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STATE OF CONNECTICUT - COUNTY OF TOLLAND T
INCORPORATED 1786

TOWN OF ELLINGTON JAMES ML BRICHARD

Deputy First Selectman

55 MAIN STREET - PO BOX 187 SARAH D. COOK
ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06029-0187 MELINDA M. FERRY
TEL 860-870-3100  FAX 860-870-3102 N
LORI L. SPIELMAN ) :
First Selectman www.eflington-ct. sov JOHN W. TURNER
BOARD QOF SELECTMEN
Monday, March 9, 2020
Town Hall Meeting Hall
SELECTMEN PRESENT: Lori Spielman, James Prichard, John Turner, David Stavens, Ronald Stomberg,

Melinda Ferry, Sarah Cook

OTHERS PRESENT: Timothy Webb, Public Works Director/WPCA Administrator; Brian Santa,
Resident State Troopers’ Supervisor; Kevin Kenzenkovic, Temperary Finance
Director; Felicia LaPlante, Assistant Finance Officer; Peter Hany, President,
Eflington Volunteer Ambulance Corps; Bob Smith, Deputy Chief, Ellington
Volunteer Fire Department; John Rachek, Chairman, Peg Busse, Board of
Finance; Scott Nicol, Superintendent, Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance and
Operations, Board of Education; Tom Palshaw, Betsi Feldman

l. CALLTO ORDER

The Board of Selectmen {BOS) meeting was called to order at 7:02 P.M. by First Selectman Spielman.
. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

.  CITIZENS' FORUM:

Peg Busse, 37 Abbott Road, asked to correct the minutes of the February 10, 2020 Board of Selectmen
meeting, under Citizens’ Forum. Ms. Busse stated for the record that she did not make the comment that
“she will consider drafting a proposal with the school department to see if this can happen”. She added that
she would volunteer to help if such a group was formed. Ms. Busse added that in this time of COVID-19, it's
time to think about how everyone operates in a virtual environment. She wanted to make sure that the BOS
is aware that under state statute, anyone can video record a meeting such as this as long as the camera is not
hidden and as long as it's not being obtrusive. Ms. Spielman said that she will be happy to meet with Ms.
Busse to discuss this topic. Ms. Spielman said her research has shown that there is a cost to video recording
the meetings. Ms. Busse said that South Windser has found a way to do it for no cost.

IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. February 10, 2020 Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting

MOVED {TURNER), SECONDED (PRICHARD) AND PASSED [AYE: TURNER/PRICHARD/STAVENS/STOMBERG/

FERRY; ABSTAIN: COOK] TO APPROVE THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
FEBRUARY 10, 2020.

Egual Opportunity Employer
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B. February 24, 2020 Board of Selectmen Budget Meeting

MOVED (TURNER}, SECONDED (STOMBERG) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE THE BOARD OF
SELECTMEN BUDGET MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 24, 2020.

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Update: Finance Officer Position/Finance Office

Ms. Spielman said that recently 34 resumes were received and they were narrowed down to five for
consideration of interviews. The panel will be conducting these interviews as soon as possible.

VI.  NEW BUSINESS:

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING
RESOLUTION TO ADD AGENDA ITEM VI. NEW BUSINESS; ITEM F. WINDERMERE SCHOOL PROJECT;

RESOLVED, THAT THE AGENDA OF THIS MEETING BE REVISED TO INCLUDE CONSIDERATICN AND ACTION ON
A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING A REVISED APPROPRIATION AND BORROWING AUTHORIZATION FOR
RENOVATIONS, IMPROVEMENTS, AND ADDITIONS TO WINDERMERE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO PROVIDE A
FACILITY SERVING PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 6, AND THE REFERRAL OF SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
BOARD OF FINANCE FOR CONSIDERATION.

A. Tax Refunds/Abatements

MOVED (TURNER}, SECONDED (STOMBERG) AND PASSED UNANIMOQUSLY TO APPROVE THE TAX REFUNDS IN
THE AMOUNT OF $16,294.55 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE TAX & REVENUE COLLECTOR AND AS SPECIFIED IN
THE REFUNDS/ABATEMENT STATEMENT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH, 2020, [ATTACHED]

B. Computer Service & Maintenance Contract

Mr. Turner asked how many vendors responded to the RFP. Ms. LaPlante said that two vendors came to the
pre-bid meeting; only one submitted a bid. She added that the other company did not submit a bid due to
the hours the Town reguires the vendor to be on site.

