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Welcome to Beacon Private School.
We would like to start by welcoming all parents, both new and returning, to Beacon Private School.
Establishing BPS created an exciting opportunity to guide a school that really wants to make a difference in Bahrain.
The unique set up of the school and our association with the Common Ground Collaborative
has allowed us
to create a new teaching and learning model, built on our professional experience and our evolving ideas about
education and the directions it should take.
The first year of BPS, school year 2018–2019, indeed marked a new moment in the educational offer in Bahrain. We
brought a new and fresh approach unlike any other school and hopefully this is one of the reasons why you brought
your child/children to BPS. The world is changing rapidly and we cannot always predict what may happen. Yet at
the same time, education tends to evolve very slowly. We seek something new, an approach to learning that will
offer our learners opportunities that will be life-changing and actually help prepare them for the future. We feel it
is our duty to develop the conceptual understanding, competencies and character of our learners in ways that will
allow them to shape their own lives and the world they share.
Throughout our curricula, supported by the Common Ground Collaborative
, we use inquiry-based modules,
which enable learners to see the necessary conceptual and contextual connections between subjects and the real
world. We also value each learner’s individual voice and choice in order to plan meaningful and purposeful learning
engagements.
Collaboration is key to developing an interesting and engaging curriculum. This applies to staff and learners
working closely together but also to the relationship with the wider community. A key part of our curriculum
is inviting guest speakers from our community to talk about their life and work experiences. As parents you can
play an important part in this collaboration and are therefore very much welcome in our classrooms, as part of a
growing and active learning partnership.
We look forward to a positive and successful year ahead!
Beacon Private School Community

BPS LEARNING PRINCIPLES
VISION STATEMENT
BPS is committed to enhancing the intellectual and personal development of its students, equipping them with the
passion for inquiry learning, ensuring academic excellence and preparing active and responsible global citizens.

MISSION STATEMENT
BPS is a future focused community where learning is based on inquiry to develop successful independent learners
in an environment that harbors respect and responsibility, stimulates inquiry, creativity and innovation, fosters
higher order thinking, and promotes collaboration and communication.

LEARNING PRINCIPLES
From our mission we share the following Learning Principles based on the Common Ground Collaborative

system:

We can learn how to learn, and have a right to do so
At BPS we give our learners full support in becoming proficient, self-directed learners. For this we focus on
the conceptual understanding, competencies and the dispositions of character that build a capacity for lifelong
independent learning, regardless of the student background.
Common learning cultures need to construct common meaning through a common learning language
Where learning needs to happen effectively and collaboratively a common meaning is essential. We use a common
learning language that reflects what learning is and how we do it. It helps our students to identify and express their
learning at the different stages. It allows us to reflect on them, discuss and provide feedback.
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Learning is personal as well as a social activity
Individuals have different starting points, different interests, and will follow different learning pathways at
varying paces. We personalize learning by allowing ideas to be developed and challenged through feedback and
collaboration. Where we are able to secure a safe and positive environment for different perspectives, it leads to
deeper learning and understanding.
Learning is both cognitive and emotional
Emotions have a strong influence on learning though imprinting memories as well as driving our motivation and
attention.
Authentic contexts allow for meaningful transfer of learning
Genuine learning builds on the transfer from previous learning. We situate the learning in rich contexts that are
relevant to the learners. It creates the opportunities to make connections to their prior understandings, to reason
and to generalize.

CONCEPTUAL

COMPETENCIES

CHARACTER

(see: https://commongroundcollaborative.org)
At BPS we define learning as a process that leads to a sustained and demonstrable consolidation or extension of conceptual
understanding, competencies, or character. These types of learning interact and form the ‘triple helix, the DNA of the
curriculum.
CONCEPTUAL LEARNING is happening when learners are:
connecting new knowledge to prior understandings and important concepts.
constructing theories about how things work and why they are the way they are.
testing their evolving theories in different contexts to fine-tune and have an increased explanatory ability and to
see when, where and how they apply
COMPETENCY LEARNING is happening when learners are:
deconstructing expert performance and compare it with their own.
identifying and making necessary changes.
practicing skills, fine-tune and make them increasingly automated.
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CHARACTER LEARNING is happening when learners are:
considering the potential impact of applying traits and values when applied in specific authentic contexts.
acting as a result of these considerations.
reflecting on the effects of these actions

At Beacon Private School we believe that learners become confident independent learners and positive role models
through the development of the following character qualities:

INTERGRITY

REFLECTION

RESILIENCE

EMPATHY

PLAYFUL

Contextual Learning
With a diverse community of learners, conceptual standards require a context with an illustrative content. Contextual
content preserves subject-disciplined in-sights while at the same time broadens horizons, through connections and
“outsights” across disciplines, bridging the “school vs real world” gap.
CGC
is constantly engaged in updating and making improvements to the teaching and learning processes. In an effort
to advance the learning experiences at the classroom level, a fourth ‘C- Context’ has been added to the 3C’s (Conceptual,
Competency and Character Learning). As Kevin Bartlett explains, “…contextualized learning simply reiterates the Learning
Principle that learning happens best in rich, relevant contexts and embedded in well-chosen illustrative content.”
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SCHOOL DAY
Daily Timings, 2020-2021
ECE - KG1

Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday

Tuesday
Short Day

Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday

Tuesday
Short Day

Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Period 1
7:50 - 8:45
(55)

