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Reopening Safely
Introduction & Overview
Bay Ridge Preparatory School is an independent, K-12 day school located in Brooklyn, New York. We are a school known for
being a tight-knit community with small class sizes and individual attention given to each student. Our Lower & Middle School
(Grades K-8) is located at 8101 Ridge Boulevard in Brooklyn. Our Upper School (Grades 9-12) is located at 7420 Fourth Avenue in
Brooklyn. Additional space is utilized at the St. George Community Center, located at 6209 11th Avenue in Brooklyn. Bay Ridge
Prep enrolls close to 400 students and employs approximately 100 faculty and staff.
In Spring 2020, our school leadership team began considering viable options for a safe return to in-person learning in September
2020 if New York State allows school buildings to open. Keeping our community as safe as possible while also meeting the
academic and social-emotional needs of our students is our top priority. In order to do this, our leadership team concluded that a
hybrid model of in-person instruction and distance learning would be the safest path to take so we can reduce building density,
promote social distancing in our facilities and mitigate the risk of exposure in our school community.
This document outlines the health and safety precautions we will take in our school buildings, student life and methods of teaching
and learning during COVID-19 and other considerations for operating the school during the 2020-2021 academic year. All of our
planning is based on requirements and guidance from the New York State Education Department, the New York State Department
of Health and the Centers for Disease Control, as well as feedback from parent and student surveys and discussions with faculty
and staff and the school’s trustees.
Questions regarding this plan may be sent to Anthony Hazell, Director of Communications, at ahazell@bayridgeprep.org. Our
school’s Reopening Task Force Members are noted on the following page.
FORWARD
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Reopening Safely
Reopening Task Force Members
These plans have been made in consultation with the school community and through the consensus arrived at by the following
school faculty and staff members who were part of Bay Ridge Prep’s Reopening Task Force. We are grateful to every person who
contributed to this reopening plan, whether it was through service on this task force, completion of surveys, participation in
meetings, research of public health guidance or individual conversations with administrators.
Task Force members, in alphabetical order:
Sean Andrews, Alan Bernstein, Stacy Betro, Sabina Clifford, Michael Dealy, Charles Fasano,
Kate George, Anthony Hazell, Natasha Hazell, Francesco Ingrati, John Kugler, Julie Mayring,
Lisa Neesemann, Chris Nuesell, Alissa Roeder, Joshua Weidmann, Adam Wolfsdorf

FORWARD
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Reopening Safely
Communication Plans
Bay Ridge Prep has kept an open line of transparent and clear communication with our full community (students, employees,
parents/guardians, alumni, trustees, visitors and friends of the school) since the beginning of the COVID-19 public health crisis.
This includes frequent messaging on all electronic and digital platforms, broadcast text messaging when necessary, individual
phone calls to families as needed and signage displayed throughout the school.
The school will continue to use all of its communication resources to inform the community about health and safety practices and
the full details of its reopening plans. We regularly use email, social media, and community portals to keep our stakeholders
informed and we have created a page on our public website to host our reopening plans.
The Head of School has designated the Director of Communications to manage all communication related to COVID-19.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Admittance to School Buildings
●

Only students and employees will be permitted inside the school buildings. All other visitors will only be admitted via a prearranged appointment and/or approval from a school director, the facilities manager or Head of School.

●

Any persons entering the building must undergo a temperature and health screening.

●

Masks will be required for students and employees and all persons when entering the school building, traveling throughout
the building, inside classrooms and at any time social distancing is not possible. Face shields are not permitted without use
of a mask.

●

The use of the school buildings for activities involving anyone other than students and employees will be prohibited.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Mask Policy and PPE Procurement
Masks will be required for anyone entering the school building, traveling throughout the building, inside classrooms, on school
buses and at any time social distancing is not possible.
Acceptable masks/face coverings for COVID-19 include but are not limited to cloth-based face coverings (e.g., homemade sewn,
quick cut, bandana) and surgical masks that cover both the mouth and nose. Face shields worn without other face coverings are
not considered adequate protection against COVID-19 and are not permitted without use of a mask. Individuals should have their
masks with them at all times, as they must be prepared to put them on if they encounter someone else who is unmasked and/or
is unable to socially distance.
Students and employees must bring their own masks to school with them. The school will keep an adequate supply of disposable
masks if an individual forgets theirs or needs a midday replacement. The school will also keep an adequate supply of additional
medical/PPE equipment should a student or employee need to engage in an activity that requires additional protection.
The school will provide training to all students and employees on proper mask and PPE usage. Employees will also receive a
stipend to procure appropriate PPE of their choice.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Mask Policy and “Mask Breaks”
There will be very few times when masks will not be required during the school day. These times will be:
●

When students are eating or drinking in socially-distanced areas designated for food consumption.

