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From the Headmaster
During the lockdown period, the School showed that we
were able to maintain excellent standards of learning
and care for our students. Our efforts were recognised
in national publications in both the UK and Hong Kong
and everyone across the Wellington School community
has reason to feel proud of our collective resilience
and achievements.
Our attention has now turned to planning for a full return
to school in September and I hope this booklet will
provide you with helpful information about how we are
preparing to welcome your children back to Wellington.
I want to state plainly our commitment to welcoming all
our students – Prep and Senior, day and boarding – back
to school on Thursday 3rd September. I also wish to
stress that our curriculum, and co-curricular programme,
will remain broad and varied; there will be no narrowing
of our provision.
We are fortunate to be located in one of the least densely
populated areas of the country and the South West of
England has seen the lowest number of cases of the virus
in England*. Our students benefit from a beautiful
campus, excellent facilities and lots of green, open space.
We have a well-equipped, self-contained Health Centre
and we have also created a separate Care Centre, in which
we will be able to provide outstanding care to any boarder
who is displaying symptoms of Covid-19.
I am extremely grateful for the support parents showed
the School as we responded to the challenges of
lockdown. I hope this booklet assures you that we are
working tirelessly to ensure that your children’s return to
school is safe, productive and enjoyable.
We will write to you again in August to provide further
details on practical arrangements for the term ahead.
With my best wishes,

Eugene du Toit
*www.statista.com/statistics/1102151/ coronavirus-cases-by-region-in-the-uk/

Return to School
We are planning for a full return to
school, by all our students and staff,
for the start of the next academic year.
The Government issued guidance
recently on how schools will operate
in September. We are carefully
scrutinising the guidance to better
understand what adaptations will
need to be made to ensure everyone in
our community is safe. We will operate
to the highest standards of health and
safety, and details on whatever
adaptations we decide we need to
make to aspects of school life will be
shared with you well in advance of
the start of term.
You can access the Government’s
advice by following this link:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for
-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidan
ce-for-full-opening-schools

We are confident that a full return to
school in September will be the best
course of action for our day and
boarding students. However, should
any student not be able to attend
school as normal from September, we
will continue to deliver lessons
remotely, in addition to our regular
classroom teaching.

Quarantine
Arrangements
The UK government has published
updated guidance on quarantine
arrangements. The full guidance can be
accessed by following this link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid19-travel-corridors#travel-corridors-countriesand-territories-exemption-list

It is clear at the time of writing that
some students will still need to
undertake a two-week quarantine
period after arriving in the UK. Please
be reassured that we will still be
providing self-isolation facilities in
school from 15th August for those
students who are travelling from
countries which are not listed in the
Government exemption list and
therefore still require a two-week
quarantine period.
Students observing the two-week
quarantine period will be cared for by
our qualified boarding staff and will
have full access to our 24 hour medical
facility should this be needed. Students
will be grouped into small bubbles and
looked after in dedicated boarding
houses in our spacious campus.
Induction activities and online
academic tuition, including English as
an Additional Language, will take place
during the two-week quarantine period.
Any changes or updates to the
government requirements will be
communicated to parents and
guardians as it is published.

Covid-Safe
The safety of all our students and staff is our top priority as we enter the new academic year.
All return to school procedures have been, and will continue to be, fully risk assessed.
We have specially trained and dedicated staff working on this full time to ensure that
your children are safe.
Wellington School has made a full commitment to the Boarding Schools’ Association
Covid-Safe Charter.
A full copy of the BSA Covid-Safe charter can be found here:
https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/pdf/Advice%20and%20Guidance/82902%20BSA%20COVID%20V2.pdf

This means that we will:
• Require appropriate social distancing
in all areas of school
• Guarantee availability of soap
and disposable paper towels in all
washing areas
• Require regular hand washing by
pupils and staff
• Provide hand sanitiser stations
at key points in the boarding
houses and around the campus
• Provide pupils and staff with the
opportunity to raise any concerns
• Implement enhanced daily cleaning
procedures in the boarding housesand
school and ensure all relevant staff
have appropriate PPE.

