Dear Student and Parent,
Welcome to an incredible learning experiences to begin your high school career. Many students take
this course without any real understanding of what geography is. While maps are one of the tools a
geographer uses geography is much more than memorizing locations. AP Human Geography is
sometimes described as the “why of where”. It is the systematic study of patterns and processes that
have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Simply put, geographers
seek to explain why the world is the way it is today, and why things happen where they happen.
PRECAUTIONARY WARNING: Students who are used to earning A's in middle school with little to no
outside reading or studying and continue those habits in this class risk getting C's or below. While class
expectations are high, we will help you transition to high school and AP classes. Our goal is to make you
a better student and prepare you for college. You will be repeatedly challenged, but you will also be
supported. This class is meant to give you a solid base to further your academic career especially.
Together we can have a great year if you will take on the challenge to work hard and put forth the
required effort. You should check your grades often. Do not hesitate to ask questions.
Expectations of you as an APHG Student:
• You need to be a very good reader. We use a college textbook and college-level reading.
• You need to be a very good writer; a high level of writing is expected from all students in the
course.
• You need to take notes in class and at home.
• You need to be self-motivated; there will be frequent assigned readings to be completed
outside of class.
• You need to be an independent worker and be able to manage your studies.
• You need to be very comfortable participating in and leading class discussions and presenting
to your teachers and peers.
• You need to be able to be mature and be able to handle mature material-we will be discussing
many fascinating but sometimes troubling topics.
Please feel free to contact via email at Gwilcox@duncanvilleisd.org if you have questions. I look forward
to having you in class this year.

Sincerely,

Glynn Wilcox

Part I: Create a letter of Introduction telling me about your self
Letter of Introduction Assignment
For your first assignment this year, you are to write a letter of introduction to me describing the type of
person and student you are. In this letter, you should include the following:
•

•

•

•
•

Background information: This may include any relevant personal information you think I should
or would like to know about you. You might include where you have grown up, moves you’ve
made, and activities you enjoy doing outside school.
Your opinion of yourself as a student: Be honest. If you hate English, then tell me, but tell me
why! Be sure to include what your strengths and weaknesses as a student are. What are your
favorite subjects? What kind of grades have you made in the past? What are your work habits
and attitude about school?
Your expectations of this class and me: What do you expect to get out of this class? Is there
some particular area of English you would like me to cover this year? Is there a particular area in
English that you really don’t enjoy? How do you learn best: are you a visual, auditory, or
kinesthetic learner?
Your goals for this year: What do you plan to do this year? Is your goal simply to pass or actually
to do well? Do you plan to participate in a sport or other extracurricular activity?
Finally, tell me one long-term goal you have. This is a goal you would like to accomplish after
middle school and/or high school. Also, tell me why this goal is important to you.

Please carefully follow these instructions: (points will be deducted for not following directions)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use at least 5 paragraphs, and indent each paragraph. Paragraphs must consist of at least 5
sentences.
Use complete sentences, correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and appropriate language.
Your letter must be a minimum of 1 full page in length.
You will turn in this assignment sheet with your letter.
Your letter must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font or printed neatly in blue or black
ink on one side of the page only.
This is your first grade for the semester. No letters will be accepted late.

Rubric for Letter of Introduction

Standard

Possible
Points

Is a minimum of 1 full
page in length

5

Is typed, double-spaced
with appropriate font or
printed neatly in
blue/black ink on one side
of page

5

Has at least 5 indented
paragraphs with a
minimum of 5
sentences each

10

Covers all required
topics: background
information, your
opinion of yourself as a
student, your
expectations of the class
and me, your
short-term goals, your
long-term goals

60

Follows appropriate
standard grammar and
usage rules with limited
errors (there must be
evidence of conscious
and deliberate effort to
proofread for errors)

20

Your Points and My Comments if
Necessary

Your score: ____________________

Part II. Complete the included maps.
Part III: Directions
1. Complete the included maps in this packet. This should start to familiarize you with countries
and regions. You may use any resource you like to gather the information.
A. Label the countries of the African continent.
B. Label the countries of the continent of Asia.
C. Label the countries of the Australian/Oceania.
D. Complete the provinces of Canada
E. Label the countries of the Caribbean
F. Label the physical world
G. Label the countries of Europe
H. Label the countries of North America
I. Label the countries of South America
J. Label the States of the U.S.A.
K. Label the Countries of the Middle East.
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