CHC
Parent Teacher Fellowship

Dear Homeroom Parent (HRP),

This booklet contains a number of ideas for games, snacks, crafts, lessons, and
service ideas to use in the classroom. The use of these ideas is completely
optional.

There is a summary list of ideas sorted by activity (craft, lesson, game, snack,
service, and general) with reference to a page number. Please remember to
review ideas with the teacher as needed. Service projects may require advanced
planning.

The ideas are from reproducible books and previous HRPs. Copies may be made
for use within CHCA Lower School.

If you have an idea to add to the booklet, please fill out the “blank party idea”
form and send to Jessica Snyder (jessicasnyderl@gmail.com) We would like to
have any of your comments/feedback on the ideas provided (see
comment/feedback form).

We appreciate your willingness to volunteer.
Thank you,
CHCA PTF
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Event (s): Type:

Activity:

Bible Reference:

Scripture
Reference:

Christmas|Craft  |Chrismon The Name above all Names Philippians 2: 9-11 18
Christmas|Craft  |Christmas Candle The Reason for the Season Hebrews 12:2 19
Christmas|Craft |Christmas Kit and Christmas Story 2 Corinthians 9:15 22
Video
Christmas|Craft  |Christmas Wreath  |Nothing is impossible with God |Luke 1: 37 29
Christmas|Craft |Foam Candle Jesus is the Light of the World  |[John 8:12 44
Christmas|Craft |Foam Holly Wreath |Peace on Earth Luke 2: 13-14 65
Christmas|Craft |Foam Manger Jesus was born in Bethlehem Luke 2: 4-7 72
Christmas|Craft |Foam Mary An angel told Mary she would Luke 1:30-33 76
give birth to God's son
Christmas|Craft |Foam Pine Tree Wise men gave Jesus giftsand  |Matthew 2: 11 84
worshipped Him
Christmas|Craft |Foam Shepherd An Angel told shepherds thata |Luke 2:10-11 91
Savior had been born
Christmas|Craft |Foam Snowman God tells the snow when to fall |Job 37:6 95
Christmas|Craft  |Gabriel Macaroni Pin|Gabriel announces Jesus’ birth to|Luke 1: 26-38 110
Mary
Christmas|Craft |Gingerbread Magi |Magi come from the East Matthew 2: 1-2 118
Men
Christmas|Craft |God's Gift Worship: to show love andlRomans 12:1 119
respect
Christmas|Craft |Good News Angel |The news about Jesus' birth Luke 2:10 123
Christmas|Craft  |Happy Birthday Pin |Jesus is born Luke 2:11 125
Christmas|Craft  |King’s Crown Jesus is King 1 Timothy 6: 14-16 | 146
Christmas|Craft |Magi gift bag Magi present Jesus with their Matthew 2:11 148
gifts
Christmas|Craft  |Miniature Poinsettia |The desert rejoices in the Savior [Isaiah 35: 1-2 150
Christmas|Craft  |Paper Clip Heavenly |Angels praise God Luke 2: 13-14 158
Host
Christmas|Craft |Reindeer Candy Cane|God strengthens us Psalm 18: 32-33 181
Christmas|Craft  |Rock Trivet Jesus is our Rock Matthew 7: 24-27 | 185
Christmas|Craft |Sheep Lollipop We are His sheep John 10: 14-16 188
Christmas|Craft  |Shepherd Treat Jesus is the Good Shepherd John 10:11 191
Holder
Christmas|Craft  |Snowflake Fleece Put on love Colossians 3: 12-14 | 193

Scarf
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Christmas|Craft  |Spicy Scented We are th aroma of Christ 2 Corinthians 2:15 | 194
Coasters

Christmas|Craft  |Star of Bethlehem |The star leads the wise mento |Matthew 2:2 196
Pencil Topper Jesus

Christmas|Craft |The Greatest Gift God's gift to us 2 Corinthians 9:15 | 203

Easter Craft  |Colorful Cross of Jesus died to save them from Psalm 13:5 31

Salvation

their sins

Event (s): Activity: Bible Reference: Scripture
Reference:
Easter Craft |Foam Cross God sent Jesus so that we can  {John 3:16 52
live in Heaven someday
Easter Craft |Foam Easter Lily God raised Jesus from the death |Acts 2:32 55
back to life
Easter Craft |Foam Open Tomb |Jesus rose from the dead Matthew 28:6 58
Easter Craft |Foam Palm Branch |People praised Jesus Matthew 21: 8-9 80
Necklace
Easter Craft  |Jesus Lives Pin Jesus Lives! Psalm 147:5 136
Easter Craft  |Rock of Salvation God is the "Rock of Our Psalm 95:1 184
Stones Salvation"
General |Craft |Be Glad Mobile Remind children to praise God |Psalm 118:24 6
during the sunny days and thank
Him for helping them through
the stormy days
General |Craft |Caring Headband A Caring Heart Matthew 25:40 13
General |Craft |Cele-bracelets Celebrate and proclaim the Psalm 145:7 16
goodness of the Lord
General |Craft |Courage Necklace |Be strongand courageous Joshua 1:9 37
General |Craft |Cross Plague Mercy James 5:11 38
General |Craft |Dad Rocks! Paper Compassion Psalm 145:9 39
Weight
General |Craft |Decoupage Vase Respect: honor your father and |Ephesians 6:2 40
mother
General |Craft |Foam Kite Jesus is the only way to Heaven |John 14: 2-6 68
General |Craft |Foam Lily God made everything beautiful |Ecclesiastes 3:11 103
General |Craft |Foam Teapot | thank God when | remember|Philippians 1:3 99
you
General |Craft |Forgiveness Remember to forgive others Colossians 3:13 106

Backpack
Buddy
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General |Craft |God's House magnet|Let us not give up meeting Hebrews 10:25 120
together
General |Craft |HangIn There Persevere James 1:12 124
General |Craft |Joyful Centerpiece |Joy: to be happy in all situations |1 Thessalonians| 141
5:16
General |Craft |Joyful Sound Joyful music to praise God Psalm 150:4 143
Tambourine
General |Craft |Lost Sheep Game Search: to look carefully to find |John 10:11 147
something
General |Craft |Musical Chimes Listening to God 1 Samuel 3:10 151
General |Craft |Pencil Toppers Sharing Generously 2 Corinthians 9:11 | 159
General |Craft |Personal Size White |Bible: God's book that instructs [Psalm 119:11 160
Boards us how to live
General |Craft |Praise Pockets Praise God for His Word Psalm 119:171 162
General |Craft |Praise Prayer Card |Praise cards for kids to use each |Psalm 3:4 167

Holder

day

Event (s):

Activity:

Bible Reference:

Scripture
Reference:

General |Craft |Praise Pyramids Remind children of many Psalm 16:7 170
reasons to praise God

General |Craft |Psalm 23 Fan Booklet/Praising God for being a good Psalm 23:1 174
shepherd to his people

General |Craft |Scratchy Paintings |Wisdom: to think and act in right |Proverbs 19:20 186
ways that show love and
obedience to God

General |Craft |Smiley Face Door God loves us 1John 4:10 192

Hanger

General |Craft |Sunshine Hands Shine for God Psalm 139:14 198

General |Craft |Verse Pouch Humility: to think of others Philippians 2:3 209
before yourselp, instead of being
selfish

General |Craft |Works of Wonder |Encourage children to praise Psalm 66:3 214

Booklet God's wonder works in each

other

Harvest |Craft |Foam Cornucopia Give thanks to Him and Praise/Psalm 100:4 48
Him

Harvest |[Craft [Foam Pumpkin God makes His light shine in us |2 Corinthians 4:6 87

Harvest |[Craft |Thanksgiving Tree |Giving thanks 1 Thessalonians 200

5:18
Valentine |Craft |Foam Hanging HeartsGod loves us 1John 4:11 62
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Valentine |Craft  |Heart Hanger Love for God 1John 5:3 126
Valentine |Craft  |Heart of Praise Encourage them to store Psalm 119:11 127
Scripture in their hearts
Valentine |Craft  |Heart Plaque Create in me a pure heart Psalm 51:10 131
Valentine |Craft  |Marble Valentine Honor: to show sincere respect [Romans 12:10 149
for someone
Christmas|Game |Build a Stable Relay |Jesus was born in a stable Luke 2:7 10
Christmas|Game |Camels and Donkeys |Traveling to Bethlehem Luke 2: 4-5 11
Christmas|Game |Christmas Go Fish Love for others Psalm 130:7; Luke 20
2:1-20
Christmas|Game |Christmas Hunt Finding Jesus Psalm 9:1; Luke 21
2:2238
Christmas|Game |Christmas Scrolls Celebrate Jesus' birth Luke 2:1-20 23
Christmas|Game |Christmas Tree Relay|Worship God Luke 2:1-20 28
Christmas|Game |Coin Toss God's faithfulness Matthew 2:1-12 30
Christmas|Game |Escape to Egypt Joseph, Mary, and Jesus flee Matthew 2: 13-15 43
from Judea
Christmas|Game |Journey toWe can worship God Matthew 2:1-16; 138
Bethelhem John 8:12
Event (s): Type: Activity: Bible Reference: Scripture
Reference:
Christmas|Game |No Room at the Inn |Jesus knew rejection even before|Luke 2: 7, Mark 10: | 153
He was born, but He makes 13-16
room for all children in His
kingdom.
Christmas|Game |Ring Toss The season when people get Isaiah 9:1-7; Micah | 183
ready to celebrate the birth of |5:2-4
Jesus, the promised Savior, is
called Advent.
Christmas|Game |Sheep on the Hillside|Shepherds watch their flock Luke 2:8 189
Christmas|Game |Shepherd Relay The birth of God’s Son, Jesus, the|Luke 2:1-20; 1 John | 190
Savior, is reason for the whole  |4:9
world to celebrate!
Christmas|Game |The Call from King |King Herod summons the Wise |Matthew 2: 7-8 201
Herod! Men
Christmas|Game |The Census in Joseph and Mary register in Luke 2:1-5 202
Bethlehem Bethlehem
Easter Game |Full of Life Jesus death and resurrection Mark 16:1-7 109
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Easter Game |He's Alive! Relay Jesus is alive Matthew 28:1-10; 133
Mark 16:1-11; Luke
24:1-12; John 20
Easter Game |Palm Branch Pass People praised Him by waving  |Matthew 21:1-17; | 155
palm branches in the air Mark 11:1-11; Luke
19:28-40; John
12:1219
Easter Game |Palm Branch Pickup | When Jesus was entering Matthew 21:1-17; | 156
Jerusalem, people gave Him Mark 11:1-11; Luke
praise by covering the ground 19:28-40; John
with branches from palm trees. |12:1219
Easter Game |Resurrection Toss |God’s promise of salvation came |Matthew 28; Mark | 182
true in Jesus’ death and 16; Luke 24; John 20
resurrection.
General |Game |ABCs Any Any
General |Game |Add-a-Fruit relay Fruits of the Spirit Galatians 5:22-23
General |Game |After You Putting others first Luke 18:9-14;
Philippians 2:3
General |Game |All Strung Up God's love is for everyone Acts 10
General |Game |Amazing Feet Serve one another John 13:1-17 5
General |Game |Bread, Basket, Fish |Giving to Jesus Mark 6:30-44; John | 9
6:1-15
General |Game |Compassion Corners |Show His love and compassion to|Luke 10:25-37 33
others
General |Game |Connectthe Part Good to obey God Psalm 119:60 34
General |Game |Courage Collection |Love our enemies 1 Samuel 24; Luke 36

6:27

Event (s): Activity: Bible Reference: Scripture
Reference:
General |Game |Forgiveness Frenzy |God's forgiveness is for everyone|Luke 19:1-10 107
General |Game |Fruit of the SpiritlLearning the qualities of the fruit|Galatians 5:22-23 108
Toss of the Spirit will help you to be a
better friend to others.
General |Game |Helpful Actions We can how faithfulness by Acts 11:19-30 132
using what God gives us to help
others.
General |Game |Joyful Relay Knowing Jesus is alive gives us  |Psalm 95:1; John 20| 142

great joy!
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General |Game |Name Game God created us to know Him and |Genesis 1:26-27; 152
love each other. 2:7,15-23

General |Game |Paper Airplane Fun |Showing mercy and helping Luke 6:36 157
someone who is hurting

General |Game |Practice, Practice! |The more we pray, the more we |Daniel 6 161
get to know God and the ways in
which we can love and obey Him.

General |Game |Prayer Hop Jesus taught us how important it |[Matthew 6:9-13 173
is to pray to God.

General |Game |Quick Slow Switch |Being careful about what we say |James 1:19; 3:3-12 | 180
shows self-control and helps us
be better friends to others.

General |Game |Secret Pass-Off Jesus helps us share what we Acts 3:1-16 187
have to help other people.

General |Game |Stick Together Relay |Faithfulness to others means Colossians 3:15 197
being a friend in good and bad
times.

General |Game |Toe Service One of the ways Jesus showed |John 15:13 207
His love just before He suffered
and died to take the punishment
for our sins was to wash His
disciples’ feet.

General |Game |Verse Bowl God’s patience with us shows us |1 Corinthians 13:7 | 208
how to be patient with others.

General |Game |Watch Your Back We need to be watching for the |Acts 12:1-17; 210
ways He answers. Colossians 4:2

General |Game |WITNESS When the disciples went out and |Acts 1:8 213
“witnessed,” they were telling
others about Jesus.

Harvest |Game |Pumpkin Praise Thanksgiving time reminds us to |Matthew 21:1-17; | 179

give thanks to God for His care
for us.

Mark 11:1-11; Luke
19:28-40; John
12:1219

Event (s):

Activity:

Bible Reference:

Scripture
Reference:

Valentine |Game |Candy Heartrelay |God’s love for us is the greatest |1 Corinthians 13:4 12
love of all.
Valentine |Game |God's Love Love: to show strong affection |1 John 4:10 121

and concern for someone
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Valentine |Game |Overflowing Love Being kind means doing good 1 Thessalonians| 154
things for others without 3:12
expecting anything in return.
Christmas|General|General Christmas |Happy Birthday, Jesus!, Hanging [Various 111
ltems the Greens, Caroling Party,
Christmas Kindness Tree, Sing!,
Sparkling Snowflakes, Star of
Wonder, Welcome Wreath
Christmas|Lesson |Caroling Fun Sing Praises to God Psalm 47:6 14
Christmas|Lesson |Christmas Story Ways to tell the Christmas story |Matthew 2:1-12, 24
Luke 2:1-20
Christmas|Lesson |Don’t Miss the Party!|{Happy Birthday, Jesus! Micah 5:2, Matthew| 41
25:13, John 1: 9-11
Christmas|Lesson |God’s Messengers |Angels are God’s messengers Matthew 2: 13-15, | 122
Luke 1: 26-35, 2:
815
Christmas|Lesson |Immanuel Jesus has many names Matthew 1:23 134
Christmas|Lesson [J.0.Y. Jesus, Others, You Mark 12: 30-31 139
Christmas|Lesson |Jesus Came for Jesus came for all people Matthew 2: 1-2, 135
Everybody Luke 2:10
Christmas|Lesson |Spread the News We can look at the shepherds as |Luke 2: 8-18 195
a model for sharing Christ. They
heard the Good News from the
angels, sought out and found
Jesus for themselves and then
told
everyone what they had
discovered.
Christmas|Lesson |The Light of the Jesus shines through believers |Matthew 5: 14-16, | 204
World John 8:12
Christmas|Lesson |Why a Baby? God became incarnate as a baby |Isaiah 9: 6-7, John 211
in an ordinary family, rather than|1:14
as a temporal king, military
leader or priest.
Christmas|Lesson |Worship the King The wise men's visit to the Christ |Psalm 95:6, 217
Child demonstrates different Matthew 2:9-11
ways to worship.
Christmas|Lesson |Wrapping Gifts with |Wrapping a gift demonstrates  |Romans 6:23 218

Jesus

important elements of God's free
gift to us: eternal life in Christ
Jesus.
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Event (s):

Christmas

Service

Activity:

The Mitten Tree

Bible Reference:

Give to the least of these

Scripture
Reference:

Matthew 25: 31-40

206

Easter

Service

Baskets of l.i.f.e

Without Easter, Christmas would
be just another birthday!

Romans 12:10

243

General

Service

Adopt a missionary

Your class can "adopt" a
missionary or family and write
letters encouraging them in their
work. This can be done
throughout the year, not just at
holidays. The class can develop a
relationship with the missionary
and also start to develop a world
view of all of God's people.

Matthew 28:18-20

224

General

Service

Candy Treats

Making small bags of treats for
people in poor countries.

Romans 12:10

226

General

Service

Eyeglass cases

This is a great project to do for a
group of residents at a nursing
home. It is also something that
could be done on Grandparent's
Day at school or for a gift for any
holiday.

1 Peter 4:10

219

General

Service

More than warmth

Make a quilt for a child in need
from Sudan.

Romans 12:13

221

General

Service

Postcards

Create bundles of postcards to
give as gifts.

John 13:34-35

228

General

Service

Birdfeeders

Make bird feeders or bird houses
and deliver to a nursing home or
assisted living center to put

outside of the residents windows

Acts 20:35

230

General

Service

Birthday bags for
shelters

center to put outside of the
residents windows

Hebrews 13:2

233

General

Service

Foot soaks

Making a personal bag of foot
soak for the teachers and all of
the staff at the school. This
could also be made for arents as
a gift or thank-you.