• Provide clear notices explaining all new
procedures and expectations
• Ensure safe occupancy levels of all
facilities and areas, including
classrooms, dining rooms, bedrooms
and bathrooms
• Explain clearly any measures required
when pupils are allowed to leave site
• Ensure equipment is not shared
between pupils, other than when
appropriate cleaning has taken place
• Allocate appropriate recreation areas
(inside and outside) for use by
designated boarders and ensure they
are aware of any new procedures and
safe occupancy levels
• Be very clear that any bullying related
to the pandemic will not be tolerated.

Social Distancing
Minimising contact and mixing between
people reduces transmission of
Covid-19. In line with government
guidance, we are giving detailed
consideration as to how we can
minimise contact and mixing on site,
while delivering a broad and balanced
curriculum.
The overarching principle to apply is
reducing the number of contacts
between children and staff. This will be
achieved through keeping groups
separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through
maintaining distance between
individuals.
We will make adaptations in our
classrooms to support distancing
where possible. This will include
seating students facing forwards, rather
than face to face. Unnecessary
furniture will be moved out of
classrooms to make more space.
Large gatherings such as assemblies or
collective worship with more than one
group or bubble will not take place.
Catering facilities are being carefully
reviewed to make sure social distancing
measures can be maintained during
the busy lunch period.
We are confident that the measures we
will put in place will be safe and
practical. We are examining introducing
a staggered start to the school day, and
to break and lunch times.

Infection Control
Procedures
Any student or staff arriving in school
by public transport, including school
minibuses, will be required to wear a
face covering.
We will have a clear process for
removing face coverings when pupils
and staff who use them arrive at
school, and this will be fully
communicated to all affected. Specialist
disposal facilities for any used face
coverings will be provided.
Additional hand sanitiser stations will
be available throughout the school
campus and their use will be required
before entering each building.
Building cleaning frequencies will be
increased and a strict disinfectant
protocol will be implemented. All
school buildings, including boarding
houses are being thoroughly deep
cleaned over the summer break.
All staff will receive additional training
on infection control measures
associated with Covid-19.
Any shared facilities will be cleaned in
line with the government guidelines,
and the frequency of cleaning regimes
in the boarding houses will be
increased.

Care of Pupils
We are fully committed to providing
excellent medical care to all of our
students.
We have designated a specific,
specialist area of the school which will
be a fully staffed Care Centre for any
boarding student who display any
symptoms of Covid-19, and for any
boarder who tests positive. This facility
has been reviewed and formally
approved by the School’s Medical
Officer and specialist Health and Safety
Advisor. The Care Centre will be in
addition to our normal on-site Medical
Centre, which will be available to all
students
Our fully trained onsite medical team,
in conjunction with our School Medical
Officer, have reviewed our procedures
and facilities to ensure the maximum
level of care can be provided should it
be needed. Should any testing be
required for a boarding student, the
School will ensure that the student is
properly cared for throughout the
process and given full support until the
test results are known. Should the test
be positive the student will be cared for
in our dedicated Care Centre. Parents
and guardians will be kept fully
informed and will receive at least a
daily update from school staff.
If more specialist care is needed then
we are only 10 minutes away from
Musgrove Park Hospital. A member of
staff will always accompany any
students to the hospital.
If a student is well enough for their
lessons to continue, then we will
ensure that are able to access lessons
remotely. Should any day pupil or
member of staff display any symptoms
of Covid-19, they will be asked to
immediately leave school. They will be
required to seek medical attention and,
where needed, they will be tested.
Should the test be positive they will be
required to self-isolate for 14 days as
per government guidance.

Pupil Support and
Wellbeing
The Covid-19 pandemic has caused a
great deal of worry and uncertainty
across all communities and we are
particularly aware of the additional
support that some of our students and
staff may require.
Our staff are fully committed to
providing outstanding pastoral and
academic support to students, whether
they are in school or learning remotely.
Our dedicated Mental Health Lead and
School Chaplain will both be available
to provide support throughout the
school day. At the start of term, all
students will receive induction training
on ‘Coping with Covid’.
All school policies, including our
‘Promoting Good Behaviour’ policy,
have been reviewed to acknowledge
the changing context caused by
Covid-19. Bullying is not tolerated at
Wellington School and will be dealt with
in line with school policy.

