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PROJECT BACKGROUND

The University of Connecticut (UConn) West Hartford campus
is a 58-acre property bounded by Trout Brook Drive, Asylum
Avenue, and Lawler Road. In August of 2015 UConn
announced plans to vacate its West Hartford campus and
relocate its operations to a new campus in Downtown
Hartford. The relocation was completed in August 2017.

In the summer of 2016, UConn and the Town of West Hartford
entered into a purchase agreement for the campus subject
to a due diligence period. This due diligence period was
extended several times ending in December 2017. During the
due diligence period, the town conducted survey work,
delineated wetlands, assessed environmental conditions, and
conducted development analysis based on current zoning.
Due to concerns over environmental contamination and
liability associated with an undefined environmental cleanup,
the Town Council voted to terminate the purchase
agreement with UConn in December 2017. UConn has
subsequently begun marketing the property to prospective
buyers and is “willing to consider a sale to any buyer for any
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use.

PROJECT PURPOSE

While the Town is not moving forward with purchasing the
UConn campus, it nonetheless has a role to play in shaping
the future of the property. The Town Council, as the Town's
chief land use authority, is responsible for approving any
changes to the zoning regulations that may be required for
development to take place. The Town Council has affirmed its
commitment to conducting a robust public outreach process
to understand community sentiment regarding the future
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use of the campus. The results of the community
engagement process have informed the town as they
develop a vision statement for the property. The vision
statement will assist UConn in marketing the property, will
inform prospective developers, and will guide the Town
Council in its future land use decisions.
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