●

Students of any age participating in low-risk, distanced, outdoor activities do not need to wear masks. This includes most
common childhood games and activities that do not involve prolonged close physical contact.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Health Screenings & Temperature Checks
●

All students and employees are required to utilize an online tool at home each morning to perform a health screening prior
to arrival at school. Especially in the case of younger students, parents will be instructed to assist the student with
screening. The tool will ask students and employees a series of questions to determine if they have symptoms of and/or
are at risk for exposure to COVID-19. If either is determined, they will be instructed to stay home and the school will also
receive a list of students and employees instructed to stay home by the screening tool.

●

During morning arrival, all students and employees will undergo temperature checks by designated screening personnel.
The temperature screening will be the final stage of the health screening process. Arrival time for students will be
staggered to avoid gatherings and lines during morning screening.

●

Visitors to the buildings will be limited, however, any visitor allowed inside the school buildings must undergo a health
screening and temperature check prior to entering.

●

Any person who has a fever of 100°F or screens positive for COVID-19 exposure or symptoms will not be admitted inside
the building.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Enhanced Hygiene Protocols
Bay Ridge Prep will implement enhanced hygiene protocols as mandated and advised by the Department of Health and the
Centers for Disease Control. These protocols are outlined in this document and include, but are not limited to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hiring addition cleaning and medical personnel
Educating students and employees on proper hand washing techniques and proper use of PPE
Building time into the school day for students and employees to practice appropriate hygiene protocols
Providing families with information to reinforce these practices at home
Signage to encourage proper hygiene and distancing
Frequent disinfection and cleaning of high-touch surfaces
Providing classrooms and offices with cleaning products
Installing touchless hand sanitizing stations throughout the school
Installing touchless faucets and touchless paper towel dispenser where feasible
Installing transparent polycarbonate barriers in certain areas
Reducing the use of shared items in classrooms and offices

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Social Distancing During School
Bay Ridge Prep will strive to maintain appropriate social distancing of six feet between all individuals while in school facilities and
on school grounds, unless safety or the core activity (e.g., instruction, moving equipment, traveling in common areas) requires a
shorter distance or individuals are of the same household. Mask-wearing and barriers (sneeze guards, e.g.) will also help address
cases where six feet of distance cannot be maintained.
Bay Ridge Prep will also promote distancing by erecting signage throughout the school building reminding community members
to keep distance from one another.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Containment & Treatment of Sick Individuals
If a student or employee falls ill during the day, they will be taken to the dedicated isolation area of the building, screened by
medical personnel and then sent home with instructions to see a physician and return to school only after having received
medical clearance to return.
Students who need to be picked up from school will be remain under the visual supervision of a socially-distanced employee until
the student can be released to a parent, guardian or emergency contact. The employee will be provided with proper PPE during
supervision.
Students and employees in need of medical services not related to COVID-19 (i.e. medication dispensing, tending to minor
injuries, etc.) will be screened and treated in a dedicated area separate from the isolation area.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Return to School After Sickness
Students or employees who screen positive for COVID-19 symptoms may return to school if:
●

They test negative for COVID-19; there is no fever, without the use of fever reducing medicines for 24 hours; they have felt
well for 24 hours; and they obtain a written note from a healthcare provider stating they are clear to return to school.

●

A return to school may also be possible if the student or employee is diagnosed with another condition and has a
healthcare provider written note stating they are clear to return to school.

Students or employees who test positive for COVID-19 or are diagnosed with COVID-19 but do not get a COVID-19 test
must stay home until:
●
●
●
●

It has been at least ten days since the individual first had symptoms;
It has been at least three days since the individual has had a fever (without using fever reducing medicine);
It has been at least three days since the individual’s symptoms improved, including cough and shortness of breath; and
They obtain a written note from healthcare provider stating they are clear to return to school.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Protocol for COVID-19 Detected in Community
In the event that a person develops COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, all spaces (classrooms, offices, etc.) they
occupied for periods of 15 minutes or more will be closed for a period of 24 hours. Additionally, custodial staff will thoroughly
clean and disinfect all frequently utilized spaces (staircases, bathrooms, etc.) used by the symptomatic person(s). School
operations may be modified to mitigate further exposure to and spread of symptoms.
In the event that a person in the school community tests positive for COVID-19, the school will immediately notify the
Department of Health and defer to their guidance on additional cleaning protocols, isolation, and closing of spaces, facilities or the
entire school building. The school will also follow New York State contact tracing protocols.
If the school building is closed due to widespread community infection, all students will be placed on a remote learning
schedule until the Department of Health says it is safe for the school building to reopen.