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (FERRY) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO AWARD THE CONTRACT FOR THE
SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE OF THE TOWN'S COMPUTER SYSTEM TO THE COMPUTER COMPANY OF
CROMWELL, CONNECTICUT, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE ASSISTANT FINANCE OFFICER. THE TERMS OF THE
CONTRACT SHALL BE FOR ONE YEAR EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2020 WI{TH THE TOWN HAVING THE OPTION TO
RENEW FOR FOUR ADDITIONAL ONE-YEAR TERMS AT THE SAME RATE AS STIPULATED IN THE BID
TABULATION [ATTACHED].

C. Set Public MHearing — Crystal Lake Boat Club Regatta

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED {FERRY) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2020 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE ELLINGTON TOWN HALL MEETING HALL FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ALLOWING CITIZENS TO COMMENT UPON THE CRYSTAL LAKE SAILING CLUB APPLICATION FOR A REGATTA
PERMIT.
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D. Surplus Equipment, Department of Public Works

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (FERRY) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC WORKS TO DISPOSE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT AS REQUESTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS IN
HIS MEMO TO THE FIRST SELECTMAN DATED MARCH 3, 2020. [ATTACHED)

E. Conservation Commission — Request to approve funding for a portion of acquisition costs for
114+ acres of land west of Webster Road {Wraight Property)

Ms, Houlihan, Town Planner, presented a PowerPoint presentation explaining the request for the Town to
participate in the acquisition of this property for open space. [ATTACHED] Ms. Houlihan provided a detailed
background on the land in question as well as the benefits to the Town to acquire this land for open space.
She added that the Conservation Commission has submitted a letter of support and request to the BOS to
also support this project. Ms. Houlihan noted that also in attendance in support were Jim Gage, Northern CT
Land Trust and Sean Dwyer, Conservation Commission member. Mr. Turner noted that one of the letters of
support contains an error; Mr. Ken Braga is the Chairman of the Inland/Wetlands Agency.

Mr. Gage said that the planis to put in a small parking area and connect the trail from there to the other area
trails. Mr. Prichard asked who insures the land; Mr. Gage said that the Land Trust has its own insurance and
will be responsible to insure the property. Mr. Prichard asked if the Land Trust will be allowing hunting on the
property and how this is controlled. Mr. Gage responded it will be posted on select parcels, but not all of the
parcels.

Mr. Kenzenkovic suggested that the proposal be run by CIRMA and they can assess the liability and get back
to us. Mr. Dwyer said that this will provide access to the Snipsic Trail and he also had guestions about the
liability. Ms. LaPlante stated that last year when the Town funded the Bellante property acquisition, she
reached out to CIRMA regarding the Town's liability and was advised that if the Town doesn’t own the
property, there is ne liability on the part of the Town.

Mr. Turner said that it will be an excellent Eagle Scout project to put a small kiosk in the new parking lot, if
this goes forward. It’s important to have some mapping and reference points for emergency services
personnel to find hikers. Mr. Stavens asked if there’s been consideration to purchase the Brady property. Mr.
Gage said that this has been discussed, however the price has been higher than can be considered. Ms.
Spielman added that this remains under discussion.

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ENTER INTO A PARTNERSHIP WITH
THE NORTHERN CONNECTICUT LAND TRUST FOR PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE FOR THE WRAIGHT
PROPERTIES ON THE WEST SIDE OF WEBSTER ROAD, GENERALLY 114.4 * ACRES KNOWN AS ASSESSOR
PARCEL NUMBERS 164-001-0000, 165-002-0000 AND 165-001-0000, IN THE AMOUNT OF $90,000 UTILIZING
THE OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION, AND TO REFER TO
THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION FOR A CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES §8-24 REFERRAL.

F. Windermere Elementary School Project: Consider and Act on a Resolution recommending a
revised appropriation and borrowing authorization for renovations, improvements and
additions to Windermere Elementary School to provide a facility service Pre-K through Grade
6, and the referral of such recommendations to the Board of Finance for consideration.