John 13:14-17

235
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General

Service

Ronald McDonald

Pack a snack bag or sack breakfast
for the families of children
hospitalized at

Children's Hospital and staying at
the Ronald McDonald House.

Romans 12:10

237

General

Service

Snackbags for
children in shelters

Make snack bags for children

living in homeless shelters.

Matthew 25:35-36

239

Event (s):

Activity:

Bible Reference:

Scripture
Reference:

General |Service |Window washing Serving the staff and teachers of [Romans 12:10 241
the school by washing their car
windows.
Christmas|Snack |Cornflake Wreath  |Jesus never changes Hebrews 13:8 35
Christmas|Snack |John the Baptist’s |John the Baptist preaches Matthew 3: 1-6 137
Snack Mix repentance
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Dated 9/3/2010 Page 1

Lesson 11

Getting Active

What You Need
bowls

alphabet-shaped cereal

What You Do

1. Pour a large amount of cereal into two bowls. Place bowls on the far side of the
playing area.

2. Divide group into two teams. Children line up in the playing area, across from the
bowls of cereal letters.

3. At your signal, the first child on each team moves quickly to his or her team’s bowl
of cereal letters and digs through it to find a T. Child returns to team with letter.
The next child moves to the bowl and searches for an I. Relay continues in this
manner with each child finding the next letter of the word “tithe” Teams try to
form the word “tithe” as many times as possible. Play as time permits.

4. Children from the team who formed the word “tithe” the most times wins.

© 2007 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. The Big Book of Bible Lessons for Crafty Kids
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Kdd-a-Fruit Relay

Bible Focus » Galatians 5:22-23

Materials
Bibles, white paper, marker, colored paper, butcher Q
paper, masking tape, scissors, pencils. *

Preparation
Draw a fruit shape (apple, banana, orange, pear, lemon,
etc.) on white paper. Shape should be large enough for ,
students to write on. Photocopy onto colored paper. On —
a sheet of butcher paper, draw the outline of a large
leafy tree. Attach the paper to the wall or place it on
the floor on one side of the playing area.

Lead the Game

1. Growing the fruit of the Spirit in our lives begins
with love for God. Let’s play a game to learn more
about the fruit of the Spirit!

2. Divide group into equal teams. Each student cuts out
a fruit shape. Read Galatians 5:22-23 aloud. Assign each student the name of one of
the fruit of the Spirit to write on his or her shape, referring to verses in Bibles.
Students then attach masking-tape loops to the backs of their shapes.

3. Teams line up In single-file lines across the room from the tree. At your signal, stu-
dents on each team take turns running to the tree, attaching shape to it, returning
to team and tagging the next student in line. Play continues until each student has
attached a fruit shape. Have teams sit down as they finish.

4. Ask a volunteer from the first team that finished to answer one of the Discussion
Questions below or to recite Galatians 5:22-23. Repeat relay and continue discus-
sion as time allows.

Option

To simplify preparation, each student draws a fruit on a Post-it Note and writes hame
of a fruit of the Spirit on the note. Students use Post-it Notes instead of fruit shapes
in relay.

Piscussion Questions
1. Which of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23 are most needed by Kids your age?

2. How has someone you know shown a fruit of the Spirit?

3. When might a kid your age show love? Patience? Joy? Repeat with other fruit of
the Spirit as time allows.

© 2006 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. The Really Big Book of Bible Games Back to Index 209
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MUINRE L = \ /3
Kties You
Bible Focus » Luke 18:9-14; Philippians 2:3

Materials
Bibles, one tube sock for each pair of students.

Lead the Game

1. Jesus told a story about a person who humbly
asked God for mercy. When we care about others,
we remember God’s love for them, and our humble ‘
and gentle attitudes help us not look down on them. —
Let’s each practice a humble attitude by putting others
first in our game todavy.

2. Students form pairs. Pairs stand on one side of the
playing area.

3. Give each pair a tube sock. Partners hold sock
between them, each with one hand on the sock.
Pairs practice stepping over the sock, one foot
at a time, without letting go of the sock.

4. To begin game, students stand at one side of the
playing area. At your signal, one student in the pair
says “After you,” and his or her partner takes a step, putting one foot
and then the other over the sock. Then the partner who stepped says “After you,”
and the other partner takes a turn. Students continve in this manner, moving across
the playing area and back.

5. After all pairs have returned to the starting area, ask the pair who finished first
to answer one of the Discussion Questions below, or play several more rounds and
then lead the discussion.

Piscussion Questions
1. What are some examples of a humble and gentle attitude? (Letting others go first.
Not thinking you are better than anyone else. Listening carefully when others speak.)

2. Ask an older student to read Philippians 2:3 aloud. What does this verse say about
having a humble attitude? (Don’t do things because you are trying to get some-
thing for yourself or because you think you are better than other people. Don’t
spend too much time thinking about yourself.)

3. When we have humble attitudes, we don’t spend our time comparing ourselves
to others. What should we think about instead? (Ways to love God and others.
How we can help others.)

2]8 Back to Index © 2006 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. The Really Big Book of Bible Games
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K Sivung Yp

!
Y
Bible Focus » dcts 10

Materials
Bibles, ball of yarn of the same size for every
4 to 6 students.

Lead the Game

1. God showed Peter how His love was for everyone
in the world. Because God’s love is for everyone,
not just for people like us, we need to accept all
kinds of people. Let’s play a game in which we
work together with people who might be differ-
ent from us in some ways.

Ce Y
)

2. Students number off to form teams of four
to six players. Teams form single-file lines
in center of the playing area, leaving plenty O
of space between teams.

3. Give the first student in each line a ball of
yarn. The first student holds the end of the
yarn to his or her stomach with one hand
and then passes the rest to the next student
in line. Students continue passing yarn to stu-
dent at end of line who wraps it around his or
her back and passes it back to the front of the line. Passing continues until stu-
dents have wrapped themselves (from the waist down) with the entire ball of yarn.
(Note: Students should stand as close together as possible to speed up the wrap-
ping process.) The first team to finish names a way to accept other people who
are different from them or a way to share God’s love with people
who are different.

Piscussion Questions
1. What are some ways the people on your team are different from each other?
(Hair color. Places we live in. Names. Interests. Ages.)

2. What Kinds of things do all people have in common? (Need air, water, food and
shelter. Loved by God. Jesus died for our sins.)

3. How are we to treat all people, even if they seem different from us? (Love them
in the same way we want to be loved.)

4. What can we do to help all people learn about God’s love? (Pray for them. Tell
them about God’s love. Invite them to church.)

© 2006 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. The Really Big Book of Bible Games Back to Index 219
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E B - = T~ ,
Awmazing Feet
Bible Focus » John 13:1-17

Materials
Bibles, two large sheets of butcher paper, crayons.

Preparation

Place sheets of butcher paper and crayons on the
floor in an open area of the room.

Lead the Game :

1. Jesus showed His love to His disciples and served them by washing their feet dur-
ing the last meal He ate with them. Let’s play a game where we serve each other,
too.

2. All students take off shoes and place them in a large pile on one side of the playing
area. Group students into two equal teams. Assign each team a paper on the floor.

3. Students on each team line up in pairs. At your signal, the first pair in each line
runs to his or her team’s paper. Students trace each others’ feet on the paper
and return to their team. Continve until all students have had their feet traced.

4. When tracing is completed, pairs take turns running to the shoe pile. Students must
find partner’s shoes (with help from partnher as needed) and put shoes on part-
ner’s feet. Game continues until all students have had their feet traced and are
wearing their shoes.

Options
1. If you have more than 14 to 16 students,

form more than two teams and limit
each team to eight students.

2, If a team has an uneven number of
students, play the relay with them.

Piscussion Questions

1. What are some ways Jesus loved and served people when He was here on Earth?
(Healed them. Fed them. Taught them the best way to live. Washed the disciples’
feet.)

2. How does Jesus show love for us today? (Answers our prayers. Promises to always
be with vus.)

3. What are some ways we can show Jesus’ love to people today? (Be patient with
brothers or sisters. Help others at school. Play games fairly.)

200 Back to Index © 2006 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. The Really Big Book of Bible Games
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Bfead, Basket, Fish
Bible Focus » Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-15

Materials
Bibles, large sheet of paper, marker.

Lead the Game

1. When we give to God, He can do great things
with our gifts to Him. A boy once gave his lunch
to Jesus. Jesus used this small lunch to feed a
huge crowd. Let’s play a game to remind us of
the gifts given by this boy.

2. Students form two teams and stand in the @
center of a large playing area. Designate
a safe zone (wall, door, etc.) for each team, bread Fish
one on each end of the playing area. basket

3. Play a large-group version of Rock, Paper, Scissors using the words “bread,” “basket”
and “fish” and these signs: bread—fist, basket—two hands cupped together, fish—two
palms pressed together swimming like a fish. Basket defeats bread because bread is
put into the basket. Bread defeats fish because bread is wrapped around fish for eat-
ing. Fish defeats basket because live fish can flop out of the basket. Write signs and
scoring system on large sheet of paper to which students can refer.

4. Each team huddles near its safe zone and chooses one sign. Then, after moving to the
center of the playing area, all members of each team say “bread, basket, fish” aloud
in unison and show their team’s chosen sign. Winning team chases the losing team back
toward the losing team’s safe zone. Any student who is tagged joins the winning team.
If both teams show the same sign, teams rehuddle and play again. Repeat game as
time permits, with team members taking turns choosing their team’s sign.

Option

Play game in pairs. After the first round, each winner plays another winner and each
loser plays another loser. Game is over when one student has won five rounds. Play
as many games as time and interest allow.

Piscussion Questions
1. What did Jesus do with the boy’s bread and fish?

2. What can we give to God to show love for Him? (Actions that show obedience to
God. Time when we pray to Him or read His Word. Money to help others.)

3. How might God use gifts like these? (Kind action might help someone who is sad
and remind the person of God’s love.)
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Bible Focus » 1 Corinthians 13:4

Materials

Bibles, disposable bowls, small Valentine’s Day
conversation hearts, plastic spoons, sandwich-
sized plastic bags.

Preparation
Place two empty bowls on one side of open area in class- ‘
room. On the other side of the room, place two bowls filled ——
with equal amounts of candy.

Lead the Game

1. God’s love for us is the greatest love of all. On Valentine’s Day, people talk a lot
about love, send cards and eat candy; but often they forget God’s love! Let’s play
a game with candy to celebrate God’s love!

2. Group students into two teams. Teams line up by empty bowls. Give the first stu-
dent on each team a spoon.

3. At your signal, the first student on each team walks quickly to his or her team’s bowl of
candy, fills spoon with candy and returns with the candy, dumping candy into team’s
empty bowl. If student drops any candy, student picks it up and returns to the candy
bowl to begin again with new candy. (Students throw away dropped candy.) Next stu-
dent in line repeats the action. Play continues until both teams have transferred all
candies from one bowl to the other. Volunteer from the first team to complete the
relay answers one of the Discussion Questions below. Repeat relay as time permits.

4. Students take home candy in plastic bags.

Option
Limit number of students on each team to six. If you have more

than 12 students, form additional teams and provide additional
materials.

Piscussion Questions

1. What are some ways God’s love is different than the love
people have for one another? (God always loves us ho matter
what. We don’t have to do anything to earn God’s love for us. God’s love is shown
by His forgiveness of our sins.)

2. Have an older student read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 aloud. How do these verses de-
scribe love? Volunteers name characteristics. These are the ways God loves us!

3. What are some ways we can show God’s love to others?
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Lesson 8
Getling Crafty
Caring Headband
What Each Child Needs

8-inch (20.5-cm) square of pink or light-
colored craft foam

pencil

permanent marker

scissors

6x12-inch (15x30.5-cm) piece of craft
foam (any color)

stapler

craft glue

various craft foam cutouts or sequins

What Each Child Does

1. Using a pencil, draw a large heart shape on the pink or light-colored craft foam.
Write “I have a caring heart!” on the heart with a permanent marker. Cut out the
heart shape.

2. Cut the other piece of craft foam in half lengthwise. Lay the pieces end to end and
have an adult help you staple them together in the middle to form one long band.
Glue the heart in place in the center of the band covering the staples.

3. Glue pieces of craft foam or sequins to the headband to decorate it as much as
you like.

4. With an adult’s help, when the headband has had time to dry, measure it around
your head and staple the ends together.
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Lesson 49

Getling Crafty

Christmas Candle

What Each Child Needs

newspaper

4-inch (10-cm) clay saucer

acrylic paint in assorted Christmas colors
paintbrushes

3-inch (7.5-cm) pillar candle

Christmas stickers

letter stickers

optional—various sizes of candles and

saucers

What Each Child Does

1. Spread newspaper over your work area. Paint the clay saucer with one color and
set it aside to dry. (Optional: If you have provided candles and saucers in a variety
of sizes, help each child choose a candle and saucer that fit together.)

2. Decorate candle with stickers. Consider spelling a message on the candle like
“Jesus is the Reason.”

3. Use other paint colors to paint details on the saucer. After saucer is dry (about 15
minutes), place the candle in the saucer.

4. Take your candle home and place on your dinner table. With your mom or dad,
light the candle as a reminder that Jesus is our focus at Christmas. (Optional:
Make an extra candle to give as a Christmas gift to someone special.)
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Bible Focus » Psalm 130:7; Luke 2:1-20

Materials

Bibles, large sheet of paper, marker, index cards
(six for each student), pencils; optional—Christmas
stickers.

Preparation
Print Psalm 130:7 on large sheet of paper, drawing lines ‘
to divide the verse into six sections. —

Lead the Game

1. Give each student six index cards. Students copy verse onto cards, dividing verse
as shown on large sheet of paper (see sketch). (Optional: Students decorate cards
with Christmas stickers.) Collect all cards and shuffle them together.

2. Lead students in playing a game similar to Go Fish. Place all cards facedown in a pile.
Each student takes a turn to choose four cards. Students look at their cards to see
what they need in order to complete the verse. First player asks any student for a
card he or she needs. If student has the card, he or she must give the card to the
player, ending the first player’s turn. If student does not have the card, the first play-
er chooses a card from the pile. Play continues until one student has collected all the
words of Psalm 130:7 and places the cards in order faceup on table or floor.

3. Player who won finds Psalm 130:7 in his or her Bible, reads the verse aloud and
tells why Jesus’ birth fulfilled Israel’s hope for love and redemption. Ask the
Discussion Questions below. Repeat game as time permits.

o 1" N ‘ i is urfaili imis full
fsalm |3o.z P%%?:ﬂfgé in the L°rf|t tﬁ%rlz%h ]:,Jve m&gg r?dn;rlnsptfgr_) ,

Option
Gather old Christmas cards. Cut pictures on cards to the same size. Students write
verse on back of picture and use as game cards in the game above.

PDiscussion Questions
1. When might someone your age need to know about God’s love? Need God’s
forgiveness?

2. When might we need help in knowing what to do?

3. How does the meaning of Christmas give you hope? Give an answer before
asking students to respond.
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P , R / Pure
Chrisimas Huni
Bible Focus » Psalm 9:1; Luke 2:22-38

Materials

Bibles, large sheet of paper, marker, small Christmas
object (Christmas sticker on a small piece of paper,
small pinecone or unbreakable ornament or nativity

figure).

Preparation .

Print several prayer starters (for example, “Thank You, God, S
for .. ” and “Jesus, You are .. .”) on the large sheet of paper.

Leave space for students to complete the prayer starters and
write other sentences. Hide the Christmas object somewhere in
your classroom.

Lead the Game [

1. There is a (Christmas sticker) hidden somewhere in the /
classroom. When you see it, quickly sit down in the center /
of the room without telling where the object is. When two £-=

or three students have located the object and are seated,

call the remaining students back to the center of the room. Ask the student who

was the first one seated to bring the object to the center of the room. Review the

story of Simeon and Anna by asking the Discussion Questions below.

b/
|

: :'f"\;

240 no)\‘shSa

2. One way we can show God we are thankful that He sent Jesus to be our Savior is
by telling Him in prayer. Read Psalm 4:1 aloud as a prayer. Show students prayer
starters you prepared. Ask the student who brought the object back to complete
one of the prayer starters, praising Jesus for who He is or thanking God for send-
ing Jesus. Student writes prayer on paper.

3. Students close their eyes while student who wrote prayer hides the object again.
Repeat activity as above. First student seated retrieves the object and writes
another sentence of prayer before hiding the object again. Repeat hiding and
adding sentences to prayer as time allows.

4. Lead students in reading the completed prayer aloud together.

Piscussion Questions
1. Who did Simeon and Anna find at the Temple? (Baby Jesus, the Savior for all people.)

2. What does it mean to say that Jesus is the Savior for all people? (He saves us from
the punishment we deserve for the wrong things we do.)

3. What did Simeon and Anna do when they saw Jesus? (They thanked and praised
God. Told others who Jesus is.)
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Lesson 51

Faith Builders at Home

Parents: Use these ideas to help build your child’s faith, encouraging your child to
become a lifelong follower of Jesus Christ.

“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 2 Corinthians 9:15

Key Word

Gift: Something given to someone else without
expecting to be paid back.

Steppin’ Out

With your family, collect and assemble a Christmas kit that
can be given to a homeless shelter for children. In a Christmas
gift bag, put items such as a package of Christmas stickers, a

children’s book about the first Christmas, Christmas cards
along with envelopes and stamps, Christmas cookies, etc.
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Fun at Home

Videotape your family as you take turns reading or
telling parts of the Christmas story and/or singing
carols. Send the tape as a gift to someone you love
who is far away. (Keep a copy as a special family
memory!)