FORWARD
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Health & Safety
Contact Tracing
In the case of an individual testing positive for COVID-19, Bay Ridge Prep is required by state law to support the Department of
Health in tracing all contacts of the individual, in accordance with the protocols, training, and tools provided through the New York
State Contact Tracing Program. Confidentiality will be maintained as required by federal and state law and regulations.
Bay Ridge Prep is also required by law to cooperate with state and local health department isolation and quarantine efforts.
Whereas State and local health departments will implement monitoring and movement restrictions of COVID-19 infected or
exposed persons, Bay Ridge Prep will be responsible for notifying faculty or families of students that they have come into close or
proximate contact with a person with COVID-19.
Please note that medical privacy laws explicitly prohibit Bay Ridge Prep from revealing the name of the individual who has tested
positive for COVID-19. We may only reveal that the student or faculty member has come in close or proximate contact with an
unnamed person, and how we came to know this information (school tracking systems, governmental contact tracing, or another
mechanism).

FORWARD
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Facilities Management
Classrooms and Common Spaces
Space usage throughout both school buildings will change for the duration of COVID-19 to maximize classroom space and
distancing. Many common areas will be repurposed for class space or areas designated for specific activities. Common spaces
such as hallways and staircases will be designated as one-way foot traffic only and will have directional signs. Classroom and
common space management will include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Desks will be placed at least six feet from each other.
Desks will face one direction so that students sit side-to-side rather than facing one another.
Sharing of objects will be reduced.
Shared surfaces or workstations will be disinfected frequently throughout the school day.
Hallway congestion will be reduced by limiting movement between classes and using one-way foot traffic protocols.
Classroom doors and windows will be left open to provide air circulation.

FORWARD
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Facilities Management
Cleaning Protocols
Bay Ridge Prep will deploy enhanced cleaning protocols to help mitigate the spread of virus and germs within the community.
Facilities and custodial teams will follow cleaning protocols before, during and after the school day and will document daily
cleaning and disinfection routines. Cleaning protocols include, but are not limited to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Cleaning and disinfecting classrooms and education spaces throughout the day and in between each use of these spaces.
Cleaning and disinfecting all frequently touched public surfaces, including lockers and staircase railings on an hourly basis.
Cleaning and disinfecting all restrooms on an hourly basis.
Cleaning and disinfection of school buses after each use.
Routine disposal of garbage and used PPE.
Daily cleaning of all desks, chairs, floors, polycarbonate barriers (sneeze guards).

The custodial team will also model and encourage good hygiene and sanitary measures for students, staff and faculty by wearing
proper PPE at all times, washing hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 second and staying home when sick. All cleaning
and disinfecting supplies obtained from suppliers will adhere to the green cleaning product standards outlined by New York State.

FORWARD

Bay Ridge Preparatory School | September 2020 Reopening Plan | as of July 31, 2020

17

Facilities Management
Emergency Drills
Bay Ridge Prep will continue to conduct fire/evacuation and lockdown drills, pursuant to New York State Education Law. All
students and employees will participate in these emergency drills and receive instructions on protocols to follow during drills.
Fire/Evacuation Drill Protocols
●
●

Students and employees are to maintain a distance of six feet when they gather on the sidewalks for attendance.
Drills may be conducted on a staggered schedule where classrooms evacuate separately rather than all at once.

Lockdown Drill Protocols
●
●

Instead of sheltering in place; we will provide an overview of how to shelter in the classroom.
Drills will be done on a staggered schedule while ensuring all students are receiving instruction in emergency procedures
and participating in drills.

Students will be instructed that if it were an actual emergency that required evacuation or lockdown, the most imminent concern is
to get to safety; maintaining social distancing in an actual emergency that requires evacuation or lockdown may not be possible
and should not be the first priority.