Mr. Turner asked why the motion had 1o be redone. Dr. Nicol said that this represents a technical error;
there was an increase of $700,000 in the contingency and the amount of the increase was not reflected in
the previous motion, He added that First Selectman Spielman and Mr. Kenzenkovic worked with him to
correct this error in the most expeditious way possible. This motion reflects what was agreed to at the last
meeting.
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MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS} AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APQOPT THE FOLLOWING
RESOLUTION:

NOTWITHSTANDING THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S ACTION AT ITS MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 10,
2020 REGARDING THE RECOMMENDATION OF AN APPROPRIATION AND BORROWING AUTHORIZATION FOR
THE PROJECT DESCRIBED BELOW,

NOW BE {T RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN RECOMMENDS THAT THE TOWN OF
ELLINGTON APPROPRIATE $56,430,000 FOR COSTS RELATED TO VARIOUS RENOVATIONS, IMPROVEMENTS,
AND ADDITIONS TO WINDERMERE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO PROVIDE A FACILITY SERVING PRE-K THROUGH
GRADE 6, INCLUDING THE DEMOLITICN OF APPROXIMATELY 29,000 SQUARE FEET OF THE CURRENT
BUILDING, THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, FURNISHING AND EQUIPPING OF AN APPROXIMATELY 41,000
SQUARE FOOT ADDITION, AND OTHER RENOVATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING FULL ROOF
REPLACEMENT TO THE APPROXIMATELY 57,000 SQUARE FOOT REMAINING PORTION OF THE BUILDING, AND
VARIOUS RELATED ON-SITE AND OFF-SITE IMPROVEMENTS, AND RELATED WORK; AND FOR COSTS RELATING
TO FINANCING OF THE PROJECT. THE APPROPRIATION MAY Bt SPENT FOR ACQUISITION, DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION COSTS, EQUIPMIENT, FURNISHINGS, MATERIALS, UTILITIES, RELOCATION
COSTS, RELATED OFF-SITE IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO TURN LANE ADDITIONS AND
OTHER ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, UTILITY CONNECTIONS, SIGNALIZATION AND SIDEWALKS, CLERK OF THE
WORKS, ARCHITECTS' FEES, ENGINEERING FEES, CONSULTANTS' FEES, ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS, LEGAL FEES,
NET INTEREST ON BORROWINGS AND OTHER FINANCING COSTS, AND OTHER EXPENSES RELATED TO THE
PROJECT CRITS FINANCING. THE PERMANENT BUILDING COMMITTEE SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO DETERMINE
THE SCOPE AND PARTICULARS OF THE PROJECT, AND MAY REDUCE OR MODIFY THE SCOPE OF THE PROJECT,
AND THE ENTIRE APPROPRIATION MAY BE SPENT ON THE PROJECT AS SO REDUCED OR MODIFIED. THE
TOWN ANTICIPATES RECEIVING AN ESTIMATED $28,378,000 GRANTS FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT TO
FUND IN PART THE PROJECT APPROPRIATION, FOR AN ESTIMATED NET PROJECT COST TO THE TOWN OF
$28,052,000.

FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN RECOMMENDS THAT THE TOWN AUTHORIZE
THE ISSUE OF $56,430,000 BONDS OR NOTES AND TEMPORARY NOTES TO FINANCE THE APPROPRIATION,
THE AMOUNT OF BONDS OR NOTES AUTHORIZED TO BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT OF GRANTS RECEIVED
FOR THE PROJECT AND NOT SEPARATELY APPROPRIATED TO PAY PROJECT APPROPRIATION.

FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN REFERS THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATIONS TO
THE BOARD OF FINANCE FOR ITS CONSIDERATION.

Vil. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
A. Building Official
B. Emergency Services: Ms. Ferry asked if there are meetings planned regarding the
Coronavirus. Ms, Spielman stated that there is a meeting tomorrow at 3:00 p.m. with
Emergency Services. Ms. Coak said that the Governor had expressed that meetings of 100
people or more should not be held. Ms. Spielman said that this and more will be discussed at
tomorrow’'s meeting; she noted that she had been on a call with the Governor earlier today.
1. Resident State Troopers’ Office
2. Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps: Mr. Hany noted that due to the coronavirus, it has
been difficult to stock protective masks. Mr. Stavens asked Mr. Hany to speak with him
after the meeting, as he may be able to help out.
3. Ellington Volunteer Fire Department
Crystal Lake Fire Department
5. Emergency Management Director

E
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C. Fire Marshal :

Hall Memorial Library: Ms. Phillips invited all to visit the Library to see the fresh paint.