Quick Pick

Read the Christmas story from
Luke 2:1-20, and then read one or I e e e e e e e e el e e e

[
%
%
&
[

more contemporary Christmas sto-
rybooks. As a family, evaluate the
contemporary books by identifying
which parts of the story match the
biblical version.
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Bible Focus » Luke 2:1-20

Materials
Bibles, masking tape, three large sheets of butcher ;
paper, two lengths of yarn, 3x5-inch (7.5x12.5-cm) &
pieces of red and green construction paper, markers,
two rolls of transparent tape.

Preparation ;
Make a masking-tape line on one side of your classroom. ——

Roll up two of the sheets of butcher paper to make two

scrolls and tie with yarn. ) )

Lead the Game = W =

1. Invite students to list as many ways to celebrate Jesus’ ) ﬁ =
birth as they can (singing Christmas carols, decorat- ‘
ing, making cookies, sending Christmas cards). List ,
ideas on remaining sheet of butcher paper. Each stu- =
dent writes one idea from the list on a piece of red or green paper.

2. Divide class into two teams. (Students keep their own pieces of paper.) Teams line
up behind masking-tape line. Place one scroll and roll of tape opposite each team
on the other side of the room. At your signal, first player on each team runs with
his or her piece of paper to a scroll, unties and unrolls it, then tapes the paper
onto the scroll before rolling it back up and tying it again. Continue until all play-
ers have completed the relay.

3. Two volunteers from the winning team unroll the team’s scroll and hold scroll open
for others to read. One at a time, read aloud the ways of celebrating Jesus’ birth
attached to the scroll. Discuss the ways by asking the Discussion Questions below.
Two volunteers from the other team unroll the scroll and hold it open to see if
there are any additional ways of celebrating Christmas mentioned. Encourage stu-
dents to write additional items on the scroll.

4. Invite each student to write his or her initials on at least one way he or she plans
to help others celebrate God’s gift of Jesus at Christmas.

Piscussion Questions
1. How does (singing Christmas carols) remind you of Goc’s gift of Jesus at Christmas?

2. How can this way or celebrating help you share the good news of Jesus’ birth?

3. What are some other ways we can help others celebrate God’s gift of Jesus at
Christmas? (Send a Christmas card about Jesus to someone who doesnh’t know
about Him. Invite a friend to come to a special Christmas event at church.)
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Bible Focus » Luke 2:1-20

Materials
Bibles, colored paper cups. !

Lead the Game

1. At Christmastime, we worship God because He
loves us and promised to send Jesus, our Savior.
Some people celebrate Christmas by decorating
Christmas trees, singing special songs and giving
gifts to one another. Let’s play a game to build our
own Christmas trees!

2. Group students into teams of no more than six students
each. Teams line up in single-file lines on one side of the
playing area. Give each team six cups.

3. Demonstrate to students how to stack cups to build a
Christmas tree (see sketch). At your signal, the first
student on each team runs to the opposite side of
the playing area, sets down his or her cup,
returns to his or her team and tags the next
student in line. Team members repeat actions.
Volunteer from the first team that finishes
building Christmas tree answers one of the
Discussion Questions below.

Options
1. Use Christmas cups for the relay.

2. For older students, provide 10 cups for each team. Print the letters of the sentence
“Worship God” on paper cups, one letter on each cup. Team members complete
relay in the correct order to build a tree that spells “Worship God” from the
top down.

Piscussion Questions
1. What fun things do you and your family do to celebrate Christmas?

2. What can we thank God for at Christmastime? (His love. Sending Jesus, the Savior.)

3. How does giving and receiving gifts help us celebrate Jesus’ birth? (Jesus is God’s
gift to us.)
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Lesson 48
Getling Crafty
Christmas Wreath

What Each Child Needs

two 9-inch (23-cm) paper plates

scissors

green paint

paintbrush

marker

stapler

hole punch

8-inch (20.5-cm) piece of ribbon
(any color)

glue

10 to 15 individually wrapped
candies

optional—green paper plates with

green front and back

What Each Child Does

1. (Optional: Use green paper plates with green front and back.) Fold one plate in
half. Cut a circle out of the middle of the plate. Make sure you leave an outside
rim big enough to glue candies on. Paint the bottom side of this plate green. Set
aside to dry.

2. On the other plate, write the words of Luke 1:37 in the center of the plate.

3. Place the plates together with the tops facing each other. Staple plates together
along the outer rims. Punch a hole at the top of the plates. Tie a ribbon through
the hole to use as a hanger.

4. Lay the plates flat with the painted side up. Glue candies around the edge of the
plate. Let it dry completely before hanging up. (Optional: Count the number of
days left until Christmas. Glue that number of candies on the wreath. Every day
take off one candy.)
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« .
©oin Yoss
Bible Focus » Matthew 2:1-12

Materials
Bibles, large sheet of paper, marker, coins, paper,
pencils.

Preparation

Draw, divide and number a large star on the sheet
of paper (see sketch). Place paper on the floor in
the middle of the playing area.

Lead the Game

1. God showed His faithfulness in keeping His
promise to send the Savior. When the wise
men saw a bright star, they traveled to
worship Jesus, the great King God had
promised. Let’s play a game to remember
God’s faithfulness.

2. Group students into teams of three to four. Teams gather around the paper, stand-
ing at least 4 feet (1.2 m) from the paper. Give each group a coin, a paper and a
pencil.

3. Silently choose a humber over 30. Teams take turns tossing coins onto the paper, one
student at a time. One student on each team keeps track of team’s points, adding
them up and announcing the point total after each toss.

4. Call stop when a team gets close to or scores the exact humber you chose. Ahnounce
what your number was. Volunteer from the team who got closest or scored the exact
nhumber you chose tells a way God shows His faithfulnhess. Continue discussion by asking
questions below. Repeat game as time allows, choosing a hew number for each round.

Piscussion Questions

1. What have you heard or read about in the Bible that shows God’s faithfulness?
(God kept His promise to send Jesus, the Savior. God kept His promise to Noah that
a flood wouldn’t destroy the earth. God rescued the Israelites from slavery in
Egypt.)

2. How does God show His faithfulness to people today? (Answers prayers. Forgives
us.)

3. Why is it important to know God kept His promise to send us a Savior? Talk with
interested students about becoming a member of God’s family. Refer to guidelines
in “Leading a Child to Christ” on page 11.
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Bible Focus » Luke 10:25-37

Materials
Bibles, four sheets of paper, index cards, marker,
masking tape, small paper bag.

Preparation ~
Print the words “heart,” “soul,” “mind” and “strength”
on four sheets of paper and four index cards, one word ,
per paper and card. Post each paper in a separate corner —
of the room. Place index cards in bag.

Lead the Game

1. Because we have experienced God’s great love
for us, we can show His love and compassion to
others. In our game today, we’ll describe ways
to show love and compassion every day.

2. Volunteer reads Luke 10:27 aloud. What does this
verse describe? (How we are to love God.) Vol-
unteers read aloud the words on the papers
in the corners of the room.

3. Students stand in a circle. Ask a volunteer to
be “It” “It” stands in the middle of the circle. Students walk around the circle. After
a few moments, “It” calls “Stop.” Students move quickly to the nearest corners. “It”
picks an index card from bag and reads card aloud before returning card to bag.
Volunteer from the corner named on the index card tells one way to show love for
God or compassion to others (obey God’s Word, be kind to others, pray to God, be
friends with people who speak a different language, etc.), recites Luke 10:27 or
answers a Discussion Question below. Student who answered becomes the new “It”
and game continues as time allows.

Piscussion Questions

1. How has God shown His love and compassion for you? (He sent His Son, Jesus, to die
on the cross to forgive my sins. He answers my prayers. He helps me do right.) How
can you show your love for God? (Tell Him. Follow His commands. Pray to Him. Read
the Bible. Tell others about Him.)

2. What are some other words or phrases that describe ways of showing love? (Help.
Care. Encourage. Pray for. Share with.)

3. What are some things you could do to show your love for others at home? At a
park? At school?
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Gonneet the Pari

Bible Focus » Psalm 119:60

Materials Level »

Bibles, index cards, marker.

Preparation

Print the following words on index cards, one word
per card: “elbow,” “foot,” “hand,” “shoulder,” “knee,”
“back,” “wrist,” “toe,” “head,” “finger” Make one set ‘
of cards for every six students. ——

Lead the Game

1. The words in Psalm 119:60 tell us it is good to obey God
eagerly. Let’s play a game in which we eagerly follow
some funny commands to connect groups of people
together.

2. Group students into teams of six. Distribute a set of
cards to each team.

3. One student on each team acts as the cardholder. This
student mixes up the cards and then holds cards so
that the other students cannot see words. Another stu-
dent from the team picks a card and reads it aloud.
Everyone on the team quickly connects the body part
written on the card (for example, group stands in a cir-
cle with elbows connected in the middle). Cardholder mixes up cards and allows a
different student to pick a card while group stays in position. Group tries to con-
hect new body part as well as keeping command from the first card. When the
group falls or can no longer stay connected, begin a new round with a new card-
holder.

Option
If you have a small class, make one set of cards. Students form pairs. Choose two

cards and read them aloud. Students in each pair connect the named body parts
(such as wrist to ear). Mix up the cards and choose two new cards.

Piscussion Questions
1. What made it hard to stag connected? What made it hard to follow the commands?

2. In what ways can we learn about God’s commands? What are some of God’s com-
mands you remember? (Treat others fairly. Be patient.)

3. When might a kid your age find it hard to obey one of God’s commands?
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Bible Focus » 1 Samuel 24; Luke 6:27

Materials

Bibles, large sheet of colored butcher paper,
mar‘ker‘, newspaper, masking tape, two bOWlS,
flOUf‘, marshmallows, pencils, paper.

Preparation
Draw lines to divide butcher paper into at least 12 large '
sections. In each section print a number (five or lower) ——
and a word from Luke 6:27, including the reference. Tape

paper to wall. Spread newspaper on the floor under the
paper and out about 4 feet (1.2 m) from wall. Fill bowls
/3 full with flour and place at edge of newspaper.

Lead the Game

1. In the Old Testament David demonstrates love for
an enemy who was trying to Kill him. We think of
our enemies as people we don’t like, but God can
give us the courage to love our enemies! Let’s play
a game to find out what Jesus said about loving
enemies.

2. Divide group into two teams. Teams line up single
file at edge of newspaper.

3. Each student takes a turn to dip a marshmallow into the flour, and then toss it at
the paper. Teams attempt to hit all sections to collect each word of the verse and
earn as many points as possible. Have an older student on each team write on a
sheet of paper which words of the verse have been collected and the humber of
points earned. Student refers to Bible for verse order. Students take turns tossing
marshmallows until both teams have collected all the words of the verse. A volun-
teer from the first team to finish reads Luke 6:27 aloud or answers one of the
Discussion Questions below.

Piscussion Questions

1. What are some ways to show love and do good things for people you might think
of as enemies? (Don’t be mean back to them. Don’t say mean things about them
to others. Smile and be friendly to them.)

2. What can you do when it seems too hard to show God’s love to an enemy? (Ask
God for courage to do what’s right. Ask a parent or teacher for advice on how
to show love.)
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Lesson 39

Getling Crafty

Courage Necklace

What Each Child Needs
plastic letter beads

thin plastic cord

scissors

plastic pony beads in various colors

What Each Child Does

1. Sort through the letter beads to find all the letters for “BE STRONG AND
COURAGEOQOUS! Lay the beads out in word order. Cut a 24-inch (61 cm)
length of plastic cord.

2. To start the necklace, tie the cord around one pony bead in a knot so the beads
won't slip off. Begin stringing the beads as desired. (Optional: Form a pattern with
different colored beads.) Use a colored bead as a spacer between each word.

3. Tie the end of the necklace to the first bead securely. (Optional: Wear necklaces as
a reminder of how to have courage.)
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Lesson 15

Getling Crafty

Cross Plaque

What Each Child Needs
handful of small pebbles
3/a cup (180 ml) of plaster of paris
/4 cup (60 ml) of water
plastic or paper cup
plastic spoon
small plastic plate
optional—leaves, twigs, dried
flowers, nuts or seashells,
sharp pencil or scissors,

ribbon

What Each Child Does
1. Wash and dry the pebbles. Set them aside.

2. Mix plaster of paris and water in a plastic cup with a plastic spoon for easy clean
up. The consistency should be slightly runny, but not watery. Add more plaster of
paris or water as needed.

3. With an adult’s help, pour the plaster mixture onto the plastic plate. Place the
pebbles in the plaster in the shape of a cross. (Optional: Use leaves, twigs, dried
flowers, nuts or seashells to create a more detailed picture.)

4. Let the plaster dry completely. Depending on the consistency of the plaster, dry-
ing time is about 30 minutes. When it is completely dry, carefully remove it from
the plate. (Optional: When the plaster is almost dry, use a sharp pencil or scissors
to create a hole at the top of the plaque. String a ribbon through the hole and
hang it on the wall.)
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Lesson 24

Getling Crafty

Dad Rocks! Paper Weight

What Each Child Needs
3- to 4-inch (7.5- to 10-cm) rock
acrylic paint in various colors

paintbrushes in various sizes

R
1P pals

What Each Child Does

1. Think of someone (dad, grandpa, uncle, teacher, coach) to whom you want to give
a special gift.

2. Look at your rock. What object does it remind you of? What do you want to turn
your rock into? You might try a football, basketball, bug, dog or dinosaur.

3. Paint your rock however you want to make it look like the object you thought of.
Take your time and be creative!

4. On one side of the rock, paint the words “(Dad) Rocks!” Use the name of the per-
son to whom you are giving your gift.

5. Let paint dry completely. With an adult’s help, spray with sealer. The sealer will
keep your rock from chipping or getting ruined if anything spills on it.

6. Give the gift to the special person you want to honor.
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Lesson 18

Getling Crafty

Decoupage Vase

What Each Child Needs

old magazines

scissors

water

glue

plastic bowl

paint brush

empty water bottle with the top cut off

spray sealer

What Each Child Does

1. Think of an adult to whom you want to give a special gift (mom, dad, teacher,
grandma).

2. Search through old magazines and cut out pictures of things that this person
likes. Also look for words and phrases that describe the person.

3. Mix one part water with two parts glue in a plastic bowl. Paint a layer of glue over
a small section of the water bottle. Place one of the pictures or words on the bot-
tle and smooth out. Paint another layer of glue over the picture to secure in place.
Repeat process until the bottle is covered with pictures or words.

4. With an adult’s help, after vase is dry, coat with a sealer spray to protect it from
water. (Optional: Put flowers in the vase before giving it as a gift.)
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PG 80 CANDLE

Scripture label
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PG 80 CANDLE
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 80 of Foam Craft Fun plus
the following: hole punch, ornament hook, gold glitter glue

Turn this craft into a sparkling ornament by outlining the flame with gold glitter glue.

Punch a hole through the top of the flame and attach an ornament hook through
the hole.

Holiday Crafts

Copyright © 2010 by Judy Walsch. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 48

PG 76 _CORNUCOPIA

Photo

Holiday Crafts

Copyright © 2010 by Judy Walsch. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 49

PG 76 _CORNUCOPIA

Pattern

lor

P6

Holiday Crafts

Copyright © 2010 by Judy Walsch. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 50

PG 76 _CORNUCOPIA
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PG 76_ CORNUCOPIA
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 76 of Foam Craft Fun plus the following:
brown craft foam, hole punch, paper fasteners

Turn this craft into a holiday napkin ring! Cut a 1" x 3" strip of brown craft foam.
Glue the craft to the center of the strip. Wrap the strip in a ring and attach
the ends using paper fasteners. Insert a napkin through the ring and use this
enhanced craft for the holidays!
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Scripture label

Jesus

rose from
the dead.

Matthew 28:6

Holiday Crafts

Copyright © 2010 by Judy Walsch. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 61

PG 69 OPEN TOMB
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 69 of Foam Craft Fun plus green felt and gray
copy paper

Add texture to this craft! Cut a strip of green felt to look like grass and glue it to
the front of the craft. (See the Try it Out! tip for the Neighbor’s House craft on
pages 44, 45 for an example of this technique.) Crumple gray copy paper and
glue it over P3 to look like real stone.
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PG 56_KITE
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PG 56 KITE
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 56 of Foam Craft Fun plus various colors of
fabric

Instead of using craft foam, tie various colors of fabric to the tail of the kite.
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Jesus was born
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PG 77_MANGER
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 77 of Foam Craft Fun plus light brown craft
raffia

Create a realistic-looking bed of straw using craft raffia. Assemble the craft following

the instructions above. Then glue small strips of raffia around the figure of the
baby.

Holiday Crafts

Copyright © 2010 by Judy Walsch. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 76

PG 49 MARY
Photo

An angel
told Mary
that she would

give birth to
God’s Son.
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PG 49 MARY
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 49 of Foam Craft Fun plus tan and/or blue
fabric

Adhere fabric to the garment and head covering portions of this craft for a textured
effect.
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Wise men gave Jesus gifts

and worshipped him.