Period 1
7:50 - 8:30
(40)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:15
(40)
Period 3
9:15 - 10:00
(45)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:15
(40)
Break 9:15 - 9:35
20 Minutes
Period 3
9:35 - 10:15
(40)
Period 4
10:15 - 10:55
(40)
Break 10:55 - 11:15
20 Minutes
Period 5
11:15 - 11:55
(40)
Period 6
11:55 - 12:35
(40)
Break 12:35 - 12:55
20 Minutes
Period 7
12:55 - 13:35
(40)
Period 8
13:35 - 14:20
(45)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:15
(40)
Break 9:15 - 9:35
20 Minutes
Period 3
9:35 - 10:15
(40)
Period 4
10:15 - 10:55
(40)
Break 10:55 - 11:15
20 Minutes
Period 5
11:15 - 11:55
(40)
Period 6
11:55 - 12:40
(45)

Period 2
8:50- 9:40
(50)

Period 2
8:30 - 9:10
(40)
Period 3
9:10 - 9:50
(40)

All Days

BREAK
10:00 - 10:30
30 Minutes
Period 4
10:30 - 11:15
(45)
Period 5
11:15 - 11:55
(40)
Period 6
11:55 - 12:40
(45)
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Grades 6 - 9

KG2 - Grade 5
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Break 9:40 - 10:00
20 Minutes
Period 3
10:00- 10:50
(50)
Period 4
10:55 - 11:45
(50)
Break 11:45 - 12:15
(30)
Period 5
12:15 - 13:05
(50)
Period 6
13:10 - 14:00
(50)
Period 7
14:05 - 15:00
(55)

Break 9:50 -10:05
15 minutes

Period 4
10:05 - 10:45
(40)
Period 5
10:45 - 11:25
(40)

Period 6
11:30- 12:10
(40)
Period 7
12:10 - 12:50

Tuesday is an early release
day for students;
- Preschool and Elementary
students leave at 12:40 p.m.
- Senior students leave at
12:50 pm.
-Teachers attend workshops
and prepare collaboratively
Lesson Plans and Modules of
Inquiry.

GENERAL INFORMATION
YOUR CHILD’S DAY AT SCHOOL
Children will need to be at the Early Childhood and Elementary School between 07:30 and 07:45 as classes
begin promptly at 07:50 and will need to be collected at 12:40 (Early Childhood-KG1) and at 14:20 (KG2–
Grade 5). On Tuesdays learners of all year groups will need to be collected between 12:40 and 12:50 as school
finishes early on that day to allow for professional development sessions. Being punctual makes an important
collaborative start of the day possible, which is essential in creating the sense of belonging.

YOUR CHILD’S SNACKS/ FOOD AT SCHOOL
Children should bring their own snacks and meals for breaks. All food brought to school should be healthy and
no nuts or nut-based products, no sesame or sesame products are allowed onto the premises. Where any
special diets and/or allergies require specific snacks brought from home, parents are requested to share the
information with the school nurse in writing. We would like the children to bring their own, labeled, water
bottle in the spirit of ‘Recycle, Reuse, Reduce’. Chewing gum and sweets/candy are not allowed in school. For
special occasions (birthdays in EC, class parties in the Elementary) healthy treats can be brought in with the
teacher‘s permission.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
Although we have a large parking space at BPS we all know how hectic it can be at drop-off and collecting time.
Therefore, for the first two weeks of school all parents are welcome to walk their child into school. After this
period, it is expected that this will only apply to EC/KG1 and parents can use any of the free parking spaces.
Where learners are left at the drop off zone, faculty and staff are available to escort your child into the building
and parking will not be needed. Parents should at all times take the safety of all into account and drive slowly
and carefully. There are a number of staff on duty both outside and inside the building to help your child go to
their classroom.
All children, from Kindergarten onwards, are encouraged to develop a greater sense of autonomy and
responsibility for their own behavior. We encourage our learners to enter the grounds and/or their classroom
by themselves. Staff will be promoting the children’s independence by asking them to unpack their bags without
supervision and enter the classroom quietly before school begins.
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At the end of the day, children can be collected from their classrooms (EC/KG1 only) or entrance hall (KG2).
Learners from Grades 1-5 need to be collected from the gym. Parents will be issued with identity cards and
these must be visible/ presented at time of pick up. If you have parked your car, please vacate the parking space
as soon as possible, allowing the next vehicle to park.

WHAT YOUR CHILD NEEDS AT SCHOOL
All instructional materials will be provided by the school including iPads. Basic stationery items (pens, paper
etc.) should be provided by the parents.
Parent should also provide the following:
uniform (to be purchased from school).
water bottle and lunch boxes (labeled with learner’s name).
change of clothes, including two pairs of underwear and two pairs of socks (Early Childhood – KG).
a backpack to hold any necessary items.
hats for wearing outside (learners are not to wear hats or head coverings in the school buildings).
(please ensure that all items are marked with your child’s name and grade level)

BREAKS
At BPS, our learners get a 20 minute in or outdoor free-play break (depending on the weather) after every 80
minutes of every day. Fresh air, regular physical and social activity help them not only to recharge, but also to
collaborate, communicate and compromise. These are all important parts of the learning process. Regular breaks
also create additional opportunities for promoting children’s intellectual, emotional and physical development.