FORWARD
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Teaching & Learning
Methods of Instruction
Distancing and low building density requirements will require a hybrid schedule and staggered arrival and dismissal times. Priority
will be placed on in-person instruction each day for the school’s youngest students. In-person experiences will also be prioritized
for all new students and students entering Middle School (Grade 6) and Upper School (Grade 9).
Lower School (Grades K-5): Students in Grades K-5 will receive in-person instruction each day following all distancing and
safety policies.
Middle School (Grades 6-8): Grade 6 will start the school year with in-person instruction each day while Grades 7-8 will operate
on a hybrid schedule with students split into cohorts that alternate between in-person instruction two to three days per week and
remote learning the other days of the week. When students are home, they can expect a full schedule of distance learning
experiences that will complement their in-school learning.
Upper School (Grades 9-12): Upper School students will start the school year on a hybrid schedule with students split into
cohorts that alternate between in-person instruction on some days and a robust distance learning program on other days. Priority
will be placed on giving Grade 9 and new students in-person opportunities to enhance bonding and camaraderie. Upper School
students may also opt to begin the school year on a fully remote schedule and will have the option to transition to the hybrid
schedule model at the end of each grading period.
FORWARD
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Teaching & Learning
Distance Learning
In the event that the school buildings must close, Bay Ridge Prep will implement its robust distance learning plan that was in use
during the Spring 2020 COVID-19 closure of schools. Bay Ridge Prep is confident that we continue to live our mission during
distance learning. This was the imperative that our administrative team and faculty emphasized as we made our transition in
Spring 2020 after we closed the school buildings due to the COVD-19 pandemic. All of our decisions regarding distance learning
instruction focus on the needs of our students. Flexibility and responsiveness have always been a hallmark of our approach to the
learning process and our faculty values the connection they make with every individual student.
Our distance learning program provides a comprehensive and age-appropriate schedules, using Zoom for classes and activities.
We believe students need to be with their peers, even if it is in a virtual environment. We also believe during this time that
students should be interacting with their teachers on a regular basis.
In this educational setting, we believe that feedback, understanding, and compassion have never been more crucial to student
well-being. In addition to a mixture of synchronous and asynchronous classes, teachers are available for advising/office hours
each day to further support students.

FORWARD
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Teaching & Learning
Equitable Access to Teaching & Learning
Bay Ridge Prep has ensured equitable access to remote instruction by ensuring all stakeholders have the appropriate technology
to access and participate in remote learning. Examples of this include:
●
●
●
●

Community members who do not have adequate access to devices at home are given devices on loan.
Community members with inadequate internet service are supported in accessing stable internet service.
Instruction happens on platforms accessible by all common mobile devices and computers.
The school’s Educational Technologist provides remote support as needed to students, parents, and faculty.

FORWARD

Bay Ridge Preparatory School | September 2020 Reopening Plan | as of July 31, 2020

21

Student Life
Student Groupings to Limit Exposure
Bay Ridge Prep will limit student exposure on in-person learning days. This is primarily achieved by adapting student schedules
and containing them, to the extent possible, in groups while in the school building.
●

The Lower School (Grades K-5) has one class per grade and each class will remain together throughout the day with
limited exposure to other students and classes. Class sizes range from 10-17 students.

●

Middle School (Grades 6-8) students will be split into pods. There will be four small pods per grade level, with the biggest
pod size being 10 students. Pod interaction will be limited except when it is necessary to bring some pods together for
certain classes.

●

Upper School (Grades 9-12) classes will range from 5-20 students per class. Students are grouped by grade and skill level
in a subject. Students will switch groups periodically and only to ensure placement in the proper class

To the extent possible, faculty exposure will be limited across different pods, groups and classes.

FORWARD
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Student Life
School Schedule
Grade

In-Person Instructional Days

Grades K-6

In-person instruction will be offered Monday through Friday

Grades 7-8

Split into cohorts that rotate weekly between 2 days in-person and 3 days in-person the following week

Grades 9-12

Split into cohorts that rotate weekly between one and three days per week

Grade

Arrival & Dismissal Times During In-Person Instructional Days

Grades K-2

8 a.m. arrival time; 2:10 p.m. dismissal time (with built in lunch period)

Grades 3-5

8 a.m. arrival time; 2:00 p.m. dismissal time (with built in lunch period)

Grades 6-8

8:15 a.m. arrival time; 2:45 p.m. dismissal time (with built in lunch period)

Grades 9-12

8:45 a.m. arrival time; 1 p.m. dismissal time (with NO built in lunch period plus afternoon remote learning)

FORWARD
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Student Life
Attendance
Bay Ridge Prep will continue to collect and report daily teacher/student engagement or attendance regardless of instructional
setting; full-time in school building, a hybrid model, or a fully remote mode of instruction.
As became protocol during Spring 2020, students who are in remote learning but fail to log into classes will be tracked by
teachers and provided additional support. When appropriate, administrators may also collaborate with the student’s family to
implement support strategies at home.