Matthew 2:11
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PG 78 PINE TREE
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 78 of Foam Craft Fun plus a tree-shaped, pine-
scented automotive air freshener and Christmas-print wrapping paper

Add more color and a pine scent to this craft! Attach an automotive air freshener

(pine scented) to the back of this craft. You may need to cut the air freshener
down to size to fit. Cover P6-8 in Christmas-print wrapping paper.
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PG 87 _PUMPKIN
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 87 of Foam Craft Fun plus fall print paper
Turn this craft into a candle wrap. Cut fall print paper to the desired size for

creating a wrap to fit a candle of your choice. Then attach the pumpkin craft to
the paper wrap. Display this craft throughout the fall season!
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PG 50 SHEPHERD
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 50 of Foam Craft Fun plus red and/or brown
fabric

Adhere fabric to the garment and head covering portions of this craft for a textured
effect.
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PG 88 SNOWMAN
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 88 of Foam Craft Fun plus black and green felt
and 2 small black buttons

Add texture and dimension to this craft! Glue black felt to the hat and green felt to
the scarf. Glue two small black buttons to the snowman’s tummy.
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PG 71_TEAPOT
Try it Out!

Materials: all materials listed on page 71 of Foam Craft Fun plus a recipe card and a
spring clothespin

Make this craft into a standing recipe-card holder! Instead of an adhesive-backed
magnet, glue a spring clothespin to the back of the craft with the closed end
facing up and the open end even with the bottom edge of the craft. Then write
a favorite recipe (perhaps one that a mother or grandmother in your family has
handed down) on a recipe card. Clip the recipe card into the spring clothespin
behind the teapot.
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Lesson 37

Getling Crafty

Forgiveness Backpack Buddy

What Each Child Needs
two 12-inch (30.5-cm) pieces of chenille wire

medium-size metal lobster claw

variety of round and oval-shaped wooden beads

scissors

fine-tipped permanent marker

What Each Child Does

1. Thread one end of chenille wire through
the small hole at the base of the metal
lobster claw (see sketch a). Make sure the
chenille wire is equal length. Thread both ends
of the chenille wire through a large or medium
round-shaped wooden bead for the head.

2. Separate the two pieces of chenille wire and thread one small oval-shaped wooden
bead to one piece of the chenille wire. Thread another small oval-shaped wooden
bead through the other piece of chenille wire to make arms. Tie knots in both

ends of chenille wire to secure the beads (see sketch b). Cut off excess chenille
wire.

3. Use second piece of chenille wire to loop around wire in between arms. Make sure
the chenille wire is equal length after looping around arms (see sketch c). Thread
both ends of the chenille wire through a medium oval-shaped wooden bead to
serve as the torso.

4. Separate the two pieces of chenille wire. Thread two small oval-shaped wooden
beads (use the same size beads you used for the arms) through one end of chenille
wire. Thread two more small oval-shaped wooden beads through the other piece
of chenille wire. Tie knots in both ends of chenille wire to secure the beads. Cut
off excess chenille wire.

5. Use a fine tipped marker to write “Forgive” across the arms of the Forgiveness

Backpack Buddy. Clip the Forgiveness Backpack Buddy to your backpack to
remind you to forgive others.
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Bible Focus » Luke 19:1-10

Materials
Bibles, markers, index cards, children’s music CD
and player, stopwatch or watch with second hand.

Preparation
Print the word “forgive” on index cards, one letter on
each card. Make at least one set of cards for every three ,
to six students. Mix up all cards and place them facedown —
in a large circle on the floor.

Lead the Game

1. Let’s play a game to celebrate the fact that God’s forgiveness is for everyone!

2. Students form teams of three to six students. Assignh a hame or number to each team.
Members from all teams stand in mixed-up order around the circle of cards.

3. As you play music, students walk around the circle. Stop the music after 15 or 20 seconds.
When the music stops, each student picks up the card closest to him or her and finds
other team members. Team members compare cards collected, keeping cards with let-
ters needed to spell “forgive” and placing duplicate cards facedown back in the circle.
Add blank cards to the circle as needed so that there is always a card for each student.

4. When one or more teams have collected a complete set of cards to spell “forgive,”
ask one or more of the Discussion Questions below. Repeat game as time allows.

Options

1. Students prepare cards in class.

2. If you have fewer than six students in your class, students
form pairs or play individvally.

3. For older students, add a few cards with letters not
used in “forgive” (s, m, b, etc.).

Piscussion Questions

1. What are some things people might think they have to do to
be forgiven? (Go to church. Read their Bibles.) Those are all
good things to do, but who does Acts 10:43 say can have their sins forgiven?
(Anyone who asks God for forgiveness of sin and who believes in Jesus.)

2. What does it mean to believe in Jesus? (To believe that Jesus is God’s Son and
that He died to take the punishment for our sins.)

3. How can we be sure our sins are forgiven? (God always keeps His promises.)
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Bible Focus » Galatians 5:22-23

Materials

Bibles, balloons in a variety of shapes, sizes and
colors, permanent markers, masking tape, two
bedsheets.

Preparation

Inflate balloons. Print one fruit of the Spirit on each '
balloon. Tape each set of balloons to a wall, several feet =
apart. Spread bedsheets on the floor across the room,

one opposite each group of balloons. Inflate a few extra

balloons to give to students if balloons pop.

Lead the Game

1. Learning the qualities of the fruit of the Spirit will help you
to be a better friend to others.

2. Divide class into teams of up to 10 players each. Teams
stand in lines, with the first players next to the balloons
and last players near the sheets.

3. At your signal, the first player on each team takes a balloon
off the wall, removes tape and bats it to the next player
in line. Players bat the balloon down the line, with the
last player batting it onto the sheet. Meanwhile, the
first player picks another balloon and passes it down
the line. If a balloon pops, give the student last hold-
ing it another balloon and quickly write the popped
balloon’s word on it. The first team to have all its balloons on their sheet wins.

Option
After all the balloons are on their team’s sheet, students pick up the balloons and
arrange themselves in the Galatians 5:22-23 verse order.

Piscussion Questions

1. The Bible calls these the fruit of the Spirit because they are qualities that God
grows in us as we become more like Jesus. How can these qualities help you be
a better friend?

2. What are some ways to show these qualities to kids older than you? Younger than you?

3. What fruit quality do you need most? Tell an example before asking for students’
responses.
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Fuid of Life

Bible Focus » Mark 16:1-7

Materials
Bibles, five large sheets of paper, markers, masking
tape, small slips of paper, paper bag, pencils.

Preparation
On large sheets of paper, print the following sentence
starters, one sentence starter on each paper: “I can follow ,
Jesus by ...,” “Ym glad Jesus is alive because ...,” | want ——

to praise God by ...,” “l thank God for His Son because . ..,”

“I will celebrate Jesus’ resurrection by ...” Attach large sheets of paper to a wall. Place
markers near papers. On small slips of paper print different ways to move (“crabwalk,”
“skip,” “hop on one foot,” “walk backwards,” “crawl,” etc.). Place slips of paper in a bag.

Lead the Game o god
1. Distribute blank slips of paper and pencils to PO
students. Students choose one of the sentence —

starters and write or draw sentence completion
on their papers.

2. Students line up across from large . 1 can live
sheets of paper. First student picks .~
a slip of paper from the bag you pre- N
pared, reads it, places it back in the
bag and moves in that manner to the paper with the sentence starter matching the
one he or she completed. Student writes or draws his or her sentence completion
on the large piece of paper and then continues movement back to the line. Next

student repeats the process.

3. When all students have completed the activity, ask the Discussion Questions.

Piscussion Questions
1. Why was Jesus the only One who could take the punishment for our sins? (Jesus
is the only person who never sinned. He is the One God promised to send.)

2. When we choose to become members of Goc’s family, what does He give us?
(Forgiveness for our sins. Eternal life.)

3. What are some ways we remember Jesus’ death and celebrate His resurrection?
(Thank Jesus for His love. Sing special songs. Celebrate Easter with our church
families at special worship services.)

4. How does your family celebrate Jesus’ resurrection at Eastertime?
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Lesson 43

Getling Crafty

God’s Gift

What Each Child Needs

shoe box or other small box

scissors

3x5-inch (7.5x12.5-cm) photo of him- or herself
wrapping paper

tape

construction paper

ribbon or bow

optional—3x5-inch (7.5x12.5-cm) paper or index card, markers

What Each Child Does

1. Remove the lid from box and carefully cut a small rectangle in one end of the box.
Fold the bottom of your picture over 1/2 inch (1.3 cm). Tape picture inside box
facing the rectangle opening. (Optional: If photo is not available, child draws a
picture of self on paper or index card.)

2. Replace the lid on box. Wrap entire box, except the opening, with wrapping
paper. Make sure not to wrap opening so you can look inside and see your pic-
ture. Add a ribbon or bow on top of box.

3. Draw a gift tag on a sheet of construction paper. Cut out the gift tag. Write “To:
God, From: (Justin)” and add your name. Tape gift tag on box lid.
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Lesson 9

Getling Crafty

God’s House Magnet

What Each Child Needs »
6 craft sticks “o’ -
2 half-size craft sticks !
craft glue

small beads (any color and shape)

1/2 piece of card stock (any color)

marker 4
scissors

magnet ,
“let ys not |
’ give Up ,

meetin ,
together.

d Hebrews 10225

’

SNo-
o
-\

What Each Child Does

1. Glue four craft sticks in the shape of a square. Then glue two craft sticks to form a
steeple on the top of the square.

2. Next, use the two small craft sticks to make a cross and glue the cross to the top
of the steeple.

3. Glue small beads onto the craft sticks as desired. You can use a few beads or lots
of beads, depending on how colorful and decorated you want the church to be.

4. After the glue has had a few minutes to dry, trace around the church onto a piece
of card stock. Cut out the shape on the card stock paper and glue it to the back of
the church. On the front side, write “Let us not give up meeting together . ..”
from Hebrews 10:25.

5. Glue a magnet to the back of the church. Take home the magnet and stick it on
your refrigerator.
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Lesson 7

Getting Active

ODS LOVE

What You Need
string or yarn
scissors

stopwatch or watch with a second hand

What You Do

1. Cut string into varying lengths (at least two lengths for each student). Hide string in
classroom or outdoor area.

2. Group children in two or more teams of four to five each.

3. At your signal, children look for and collect string, trying to find as many pieces as
they can in 30 seconds.

4. After time is called, team members lay out end-to-end the pieces of string they
have collected. Team who collected the longest length wins. Play additional rounds
of this game as time permits. At the end of the game, teams use string to spell out
the words “God’s Love”
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Lesson 50
Getling Crafty
Good News Angel
What Each Child Needs

toilet paper tube

white craft paint

paintbrush

yellow or gold chenille wire

red chenille wire

3-inch (7.5-cm) styrofoam ball
scissors

craft glue

two !/a-inch (.6-cm) wiggly eyes

two small white heart doilies

What Each Child Does

1. Paint toilet paper tube white. Set aside to dry.

2. Use the yellow or gold chenille wire to form a small halo. Leave a 1!/2-inch (4-cm)
end on the halo. Trim off any excess chenille wire. Push the end of the halo into
the styrofoam ball so the halo appears to float above the ball.

3. With an adult’s help, cut a 1!/2 inch (4-cm) piece of red chenille wire. Bend wire
to form a smile. Push ends of chenille wire into the styrofoam ball and bend the
smile shape to lay flat against the ball. Glue wiggly eyes in place on ball.

4. Spread craft glue on one side of toilet paper tube. Glue one of the heart doilies to
toilet paper tube. Spread more glue over doily and overlap second doily. The
hearts should extend beyond each side of toilet paper tube to form wings.

5. Spread craft glue around top edge of the tube. Place styrofoam ball firmly on top
and allow it to dry completely. (Optional: Use angel as a Christmas tree topper to
remind you that the angels told the good news about Jesus at the first Christmas.)
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Lesson 27

Getling Crafty

“Hang in There” Picture Hanger

1 | ' |.Ll
s ) o=
Lid
2 2T
= -
What Each Child Needs _ ) y
tape L A
three craft sticks - o
o ~
approximately 15 chenille wires in a variety <~
of colors S

scissors
three spring-type clothespins
18-inch (45.5-cm) length of ribbon

What Each Child Does

1. With an adult’s help, tape three craft sticks together to form one long stick. Do
this by overlapping craft sticks about !/2-inch (1.3-cm) and wrapping tape around
sticks to secure in place.

2. Wrap chenille wires tightly around the long stick to create a colorful pattern.

3. Cut a chenille wire in half for each clothespin. Thread both pieces of chenille wire
through the metal hole in the clothespin. Repeat for each clothespin. Twist the
chenille wire around the long stick to secure each clothespin in place. Write
“Hang in There” on the clothespins, with one word on each clothespin.

4. Tie one end of ribbon to one end of the long stick. Repeat on the other side with
the other end of ribbon to create a hanger.

5. Hang up photographs or artwork by clipping them with the clothespins. The
hanger will remind you and others to “Hang in There”
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Lesson 5
Getling Crafty
Heart Hanger
What Each Child Needs
Bible
pencil
2 8x11-inch (20.5x28-cm) sheets of pink
or other light-colored craft foam L
scissors ~
=y
permanent marker =V S
f \Z \

stapler

cotton balls or batting U T h'\ S " 5 \ ove ,(\or \

1 pipe cleaner

6 inches (15 cm) of ribbon 1 60d'. ‘to Obe)' :f’\\s /
commoands. /
N \ \‘O\'\n 5:3 P <
— &

Y
What Each Child Does
1. Using a pencil, draw a large heart shape on one sheet of craft foam. Cut out the
heart and trace around it on the other sheet of craft foam. Cut out the second

heart.

2. On one heart, use a permanent marker to write the words of 1 John 5:3. Place
hearts back-to-back.

3. Have an adult help you staple around the edges of the hearts, leaving an opening
to stuff the cotton in. After you have filled the heart with cotton, staple the open-
ing closed.

4. To make the handle, poke one end of the pipe cleaner through the top edge of the
heart and twist it so it won’t come out of the hole. Loop the pipe cleaner over and
poke it through the heart again, forming a rainbow shape over the top of the
heart. Twist the end to secure it in place.

5. Tie a bow on the pipe cleaner with the ribbon for extra decoration.
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Lesson 4
Getling Crafty
Heart Plaque
What Each Child Needs

12x12-inch (30.5x30.5-cm) piece of wood at least !/2 inch (1.3 cm) thick

pencil

hammer -

12 to 15 nails at least 1 inch
(2.5 cm) long

3 yards (91 cm) long of yarn or
embroidery thread

permanent marker

scissors

optional—acrylic paint,

paint brush

- - - 7

What Each Child Does

1. (Optional: Paint the block of wood before you begin the project.) Using a pencil,
draw a large heart shape on the block of wood. Have an adult help you pound
nails about !/4 inch (.6 cm) into the wood along the pencil line heart, leaving
about 1!/2 inches (4 cm) in between each nail.

2. Choose a starting nail and tie the end of the yarn tightly to the nail. Begin thread-
ing the yarn to other nails to create a pattern. As you reach each new nail, wrap
the yarn tightly around the nail before moving on to the next one. Continue going
back and forth between nails until you've run out of room on the nails or you've
run out of yarn.

3. When you are finished with your pattern, tie the end of the yarn tightly to one of
the nails.

4. Using a permanent marker, write “Create in me a pure heart!” under or around
the yarn pattern.
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HWelpfui Retions
Bible Focu; » dcts 11:19-30
Materials

Bibles, slips of paper, marker, paper bags, paper
plates.

Preparation

Print the following words on slips of paper, one word
on each paper: “head,” “shoulder,” “hand,” “elbow,”
“knees”. Prepare two sets of papers and put each
set in a separate paper bag.

Lead the Game

1. The people of the early church were persecuted for be-
lieving in Jesus. But they did what they could to help one
another. We can also show faithfulness by using what
God gives us to help others. Let’s help each other play
a game using the bodies God has given us!

2. Group students into teams of no more than eight. Students
within teams form pairs. (If there is not an even number
of students on each team, students repeat relay as nec-
essary.)Teams line up in pairs on one side of the room.

3. Give one bag of papers and one paper plate to each team. Volunteer on each team
chooses two slips of paper from his or her team’s bag. Students read papers aloud.
The first pair of students on each team places the paper plate between the two
body parts listed on the chosen slips of paper (see sketch).

4. At your signal, the first pair of students on each team walks to the other side of the
room and back, keeping the paper plate in position. As pairs return to teams, the next
pairs position the plates in the same way and walk across the room. Relay continues
until all pairs have had a turn with the plates in that position. Ask a volunteer from the
team that finished first to answer one of the Discussion Questions below.

5. Begin a new round of the game with new pairs choosing slips of paper for their teams.

Piscussion Questions
1. What parts of your body can you use to help other people? (Arms. Legs. Mouth.
Mind.) What skills? (SKill at drawing. SKill at taking care of other kids.)

2. What are some ways to help other people using (your arms)? (Carry groceries into
the house. Fold laundry. Hold a crying baby.) Repeat question with other gifts.

3. What are some ways you can use the money or possessions God has given you and
your family to help other people? (Give money to organizations that help others.)
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‘ / k ~ o =) e ,
He's Rlive! Relay
Bible Focus » Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11;

Luke 24:1-12; John 20

Materials
Bibles, large sheets of brown or gray paper, scis-
sors, black markers; optional—Post-it Notes, pencils.

Preparation

Cut paper into rock shapes, creating one “rock” for
every four to six students. Place paper rocks on one
side of the playing area. Place a black marker next to
each paper rock.

Lead the Game

1. John the Baptist’s announcement about Jesus
helped everyone know—even people today—that
Jesus is the Savior. We’re going to play a game to
announce that great news, too! When Mary Magdalene
went to Jesus’ tomb on Easter morning, what did she find? (The stone had been
rolled back and the tomb was empty.) Mary, Peter and John discovered that the
tomb was empty because Jesus had risen from the dead and was alive! What did
they all do next? (Told everyone that Jesus had risen!)

esus is alive;

2. What are some things we can say to share the good news about Jesus’ resurrec-
tion? (“Jesus is alive!” “He is risen!” “Christ conquered death!” “Hallelujah!” “Jesus
rose!”) List students’ responses on a large sheet of paper. (Optional: Each student
writes one phrase on a Post-it Note.)