EVENTS
There are various whole school events, day trips, ‘School Without Walls’ etc. during the school year. Parents will
be informed of these events ahead of time.

CO-CURRICULAR FIELD TRIPS
Field trips that support learning are an educational extension and enrichment of the curriculum. Therefore, it is
expected that all learners will attend. If there is a reason why a learner cannot attend, the parents are expected
to inform the Principal/Coordinator in writing of the reasons for their child’s absence. A field trip permission
form and description of the event will be issued by the school ahead of time. The permission slip must be signed
by a parent, otherwise the learner will not be allowed to participate.

12
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES (ASA)
The school will offer a range of after school activities, with opportunities in sports, service, music and more.
These after school activities are not directly part of the curriculum but do help to enhance the learner’s overall
development. Studies have shown that after school programs are not only fun but can improve academic results
and help develop positive behavior and self-esteem. The goal of the after schools’ activities program at BPS is
therefore to provide opportunities for students to develop socially, emotionally, physically and behaviorally within
a warm and caring atmosphere. All activities are designed to be consistent with the learning principles of the
school. Most of the activities are provided by external professional organizations, however some may be run by
faculty members. The activities are generally not organized by age group, which allows the learners to make new
friends outside of their own class.

TRIP SAFETY/BEHAVIOR PRINCIPLES
All buses used to transport learners are equipped with seat belts, which must be worn at all times.
No eating or drinking is allowed on the bus without prior permission.
Learners must follow the guidance of the trip supervisor, teacher and bus driver at all times.
Learners must demonstrate good behavior and be positive representatives of the school.

ABSENCE
Please e-mail Ms. Shaikha Aldoseri, Learner Affairs (saldoseri@beacon.edu.bh) or phone (66 00088) by 07.50 in
the morning to report absence or lateness.
Where your child arrives late (after 07.50) please sign him or her in at reception before moving to class.

LEARNER ATTENDANCE POLICIES
A learner missing a maximum of 10 school days per semester is required to make-up all schoolwork covered
during his/her absence. Teachers discuss with the learner the importance of attending school on a regular
basis and inform parents of attendance policies.
A learner missing 15 school days per semester receives an incomplete grade report. He/she is required to
complete all schoolwork missed and additional assessment will be required in all subject areas to assess
current progress during the week following the end of the trimester in which the extensive absences have
taken place.
A learner missing more than a total of 30 days per school year cannot receive credit for the year. He/she may
be allowed, conditions permitting, to repeat the grade at the discretion of the school.
The School Counselor is responsible for collecting regular data on all absences and is required to submit this to
the Ministry of Education.
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Learners are encouraged to attend for the full school day. On the rare occasions a learner needs to leave early,
permission must be granted by the relevant Coordinator and the learner must stay in class until the end of the
period.
Any learner wishing to be excused from school, for specific and/or medical and dental appointments, must
obtain prior permission from the relevant Coordinator. Parents are encouraged to make medical and dental
appointments outside of school hours as far as possible to avoid learners missing too much valuable learning
time. If the absence is to be of some duration (more than 1–2 days), approval must be sought well in advance from
the relevant Coordinator. We monitor attendance closely to ensure full participation. Where we feel problems have
arisen, we will discuss the child’s attendance with parents. No child may leave BPS during school hours without
the permission of the relevant Coordinator.
Parents are expected to arrange their vacation trips in accordance with the school calendar. To ensure the continuum
of learning, permission may not be granted for early departure or later returns except in family emergencies. Any
additional holidays taken outside of the school calendar will be marked as unauthorized absences.

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING
Celebrations of Learning, to which parents are invited, take place throughout the year. These are the moments
where learners reflect and proudly share what they have learned, inquiries they have embarked upon and
questions they have answered.

NEWSLETTERS
A bi-weekly newsletter, per class, is emailed to parents by the combined year group teachers informing the
parents about what has been covered in the different subjects, and what will happen in the next two weeks. The
newsletter also covers celebrations of learning, field-trips or events that have been taking place, supported
with pictures.

PARENT TEACHER STUDENT ASSOCIATION (PTSA)
The PTSA acts as an enthusiastic volunteer force, that aims to support our school community by providing
meaningful and enriching programs for our learners in a diversity of areas: educational, social, cultural and
financial.
General Goals
to establish strong alliances between the parents, teachers, administrators, current learners, graduates and
School’s Board by speaking with one voice.
to create a spirit of active communication and collaboration among the parents, teachers, administrators,
learners, graduates, School Board, and the community at large.
to provide moral and material support for the school.
to support the relations between the school and the community, and to cooperate in resolving issues that might
arise where the support of the PTSA is needed.
to encourage community participation by supporting programs, events, and other programs.
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to promote communication among the community, ensuring that ideas and opinions are shared and valued.
to enhance the educational programs by calling on expertise from the community in the areas of: Arts, Sciences,
Music, Heritage, Environment and similar, to the benefit and enrichment of all stakeholders.
to participate in organizing social, athletic, or recreational activities that will benefit the school financially and
ethically.
to participate in the growth and development of the school general goals by delegating members of the parents’
representatives to the Board of Trustees, in accordance with the internal constitution of the Board of Trustees.
(full details of the PTSA constitution is available in the ‘BPS Policy and Procedures Manual’)

LEARNER COUNCIL
BPS recognizes the importance of learner ‘voice and choice’ and will fully support the development of a school
learner council. The council will be run by and for learners and should function as a form of communication for
learners across the school community. Full details of the procedures, roles and responsibilities of the learner council
will be presented at the start of the first semester.
(full details of the Learner Council constitution are available in the ‘BPS Policy and Procedures Manual’)

ANIMALS AND PETS AT SCHOOL
Animals are not permitted inside the school building unless a prior arrangement has been made with the classroom
teacher and approved by the administration.