Co-Curricular
Provision
We are committed to maintaining our
outstanding co-curricular programme.
We will make full use of our spacious campus
to maximise outdoor sports and our large
indoor spaces will be used as required. We
will ensure that we maximise social
distancing between students and will always
pay scrupulous attention to cleaning and
hygiene.
After-school clubs and activities will take
place if it is safe for them to continue, and
their provision will be fully risk assessed.
Subject to ongoing government guidance and
full risk assessment, Music and Drama
lessons will continue as far as possible.
Sports and Wellbeing lessons will be carried
out, ensuring social distancing measures are
fully adhered to. UK National Governing
Body Covid-19 guidance for individual sports
will be
adopted.
At the time of writing, the UK government
continues to advise against domestic (UK)
overnight and overseas educational visits. We
are following the guidance and any planned
trips will be rearranged.
Trips at weekends for boarders will be
limited in the first instance and will only take
place if it is safe to do so.
All aspects of the School’s superb
co-curriculum will be fully risk assessed
before any activities are undertaken. Full risk
assessments will also be completed in
relation to all educational and recreational
visits to ensure they can be done safely.

Frequently Asked
Questions
What is the procedure if my child is
unwell with Covid-19 symptoms?
Any student displaying Covid-19 symptoms
at any point during the day (and boarders at
night) will be assessed by our school
medical team in our dedicated Care Centre.
We will ask parents or guardians of day
students who are showing symptoms to
collect their children from the Care Centre.
Covid-19 testing for boarders will be
arranged by the School and the student will
be cared for by school staff in the Care
Centre until they are well again and the
required self-isolation period has elapsed. If
well enough, students in self-isolation will
continue to be taught remotely.
Does my child need to wear school
uniform?
Yes. We anticipate that children will attend
school in full uniform from the start of next
term. There may be a need to wear uniform
and sports kit on alternate days to facilitate
washing; clear guidance on this will follow
in August. However, blazers and ties will be
required. ‘Schoolblazer’, our uniform
supplier, can be accessed at
www.schoolblazer.com.
Can my child wear a face covering?
Yes, any student who wishes to wear a
covering in class and/or around the campus
will be welcome to do so. At the time of
writing, the UK government has
recommended that students should not
wear a face covering during lessons; we will
amend our expectations if guidance
changes in the future. In line with
government guidance, we do not expect
Prep School students to wear a face
covering at any time.
Can my child stay in school during the
October half term?
Yes. Details on the programme will be
released at a later date.
Can my child stay in school during the
Christmas holidays?
No. Students should either travel home or
stay with their guardian or in a home stay.
It is important that all students have a
break from their school environment.

Does my child have to quarantine for 14
days before returning to school?
If your child is travelling from any country
not listed on the UK government’s
quarantine exemption list, then yes, they
must by law spend a 14-day period in
quarantine upon their arrival into the
country. For full details of which countries
are affected please follow this link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-c
ovid19-travel-corridors#travel-corridors-countri
es-an d-territories-exemption-list
Please also check any local guidance issued
in your home country before travelling to
the UK.
Does my child have to spend the 14-day
quarantine period at school?
No. At the time of writing any person
requiring a 14-day quarantine period upon
arrival to the UK may do so at a ‘private
address’ which can include a UK based
family member or appointed guardian.
Will you be providing transport from the
airport?
Yes. Dedicated school transport will be
provided for students arriving at London
Heathrow airport on 15th and 16th August
for those students who have chosen to
spend their required quarantine period with
us. We will also be collecting students from
London Heathrow on 1st and 2nd
September. On each occasion there will be
several collection times. Please advise us of
your arrival times and flight numbers in
order to facilitate this collection.
Will my child’s UK visa still be valid if
they do not arrive at the normal start of
term?
Yes. Please contact our registrar, Rachel
Debenham, on the following email address
if you have any queries about your visa
requirements:
admissions@wellington-school.org.uk
Is there a charge for Covid testing?
No. If it is needed, Covid testing will be
carried out by the NHS and is free of
charge.

Contact
Please do not hesitate to get in touch with Rachel
Debenham, Laura Tabb or Susie Luxton if you
have any further queries or concerns.
Rachel Debenham (Registrar)
+441823 668803
admissions@wellington-school.org.uk
Laura Tabb (Head of Boarding)
+441823 668812
l.tabb@wellington-school.org.uk
Susie Luxton (Headmaster’s PA)
+441823 668823
headmastersoffice@wellington-school.org.uk