3. Group students into teams of four to six, creating at least two teams. Teams line up
across the playing area from the paper rocks. At your signal, the first student from
each team runs to his or her team’s paper rock, writes one good news phrase on the
rock, calls out the phrase and returns to his or her line, tagging the next student,
who repeats the action. (Optional: Student sticks Post-it Note phrase on rock.) Stu-
dents refer to list of responses during relay if necessary. Relay continues until all
students have had a turn. Repeat relay as time permits.

Piscussion Questions
1. What does Jesus’ death and resurrection mean for us? (Our sins can be forgiven when
we believe in His death and resurrection. Jesus has the power to forgive our sins.)

2. What do you want to do when you hear the good news about eternal life through
Jesus’ death and resurrection? (Tell others. Thank God. Celebrate.)

3. With whom can you share this good news?
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Lesson 16

Getling Crafty

Jesus Lives Pin

What Each Child Needs
3-inch (7.5-cm) square of brown craft foam j
scissors

1-inch (2.5-cm) square of white craft foam

craft glue

fine-point permanent marker

2-inch (5-cm) square of red craft foam
pin back

1-inch (2.5-cm) brown or tan pom-pom

What Each Child Does

1. Cut a small cave shape out of the brown craft foam. Cut a smaller cave shape from
the white craft foam.

2. Glue the white craft foam in the middle of the brown craft foam. On the white
craft foam write, “Jesus Lives!”

3. Cut out a small cross from the red craft foam (or any color). Glue the red craft
foam cross to the top of the brown craft foam cave.

4. Glue a brown pom-pom near the piece of white craft foam to serve as the stone,
and glue a pin back to the back of the project just below the cross. (Optional:
Make more than one pin and give it to a friend or family member to wear at
Eastertime.)
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Bible Focus » Matthew 2:1-16; John 8:12

Materials
Bibles, butcher paper, markers, measuring stick,
colored construction paper, beanbags.

Preparation

Draw a 4-foot (1.2-m) star on a section of butcher
paper. Draw lines to divide the star into five sections '
and then label star as shown in sketch a. Print “Bethlehem” ———
on a sheet of construction paper.

Lead the Game

1. We can worship Jesus as the Savior whom
God sent for the whole world! Some of the
first people who worshiped Jesus—the wise °
men—went on a long journey to find Jesus
in Bethlehem. Let’s play a game to take a
journey to Bethlehem, too.

2. Give each student three or four sheets of construc-
tion paper. Students draw stars on each sheet of paper.

3. Students place their star papers on the floor to form a game path. Place star you
prepared near the path and place the Bethlehem paper at the end of the game
path. Choose one student to be the gofer.

4. Students line up at the beginning of the game path. Students take turns tossing
beanbag onto the star you prepared and moving the number of star papers writ-
ten in the section that the beanbag landed in (see sketch b). The gofer retrieves
the beanbag and moves the star around for students as needed. (If a star paper
is already occupied, student moves to the next unoccupied star paper.) The first
student to reach the Bethlehem paper answers one of the Discussion Questions
below. Repeat game with a hew gofer.

Piscussion Questions

1. How do we know that God sent Jesus as the Savior for the whole world? (Jesus
said He came to offer salvation to all people.) Have an older student read John 8:12
aloud.

2. What are some reasons to worship Jesus? (He died on the cross to forgive our sins.
He is God. He loves and cares for all people.)

3. What gifts can we give Jesus? (Sing songs to praise Him. Tell Jesus the things we
are thankful He did. Do the things Jesus told people to do in the Bible.)

© 2006 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. The Really Big Book of Bible Games Back to Index 141


Newcom_Meredith
Text Box
Back to Index


Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 139



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 140



BB for Crafty Kids ppl13-224 3/18/07 1:38 PM Page 126
EBL SL Party’Information

Revision 1
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 141
Lesson 29
Getling Crafty
Joyful Centerpiece
What Each Child Needs

silver or gold paint

paintbrush

2-inch (5-cm) clay pot

silver or gold curling ribbon
scissors

tape

5/s-inch (1.59-cm) wooden dowel
plaster of paris

water

4-inch (10-cm) piece of craft foam
glue

silver or gold glitter

What Each Child Does
1. Paint the clay pot silver or gold. Set it aside to dry.

2. Cut 40 pieces of ribbon about 6 inches (15 cm) long. Lay a 2-inch (5-cm) piece of
tape on a flat surface with the sticky side up. Place one end of a piece of ribbon on
the tape so it sticks. Add six or seven pieces of ribbon to the tape. Make sure that
the ribbons are curling up from the flat surface.

3. Wrap the tape with ribbon on it around the middle of the wooden dowel. Make
as many strips of tape with ribbon as you like. Keep adding tape with ribbon to
the dowel to create layers of sparkle.

4. With an adult’s help, mix /2 cup (120 ml) of plaster of paris as directed on the
package. Place a small piece of tape over the hole in the bottom of the clay pot.
Pour the plaster into the pot. When the plaster has begun to thicken, push the
wooden dowel vertically into the center of the pot.

5. Cut any shape out of the craft foam. With glue, write the word “JOY” on the
craft foam shape and sprinkle with glitter. Glue craft foam shape to the top
of the wooden dowel.

6. Place the centerpiece on a table or in a window as a reminder of the joy God
gives us.
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Joyfui Relay

Bible Focus » Psalm 95:1; John 20

Materials
Bibles, index cards, marker, two paper bags,
children’s music CD and player.

Lead the Game
1. Read Psalm 45:1. Knowing that Jesus is alive gives
us great joy! Let’s play a game using some joyful ‘
actions to remind us to celebrate. —

2. What are some actions people do to show that they are full of joy? (Smile. Sing.
Jump. Clap. Cheer. High-five. SKkip.) List each student’s idea on two separate index
cards to create two identical sets of cards. Put one set in each bag.

3. Group students into two equal teams. Teams line up single file on one side of the
playing area. Place a bag of cards across playing area from each team.

4. Play an upbeat song from a CD. When the music begins, the
first student on each team runs to the paper bag, takes out
an index card, reads action, returns card to bag and performs
that action during the entire time it takes to return to his or
her team. Student then tags the next student in line. Game
continves until each student has had a turn.

Option

If you have fewer than eight students, make one set of action
cards and one set of directional cards (forward, backward, in /735
a circle, sideways, by the table, etc.). Place each set of cards in a
separate bag. Students spread out around the playing area. While you play music each
student takes a turn picking a card from each bag. The student holds up both cards, so
all students can see and perform actions as a group (for example, smile while moving in
a circle). Continue until all students have had a turn picking cards.

Piscussion Questions

1. What can we do to celebrate the fact that Jesus died for our sins and rose again?
(Sing songs about it. Thank Jesus in our prayers. Accept Jesus’ forgiveness and
become a member of His family.) Talk with interested students about salvation (see
“Leading a Child to Christ” article on p. 11 of this book).

2. What can we do to share with others the joy that comes from knowing that Jesus
is alive? (Tell them Jesus loves us and rose again because He wants to give us eter-
nal life. Invite them to church on Easter. Ask God to help us show joy to others and
explain why we have that joy.)
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Lesson 31
Getling Crafty
Lost Sheep Game
What Each Child Needs

air drying clay or play dough
4 plastic or paper cups

glue

water

paintbrush

2-inch (5-cm) squares of fabric

What Each Child Does

1. With an adult’s help, mold a small sheep out of clay and set it aside to dry. Make
sure that it is small enough to fit under an upside-down cup.

2. In one cup, mix equal parts glue and water. Use this mixture and a paintbrush to
glue the fabric squares on the outside of the three remaining cups. (Optional: To
make cups look like green hills, use green fabric or fabric printed with leaves or
other plant patterns.)

3. Allow the sheep and the cups to dry completely.

4. To play game, you'll need at least two people. Place the three decorated cups
upside-down on a table. Hide the clay sheep under one of the cups and rearrange
cup order. One person guesses which cup the lost sheep is under.
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Lesson 6

Getling Crafty

Marble Valentines

What Each Child Needs

shallow box (big enough to lay 8!/2x11-
inch (21.5x28-cm) paper flat in the
bottom of the box)

81/2x 11-inch (21.5x28-cm) white paper o ,j;-:*f;\"’

3 to 5 marbles R N I\ N
b ‘%’l)‘_\@" _.‘”/._." R

PR 220

acrylic paint (assorted colors)
pink, red or black card stock
pen, pencil or gel markers
scissors

glue stick

What Each Child Does

1. Lay a sheet of white paper flat in the bottom of the box. Put the marbles in the
box and add a small squirt of three different colors of paint on the paper.

2. With an adult’s help, gently tip the box so that the marbles roll to one side across
the paint on the paper. Repeat this several times until the paper is covered in
paint and you like the design you have created.

3. Take the paper out of the box and set it aside to dry. (Clean off the marbles if you
are going to make another painting.)

4. Take a sheet of red, pink or black card stock and fold it in half to make a card.
While your painting is drying, use a pen, pencil or gel markers to write a note to
someone you know that you want to show love to. It can be a teacher, a family
member or a friend.

5. When your paint is dry, cut out heart shapes from the painted paper. You can
make one big heart or several small hearts—whatever you like! Use a glue stick to
glue the hearts as desired onto the front of the card.
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Lesson 47

Getling Crafty

Musical Chimes

What Each Child Needs

16 ounce plastic cup

permanent marker

hole punch

scissors

ribbon

9 or more jingle bells in various sizes

fishing line

What Each Child Does

1. Turn your cup upside down and write “Listen to God” on the side of the cup.
Punch three evenly spaced holes around and just below the lip of the cup,

2. With an adult’s help, use sharp scissors to carefully make two small holes in the
bottom of the cup. Thread an 8- to 10-inch (20.5 to 25.5-cm) piece of ribbon
through holes and tie ends together to make a hanger.

3. Tie three or more jingle bells onto an 18-inch (45.5-cm) piece of fishing line, spac-
ing out the jingle bells on the line. Tie end of the line to the cup through one of
the holes in the cup. (Hint: Ask a friend to hold up your cup while you attach the
fishing line.) Repeat step two more times so that you have three lines of bells
attached to your cup.

4. At home, hang your chimes somewhere where you will hear them. Every time you
hear the sound of your chimes, let it be a reminder to listen to God.

198
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| T 2~ e
WNaye Game
Bible Focus » Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7,15-23

Materials
Bibles.

Game Tip

Print “Vowel = Jump” and “Consonant = Squat” on a
chalkboard or a large sheet of paper for students
to refer to during the game.

Lead the Game

1. God created us to know Him and love each other. One way to
care for others is to learn their names. Let’s play a fun game
with everyone’s name.

2. Group students into teams of six to eight students each.
Teams line up in single-file lines leaving at least 4 feet
(1.2 m) between each team.

3. In our game today, each person will take a turn to call
out to his or her team the letters of his or her name.
When a vowel (A, E, I, 0 or U) is said, team members
jump up in the air. When a consonant (any of the other letters) is said, team mem-
bers squat down. Let’s practice with my first name. Call out the letters of your first
name; all students jump up and squat down according to the letters called.

4. At your signal, the first student on each team begins calling out the letters of his or
her first name while the other students on the team jump up or squat down accord-
ing to the letter called. When the first student is done, the second team member
calls out the letters of his or her name with teammates responding as above. Each
team continves the process as quickly as possible, sitting down as soon as all mem-
bers of the team have spelled out their names. Ask a volunteer from the first team
to finish to answer one of the Discussion Questions below. Students form new teams
and play again as time allows.

Piscussion Questions

1. What are some ways we can get to know God? (Read the Bible. Listen to older peo-
ple who love God talk about Him. Ask your parents, pastor or teacher questions
about God.)

2. What are some of the things you already know about God? Volunteers respond.

3. Why should we show love to other people? (To show God’s love. Jesus tells us that
loving God and loving others are the most important things to do.) What are some
ways to show love to other people?
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OverHowing Love

Bible Focus » 1 Thessalonians 3:12

Materials

Bibles, dried beans, measuring cup, two of each of
the following: large plastic bowls, spoons, large
paper cups, shallow baking pans or boxes.

Preparation
Pour at least three cups of beans into each plastic bowl. ‘
Place plastic bowls and spoons on one side of the playing ——
area. Put paper cups in shallow pans or boxes and place

them on the opposite side of the playing area.

Lead the Game

1. Being kind means doing good things for :
others without expecting anything in /
return. Let’s play a game about a Bible \
verse that tells us how God helps us to
be Kind.

2. Divide class into two teams. Teams line up in single-
file lines next to spoons. Read 1 Thessalonians 3:12 aloud. What does this verse ask
God to do? (“Make your love increase and overflow.”) You’'ll know your love is over-
flowing when you show love and kindness to others without even thinking about
what they might give you in return.

3. In this game, see how long it takes to make your tean’s cup overflow with beans.
At your signal, the first student on each team takes a spoonful of beans, walks
quickly to his or her team’s cup, drops in the beans, returns to his or her team and
hands the spoon to the next player. Any spilled beans need to be picked up. Next
student in line repeats action. Relay continues until both teams have made their
cups overflow with beans, and the beans spill into the pan or box. Repeat as time
allows, asking the Discussion Questions below between rounds.

PDiscussion Questions

1. When are some times it’s easy to show kindness to others? (When others have
been kind to us.) When might it be hard? (When we’re angry.)

2. What can we do when we don’t feel like being Kind? (Ask God’s help. Remember
God’s kindness to us.)

3. What are some ways you could let kindness overflow with your family? Your
friends at school? Someone you dislike? Students respond. What good things
might happen?
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s 2 T - A / w -
Paim-Braxich RPass
Bible Focus » Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 1r:1-11;

Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19

Materials

Bibles, a chair for each student, small branch from
a tree or bush for every six to eight students,
garden clippers.

Preparation ;
Set the chairs in lines of four to eight, creating at least ——
two lines of chairs as shown in the sketch. Trim off any

sharp twigs from branches.

~ -
e N

the week before He died, people praised Him by waving
palm branches in the air. Let’s play a game with branches
to remember a way Jesus was praised!

~,
.

Lead the Game @
1. We can’t help but praise Jesus because of whom He is
and what He came to co! When Jesus entered Jervsalem S}

2. Group students into teams of four to eight. Assign each
team a line of chairs. Students sit on chairs.

3. Give a branch to the student sitting in the first chair on each team. At your signal,
the student passes the branch down the row. When the branch reaches the last
student in the row, he or she carries the branch and runs to the first chair in the
row. While student is running, all the other team members move down one chair,
leaving the first chair empty for the running student to sit on. After he or she is
seated, student passes branch to the next student and branch is passed down
the row again. Process is continued until all students have returned to their
original chairs.

4. A volunteer from the first team to finish the relay answers one of the questions
below. Mix up teams and play game again if time allows.

Piscussion Questions

1. What are some of the reasons we want to praise Jesus? (He is God’s Son. He was
willing to die on the cross to pay the punishment for all people’s sins. He rose
from the dead. He loves us all. He taught us the best way to live.)

2. What are some ways we can praise Jesus? (Sing songs to Him. When we pray, tell
Him why we love Him or what we are thankful for. Tell others how wonderful He is.)

3. What is your favorite way to praise Jesus? Volunteers respond.
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s 2 T - A W e & , )
Palmn-Braxieh Riekwup
Bible Focus » Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11;
Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19

Materials
Bibles, green construction paper, scissors or paper
cutter‘, markers.

Preparation
Cut construction paper into small squares, making at ,
least 10 squares for each student. S —

Lead the Game

1. When Jesus was entering Jerusalem, people
gave Him praise by covering the ground with
branches from palm trees. We’re going to play
a game and give praise to Jesus, too.

2. Give each student 10 squares of paper and a
marker. Students number squares 1to 10 and
then randomly place squares, numbered side
down, in center of playing area.

3. Divide students into two teams. Teams line up
shoulder-to-shoulder on opposite sides of the
playing area. Assign numbers to students as
in the game Steal the Bacon (see sketch).

4. Call two numbers. Students with those numbers
from each team have five seconds to collect as
many green squares as possible. Call “stop”
when time is up; students return to teams with the squares they collected. Vol-
unteer(s) from team who collected the square with the highest number tells a
reason to praise Jesus.

5. To play another round, volunteers return squares to playing area, numbered side
down. Play as many rounds as time allows.

Piscussion Questions

1. Instead of laying palm branches on the ground, how might we show praise to an
important person today? (Putting down a red carpet where that person is going
to walk. Clapping for a person.)

2. What are some ways we can give praise to Jesus today? (Sing songs to Him. Pray
to Him and tell Him what we praise Him for. Tell other people how great He is.)

3. What are some reasons Jesus is so great?
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Paper-ARirplane Fun -

Bible Focus » Luke 6:36

Materials
Bibles, paper, markers.

Preparation

Practice making a paper airplane following sketches
below. Print “share food with friend” on a sheet of
paper and then fold paper to make airplane.