BIRTHDAYS (EC – KG2 ONLY)
Where our youngest learners want to celebrate their birthday with their peers in class and they wish to bring some
food, parents are kindly requested to ensure that this is in small portion sizes. As we promote learner wellbeing
and a healthy lifestyle, the treats should be in line with our beliefs. These events may be celebrated on any day
after arranging a date and time with the classroom teacher. Giveaway gifts are strictly prohibited. Invitations for
birthday parties can be sent into school only when they are to either the whole class or all boys/all girls. Otherwise
invitations need to be privately arranged.

VISITORS
All visitors are asked to report at the main gate upon entering the campus. Visitors are then required to sign in with
the use of their ID and wear a visitor’s badge for the duration of their visit. Badges must be handed back and ID
cards returned when leaving.
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LOST AND FOUND
We encourage children to take responsibility for their own property. Lost Property centers are maintained in
all buildings (behind reception areas). Items are put on display at the end of each term and if unclaimed will be
removed and donated to charity where possible. All articles found which are clearly marked with learners’ names
will be returned to them.
Please ensure that any personal item brought to school is clearly marked or labeled.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Class and individual photos are taken during the year as part of the teaching and learning programs. These can be
used for promotional reasons or during Student Led Conferences to support learning outcomes. General permission
from parents is given during the registration process. Children may be photographed during their learning and
break time, and these photos may be used in school publications, on the website or on social media. No names are
given.

MOBILE PHONES
At all levels, mobile phones and other electronic devices are not allowed in school.

GIFTS
Learners and their families are not encouraged to give gifts to teachers and staff are similarly advised not to accept
these. Teachers have been requested not to celebrate their birthday with their learners.

16
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HEALTH & SAFETY
MEDICAL RECORDS
The school keeps records on each child’s medical history, allergies, family doctor and emergency contact. All parents
must complete a formal Ministry of Education medical form at point of registration. It is the parents’ responsibility
to ensure that these records are up to date and shared with the school nurse. The school has the right to refuse
admission if parents do not provide appropriate medical and inoculation records.

MEDICATION GUIDELINES
All medicines sent to school must be accompanied by a medical request from (available from the School Nurse’s
Office) completed and signed by the parents. Any medication from home will not be given without this being
completed. Prescription medication is to be brought to school in the original container appropriately labeled by the
pharmacy or doctor. Non-prescription medication is to be brought to school in the original container with all labels
intact. All mediation must be dropped at the School Nurse’s Office. Learners should not be in possession of or selfadminister any medication unless given permission by the School Nurse.

ILLNESS
Parents are urged to notify the school immediately (by contacting Ms. Shaikha Aldoseri, saldoseri@beacon.edu.bh)
about any contagious disease their child has contracted. Children who need to take antibiotics for an infectious
disease must remain at home until they have taken a full 48 hours of antibiotics and feel well enough to attend
school as normal.
If a child is well enough to attend school (for example no signs of fever) they will need to attend all classes and be
able to go outside at break times. If this is not the case children should stay at home unless otherwise arranged.
Please e-mail Ms. Shaikha Aldoseri and the message will be passed on to the respective teachers.
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
In the case of a serious emergency or threats, the school will contact emergency support services and assure the
safety and wellbeing of learners as first priority. Parents will be notified as soon as possible thereafter. In the event
of an illness, accident, or medical emergency, and when the parents cannot be reached, the school will act in lieu
of the parents until one or both of the parents can be reached. It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that the
school has their current contact information as well as the telephone numbers of their non-parent emergency
contact and family doctor.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY DRILLS
The school maintains a regular schedule of announced and non-announced fire/emergency drills. At the beginning
of each school year, the classroom teachers will review the necessary procedures with the learners in an age
appropriate manner.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURE
If classes are suspended, parents will receive an SMS and the school will put a notice on the homepage of the
website.
In the case of a school emergency outside of normal school hours, the Director and the BPS Health and Safety Team
act as the communication contact point for parents (via email).

LOCKDOWN PROCEDURES
BPS will always take appropriate and immediate action in response to any threat, presumed or confirmed, to the
school community. In the case of such serious threats, a full ‘lockdown’ procedure will be initiated.
‘Lockdown’ means the complete prevention of entry to the school premises and the securing of all students and
staff in designated areas within the school campus, depending on circumstances.
‘Serious threat’ may involve a physical threat to the building, the presence of a person or persons outside the school
building who pose a threat to individuals or groups within the school, or a more general threat as communicated
by the Bahrain authorities.
Responsibilities
The school will ensure that:
all procedures are clearly understood by the school community (and made age appropriate as necessary) and
practices and simulations have been carried out;
all admin and support staff will be aware of the procedures and requirements and will have specific roles and
functions as required;

