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On January 2, 2012, Carla J. Santorno began the leadership role as superintendent-elect (interim) 
and on September 13, 2012, she became the Superintendent for the Tacoma School District.

Carla J. Santorno got her start in education in Denver, Colorado.  Born in Kansas, Mrs. Santorno 
attended Denver Public Schools, where she later spent 28 years of her career as a teacher, principal, 
and area superintendent.  Prior to coming to Tacoma, she worked as the chief academic officer for 
the Seattle School District.

Her primary goal as superintendent is to increase student achievement.  She intends to stay close 
to teachers and provide them the support they need to effectively educate Tacoma’s students. 
Connecting with all the players in the district – from parents to teachers, food service workers 
and custodial staff, is part of Mrs. Santorno’s vision to create aligned focus from classroom to 
classroom, and school to school. 

She has strong, solid, urban experience, and has had success in student achievement in other 
districts. She believes strongly in communication and community connection. The first person in 
her family to graduate from high school, she has learned personally how powerful education can 
be, and she wants to ensure all children have the same opportunities.

Debbie Winskill
Elected in 2007

Term expires in November 2019
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Office of the Washington State Auditor 
Pat McCarthy 

 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

 
February 23, 2018 

Board of Directors 
Tacoma School District No. 10 
Tacoma, Washington 

REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major fund 
and the aggregate remaining fund information of Tacoma School District No. 10, Pierce County, 
Washington, as of and for the year ended August 31, 2017, and the related notes to the financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the District’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of 
contents.   

 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements  

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error.   

 
Auditor’s Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit.  We did not 
audit the financial statements of The Sound Partnership, which represents 90 percent, 92 percent and 
100 percent, respectively, of the assets, net position and revenues of the aggregate remaining fund 
information. Those statements were audited by other auditors, whose report has been furnished to us, 
and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for The Sound Partnership, is based solely 
on the report of the other auditors. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 



 

 

the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  The financial statements of the Sound 
Partnership were not audited in accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error.  In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the District’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the District’s internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial 
statements.   

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinions. 

 

Opinion 

In our opinion, based on our audit and the report of other auditors, the financial statements referred to 
above present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental 
activities, each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information of Tacoma School District 
No. 10, as of August 31, 2017, and the respective changes in financial position and, where applicable, 
cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America. 

 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management’s 
discussion and analysis and required supplementary information listed in the table of contents be 
presented to supplement the basic financial statements.  Such information, although not a part of the 
basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers 
it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic or historical context.  We have applied certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information 
and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic 
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements.  
We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited 
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 



 

 

Supplementary and Other Information 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise the District’s basic financial statements.  The accompanying information listed as supplemental 
data on pages 88 through 109 is presented for the purposes of additional analysis and is not a required 
part of the basic financial statements.  Such information is the responsibility of management and was 
derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the 
financial statements.  This information has been subjected to auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling 
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.  In our opinion, the information 
is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole. 

The Introductory and Statistical Sections are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a 
required part of the basic financial statements of the District.  Such information has not been subjected 
to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, accordingly, we do 
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on it. 

 

OTHER REPORTING REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS  

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we will also issue our report dated February 23, 
2018, on our consideration of the District’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements and other 
matters.  That report will be issued under separate cover in the District’s Single Audit Report.  The 
purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting 
and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal control over 
financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards in considering the District’s internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance. 

Sincerely, 

 

Pat McCarthy 

State Auditor 

Olympia, WA 
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Tacoma School District No. 10

Government-Wide Financial Statements

The government-wide financial statements consist of the Statement of Net Position 
and the Statement of Activities.

These statements report all financial and capital resources of the primary government 
as a whole, except for the fiduciary funds of the primary government that are fiduciary 
in nature.

The Statement of Net Position displays the “assets plus deferred outflows less 
liabilities plus deferred inflows equal net position” format.

The Statement of Activities presents governmental activities by function, at 
the level of detail required in the governmental fund statement of revenues, 
expenditures, and changes in fund balances.