Lead the Game

1. Fly prepared airplane to a student. Student unfolds airplane
and reads aloud what is written on it. To share food with a
friend is something we can do during lunch at school or
when a friend comes to our house to play. What is a way
you might share food that is not expected? (Share food :j
with a homeless person or cook a meal for a needy family.)
Student writes idea on paper airplane, refolds it and flies

it back to you. Discuss the idea of showing mercy to others o~
in unexpected ways, asking the discussion questions below. \/\?:\ N
2. Each student writes on separate papers two or three situa-

tions in which they could show mercy to other people (some-
onhe got hurt on the playground, parent had a hard day at ‘
work, kid is sitting all alone in the lunch room, etc.). Students

make paper airplanes from papers on which they wrote.

3. Students form two teams. Teams stand against opposite walls of the room. Vol-
unteer from each team throws one airplane to the opposite team. Team unfolds
airplane and reads situation aloud and then works together to think of a way to
show mercy in that same sitvation. Team writes idea on airplane, refolds it and
flies plane back. Continue with new volunteers from each team as time permits,
discussing sitvations and responses.

Piscussion Questions
1. How does Luke 6:36 tell us we should act? (Merciful.) What does it mean to be mer-
ciful? (To show kindness or love beyond what is expected.)

2. How can we show mercy in an unexpected way at school? In our neighborhood?
To people living in other countries?

3. What are examples of showing mercy and helping someone who is hurting on the
outside? (Get help for someone if they are injured.) On the inside? (Choose the new
Kid at school for your baseball team if he or she is lonely.)
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Lesson 36
Getling Crafty
Pencil Toppers
What Each Child Needs

variety of small wooden shapes
acrylic paint in various colors
fine-tipped paintbrushes

glue

2 new pencils

chenille wire in various colors

scissors

What Each Child Does

1. Choose two small wooden shapes and paint them. (Optional: Paint the back of
the shapes.) Set aside to dry.

2. Apply a small layer of glue around the metal part of the eraser on the pencil.
Wrap one end of a chenille wire several times tightly around the glued area.
Extend the rest of the chenille wire beyond the end of the eraser and twist in
a spiral shape.) Trim the chenille wire to the desired length.

3. Apply a small amount of glue to the back of the painted wooden shape and
attach to the end of the chenille wire. Repeat steps 2 and 3 with the second
pencil.

4. Keep one pencil topper for yourself and give one to a friend.
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Lesson 12

Getling Crafty

Personal Size White Boards

ClOO
Ff{lqve h’\dden o@’

0
Your word in 8 o

S0l My heat.” |77
&

Pealm 119: 11

What Each Child Needs

5x7-inch (12.5x18-cm) wooden picture frame with plastic instead of glass (available
at craft stores)

decorating items (stickers, markers, glitter glue, etc.)

sheet of white paper

scissors

thin-tip dry erase marker

What Each Child Does

1. Disassemble the picture frame, setting aside the back and clear plastic.
2. Decorate wooden frame with markers, glitter glue, stickers, etc.

3. Cut a piece of white paper 5x7-inches (12.5x18-cm) to fit into the frame. As you
reassemble the frame, make sure that the white paper is visible through the clear
plastic.

4. Use the dry erase marker to write a Bible verse you want to remember on the
plastic surface. It will wipe away with a napkin!
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—

Praciice, Praciice!

Bible Focus » Daniel 6

Materials
Bibles, masking tape, materials for one or more of
the activities below.

Preparation
Set up one or more of the activities below.

Lead the Game

1. Daniel prayed to God three times a day. Talking to God is so
important that He wants us to pray every day so that praying
becomes a habit. The more we pray, the more we get to know
God and the ways in which we can love and obey Him. Let’s prac-
tice doing some thing several times to see if we get better at it.

2. Explain activities to the students. Students move around
to the different activities as time allows. Make sure stu-
dents try the chosen activity more than once so that
they get to practice it.

Beanbag Toss
Set a large plastic bowl or tub about 5 feet (1.5 m) from a masking-tape

line. Students stand behind line, face away from tub and toss beanbag over shoulder
back toward the tub.

Ball Bounce

Place a trash can about 8 feet (2.4 m) away from a masking-tape line. Students stand
behind line and throw the ball to bounce it into the trash can. The ball must bounce
at least once before it enters the trash can.

Marshmallow Move

Set an open bag of marshmallows and a pair of chopsticks 4 feet (1.2 m) from a plastic
bowl. Students use chopsticks to pick up a marshmallow and carry it to the plastic
bowl without touching marshmallow with their hands.

Piscussion Questions
1. Which activity was the hardest? The easiest?

2. How did the activities become easier the more you practiced them?

3. What would help you remember to pray every day? (A reminder from your parents.
Making a sign to help you remember. An alarm clock ringing at the time you want
to pray.)
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Rrayes Hop

Bible Focus » Matthew 6:9-13

Materials
Bibles, index cards, marker, masking tape, four chairs. |

Preparation

Divide the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) into 10
phrases. Print each phrase on a separate index
card. Make a duplicate set of cards. Make a masking- ‘
tape line on one side of the classroom. Place chairs in ——
two rows of two in center of the playing area,
one row for each team.

Place five cards on each

chair, using one set for

each team.

Lead the Game

1. Jesus taught us how important it is to pray to God. Let’s play a game to help us
remember what Jesus said in the prayer He prayed as an example for us.

2. Divide class into two teams of five students each. Teams line up behind masking-
tape line. At your signal, first student in each line hops to each chair in his or her
line, picking up top card on each stack. Student then returns to tag next student
in line. Continve until all cards have been collected.

3. When team has collected all its cards, team members put the cards in order, refer-

ring to Matthew 6:9-13 in their Bibles as needed. First team to finish reads prayer
aloud. Repeat relay as time permits.

Option

Bring a shack for the class. Before plaging the game, draw a small star on one of the
cards. Student who collects that card serves a snack to all students at the end of
the game.

Piscussion Questions
1. What are some things Jesus prayed about? What did Jesus ask His Father in heav-
en to do?

2. What are some things you can talk to God about? (Problems at school. Family mem-
bers I’'m thankful for. Things | need help with.)

3. What are some things you can thank and praise God for? What are some things
you need God to help you with?
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- , w, « o o*«
Puwnpkin Praise
Bible Focus » Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 1r:1-11;
Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19

Materials |
Bibles, four to eight pumpkins of any size for every ¢
10 students, black permanent markers.

Preparation
Arrange pumpkins to create an obstacle course in your ,
playing area (see sketch). Create one obstacle course ——
for every 10 students. Place a marker next to the
last pumpkin in each course.

Lead the Game @
1. Thanksgiving time reminds us s i

to give thanks to God for His ___.-- g

care for us. Let’s play a game

to thank God for the great

things He has given us. N .
2. Students line up in a single-file \
line at the beginning of the obsta- et
cle course. Demonstrate how to complete
the obstacle course (which order and direction to run
around each pumpkin, whether to circle around each pumpkin or just pass by it,
etc.). When you reach the last pumpkin in your course, use the marker to write or
draw on the pumpkin something for which you are thankful. What is something
that you are thankful for? Print volunteer’s response on the pumpkin as an
example.

3. At your signal, first student in line begins obstacle course. When student has finished
course and written on pumpkin, he or she tags the next student in line who begins
obstacle course. Continue until each student has had a turn. Then ask volunteers
to tell their responses from the pumpkins.

Piscussion Questions
1. What are some ways God cares for your familg?

2. How can you show God that you are thankful for His love and care? (Name the
things you are thankful for when you pray. Write God a thank-you prayer. Sing
praise songs to Him.)

3. What is your favorite way to tell God thank you?
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Quick-Sdow Swiiteh
Bible Focus » James I:19; 3:3-12

Materials
Bibles, masking tape.

Preparation
On the floor, use masking tape to form three large
squares.

Lead the Game

1. Being careful about what we say shows self-control and helps us be better friends
to others. James 1:14 tells us to be “quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become
angry” Let’s practice being quick and slow in our game today.

2. Ask a volunteer to be “It” Form three groups from remaining students. Each group
stands in a separate square.

3. Call out either “Quick” or “Slow” and a description such as “kids wearing green” or
“Kids with brown hair” Students who fit that description move at the called speed to
a hew square, while “It” moves at same speed to tag students before they reach a
new square. Any student who is tagged outside a square becomes “It” also.

4. Continue play, periodically calling out “Quick switch” or “Slow switch,” at which time
all students must move to a new square at the designated speed. When only a few
students have not been tagged, begin a hew round of the game with a new “It”

Options
1. Play fast or slow music to indicate the speed at which students should
move each time you call out a new description.

2. To challenge older students, review James 1:19 and
then say “Listen” to indicate quick movement and
“Speak” to indicate slow-motion during the game.

Piscussion Questions

1. When might it be hard to show self-control when you talk to others? (When you’re
angry. When you feel like saying something unkind. When you don’t like what some-
one is saying.)

2. What can you do when you need help showing self-control in your speech? (Follow
James 1:19 and be quick to listen and slow to speak. Pray and ask God for His help.
Count to 10 before you speak when you feel upset. Walk away before you say some-
thing you shouldn’t say.)

3. How would your (school) be a better place if kids were careful about what they say?
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Materials
Bibles, paper plates, markers.

Preparation

Print the letters from the sentence “Jesus is alive,”
printing one letter on each paper plate. Make one
set for every 12 students. Use a different-color marker ,
each time you print the sentence. ——

Lead the Game

1. God’s promise of salvation came true in Jesus’ death
and resurrection. Let’s play a game where we are
reminded of Jesus’ resurrection.

2. Divide class into teams of no more than 12. Each
team lines up single file at one side of the
playing area. Give each student a paper
plate written in his or her team’s color.

(If teams are small some students may
have more than one paper plate.)

3. Students take turns throwing the paper plates like Frisbees. Then, at your signal,
first student in each line runs to collect one of his or her team’s paper plates. Next
students in line repeat process.

4. When all of the paper plates have been collected, teams put them in order to read
“Jesus is alive”

Options
1. If you have a small plaging area, challenge students to Skip or hop (or another way
of movement) to collect the plates and return to line.

2. Students retrieve the plates in order. The first team to complete the sentence gives
an example of how we know Jesus is alive.

Piscussion Questions
1. What are some other ways to complete the sentence “Jesus is . .. ”?

2. What are some ways we can show Jesus we are thankful for the wonderful news
that He died to take the punishment for our sins and that He is alive today? (Sing
praise songs to Him. Invite a friend to an Easter service or event at church.)

3. How does your family celebrate Jesus’ resurrection at Eastertime?
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et * P - —
Ring Toss
Bible Focus » Isaiah 9:1-7; Micah 5:2-4%

Materials

Bibles; paper plates; scissors; measuring stick;
stapler; butcher paper; marker; filled, small
plastic water bottle; scratch paper; pencils.

Preparation
Cut the center section out of two paper plates, leaving ‘
at least a ring 1-inch (2.5-cm) wide. Staple the plates to- ——
gether, one on top of the other, to create a sturdy ring
(see sketch a). On a 3x3-foot (.ax.9-m) square of butcher
paper, draw and number sections and place water bottle
as shown in sketch b.

Lead the Game

1. The prophets Isaiah and Micah told
people about God’s promise to send
a Savior. The season when people
get ready to celebrate the birth
of Jesus, the promised Savior, is
called Advent. Let’s play a game
with things that will remind us of Advent and help us think about getting ready
to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.

2. Students line up approximately 4 feet (1.2 m) from prepared paper. Give the paper-
plate ring to the first student in line.

3. At your signal, the first student tosses the ring at the bottle. Student determines
points based on where ring lands, retrieves ring and gives it to next student in
line. (Note: A ring that circles the bottle scores 10 points.) Next student repeats
action. Students keep track of points on scratch paper. Student with the highest
score when you call stop answers one of the Discussion Questions below. Repeat
play as time allows.

Piscussion Questions
1. What do you do to get readg for school? To goona trip? To celebrate Christmas?

2. What do you and your family do to get ready to celebrate Christmas? Which of
those celebrations especially remind youv of Jesus’ birth?

3. How can you get ready to celebrate Jesus’ birth? (Thank God that He sent Jesus.
Sing songs to worship God. Prepare gifts for others to celebrate Jesus’ birth.)
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Lesson 20
Getling Crafty
Scratchy Paintings
What Each Child Needs
crayons

8!/2x 11-inch (21.5x28-cm)

sheet of cardstock (( . ; g }3
dish S(:ap t L\S‘\'Cﬂ ‘{b adV'Ce ‘
black paint GY\A QCCQPT iY\S‘l‘HAC'\'IOYI,

plastic cup

newspaper qnd ‘h “'VE ehd )’OL\
paint brush w“\ m W;Se .)) @
AN NY

toothpick

What Each Child Does

1. Color the entire sheet of cardstock. Press down hard while you are coloring. Use
lots of colors in any kind of desired pattern.

2. With an adult’s help, mix a few drops of dish soap with black paint in a plastic
cup. Paint mixture over entire sheet of colored stock paper. Make sure that sheet
is completely covered, but not so thick that it won’t dry.

3. Set painting aside to dry. (Note: You may wish to complete lesson on previous
page while paintings dry.)

4. When painting is dry, use the pointy tip of a toothpick to scratch black paint away
and write Proverbs 19:20 on the cardstock. (Optional: Choose one or two key
words of the verse to write.) You may also use the toothpick to scratch designs
around the edges of the verse.
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Seevef Pass-0Ff
Bible Focus » dcts 3:1-16

Materials
Bibles, marbles, paper clips or other small objects.

Lead the Game

1. In the name of Jesus, Peter healed a man who
couldn’t walk since his birth. Jesus helps us
share what we have to help other people. Let’s
play a game in which we are secretly trying to
give something away.

2. Choose at least one volunteer to become a “watcher” One
watcher for every six or seven students will be needed.
Watchers close eyes while you quietly give marbles or
other small objects to no more than half of remaining
students.

3. All students put hands behind backs and begin walking
around the room, passing objects to each other while
keeping hands behind backs. Watchers open eyes and
try to detect who are holding the objects. To increase
challenge, all students should pretend to pass objects.

il

il

i
[

4. Call time after a minute or so. Watchers name students
they think are holding objects. If their guesses are cor-
rect, students holding objects give them to the Watchers.
If their guesses are incorrect, begin a new round of play.
After the second round, choose new Watchers whether or
not all objects have been collected. Play as many rounds
as time allows.

Piscussion Questions
1. Was it easier to be a watcher or a secret giver in this game?

2. Why does Jesus tell us it is important to give to each other? (Giving or helping
others show how we love them. We show our love for God by helping others.)

3. Besides money, what else does Jesus help us give to others? (Being a friend to
someone who is lonely. Helping someone who can’t do something on their own.)

© 2006 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. The Really Big Book of Bible Games Back to Index 203


Newcom_Meredith
Text Box
Back to Index


Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 188



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 189



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 190

shephesd Relay
Bible Focus: Luke 2:1-20; 1 John 4:9

Materials

Bibles, one shepherd costume (towels, bathrobes,
fabric lengths, sandals, walking sticks, etc.) for
each group of six to eight students, large paper
bags.

Preparation .
Place the materials for each costume in a separate paper S —
bag at one end of an open plaging area.

Lead the Game

1. The birth of God’s Son, Jesus, the Savior; is reason
for the whole world to celebrate! Let’s play a
game to dress up as some of the people who

were among the first to celebrate Jesus’ birth— \ \&;ﬁm
the shepherds! 0\\§\
. . N
2. Using the materials from one paper bag, demon- %&W

\

\

strate how to dress as a shepherd. When you are
completely dressed up, hold the walking stick and
call out, “Jesus the Savior is born today!” Return
materials to bag.

\\§\
-

m
&\

3. Students form teams of no more than six to eight. Teams stand
in single-file lines across the playing area from paper bags. At your
signal, the first student on each team runs to his or her team’s bag, dresses
up in shepherd clothes, holds up the walking stick and calls out, “Jesus the Savior
is born today!” Student puts clothes back in bag and returns to his or her team.
The next student in line repeats the action. Students continue taking turns until
all students have had a turn. A volunteer from the first team to finish answers
one of the Discussion Questions below. Play again as time allows.

Piscussion Questions
1. Why should the whole world celebrate Jesus’ birth? (He came as the Savior for
all people. God showed His love for the whole world when He sent Jesus.)

2. What are some ways you’ve seen or heard the Christmas story?

3. What are some ways you, your family or your church tell other people that Jesus
has been born?
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Lesson 7

Getling Crafty

Smiley Face Door Hanger

What Each Child Needs

dry pasta in assorted colors and shapes
newspaper

black acrylic paint

paintbrush

12-inch (30.5-cm) yellow paper plate

black marker

single hole punch
18-inch (45.5-cm) piece of black ribbon or yarn

scissors

glue

What Each Child Does

1. Decide which pasta shapes you want to use to create eyes and a mouth. Then set
pasta shapes on newspaper and use the black paint to paint the pasta. (Optional:
Instead of painting pasta, leave pasta its original assorted color.) Set it aside to
dry.

2. With the black marker, write “Smile, God Loves You” around the edge of the
paper plate. Punch one hole in the top of the plate. Cut and tie an 18-inch (45.5-
cm) piece of ribbon or yarn through the hole to create a loop.

3. Glue the pasta into place and allow it to dry completely before hanging plate on a
doorknob.
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Siiek Togeihes Relay

Bible Focus » Colossians 3:15

Materials
Bibles, balloons.

Preparation
Inflate one balloon for each team of five students.

Lead the Game

1. Faithfulness to others means being a friend in good and ~—
bad times. Let’s practice faithfulness by sticking with each other in our game today.

2. Divide students into teams of five. Teams line up on one side of the classroom. Give
the first student in each line an inflated balloon.