E. Tax & Revenue Collector: Mr. Turner expressed concern regarding the outstanding taxes. He
said he knows the coliection rate is pretty good but he wants to know that the Tax Office is
aggressively going after these delinquencies. Ms. Spielman assured Mr. Turner that the Tax
Department is very good and that this is report comes at an odd time.

F. Town Planner: Mr. Stavens asked if there is any truth that Shady Glenn Restaurant will be
moving into the new Big Y plaza. Ms. Spielman said that so far Luann’s Bakery, Big Y Express
and Verizon have committed; the rest is open with no further commitments.

G. Human Services Department

H. Finance Department
1. 2019 Grand List: Ms. Spielman noted that this report was made available to the Board of

Selectmen members for their review. Mr. Turner asked what the tota! loss was this year
on crumbling foundations. He said he believes other towns are suffering more
significantly than Ellington. He asked if any commercial buildings have been identified;
Ms. Spielman said that she hasn’t heard anything official.
2. Financial Statements
I. Department of Public Works - 2020 Work Schedule

©

VL. SELECTMEN COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Personnel Committee
1. Resignations:

MOVED (PRICHARD), SECONDED (COOK) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF
DENNIS KAYHART FROM THE AD HOC PATRIOTIC COMMITTEE.

2. Appointments

MOVED (PRICHARD), SECONDED {COOK) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO REAPPOINT LAURIE BURSTEIN TO
THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION FOR A FOUR-YEAR TERM TO MARCH 31, 2024.

Ms. Ferry expressed disappointment in the selection of members made by the Personne!l Committee for
several reasons, including the difference in the information provided on the Statements of Interest. She said
that she doesn’t understand why Peg Busse and Betsi Feldman were not chosen. Mr. Prichard, Personnel
Committee Chairman, said that the Committee considered the required balance between party limitations
and elected official limitations as well as the inclusion of residents and came up with the recommendations
to the Board of Selectmen. Ms. Cook said that the selections were made by Mr. Prichard and Mr. Stavens.
Mr. Prichard said that he, Mr. Stavens and Ms. Cook voted on the recommended members and the majority
recommendation passed.

Ms. Cook suggested that the other members of the Personnel Committee received the information before it
was made available to her; Mr, Prichard stated that he received the material at the Personnel Committee
meeting as she and Mr. Stavens did. Ms. Cook read out loud the Statements of Interest. Ms. Ferry questioned
the objectiveness of the Personnel Committee.

Mr. Stavens sald that the Personnel Committee has made their recommendation and now ask for input from
the BOS members. Mr. Stomberg said that this list of members is put together with good faith by the
Personnel Committee and that putting off the decision isn’t going to change it. Mr. Prichard said that anyone
can attend the meetings and provide input; Ms. Ferry disagreed.
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Ms. Spielman asked if the BOS wants to pass the moticn before them or postpone it to the April 13, 2020
meeting. She added that she doesn’t want to put this off another month. Ms. Cook said that she would like
very much to see Ms. Busse and Ms. Feldman put on the Ad Hoc Government Study Committee because they
were detailed and thoughtful in their Statements of Interest and indicated their interest in moving the Town
forward. Ms. Ferry agreed with Ms, Cook. My. Stomberg said that tabling the decision won’t change the
process 50 he’d vote for it today. Mr. Stavens said he is comfortable either way.

Mr. Turner said that when this was discussed a couple of months ago, there was discussion about the
concern of history and the representation that pecple have in the election process for the Board of
Selectmen, Board of Finance, Board of Education and others. He said that at the time, he said that this
Committee needs to pave the way for the folks in Town to understand what they are going to require in the
future and what’s in their best interest; not taking away from the electorate their right to vote and decide
things in the community. He said he doesn’t think it's a good move to start this Committee off on
controversy. Mr. Turner added that it is important to start on a unified path that is going to get to where he
thinks everyone wants to be. Ms. Cook said she agrees with this statement. Mr. Turner said that some of the
folks that tatk about people who have been in Town for a long time would agree with that statement too
because they have a feeling for the Town as well.