18

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2020-2021

the established emergency response team will be given and will understand their specific roles and
responsibilities;
the emergency response team will be known to the school community and clear lines of communication
established;
the decision to initiate full lockdown will remain with the Director or Principal or a chosen designate.
Procedures – immediate threat
Teaching Staff will:
take classes immediately to the designated secure area (Elementary/ Middle School - the LMC, EC/ KG1 - EC
building);
conduct a student headcount;
report any missing students to the Emergency Response Team;
move students away from windows and doors;
reassure students and maintain a calm and positive mood;
report any specific concerns to the Emergency Response Team.
Emergency Response Team will:
assist in moving students, staff and visitors to places of safety;
help secure all entrances, public areas, toilets and grounds;
support teachers in maintaining calm in classrooms;
coordinate the process of school evacuation if this is announced;
maintain on-going communication with staff, Director and Principal;
liaise with police, emergency service providers and the civil authorities as necessary.
Procedures – threats signaled by the Bahrain Authorities and prolonged lockdown periods:
students and staff will be moved to the designated lockdown area (school gym);
suitable supplies and resources will be established within the lockdown area;
the emergency response team will coordinate the situation and manage staff and resources;
the Director or Principal will liaise with the outside authorities;
the Director or Principal will communicate with parents.
All staff are responsible for ensuring an orderly, calm and positive atmosphere throughout any lockdown situation.
When a decision to go to ‘lockdown’ has been made, a ‘lockdown alert’ will be broadcast over the school speaker
loudspeaker system – ‘This is a lockdown alert. All staff and students move to the designated areas.’
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Communication with Parents
The Director (or Principal) will decide on the timing and content of communication with parents. The Director (or
Principal) will liaise with any external authorities and act upon advice. After any lockdown, a full report will be
shared with parents and after reflection any agreed changes and improvements to procedures will be implemented.
Emergency School Closure for Students
In the event of emergency school closure for students (for example on the advice of the Ministry as a response
to epidemic/ hazardous conditions) the school will implement a digital learning program. The contents of the
program will vary, in terms of expected outcomes and format depending on the section of the school. This will
range from play-based activities and storytelling in EC to full digital classrooms with assessed work in the Middle
School. Continuous feedback will be sought from the parents and the PTSA with regards to workload, relevance and
procedures.

DISTANCE LEARNING
In the event of prolonged closure, BPS is committed to offering a coherent and structured approach to distance
learning. To this end we will strive to offer a rigorous program of learning and assessment. Distance learning is a
way of offering authentic learning opportunities for all learners, with detailed teacher input and guidance. Effective
distance learning relies upon continued positive collaboration and communication among administration, teachers,
learners and parents.
(see ‘BPS Policy and Procedure Manual’ for further details)