3. At your signal, the first student in each line taps the balloon up into the air as he or
she moves to the other side of the playing area and back. The second student in line
then taps the balloon across the playing area and back while holding the wrist of
the first student. Game continues until the whole team is holding wrists and moving
across the playing area and back as the last student taps the balloon.

4. As teams complete the relay, they sit down. A volunteer from the last team to finish
answers one of the Discussion Questions below (or chooses a student from one of
the other teams to answer a question). Continue the discussion, asking the
remaining questions.

Options

1. Bounce a basketball, kick a tennis ball or carry
a Ping-Pong ball on a spoon instead of tapping
a balloon across the room.

2. Younger students complete relay in pairs, instead
of whole team holding hands.

Piscussion Questions
1. How does this game show us what faithfulness is? (Faithfulness is sticking with
someone or something, ho matter what.)

2. Read Proverbs 17:17 aloud. According to Proverbs 17:17, what does a faithful friend
do? Would that be hard or easy? Why?

3. Why might a kid your age have a hard time continving to be a faithful friend to
someone? (When that person moves away. When he or she stops being nice. When
we find new friends.) What can we do to remember to be faithful friends, even
when it’s hard? (Ask God’s help. Remember the words of Proverbs 17:17.)
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Lesson 46

Getling Crafty

Thanksgiving Tree

What Each Child Needs

small clay pot

packing tape

plaster of paris

mixing bowl

water

small tree branch with leaves removed
markers or pens

green construction paper

green ribbon

scissors

hole punch
optional—16 ounce plastic cup, small rocks

and dirt, paint and paintbrushes

What Each Child Does

1. Place a piece of packing tape on the inside bottom of the pot to cover any hole(s).
(Optional: Instead of a clay pot, use a 16 ounce plastic cup.) With an adult’s help,
mix plaster of paris with water, according to directions on package to fill the pot
3/a full. (Optional: Instead of plaster of paris, use small rocks and dirt to prop up
your branch.)

2. Have an adult help you pour plaster into clay pot and let sit for one or two min-
utes until slightly firm. Push the branch into center of pot. The branch should be
able to stand on its own. If not, let the plaster dry for a few more minutes. Once
the branch is standing, set pot aside.

3. Draw and cut 10 (or desired amount) leaf shapes from green construction paper.
Punch a hole into one end of each leaf.

4. On several leaves, write things that you are thankful for. Keep extra leaves handy
so that you may add to your tree as you think of more things to thank God for.)
Then tie leaves to the branch with green ribbon to create a Thanksgiving tree.
(Optional: For an added splash of color, paint your pot with craft paints.)
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Lesson 51
Getling Crafty
The Greatest Gift
What Each Child Needs
markers

1-inch (2.5-cm) wooden bead
large empty matchbox

Easter grass or raffia

4-inch (10-cm) square of white fabric
wrapping paper
scissors

craft glue

bows or ribbons

What Each Child Does

1. Draw a face on the wooden bead.

2. Slide off outside portion of matchbox. Fill matchbox with Easter grass or raffia.
Tuck the white fabric in and around the sides of the matchbox to look like a
blanket.

3. Glue the wooden bead at the top edge of the blanket to represent the face of baby
Jesus. Slide back on the outside portion of the matchbox.

4. Cut a piece of wrapping paper the same width as the box. Make sure paper is long
enough to wrap around matchbox. Glue wrapping paper around the matchbox.
Do not glue wrapping paper around ends of matchbox. (Matchbox must be able
to open and close.) Add ribbons or bows for decoration.

5. Keep your project under your Christmas tree as a reminder that the greatest gift
to us is Jesus!
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= P .
Toe Sevviee
Bible Focus » John 15:13

Materials
Bibles, index cards, marker.

Preparation

Print the words of John 15:13 on index cards, one
word per card. Make one set of verse cards for
every eight to 10 students.

Lead the Game

1. One of the ways Jesus showed His love just before He suffered and died to take
the punishment for our sins was to wash His disciples’ feet. Washing feet was
something a servant would usvally do. Let’s play a game that uses our feet!

2. Group students in teams of eight to 10. Each team lines up single-file on one side
of playing area. Students remove shoes and socks. Place a mixed-up set of verse
cards across the playing area from each team.

3. At your signal, the first student from each team skips across
playing area to cards, picks up one card and places it in be-
tween his or her first two toes. Student walks back to team
with card held between toes. If card falls before he or she
returns to the team, student must stop to replace card. Next
student in line repeat action until all cards have been collect-
ed. Students on each team work together to order verse
cards. First team finished reads verse aloud. Students
check verse in Bible.

Option
If your class has fewer than 16 students, all students act as one
team and race against the clock.

Piscussion Questions

1. Jesus showed us His love and laid down His life for us by
dying on the cross. How might we do what John 15:13 says and
show love to our friends? (Help them even when we don’t feel like it. Be friendly
even if they aren’t being very friendly to us. Think of a caring thing you can do
and do it.)

2. What can we do to thank Jesus for laying down His life for us? (Accept His offer
to take the punishment for our sins and believe in His death and forgiveness.)
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Veyse Bowd
Bible Focus » 1 Corinthians 13:7

Materials
Bibles, Post-it Notes, marker, 10 empty plastic soda
or water bottles, pencils, tennis ball.

Preparation
Print the words and reference of 1 Corinthians 13:7 on
Post-it Notes, one word on each note. Stick each note ,
on a plastic bottle. Also print the words and reference —
of 1 Corinthians 13:7 on a sheet of paper. Photocopy one
verse paper for each student. Set plastic bottles in a
bowling-pin formation on one side of the playing
area.

Lead the Game

1. God’s patience with us shows us how to be patient
with others. Let’s play a game to find out a little more about patience.

2. Give each student a verse paper and a pencil. Ask a volunteer to read the verse
aloud. Students line up about 7 feet (2.1 m) from the verse bottles.

3. The first student in line rolls the tennis ball at the bottles. Student takes verse
paper and pencil over to bottles and reads words on the knocked-over bottles.
Student crosses off those words on the verse paper, returns bottles to original
positions and goes to the end of the line. Next student in line repeats action. Play
continues until all students have crossed off all words on their papers. The stu-
dents who finish first may assist the other students by reading words on bottles
and setting them back in place.

Piscussion Questions

1. When did you have to be patient in this game? (Waiting for your turn. Waiting for
others to finish crossing off words.) Which word in our verse is most like the word
“patience”? (“Perseveres.”) Perseverance means continving to do something even
when it is hard and patience means waiting without complaining.

2. How does God show patience toward us? (He forgives us when we’re sorry. He
takes care of us, even when we don’t thank Him.)

3. When are some times youv can be patient with your family? With your classmates?
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Lesson 28

Getling Crafty

Verse Pouch

What Each Child Needs

Bible

4x12-inch (10x30.5-cm) piece
of craft foam

hole punch

tape

1 yard (.9 m) length of yarn

craft foam scraps or shapes

index card

marker

What Each Child Does

1. Fold the piece of craft foam in half. Punch holes every !/2-inch (1.3-cm) down
both sides of the folded craft foam. Do not punch hole in the top of the craft
foam or on the folded edge.

2. Wrap a small piece of tape around the tip of one end of the yarn to make it easier
to thread through the punched holes. Thread yarn through the holes on one side
of the pouch. Tie off the ends. Repeat step on the other side of the pouch. Use
remainder of yarn to tie a strap from one side of pouch to the other side.

3. Glue craft foam scraps or pre-cut designs as decorations on the front of pouch.

4. Write Philippians 2:3 on the index card and put it inside the pouch. (Optional:
Provide additional index cards on which children can write other verses to keep
in the pouch.)

122 © 2007 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. The Big Book of Bible Lessons for Crafty Kids

ndex

Table of Contents

o



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 210

T\ 2N A V/ < Darl ¥
Waitech Youy Baek!
Bible Focus » dcts 12:1-17; Colossians 4:2

Materials
Bibles, large Post-it Notes.

Lead the Game

God provided an angel to free Peter from prison.
God always answers our prayers, though sometimes
He does it in ways we don’t expect. That’s why Col-
ossians 4:2 tells us we need to be watching for the S—
ways He answers. Let’s play a game in which
we heed to be watchful, too!

Place a Post-it Note on the back of each
student.

At your signal, students begin trying
to grab Post-it Notes from each other.
Students may not hold onto or
touch their own Post-it Notes
in defense. They must watch
out for anyone who is trying
to grab their notes as they
attempt to grab other students’ notes.

When a student’s note is grabbed, that student must surrender any other notes he
or she has collected and then move to the side of the playing area. Grabbing con-
tinues until only one student has his or her original note (and everyone else’s
notes) or time is called. Redistribute Post-it Notes and play again as time allows.

Option

Instead of Post-it Notes, play game with long, narrow fabric strips that students tuck
into their clothes.

Piscussion Questions

2.

198 Back to Index

What did you watch for while you played this game? What happened if you didn’t
watch?

Because we know God always answers prayer, what should we do after we pray
for something? (Be watching for how God is going to answer our prayer. Not worry
about things we have prayed about, but trust God to take care of them.)

What kinds of things should we talk to God about when we pray? (Things we are
thankful for. Reasons we love Him. Problems we or other people are having and
nheed His help with.)
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Bible Focus » dcts 1:8

Materials
Bibles, large sheet of paper, marker, masking tape,
soft ball, large container.

Preparation
Draw a line down the center of a large sheet of paper.
Print “Team 1”7 on one side and “Team 2” on the other. ‘
Display in classroom. ——

Lead the Game

1. Jesus’ disciples withessed, or saw, the miracles Jesus did.
The miracles showed everyone Jesus is God’s Son. So when
the disciples went out and “witnessed,” they were telling
others about Jesus. Divide class into two teams.
Play a basketball-type game similar to H-0-R-S-E.
Teams take turns attempting to toss ball into !
a container. Each time ball lands in container,
team writes a letter of the word “witness”
on its side of the paper.

2. When one team completes the word, a volun-
teer from that team answers one of the discussion questions below.

3. The first team to finish tells a situation when they could tell others about God and
share His love.

Option

Divide the group into teams by a hew method for each round. Try one or more of the
following: Students line up in alphabetical order according to the first letter of first
names. Divide line evenly. Students group themselves by a color on their clothes or the
kind of shoes they are wearing. Combine groups to make two even teams. Students line
up in order of the last digit of their phone numbers. Divide the line into teams.

Piscussion Questions

1. Whg do you want to be part of God’s familg? (Tell your own reasons for becoming
a Christian before asking students to tell reasons. Also be careful to not pUSh
students who are not comfortable answer‘ing the question.)

2. Read Acts 1:8 aloud. What does God give us to be able to withess Jesus to others?
(The Holy Spirit).

3. What are some ways you can tell others about Jesus?
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Making eyeglass cases for the elderly.

Service Project

This is a great project to do for a group of residents at a nursing home. It is
also something that could be done on Grandparent's Day at school or for a
gift for any holiday.

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:10
What you Need:

Old , wide men's neckties (1 per student)

Glue

Self-adhesive, hook and loop Velcro dots (2 per case)
Paper to write a note explaining how to use the gift
Sharp scissors

Chalk

Clips or clothespins

Preparation:

A week or so before you plan to make these, ask children to bring in old
neckties that are no longer being use. The wider the better! You can also
check at thrift stores or garage sales. Make sure that you wash or clean
anything you bring in.

If you have time, make a case yourself so that you have something to show
the children . This will also help you to see how long it might take your
particular group to complete the project.

What to do:
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Start by having the kids close their eyes. Then ask them with their eyes still
closed, to tell you what you are wearing, what color your eyes are, if you are
wearing glasses, etc.

Then have them open their eyes and look at you for 10 seconds. Ask them to
close their eyes again and do this all over. Ask if it was easier to notice
specific things the 2nd time.

Then ask if this is how we sometimes overlook the needs of others. Read 1
Peter4:10

Tell the children that we all have needs and that God knows every single one!
He knows everything we need and want. We can serve others if we are
aware of others needs too. God has blessed us with so much and He's given
each child the ability to serve someone else. Today we are going to serve
some older people who wear glasses. They need their glasses to see what's
going on around them, so we are going to amke cases to protect their
glasses. We will use both our eyes and our hearts to serve others!

The project:

1) Place the tie on a desk. Measure 12 inches from the pointed, wider end.
Mark it with a piece of chalk, drawing a line across the fabric.

2)Cut along your line.

3) Look at your tie and remove any tags that are visible. If the inside seam is
unraveling, carefully glue it together.

4)Glue the cut end together. Secure with a clip or clothespin if necessary.

5)Place one Velcro dot on the inside tip of the tie. Fold over the tip and place
another dot where the tip meets the fabric.

6) Make a card explaining how to use the case and wishing the recipient a
Happy Birthday, Merry Christmas, or Good Day.
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More Than Warmth

Service Activity

Make a quilt for a child in need from Sudan.

More than Warmth is a no -profit organization started by Judith Meeker, a
teacher in the United States to help children learn about other cultures and to
share peace and friendship through non-violent means. More than 11,000
students of all ages have participated. The students color pretty designs and
pictures on squares of muslin material. These are then sent to a group of
quilters who make the squares into blanket, which is sent to a child in need.
We have picked the country of Sudan to send our blanket to. This will allow
coordinators to talk about the country, its culture, people, etc. to help the
children have an idea of where their blanket is going.

Scripture Reference: Romans 12:13 Share with God's people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.

What you Need:

Uchita Marvey Markers (Fabric Markers)
1 - 2 yards of muslin , depending on how many squares you make

pen and paper to write a letter

Preparation:

Cut the muslin into 11 1/2 inch squares before the party. Determine how
many squares you will need for your class. You will need 12 squares for one
quilt. Make as many quilts as you would like! You can give each child a
square or have 2-3 children work on one square.

Do a little research about the country of Sudan. Show the children where it is
on a map and tell them how it is different from the United States. We will be
sending the quilts to a woman named Nella. She lives in Khartoum in North
Sudan. She distribute the quilts to mainly refugees from South Sudan that
have lived in North Sudan for many years because of the civil war in the
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South. There should be a referendum vote in early 2011 for the South to be
independent, if that happens many people will go back to their homeland in
the South. She hopes to visit Juba, in South Sudan and will distribute quilts

and clothes there.

What to do:

1) Begin by telling the children what they will be doing and who will receive
the quilts. Tell them about Sudan and show them where it is on a big map in
the classroom.

1) Next, have the children draw a design on paper. Encourage them to keep
their drawing free from references to war, political agendas or religion, so
that the message of peace and friendship is clear. You can suggest happy ,
positive images such as hearts, rainbows, flowers, etc. Remember that these
could be going to people who have not heard the Good News yet. The Idea
of peace and friendship is something they could understand.

2) Use the fabric markers to color in the designs and pictures on the muslin.

3) After they have finished coloring the blocks, have each child write a letter
to the child who will receive the quilt. They can talk about where they live,
what the weather is like here, their families, how much fun it was to make
the quilt, etc. You could remind them that the children who receive these
quilts most likely will not know what a computer, Nintendo Ds, Webkinz, Silly
bands, etc. are. Without frightening the children, let them know that the
children in Sudan have very little in the way of material possessions. As was
noted above, most live in refugee camps.

4)You can pray over the quilt squares as a class if you want before packaging
them up to send.

5) If there is a parent who quilts, feel free to quilt the squares. For more
information about that, contact Judith Meeker (see below).

Although quilts will be hand carried to children, tax deductable contributions
to help ship the quilts to US designations would be greatly appreciated.
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If you would like to make a monetary contribution, please contact:

More Than Warmth

Judith Biondo Meeker
info@morethanwarmth.org
Fax 615-712-6241

Ship quilts/ squares/ packets of letters to:
More than Warmth

110 Fifth Rd.

Summertown, TN 38483

For pictures of the quilts and more information, please see the
website.
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Adopt a Missionary Family

Service Project

Do you know a missionary that is serving God in another country? Or maybe
someone serving right here in the United States. Many churches financially
support missionaries all over the world. These people are bringing God's Word to
those who have not heard. It is often a difficult and challenging life as they serve
God. Just like us, these people need love and encouragement as they serve.

Your class can "adopt" a missionary or family and write letters encouraging them
in their work. This can be done throughout the year, not just at holidays. The
class can develop a relationship with the missionary and also start to develop a
world view of all of God's people.

Scripture Reference: Matthew 28:18-20 (the Great Commission)

What you Need:

A missionary or missionary family contact information!! If you don't know
someone personally that would be good for your class, check with your church to
see who they support. Or poll the parents of the students of your class and see if
they know anyone. Let your child's teacher know what you are planning and get
the "okay" from him or her before you start.

Preparation:

Before presenting this to the class, get in touch with the person (or persons) you
have chosen to adopt and let them know what you are doing. You could ask
them to send a list of birthdates, prayer requests, special needs, little luxuries
they can't get where they are, etc. You will be amazed at the simple things that
make a difference.

For instance, we knew missionaries in Russia that loved to receive chocolate chips
for making cookies. This was a special treat, as the tiny grocery store that they
used in Siberia did not carry this "luxury." The missionaries made chocolate chip
cookies and shared them with the people who had never had these before. (can
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you even imagine?!!) It made them feel very special and brought a touch of home
to the missionaries.

Ask God to open your heart to the possibilities and get ready to be blown away!
What to do:

Talk to the children about what it means to be a missionary. Tell them that God
calls all of us to share His love and His Word with others. Some people He
specifically calls to go to another land and tell the people there about Him. It's
not easy sometimes but He provides what they need to do His work. We can walk
with these people and strengthen them with words of encouragement, small
gifts, and especially prayers.