Mr. Prichard reviewed the individuals and the qualifications of those who are being put forth tonight. He said
he is not changing his recommendations; all are welcome to come to provide their input. He said that if Ms.
Busse has research, the Committee will read it. He said that Mr. Palshaw did extensive research during the
last Charter Revision Commission and he has a lot of knowledge. Mr, Prichard said he expected Mr. Palshaw
to apply, but he didn’t. Mr. Prichard said he could bet that Mr. Palshaw will be at these meetings and will be
participating even though he is not a member. Mr. Palshaw confirmed that he will.

Ms. Ferry said that she is going to continue to push for the people who have researched this topic and have
knowledge; Mr. Prichard asked Ms. Ferry if she knows that the recommended individuals don’t have
knowledge and she said it wasn’t expressed in any way. She added that she means no offense to the others
who applied.

MOVED (PRICHARD}, SECONDED ({FERRY} AND PASSED [AYE: STAVENS/PRICHARD/STOMBERG; NAY:
FERRY/COOK; ABSTAIN: TURNER] TO APPOINT DENNIS CLAVET, SANFORD COHEN, MARY PERCOSKI, F.
MICHAEL FRANCIS, JAMES PRICHARD, JOHN RIDZON AND HEATHER STAVENS TO THE AD HOC GOVERNMENT
STUDY COMMITTEE TO COMPLETE ONE-YEAR TERMS TO FEBRUARY 28, 2021.

B. Other: There was none.
IX. SELECTMEN LIAISON REPORTS: There were none,

X. FIRST SELECTMAN'S REPORT

A. New Hires
s FErica Botti, Senior Center Bookkeeper
e Ashley Dabbondazza, Library Assistant [, Hall Memorial Library
* Anna Mae Wasielewski, Library Assistant 1, Hall Memorial Library
¢ lucl Pantuosco, Library Assistant |, Hall Memorial Library
¢ Rhonda Villanova, Bookkeeper/Recording Secretary, Hall Memorial Library
e Ryan Decker, DPW Seasonal Worker {rehire)

B. Resignations/Retirements
* Paige Flanagan, EMT/Ambulance Driver, Part Time
» Thomas Davenport, Marine Constable
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C. Promotions/Appointments
e Officer James Keeney appointed as School Resource Officer

e FErich Martin, EMT/Ambulance Driver from per diem to part time status
D. Other: There was none reported.

Ms. Ferry referred back to the Personnel Committee report and asked if Ms. Busses’ claim that several
people applied for the Ad Hoc Government Study Committee after the established deadline is accurate,
making this process not legal. Ms. Feldman stated that the deadline was March 4, 2020. Ms. Cannella said
that the March 4™ date Ms. Feldman refers to as indicated in an email was not a deadline, but was a
preferred date by the First Selectman’s Office staff members to receive the material so that as much as
possible, information could be included in the BOS materials packets that were going out for distribution that
next day. Ms. Cannella added that there was no deadline stated in the motion that was made to form the
Committee. Ms. Spielman asked Mr. Prichard if he would like to rescind his motion and he stated that he

would not.

Xl.  ADJOURNMENT

MOVED (SPIELMAN), SECONDED (COOK) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF SELECTMEN AT 8:04 PM.

Submitted by \'P\Wwﬂmﬁw,@@ Approved by

LouAnn Cannella ori Spielman
Recording Secretary First Selectman
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TOWN OF ELLINGTON
Department of Public Works

; 21 MAIN STREET - PO BOX 187
Direl;g‘r‘?\}\'}‘ggx‘exgmm ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06029-0187
' TEL 860-870-3140 FAX 860-870-3147
www.ellington-ct.gov

Town of Ellington
MEMORANDUNM RECEIVED
MAR 03 2020
TO: Lori Spielman, First Selectman 15t Selectman's Office
FROM: Timothy M. Webb, Director of Public Worksm.\o
DATE: March 3, 2020
RE: Surplus Equipment, Department of Public Works

Outlined below is a list of equipment that has been or should be surplused. | have provided a
brief description of the each piece of equipment and the reasoning behind the request to
dispose of it. All items will be placed on the Municibid upon Board of Selectman approval.