HEALTH AND SAFETY TEAM
The school will maintain a health and safety team that is prepared to respond to any serious emergency faced by
the school. Responsibilities for this team are established at the beginning of each school year in close contact with
the national authorities. In the event of a serious crisis or emergency, the team, led by the BPS Director, will provide
appropriate information to parents as quickly and comprehensively as possible. This will be through SMS plus
details on the school’s website.
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CURRICULUM AND LEARNING ECOSYSTEM
INTRODUCTION
BPS is committed to the development of a learning ecosystem, from EC through Grade 8, that allows learners to
become critical thinkers, responsible global citizens and reflective learners. Towards meeting these essential aims,
BPS implements the Common Ground Collaborative (CGC)
as an overarching curriculum framework. The CGC
promotes Conceptual Learning, Competency Learning and Character Learning (or the 3C’s of Learning). These three
types of learning, as described below, interact constantly and form the ‘Triple Helix’ or the ‘DNA’ of our curriculum.
Conceptual Learning: learners are ‘critical thinkers’, ‘experts’ in working with significant ideas.
Competency Learning: learners are ‘experts’ in the application of the key skills necessary for success.
Character Learning: learners are ‘positive experts’ in dealing with human relationships in specific authentic
context.
The BPS standards-based curriculum honors the voice, choice, creativity and readiness level of every learner. Our
learners benefit from a coherent, consistent Learning Ecosystem and through which we Define, Design, Deliver and
Demonstrate learning in ways that have optimal impact. Our credentialed teachers design learning engagements and
instructional modules that promote active learning, ongoing assessments of every learner’s progress and maintain
home-school connections.
BPS has also adopted and/or adapted a set of academic standards from rich sources to support out teaching and
assessment, such as: Common Core State Standards (CCSS), Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR), Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), Bahrain’s Ministry of Education, Ontario Curriculum: Health and
Physical Education (full list of standards available)
Fundamentally, and in an effort to promote 21st century learners, the school-wide program balances the development
of essential concepts, key competencies/skills and character traits through inquiry-based learning. Our faculty develop
CGC
modules and weekly lesson plans that allow learners to connect to their own understandings, inquire/ ask
questions, conduct research, engage in critical thinking, problem solving and self-reflection. Furthermore, and through
this inquiry-based approach, collaboration and communication have become the heart of our curriculum design.
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INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS
Early Childhood (EC – KG2)
The Preschool division at BPS has state-of-the-art facilities. This educational haven is comprised of spacious
interactive classrooms and a colorful common playground area where our learners explore their own creative and
physical skills.
Furthermore, the learners enhance their social and emotional development through role-play, developing their
motor skills and focusing on their communication and language skills.
In the Early Childhood and Kindergarten years at Beacon Private School, we adopted a bilingual program based on
the Common Ground Collaborative (CGC)
approach, where learners have the opportunity to experience half
the day in English and the other half the day in Arabic (EC-KG1) or a choice between French/Spanish in KG2. At
BPS, we are fortunate to have highly qualified educators and teacher assistants who are dedicated to guiding our
learners to have a voice, to explore unique methods of learning through differentiation, problem-solving, positive
learning and independence. In this way we aim to ensure well-adjusted and successful learners for the transition
from Preschool to Elementary.
Elementary School (Grades 1-5)
BPS’s curriculum provides clear guidelines on the importance of the learning environment, learning outcomes,
building relationships, teaching approaches/ strategies, ongoing assessment and reflections. All these elements are
consistently connected to maximize our elementary learners’ academic and social/emotional potentials.
As a bilingual school, we have allocated equal classroom time and instructional hours for English and Arabic (choice
of Spanish or French for non-native Arabic speakers). English is used as the medium of instruction for teaching
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Art, Music, Physical Education and Genius Hour. In addition,
BPS respectfully fulfills the Ministry of Education’s requirements towards the teaching of Arabic, Islamic Studies,
Civics and Social Studies to our native Arabic speakers. For non-native Arabic speakers, and instead of the Islamic
Studies/ Civics/ Arabic Social Studies classes, we offer Social Studies in English with the language teacher.
It is important to note that Grades 1 to 2 follow a ‘Homeroom’ system with daily instruction in English, Social
Studies, Math and Science provided by one main homeroom/class teacher and various specialist teachers for
French/Spanish, Art, Music and Physical Education. On the other hand, Grades 3 to 5 follow a Subject Teacher
system with various content-area specialist teachers namely English/ Social Studies, Math/Science, Arabic, French/
Spanish, Islamic Studies/ Civics/ Arabic Social Studies, Art, Music, Physical Education and Genius Hour.
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RECORDING AND REPORTING (see Appendix 3 and 4)
At BPS we do not believe in testing and exams but instead focus on regular formative feedback. The first and most
important element of this is to offer feedback to the learners themselves, who will receive feedback frequently and
in a variety of formats. We monitor that this feedback is shared at home with the parents.
Parents are welcome to talk to their child’s teacher on a regular basis, in person or by email. Where more time is
needed than just a ‘snapshot’ it is better to make an individual appointment with the teacher. The learners’ happiness
and progress are very important to us and we see ourselves as partners with parents in their learning journey.
At the beginning of the year there will be an open day where information will be given about the teaching and
learning at BPS. In November we hold the first learner-led conferences where the learners themselves share their
achievements through their portfolios and discuss their progress with their parents. There will be a second session
of these conferences in April. Progress Reports will be available twice a year, in January and in June.
Service Learning
Service Learning experiences provide opportunities to develop Character Learning. At Beacon Private School we
believe that learners become confident independent learners and positive role models through the development
of the different character qualities. As stated in our Vision; “we prepare learners to become active and responsible
global citizens”.
What is Service Learning?
an important and integral part of BPS learning,
activities connected to the learning outcomes and the curriculum,
knowing, understanding and caring about the local and global communities,
learning by doing and experiencing,
developing the BPS character qualities,
engagement with the community,
after school activities with a service component, linked to the Human Commonalities,
serving others!
Service as Action through Service Learning
Service is how one engages in purposeful action. Service learning is a required activity or project in each year group
of the elementary and middle/high school. It is about raising awareness of the world around us.
Action (learning by doing and experiencing) is an important part of the BPS learning experience and requires
proactive engagement and commitment.
Service involves the following elements:
awareness and understanding of an issue, be it local or global,
commitment to helping others,
ability to show empathy.
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USE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Technology at BPS is used to support and enhance all curriculum areas in the school and is a natural and at times
essential part of everyday school life. Through the use of technology, we create; opportunities for interactive
communication, exchange of information through local and global collaboration, authentic learning, expansion of
the learning community and empowerment for all learners.
Technology includes the use of a wide range of digital tools, media and learning environments for teaching, learning
and assessing. It provides opportunities for the transfer of teaching and learning and enables learners to inquire,
create, communicate, collaborate, organize and be responsible for their own learning and actions. Technology helps
learners to make connections and have a deeper understanding of learning in a real-life context.
To support the three kinds of learning: Conceptual, Competency and Character Learning we provide an iPad for
school use for every learner in Grades 3 through 5. Grades 1-3 will have access to an iPad in the classroom and
Grades 4-5 will be permitted to also use their individual iPads at home. Early Childhood up to Grade 2 classes have
sets of iPads in their classrooms.
Parents will be responsible for iPads that are taken home and will be asked to replace or cover the cost of any iPad
damaged or lost.
Parents should talk to their children about their values and the standards they should follow when using the Internet,
just as it is done with the use of all media information sources such as television, telephones, movies, and radio.