Tell them what you know about the missionary and where he or she lives.
The sky's the limit with what you do next! A few ideas...

You could have the children write letters to get to know their missionary. If you
know some of the special requests or needs of the missionary, bring along a few
items to show the kids that you will send them with their letters. (books, videos,
chocolate chips, whatever it may be)

When they have finished writing their letters, review them and then have the
children help you pack a small box to send.

You could pray over the package and for the missionaries.

Before each holiday, you could do something special for your missionary family.
You may have to plan several weeks in advance as mailing to some remote areas
takes time.

The children may have ideas too for their next party or time to communicate.

If you get a picture of the missionary, ask the teacher if you can put it up in the
room to remind the children to pray.
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Candy Treats

Service Project

Making small bags of treats for people in poor countries.

Matthew 25 Ministries serves the needs of poor people all over the world. They
provide food, clothing, personal care items, school supplies, materials to build
homes and many other essential items. They often send supplies in bulk, but also
have room for smaller packages too. In this service project, we are simply
providing a "sweet treat" to people who don't often get treats. They are happy
just to receive enough to get by. Many have never received a special treat just
because someone wanted to bless them. Just as our Father blesses us, this is an
opportunity to do the same for someone else.

Scripture reference: Romans 12:10

What you need:

ziplock snack bags

large bags of hard candy (no chocolate) these can be found at Costco or Sam's
Strips of colored paper (optional)

Preparation:

Cut brightly colored strips of paper to fit inside the snack bags.

Decide how many bags you want each child to make and how much candy you
will need. (6 pieces of candy per bag.)

What to do:

First ask the children if they like treats. Let them talk about treats and what their
favorite is. Ask them when they get a treat. Ask them if they ever get a treat just
because someone loves them and wants to do something nice for them. How
does that make them feel. Special? Give all of the children a piece of hard candy.
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Then ask them what it would be like if they never got a treat.

Tell them there are probably people in the world that have never had a little treat
like they just did. Some people are just too poor to afford treats.

Ask them if they'd like to give those people a treat and tell them that's what their
service project is all about.

Project:
Distribute the bags and candy to the children.
Have the children put 6 pieces of candy in each bag (preferably different kinds).

After they have filled all of the bags, ask them to write a short note to place in the
bag, such as: "You are special! Enjoy!"

"A special treat for a special person!" or whatever they would like to write.

Collect all of the bags and deliver them to Matthew 25 Ministries. They are open
9-4pm Mon through Fr and 9-noon on Sat. Call to make sure someone will be
there.

11060 Kenwood Road
Blue Ash, Ohio 45242

513-793-6256
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Postcards

Service Project

Create bundles of postcards to give as gifts.

This is a service project that could be done for any number of people. (elderly,
grandparents, servicemen, missionaries, etc) If you have "adopted" a group of
people to serve throughout the year, this would be a great way to communicate
with them. In this project you will simply help the children to make postcards to
give to someone. We suggest that each child make 4 - 5 postcards and then tie
them together with a brightly colored piece of ribbon or yarn.

Scripture Reference: John 13:34-35

what you need:

poster board or card stock in light or bright colors (often can be found in stock
room at school or from teachers)

3 feet of ribbon or yarn per child
paper cutter
markers or colored pencils

Individual tags to attach to the bundles (can be handmade from scraps of card
stock - punch a hole in top so you can tie it to package) - optional

stamps for each postcard (optional)
Preparation:
Cut card stock or poster board into blocks that are 31/2 by 5 1/2 inches.

Cut enough so that each child will have 4-5 cards
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What to do:

Ask the children if they enjoy getting gifts. Then ask if they enjoy giving gifts. Talk
about why they like to give gifts. Does it make them feel good to see someone
smile and get excited as they open a gift? Do they enjoy doing things for others?
Does God give all of us gifts? Does He want us to imitate His behavior and in
doing so, show His love to others? Well that's what this project is about. Read
the Scripture reference and see if the children can apply it to your project.

Project:

1) Pass out 4-5 postcard to each child. Have them decorate one side only with
markers or colored pencils.

2) On the other side write the word "To" and draw 4 lines for writing an address

To:

3) If you plan to put stamps on each postcard, have the children do this after they
have colored them.

4) Help the children bundle up their postcards and tie with ribbon or yarn.

5) The children can write a short note or make a tag to attach to the bundle for
the person they made the cards for.

6) Deliver to whatever group or people you have chosen to serve.
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Bird Feeders

Service Project

Make bird feeders or bird houses and deliver to a nursing home or assisted living

center to put outside of the residents windows.

Many older people living in nursing homes or assisted living centers have little to
do during the day. They may not be well enough to walk around or participate in
activities, so they sit in a chair by the window. Wouldn't it be great if they had a
group of birds to watch on a daily basis? It would give them something to look
forward to and keep them interested while sitting in the chair. This can easily be
done by making bird feeders or bird houses. Maybe your class could actually go
to the nursing home and fill the feeders from time to time and have a visit with
the residents. This could be done after school too, with all or a few of the class.

Scripture Reference: Acts 20:35

What you Need:

Materials for bird houses or bird feeders - you can either buy them already made
or make your own. A few suggestions follow:

This bird feeder won't last long, but it is so easy to make, you can always have
another one made all ready to replace it when it wears out!

MILK CARTON BIRD = FEEDER

= Small milk carton (the kind at school)
= non-toxic poster paints

= stapler and staples

= hole punch=20

= yarn or string

AT il

1.Wash and thoroughly dry the milk carton.

2. Cut a small section from the carton and then staple the top opening closed.
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3. Paint the container, if desired. Let it dry. (Note: | like to paint my feeders in
streaks of tan, gray and brown to resemble tree bark. Then, on the bottom, | paint
on dark and light green leaves. When you stand underneath the hanging bird
feeder, it really blends in with the canopy of leaves above it!)

4. Poke a hole in the middle of the = top of the carton, and thread a piece of yarn
or string through it to use as a hanger. (The string should be long enough for the
feeder to hang where the branches don't rub against, but not so long that the
feeder hangs too far away from the tree's leaf cover. Birds like to feel they have a
hiding place to fly into quickly!)

5. Add birdseed and hang the feeder. (Since the small milk carton feeders are just
the right size for the tiny birds such as finches, wrens, etc., you might want to use
thistle seed. It is the finch's favorite food! Garden supply stores carry a sterile
thistle seed just for bird feeding which is guaranteed not to sprout all over your
yard).

Or try one of these:

« Punch holes on either side of a plastic pop bottle, stick a twig all the way
through with its ends sticking out for perches and poking more holes
nearby for the birds to pull the seeds out. Then hang the bottle by tying a
string around its neck. (Finches really like these!)

« Coat a pine cone with peanut butter, roll it in birdseed, and hang it from a
tree branch;

« Stick a piece of bread, a doughnut, or half of an orange, on a twiggy branch
of the tree (the Orioles will LOVE the orange!)

There are many other ways to make bird feeders. Use your imagination or
follow directions you have used in the past.

Preparation:

Check with a local nursing home or assisted living center and see if they would
like to have the bird feeders and/or bird houses. Ask how many they would
accept and then plan to get your supplies accordingly.



Revision 1 EBL SL Party Information
Dated 9/3/2010 Page 232

What to do:

Tell the children what they will be making and who will be receiving them.
Maybe they have a relative that would also like a bird feeder/house.

When you are all through creating beautiful masterpieces, bring them to the
nursing home. Ask if you can return to fill the feeders and meet the recipients.
The children just may make some great new friends!
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Birthday Bags for Shelters

Service Project

Make birthday kits for children living in homeless shelters.

Believe it or not, there are many families living in homeless shelter - right here in
Cincinnati and the areas surrounding. These families struggle just to have a place
to sleep. They do not have extra money to provide their children with a birthday
party or even a cake. In this project, we will be assembling bags with all of the
things necessary for a child to have a party - cake mix, icing, candles, balloons,
streamers, a birthday gift, etc. These will be delivered to a homeless shelter for
families to make a child feel special on their birthday. this project could be done
on a teacher's birthday and donated to the shelter in the teacher's name.

Scripture Reference: Hebrews 13:2

What you need:

several large birthday bags or decorated brown paper bags
Cake mix

canned icing

candles

Birthday signs, streamers, balloons, etc. (Use your imagination!)
A wrapped birthday gift

Preparation:

This is something you could collect for over time. Ask your teacher if you could
talk about this several weeks before the teacher's birthday. Have the children
bring in some of the items each week - perhaps they could buy an item with their
own money, or ask their parent to pick up an item when they grocery shop.
Maybe they could bring in several of the items on their birthday. Calculate how
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many bags you plan to make and then gather supplies. Call a local shelter that
houses families and let them know what you would like to do.

What to do:

This is one project that all kids relate to, since they all like to have birthday
parties! Talk with your teacher first to see how she thinks the children will react
to hearing about children living in shelters. Use your discretion and the teacher's
thoughts in deciding whether to proceed. If you decide to continue....

Talk a bit about birthday and what makes them special with the children. What is
there favorite part of the birthday - the cake and candles? the singing? the gifts?
the people? feeling special? All of it?

Explain who you are making the bags for and ask the kids how they think the
recipients will feel. Can they imagine the surprise for a child who is not expecting
anything on his or her birthday? Talk about this a bit and then read the Bible
verse.

Fill the bags with the items and mark the bag in some way with a tag that
identifies who the bag is for - preschool girl, toddler boy, elementary school child,
etc.

When you are all done, ask the children to pray over the bags and for the children
that will receive them. (Have a few tissues ready for yourself when you hear the
sweet prayers of your children!)

Call the shelter that you have identified and then deliver the bags.
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Foot Soaks

Service Project

Making a personal bag of foot soak for the teachers and all of the staff at the

school. This could also be made for parents as a gift or thank-you.

Scripture reference: John 13:14-17

What you need:

Large box of Epsom salts

Essential oil of lemon, mint or lavendar

Plastic spoons

snack bags (self-sealing)

Copies of the Care Card below

Preparation:

Have a list of all of the staff that you plan to make foot soaks for.
Make copies of the Care Card

What to do:

Ask the children to list ways that Jesus served others. If no one mentions it, talk
about what Jesus did with the disciples at the Last Supper. Then read the
scripture verse. Was Jesus trying to teach us about serving others by washing the
disciples’ feet? Can we serve others that way too? Remind the children that the
people who will receive these gifts help to teach them and make the school a
special place for them to learn about Jesus every day. We can serve and thank
them in a similar way to how Jesus served His disciples - by giving them a special
foot soak!
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Project:
Have each child pick a staff member to serve.

Give them a care card (Kris Odom can provide an example) to personalize and
color.

Give each child one snack bag. Have them put 3 spoonfuls of Epsom salts and a
few drops of essential oil into the bag. Seal and then staple a care card to the
bag.

If you have time, have the children write a thank you note and then allow them to
deliver their gift!
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Ronald McDonald House

Service Project

Pack a snack bag or sack breakfast for the families of children hospitalized at
Children's Hospital and staying at the Ronald McDonald House.

This project involves packing bags of snacks or breakfast foods for families staying
at the Ronald McDonald House while their sick child is receiving care at the
hospital. Some families live there for several months at a time while their
children are undergoing treatment. Many don't have the time, money or energy
to make a quick meal before going back to the hospital or to doctor's
appointments. So these bags of food not only give them much-needed energy and
a meal, but they also relieve some of the pressure of having to deal with all the
things that go along with caring for a sick child. The receiving families see this as a
wonderful gift.

Scripture Reference: Romans 12:10

What you need to know before starting: (this information was taken directly from

their website. It is important to follow their directions carefully as we do not
want to put anyone at risk.)

For the safety of our House children and parents, anyone in your group who is
coughing, feverish, has a runny nose or has been exposed to a contagious
disease should not handle food going into the sacks. Some children are in
isolation or have immune-suppressed bodies and cannot fight even the simplest
cold.

« Prepare at least 25 bags with at least 2 items in each. Brown/white paper
lunch sacks are preferred.

o Unless you are doing the baking at Ronald McDonald House, please, do not
include homemade items in sacks.

« Please pack non-perishable healthy foods. A treat is fine, as long as it is the
‘extra’ rather than the meal.

« We always appreciate donations of fresh fruit or vegetables, but please do
not include this in the bags. Make this a separate donation.
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o Items must be individually packaged for immediate consumption. No
multiple serve packages or anything that requires heating/refrigeration.

« Include any plastic ware required (i.e. a spoon with a fruit cup) to make it
easier for the families.

« Napkins or hand wipes are greatly appreciated.

« Please label each sack as to its contents and the date packed.

o Please label any sack that has items containing nuts.

The following foods are suggested by the staff at Ronald McDonald:

Breakfast/Lunch

« Small boxes of cereal

o Pop Tarts

« Microwavable soups/stews

o Granola or cereal bars, muffins

o Apples, oranges, grapefruits, bananas
o Meal or energy bars

« Bottle of water

« Shelf stable juices

Snacks

e Pudding or fruit cups

« Cheese or peanut butter crackers/granola bars
o Fruit snacks

« Small bags of baked chips, pretzels, popcorn

o Nuts or raisins

« Bottle of water

« Individual sized containers of dip

The children could decorate the bags as long as the labels are clearly visible.
If you have any questions about this project feel free to get in touch with:
Lisa Davis, Meals and Activities Coordinator

513-636-2760 or Idavis@RMHouse.org
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Snack bags

Service Project

Make snack bags for children living in homeless shelters.

Believe it or not, there are many families living in homeless shelter - right here in
Cincinnati and the areas surrounding. These families struggle just to have a place
to sleep. They do not have extra money to provide their children with snacks or
even food sometimes. They rely on the kindness of strangers to provide food to
the shelters and then to them. Often times this does not include a snack for after
school or before bed. In this project, we will be assembling snack bags for the
children (and maybe their parents too).

Scripture reference: Matthew 25:35-36

What you need:

brown lunch bags

markers

stickers, glitter, things to decorate the bags with

juice bags and/or water bottles

individually packaged healthy snacks (raisins, nuts, etc)
fruit (apples, oranges) if okay with the shelter

small toys (optional)

Preparation:

Check with your classroom teacher to see what she thinks about telling the
children they will be serving homeless children. Get an okay from him or her
before you proceed. Be ready to answer questions (with the teacher too) about
homelessness, as many kids will not know this problem exists.
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Contact a shelter in the area that serves families and ask them if you can bring
snack bags. Check to see if there are any restrictions and whether you can put
fresh fruit in the bags. (The shelter may prefer that you bring this separately
bagged.)

You will need to collect all of the items above and be ready to assemble bags. If
you are doing this at a party, you could suggest that the people signed up to bring
treats for the children bring some of the snacks for the kids at the shelter. Instead
of juice bags for the class, bring a pitcher of Kool Aid or water. Simplify the kids
snacks for the party and concentrate on the snacks for the shelter. You could even
talk about this with the children as you are making the snack bags for the shelter.
Pray about this and see what God would have you do in your own classroom.

What to Do:

Explain your project to the children. Read the Bible verse. Ask them what they
think that means. Are they helping God's children?

Pass out lunch bags and decorate all of them.
Pack the snacks

Call the shelter and deliver the bags! You may even hear of another need that the
class can fill for the shelter at their next party!
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Window Washing

Service Project

Serving the staff and teachers of the school by washing their car

windows.

Scripture Reference: Romans 12:10

What you need:

Window cleaner - 1 bottle per 3 children

(Or you can make this by mixing 1 part white vinegar with 3 parts
water. Pour into a spray bottle and use!)

Paper towels
Newspaper and the special Care Card below

Preparation:

Check first with Mrs. Breitholle to see if this project is okay with her.
Pick an area of parked cars that will be there for the day. The area in
front of the playground is blocked off during the day so you wouldn't
have to be concerned about cars coming and going.

Make sure you have enough supplies.
Make multiple copies of the Care Card.

What to do:

Read the Bible verse and ask the children how it applies to this project.
What should the attitude of their hearts be?
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Divide the children into groups of 3 -

One child to spray the cleaner

One child to wipe with paper towels

One child to shine with the newspaper

Let the kids take turns in each role.

When the car windows are all sparkly and bright, place a Care card
under the windshield wiper.

Your windows are Cleah, ahd what a View;

Jesus' [ove ahd forgiveness makes us sparkle like new!

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!" 2 Corinthians 5:17
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Baskets of l.i.f.e.

Service Project

Making Easter baskets or collecting items to donate to Baskets of life.

See attached brochure about Baskets of |.i.f.e.

Scripture reference: Romans 12:10

What you need:

Donated Easter basket items-

Grass, baskets (at least the size to hold a grapefruit), slightly used toys/trinkets
and stuffed animals, candy, etc.

Preparation:

Contact Dawn (founder of Baskets of l.i.f.e.) to see when/where to pick up. You
can have the kids pack the baskets or prepare all the items to be donated.

What to do:

First ask the children if they like Easter baskets. Let them talk about what their
favorite is—maybe even their favorite item to receive in their Easter basket.

Talk about the importance of Easter as believers in Christ....without Easter,
Christmas would be just another birthday!

Talk about where their baskets will be going (see attached brochure- orphanages,
children’s shelters, etc. in the Cincinnati area).

Project:

You may either assemble a basket or organize the items to be donated. The kids
may also write “Happy Easter” cards to accompany their baskets (first names only
on the card). Pray over the baskets.
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