From the facilities:

1) Work benches from the Carpenter Shop, constructed new.

2) Table Saw from Carpenter Shop, new model purchased, update safety guards.
3) Blade sharpener, obtained from the purchase of 76 Maple Street Property

4) Gates Hydraulic hose crimper, new vendor equipment not compatible

5} 330 single wall oil tank, approved previously, up for surplus again, original bid was
not picked up

8) Air Compressor, via Center Fire Depariment
7) Generac Generator, via Nutmeg purchase
8) Portable Winco Generator

9) Portable Pincor Generator

Equipment:

1) 2002 36,000 GVW plow unit, all-season body and plow

2) Paving Box, no tracks, worn out

3) Backhoe, quick coupler replace with new umt

4) Stainless Steel Sander, oldest, newer sanders in operation
5) Pickup bed truck 63, replaced by flat bed

B) Sand Pro, infield machine, was used at Crystal Lake Beach, old Steiner now
assigned

7) Snow plows, various 11 foot old plows, one way no angle units
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"Town of Elhngton
Planning Department

55 Main Sireet, PO Box 187, Ellington, CT, 06029/Phone: 860-870-3120/Fax: 860-870-3122houlihan@ellington-ct.gov

MEMO

DATE: March 4, 2020

TO: Lori Spietman, First Selectman
Board of Selectmen

FROM: Conservation Commission

SUBJECT:  Request to approve funding for a portion of acquisition costs for 14+ acres of land west side of Webster Road,
Wraight property, APNs 164-001-0000, 165-002-0000, and 165-001-0000, in a Rural Agr[culh.tra[ Zone,

Tn 2019, the Northern Connecticut Land Trust (Land Trust) applied for a grant from the Department of Energy and
Envivonmental Protection (DEEP) for open space acquisition for 14+ acres on the west side of Webster Road in El[[ngton. Grant
appﬁcation included letters of support from the Planning and Zoning Commission, Conservation Commission, and Tnland
Wetland Agency (copy of letters and corresponding minutes enclosed). OnJanuary 7, 2020, Governor Lamonte anrounced award
of $132,500 to the Land Trust in support of protecting the Wraight property.

The Land Trust negotiated a purchase price of 75% of the appraised value of the land with the Wraights and pursued two
independent appraisals. n addition to DEEP funding, the Land Trust received two additional grants totaling $35,000 and will
contribute $7,000 towards the purchase. The puwrpose of this request is to seek approval from the Board of Selectmen to contribute
$90,000 to the Land Trust to help permanently preserve the Wraight property as open space,

Asthe lead land-use commission advocathmgfor open space, the E[[’mgton Conservation Commission recen‘cly *passed the foﬂowing
wmotion:

MOVED (DWYER) SECONDED (ZIELFELDER) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO RECOMMEND THE BOARD OF
SELECTMEN ENTER INTO PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NORTHERN CONNECTICUT LAND TRUST FOR
PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE FOR, THE WRAIGHT PROPERTIES ON THE WEST SIDE OF WEBSTER ROAD,
GENERALLY 114.4 +/- ACRES, KNOWN AS ASSESSOR. PARCEL NUMBERS 164-0o1-0000, 165-002-0000, AND 165~
oot-0000, INTHE AMOUNT OF $90,000 UTILIZING THE OPEN SPACE FUND ACCOUNT,

N SO RECOMMENDING THE COMMISSION FINDS THE PARCELS MEET OPEN SPACE PRIORITIES IN THAT THE
LAND ABUTS SHENIPSIT STATE FOREST, 18 WITHIN ONE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION'S NATURAL DIVERSITY DATABASE, PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY TO INCREASE
PASSIVE RECREATION TRAILS WITHIN SHENIPSIT STATE FOREST, AND MEETS RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
PLAN OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT.

Members from the Land Trust, Conservation Commission, and 1 will attend the upcoming meeting to present and discuss the
proposal with you, Thanks in advance for your time and consideration.
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114+ acres

West side Webster Road

Rural Agricultural Residential Zone
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