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
The following expectations at BPS for ‘Digital Citizenship’ are in place for both learners and faculty.
Learners must:
use digital material responsibly and ethically in accordance to the law, which includes but is not limited to :
pirating media.
citing digital references.
demonstrate appropriate behavior online :
respect that they are meeting a diverse global community online and it is best to communicate online with
empathy, respect and as clearly as possible
learn the basics of ‘Netiquette’
share their knowledge in the online community;
say no to cyberbullying, which includes but is not limited to :
sending hurtful messages about a person to them or a group chat online;
taking their photo without their permission for the purpose of ridicule.
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respect and understand the range and importance of privacy available online by:
appropriate password creation and use;
adjusting privacy settings and the revealing of their information online;
using parents’ or their own credit cards responsibly and safely.
The overall rule for learners to be good Digital Citizens is to “Think before they post”. This involves a variety of
different strategies which are explored through the integrated technology classes.

TECHNOLOGY IN THE CURRICULUM
BPS is committed to giving the learners opportunities to explore their interests and build meaningful experiences.
We plan to engage learners in authentic learning experiences using technology to design and solve problems that
are of interest to the learners.
Genius Hour (Grades 3-5)
The Genius Hour Program is dedicated to help our Grades 3-5 learners develop skills to thrive and express
themselves in a digital world. Learners will engage with the cyclical design to create digital and non-digital projects
that support cross curricular application of competencies/ skills. Furthermore, learners will also become familiar
with various digital tools and learn how to use these to responsibly and with integrity.
The learning standards of our Genius Hour Program uses CGC
thinking to Define, Design, Deliver and Demonstrate
learning and was created in collaboration with a team from the Innovation, Information and Technology Department
at Asociación Escuelas Lincoln in Argentina.

THE LEARNING MEDIA CENTER
During the week, each class will have scheduled library visits for reading, research and borrowing books for home.
Learners can also use the LMC during breaks to exchange library books or for quiet reading. We have an English
and Arabic librarian and extensive resources in each language. We also have a wide selection of texts in French and
Spanish. Parents are also welcome and encouraged to visit the LMC and check out books. Please confirm with your
librarians for open hours. Please note that any books or resources that are lost or damaged, must be replaced by the
learners responsible.

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
We aim to create a visually stimulating environment with a variety of learning spaces that promote a sense of
wonder, exploration, inquiry and interest. Learners are exposed to a rich range of materials and resources to extend
their play and learning experiences. We offer a variety of indoor and outdoor areas that encourage social interaction,
imaginative play and skill development. The garden, water and sand play and construction centers provide Early
Childhood learners with a multi-sensory environment in which to learn and grow. Elementary learners have both
indoor and outdoor play areas which can also be used as extensions of the classroom.
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PARENTS AS PARTNERS
Home Learning
Learners at BPS are not given homework; however we do value the importance of the home and the impact of
parental commitment and active involvement in their child’s learning. Positive relationships between the parentsteacher-child are developed through open communication and the sharing of different aspects of teaching and
learning. Parents are encouraged to celebrate their children’s learning experiences and to share their talents and
culture.
As a parent there are many ways to help your child in their learning;
Discuss school
As mentioned previously we value formative feedback and want the learners to share this feedback at home
- discussing what they did in school, what they like and what they did not like (if anything) for the sake of
improvement.
We believe in learner voice so parents should encourage their child to follow their own special interests. Where
a different language at home is used, we encourage parents to discuss school matters in this language so that
their child will gain the same vocabulary in both languages.
Reading at Home
Reading is fun and it helps the learning process. Parents can play an important role by encouraging reading
at home. Reading at home can include parents being read to, children reading by themselves or with parents,
and children discussing the content of the texts they read. Teachers will monitor that learners are reading
developmentally appropriate material.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT AT SCHOOL
Parent involvement in learning is part of our development of an active partnership and constructive relationship
with parents, educational and non-educational communities in Bahrain and beyond. We encourage all stakeholders
to share a skill or profession, attend a class trip, assist with learning modules, engage in reading activities, or simply
help out when the need arises.
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LEARNER SUPPORT AND EXPECTATION

INCLUSION
BPS believes that every learner is a unique individual with specific strengths and needs. Welcoming and
celebrating diversity, we support and provide every learner, wherever possible, with rich and challenging
learning opportunities designed to help them reach their maximum potential and prepare them for the future in a
rapidly changing world. Classroom teachers at BPS are always aware that learners come from different academic
backgrounds, with different educational strengths and challenges that require in return an individual approach.

LEARNING SUPPORT AND ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
The key feature of the BPS English as an Additional Language (EAL) program resonates in our statement, “We
value each student’s right to learn and have put appropriate measures in place to meet the needs of each student
in accordance to their potential.”
BPS has designed and is implementing an EAL Program that has a meaningful impact on the teaching, learning
and well-being of our EAL learners from KG2 through Grade 9. Towards that end, the school has made increased
investments and is working with:
World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA), which provides a wealth of language development
resources for multilingual learners.
Australian Council of Educational Research (ACER), which is a recognized international leader in the development
and provision of high-quality benchmark assessment and reporting tools for international schools.
Additionally, BPS now employs two Learning Support Teachers, who focus on the provision of supplementary
teaching to learners who are either significantly below or above grade level expectations in their abilities to
function in English.
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The Learning Support Teachers provide direct literacy scaffolded support for our learners on a weekly basis. Their
work involves intentional planning and implementing effective literacy strategies as well as the liaising with parents,
faculty and other relevant professionals in our local community.
In addition, the EAL and Learning Support Teacher analyze the learners’ needs and decide on timely, strategic
actions. With that in mind, the Learning Support Teacher has implemented a Reading Enrichment Program (REP)
as a ‘Reading Interventionist’ in an effort to provide responsive reading practice on a combination of both models:
push-ins and pull-outs.

