Strasberg) and theatrical practice integration in the
classroom.
I have been fortunate enough to work on stage all over the
country, work to develop new work across the globe and dabble
in independent film, most recently “METHOD,” which has
received international acclaim. Nothing makes more sense to me
that the theatrical arts. Theater combines so many disciplines
and brings so many different kinds of people together. I feel
fortunate to have found my passion is something so diverse and
ever-changing.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry
out this goal in your classroom? I will bring all of my professional
experience and expectation to Cathedral. I come from a discipline
that demands excellence and precision. I am unimaginably
grateful for the knowledge and tradition I have received from
my mentors and fellow artists. It is my honor and passion to
share that with the next
generation of artists.
What are your professional
and personal goals at
Cathedral this year? To
establish CaTheatre as
a place where all are
welcome to come as they
are to explore the theatrical
arts to their liking. Theater
is for everyone and needs
everyone. My goal is to
make it a place where
people come to express
themselves whether that is
onstage, behind the scenes,
or otherwise — there is a
place for you here.
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Why did you choose to apply to Cathedral? As someone who
was raised in the Midwest (I am originally from Michigan), I was
looking for a school that would bring me back to a place that felt
a bit more like home. I chose to apply to Cathedral because it
was clear to me that their values of integrating faith and holistic
formation into the classroom were ones I desired to stand behind
and build a family around.
Describe your professional experience prior to Cathedral: I just
graduated from undergrad, so this year at Cathedral will be my
first year teaching. At Catholic University I completed my student
teaching at Gonzaga High School in Washington, D.C. and I have
also worked at Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology
for the past two summers as an intern with the One Bread One
Cup program. I am excited to be starting my professional career
at such an excellent institution.
This year’s Cathedral theme is Excellence. How will you carry out
this goal in your classroom? In the midst of a year filled with much
uncertainty, I seek to intentionally build a community of students
striving towards becoming the very best version of themselves
and remaining consistently aware of the most effective methods
to do so. I believe that the English classroom has a unique ability
to journey towards a deeper understanding of tTruth and I look
forward to fostering that throughout this year in my classroom.
What are your professional and personal goals at Cathedral
this year? I seek to bring my entire self to Cathedral and meet
each student, faculty member and staff member with joy and a
listening ear. While I desire to engage and motivate my students
to love the history and aesthetic beauty of literature, I also want
to listen and learn alongside my students on how to be a better
human. I want to develop lasting relationships and continue to
help build a family of hope at Cathedral.
What is an interesting fact about you that students would be
surprised to know? I played Ultimate Frisbee in college and
made it to nationals twice. My second year at Nationals our team
won the spirit award (which is a pretty big deal in the Ultimate
community, even though it sounds pretty silly).
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Our opinion: Administration deserves praise for its dedicated
effort to get our school back up and running and opening on
schedule
The administration, led by Principal Mrs. Julie Barthel with
the help of many, many dedicated educators, has done an
outstanding job ensuring that students have been able to return
to the Hill.
With much support, the three major groups that have made this
all possible are the safety task force, academic task force and
financial task force teams. They have gone above and beyond
to make Cathedral the safest school possible with steps that
include upgrading the ventilation system, creating a detailed
reopening plan, coordinating a mass disinfecting of the entire
school and many more efforts, which you can read more about
elsewhere in this issue.
In addition to these changes, the school has set up cameras inside
the classrooms, so if students are unable to attend school, they
will still be able to learn about the new COVID safety procedures
and policies that will be discussed on the first two days. The
academic task force team has also demonstrated proactivity by
already creating a hybrid model that will be ready to implement
if the Marion County Health Department requires it.

Mrs. Lisa Ford performs an Irish Blessing on the incoming
freshmen class. Photo by Ethan Marasco.
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So, on behalf of the whole student body, thank you for all your
efforts, dedication, diligence and sacrificed time. Without
your hard work, it’s quite possible that students would have
to endure another semester or even another year of virtual
learning, which is no fun at all and takes away from what we
experience on this campus -- a caring, nurturing environment.
The Megaphone staff is especially grateful that the Class of
2021 will get the opportunity to return to campus for their
final year on the Hill. Even with the Covid-19 and construction
restrictions combined, it still means a lot that we will go to inperson classes and see our Cathedral family every day.
However, in order to keep it this way, students, it’s our job
to uphold the rules and do our part. Keeping our masks on,
washing our hands and the continuous applying of social
distancing guidelines, we can all have the school year we’ve
been waiting for during the past five months.
Our first two days, with only half the student body on campus
each of those two days, went great. Now it’s up to us to
make sure we do our part so that we can see our friends,
learn from our teachers and carry out excellence, this year’s
theme, together on our campus rather than separately from
our homes.
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