FORWARD
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Student Life
Athletics, After School, Clubs and Events
To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, we are keeping students and teachers in their pods and groups as often as possible. Using
this strategy, if one person gets sick, only those in that person’s pod/group are exposed. By nature, many extra-curricular
programs mix students and faculty who would be in different groups. To reduce the risk of exposure:
●

No after school care is planned in fall. The school may reevaluate this based on evolving data.

●

Per New York State, interscholastic athletics are postponed and not permitted until further notice.

●

Some low-risk, distanced, outdoor recreational activities may be offered for students.

●

Most other student activities and clubs will continue to meet virtually.

●

All events that would require visitors on campus and/or large gatherings will be transformed to virtual events or postponed.

FORWARD
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Student Life
Food Consumption Inside School
During periods where meals are consumed, students and employees will maintain six feet of distance and/or a physical barrier
will be provided for each individual. The following policies will be implemented to maintain safety and reduce exposure:
●

Students must bring prepared food from home or use the school-provided local meal delivery service. Students will not be
allowed to have any other food inside the school other than what they bring from home or what the local meal delivery
service provides.

●

Local meal deliveries will be distributed by school personnel to individual classrooms or designated eating areas to
decrease congregating.

●

Custodial team will coordinate cleaning and disinfection of eating areas before and after meals.

●

All persons must wash their hands before and after meal times.

●

All employees will be trained in recognizing and responding to food allergies.

FORWARD
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Student Life
Transportation
School buses will be treated as an extension of the school facility and Bay Ridge Prep will adhere to all requirements mandated to
ensure the health safety of both passengers and drivers. The school will enforce the following policies on school buses:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

All passengers and drivers on school buses must wear a face covering/mask while onboard the bus.
Social distancing protocols must be followed when embarking and disembarking the bus.
All passengers will maintain appropriate social distancing on school buses.
Members of the same household will be encouraged to sit together.
Transportation personnel will be trained on the proper use of PPE and on the signs and symptoms of COVID-19.
Windows on school buses will remain open when the outdoor temperature is 45°F or warmer.
School bus drivers, like all school employees, will perform a self-check health assessment prior to arriving at work.
No eating or drinking is permitted on school buses.
School buses will be cleaned and disinfected after each use, including after the AM and PM run.

Pursuant to New York State regulations, hand sanitizer may not be stored on school buses due to its flammability. Hand sanitizer
will be made available to passengers when they enter the school building.

FORWARD
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Special Education
Support Programs
Bay Ridge Prep is fortunate to have ten full-time Ph.D.-level psychologists on the faculty in order to address the needs of the students. This
wealth of psychological expertise serves the school well in all aspects of planning for education in general and for special education
specifically. In addition to licensed psychologists, the school also employs a team of speech-language pathologists, counselors and learning
specialists that collaborate with and support other faculty to best meet the needs of students. Bay Ridge Prep has well-established, strong
supportive programs in place for students who require more specialized remediation or differentiation and we expect to make full use of the
supports and support team in any of the three scenarios we might encounter next year.
The Achieve Program is designed to provide a layer of support to students who require assistance with issues in various areas, like study
skills, organization, writing, math, and/or reading. This support is offered as a combination of classroom work and supplemental small group
work. Workload modifications and accommodations such as extended time and separate location are also available as needed. Counseling
and speech support are also available.
The Bridge Program is designed to address the needs of students with diagnosed learning differences. The program currently runs from
Grade 3 through Grade 12 and offers a specialized learning environment for students who are generally in the average to above average
range of cognitive functioning in either language abilities or nonverbal skills or both. These students have demonstrated significant
weaknesses in one or more of the following areas: language abilities, memory, attention, perceptual-motor skills, executive functioning skills
and/or academic areas. The specific deficits can affect one or more of the following areas: the ability to decode accurately and fluently, read
with comprehension, encode words, write, organize work or belongings, or engage in mathematical computations and/or applied problem
solving.