The government-wide financial statements were prepared using the economic resources 
measurement focus and the actual basis of accounting.
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Tacoma School District No. 10

Governmental Fund Financial Statements

The governmental fund financial statements consist of major governmental funds:

 1.  General Fund
 2.  Special Revenue Fund (Associated Student Body Fund)
 3.  Debt Service Fund
 4.  Capital Projects Fund
 5.  Transportation Vehicle Fund

The governmental funds focus primarily on the sources, uses, and balances of current 
financial resources and the modified accrual basis of accounting.
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Tacoma School District No. 10

Proprietary Fund (The Sound Partnership)

The Sound Partnership is the District’s internal service fund and reported in the 
proprietary fund in accordance with the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) Statement No. 10 (Risk Financing). 
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Tacoma School District No. 10

Fiduciary Funds Financial Statements

The fiduciary funds financial statements include the Private-Purpose Trust Fund.  The 
fiduciary funds financial statements focus on net position and changes in net position.

Private-Purpose Trust Fund reports all trust arrangements under which 
principal and income benefit individuals, private organizations, or other 
governments.
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Tacoma School District No. 10

Notes to the Financial Statements

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of the basic financial 
statements.  The notes focus on the primary government, especially its governmental 
activities and major funds.

 Note 1 Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
 Note 2 Deposits and Investments
 Note 3 Interfund Transactions
 Note 4 Changes in Capital Assets
 Note 5 Construction in Progress
 Note 6 Pensions and Nongovernmental Pension Plans
 Note 7 Long-Term Debt
 Note 8 Commitments Under Leases
 Note 9 Risk Management
 Note 10 Reconciliation between Government-wide Financial 
   Statements and Governmental Fund Financial Statements
 Note 11 Fund Equity (Governmental Funds)
 Note 12 Contingent Liabilities
 Note 13 Litigation
 Note 14 Subsequent Events
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Tacoma School District No. 10

Required Supplemental Information Notes

Schedules A-1 and A-2
The required supplemental information presents budgetary comparison (original and 
final budget), actual inflows and outflows, and balances for the general fund and each 
major fund.

Schedule A-3
The amounts reported in the OPEB Schedule of Funding Progress are determined by 
an actuarial study performed every two years.  The district updates the actuarial table 
in the year between the actuarial studies.

Two new schedules are presented for the district’s net pension liability, as required 
by GASB 68.  The district has no independent ability to fund or satisfy this pension 
liability outside of Washington State’s legislatively adopted contribution rates as they 
currently exist or may be adopted in the future.  Assessments now and in the future, 
are made based upon the annual qualified worker compensation and are paid by both 
the district, as the employer, and its employees.

Schedule A-4
The required supplementary information identified in the Schedule of the District’s 
Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability are presented for each plan the 
district participates in.  The amounts reported in the schedule are determined as of the 
June 30 measurement date of the collective net pension liability.

Schedule A-5
The amounts reported in the Schedules of District Contributions are determined as of 
the district’s fiscal year ending August 31.

Schedule A-6
This required supplemental information presents the district’s total contributions for 
each year and for each non-governmental defined benefit plan the district participates 
in.















Tacoma School District No. 10

Supplemental Data

Supplemental data includes financial statements and schedules not required by the 
Governmental Accounting Standard Board (GASB), nor a part of the basic financial 
statements, but are presented for purposes of additional analysis.
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Statistical Section

Statistical Section
A – Financial Trends
 I. Net Position by Component
 II. Changes in Net Position
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 VIII. Assessed Value of Taxable Property and Property Tax Rates
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Board of Directors
Andrea Cobb, President

Scott Heinze, Vice President
Karen Vialle 

Debbie Winskill

Carla J. Santorno, Superintendent

Tacoma Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of 
a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights 
Coordinator: Lisa Nolan, 253-571-1252, lnolan@tacoma.k12.wa.us; Title IX Coordinator: James Neil, 253-571-1123, jneil@
tacoma.k12.wa.us; and 504 Coordinator: Elementary, Steven Mondragon, smondra@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-571-1173; 
Secondary, Jon Bell, jbell2@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-571-1225. Address: P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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