FORWARD
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Special Education
Special Education in Various Learning Scenarios
During the 2020-21 school year, Bay Ridge Prep will work hard at maintaining supports for our students by continuing to work with our
students in whichever learning scenario we find ourselves: in-person, hybrid, or online. In periods of in-person learning, our regular support
plans will proceed as usual. In periods of hybrid learning, our support staff will continue to provide support to teachers and students both inperson and remotely. The aforementioned individuals will work to ensure the smooth continuation of services to the best degree possible,
including the transition of services to an online setting, if necessary. In periods of remote learning, all faculty will function completely online to
the degree that services allow.

FORWARD
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Social Emotional Well-Being
Mission-Based Social Emotional Programming
The founding team at Bay Ridge Prep has a depth of knowledge in the area of school psychology and it has served as an
underpinning for all of the educational programming in the school. There are ample support staff who are qualified to provide
counseling sessions, parent workshops, and teacher consultations. Classroom teachers also receive training from and work with
professional organization to employ a variety of social-emotional experiences and learning opportunities for students.
To quote the New York State Education Department, “Social emotional well-being must be schools’ and districts’ top priority in
supporting school transitions, not at the expense of academics, but in order to create the mental, social, and emotional space for
academic learning to occur.” To that end, Bay Ridge Prep has worked to support students during this COVID-19 period in a
number of different ways, including shifting many social gatherings to virtual experiences and offering extra support, via videoconferencing, whenever possible to students and families.
Our work continues this year as we return to school after a period of distance learning. We will take time at the start of the school
year to re-integrate students by discussions about their experiences during quarantine, identifying what self-care strategies
helped them, and looking to validate the individual experiences that each member of the community has had. Our team will also
be looking for signs of separation anxiety, general anxiety, and trauma in our students and help them to identify how and when to
seek help. The goal will be to invest more time than usual in building community. This work can happen regardless of whether we
are back full-time, in a hybrid model, or fully online.
FORWARD
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Social Emotional Well-Being
Equity in Social Emotional Programming
Our faculty is particularly attuned to equity issues and we will support our faculty in the language they use when asking about
students’ experiences. For example, asking “What did you learn about yourself during quarantine?” or “Who did you spend time
with?” allows all students to provide a response as opposed to, “How was your summer?” or “Did you do anything special this
year?”
We are also working to anticipate topics that students may ask about in school and how to have developmentally-appropriate
conversations. Topics may include systemic racism in the United States and the Black Lives Matter movement, the role of law
enforcement in society, the voting process and elections, and ongoing conversations about the COVID-19 pandemic. Faculty will
be provided with resources to support students when speaking about these topics.
Our SEL curriculum has an anti-bias thread that runs throughout and works off the principles of actively teaching anti-racism and
supporting equity in the classroom and school structure. Faculty will continue to engage in professional development to further the
school’s diversity and equity work.

FORWARD
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Faculty & Staff Considerations
Human Resources Policies
Employees with pre-existing medical conditions may request an accommodation to work remotely. The school will do its best to
provide an accommodation that addresses the employee’s needs and allows them to perform their job. The formal request must
be accompanied by a note from a healthcare professional that clearly states what concerns need to be addressed and/or what
elements of the employee’s job are impacted by their medical concern. The school will work with the employee to find any
reasonable accommodation which will meet their needs while allowing them to perform the important work they do for the school.
If self-quarantine is necessary for an employee, a doctor will provide the employee with a medical note. Employees may be
eligible for leave under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) or any of the school’s existing policies and/or New
York State or New York City law.
If an employee's family member is under an isolation order from a medical professional, the employee may be eligible for
emergency medical leave under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) or any of the school’s existing policies
and/or New York State or New York City law.
All human resources policies are posted in an online employee portal and available upon request from the school’s business
office.
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Faculty & Staff Considerations
Professional Development
Bay Ridge Prep will continue to support professional development opportunities for faculty that can enhance their teaching for inperson, hybrid and remote learning environments in addition to professional development focused on current events and their
effects on students. Bay Ridge Prep will offer:
●

Professional development focused on how to work with children in class during a prolonged crisis--lessons taken from
other trauma-informed schools and settings.

●

Opportunities for professional and personal growth around meeting students’ needs during and after both COVID-19.

●

Professional development in discussing systemic racism, the Black Live Matter movement and ways to promote antiracism.

●

Professional development for teachers around identifying signs of depression, anxiety, and trauma in students of different
ages and how to appropriately refer them to support staff for follow up.

●

Professional development on supporting social-emotional needs of students in person and remotely.
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