COUNSELING
The Counseling program at BPS is designed to align with the school’s Vision, Mission and Learning Principles.
The role of counseling is to create a safe and respectful environment and to support all learners in reaching their
academic, social and emotional potential. The counseling program is designed to support positive development
of character, establish healthy relationships among peers and teachers and help learners become ‘active and
responsible global citizens.’
The School Counselor guides staff and parents in the development of high levels of practice related to developing
an understanding of academic, social and emotional competencies. The Counselor also works alongside learning
support to help provide early identification, prevention and intervention strategies.
The Counselor addresses the unique needs of our learners and establishes communication networks that provide
a consistent flow of information to teachers regarding wellbeing, as well as serving as a bridge between teachers
and parents.

MINDFULNESS
At BPS, learners and teachers engage in weekly mindfulness micro practices to promote fundamental life skills that
help them manage anxiety, learn to navigate emotions and self-regulate behavior.
Based on research, regular mindfulness practices allow learners to build strong ‘inner’ resources to help them
thrive in an ever-challenging world.
The three main purposes behind mindfulness sessions at BPS are to:
promote our learners’ well-being
strengthen compassion
allow our learners to achieve personal and academic success
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CODE OF CONDUCT
At BPS, as part of the Common Ground Collaborative, we focus on Character Learning. Through this, learners
consider the impacts of their behaviors, act accordingly and reflect on the effects. We expect the learners to have
integrity, empathy and to be reflective. These qualities help to develop a moral compass, enabling learners to
make responsible choices and contribute constructively to the lives of others.

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS
Learners are expected to :
arrive at school on time.
attend all classes on time.
work and play according to expectations.
be productive during the class.
walk slowly and quietly in corridors, avoiding running, pushing, shouting, or loud noises.
avoid rough play in break areas.
be alert and responsive to the directions of the teachers
respect school property and the property of others
during trips, observe all of the above-mentioned expectations and any regulations relevant to the place visited
respect and cooperate with all teachers, school personnel and fellow learners
respect the rights of others
avoid abusive language and physical bullying
maintain cleanliness and tidiness
avoid bringing any toys, gifts and games to school
ensure that no sweets, nuts or chewing gum are brought into school
use only English language where English is the medium of instruction and use only Arabic language where the
medium of instruction is Arabic
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PROCEDURES FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION
In cases of misbehavior teachers should:
conference privately with the learner discussing expectations and reflecting on his/her responsibilities .
keep a record of the learner’s attitude and behavior.
discuss cases of learners exhibiting unacceptable behavior with the Counselor.
in cases of repeated misbehavior, report the case in writing to the Counselor and Principal prior to calling the
parents.
In cases of persistent misbehavior, the administration will call parents for a conference in the presence of the
teacher concerned, the Counselor and the Principal to discuss their child’s discipline problem and possible
solutions. At that time, disciplinary measures may be taken, including formal warning and in extreme cases a
request for the learner to leave the school permanently. In the case of vandalism, parents must pay the cost of
the repair or replacement of any damaged item.

BULLYING
By definition a learner is being bullied or victimized when he or she is exposed repeatedly, and over time, to
negative actions on the part of one or more learners. Bullying can be direct (physical and verbal assaults) or
indirect (exclusion, rumors, getting others on board) and has expanded to cyber-bullying through mobile phones,
messaging, email and web sites.
We deal with bullying using three different steps:
1. Awareness
BPS learners:
build positive relationships with others
agree to not bully others
discuss the behaviors of bullies, victims, bystanders and defenders
help learners who are being bullied
include learners who are easily left out
tell an adult at school or at home if they witness bullying
understand the rules and how they will be enforced
reflect on pro-social behaviors
are responsible for their actions
2. Intervention
We will investigate all complaints made by learners, parents and staff. Counseling strategies will follow that can
offer a guided and effective process to assist learners.
3. Consequences
Should serious issues occur, parents will be contacted and appropriate consequences implemented by
administration.
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BPS ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
GENERAL STATEMENT
At BPS we expect and support academic honesty in all areas of study. Academic honesty is an increasingly important
area of learning, given the wide availability of information online and the technology commonly used by learners. At
BPS we therefore help develop the necessary attitudes and skills needed to research and present work in an ethical
manner.

PRINCIPLES AND EXPECTATIONS
At BPS we follow these academic honesty principles:
Learners will never claim the ideas, data or research of others as their own.
All work submitted by learners, for whatever purpose and in whatever context, must be the result of their
own original and authentic efforts.
All information used from other sources to support submitted work must be clearly cited and referenced
using the agreed format.
Showing proper conduct during examinations
The school will offer full support and guidance in terms of appropriately researching, submitting and
presenting information.
Teachers will actively monitor all learner work for academic honesty and support and guide as necessary.

DIFFERENT FORMS OF ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
At BPS we follow these academic honesty principles:
Plagiarism is copying the work of another person and presenting it as your own. Even if the words have
been changed slightly, you are still using the original work of another person and must reference this.
Collusion is allowing your work to be submitted or copied by another student or offering another learner
information that could help in retests or assignments.
Duplicating is handing in the same material for more than one assignment without referencing the original
material.
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SUPPORTING IB/DP LEARNERS
At BPS, subject teachers, Extended Essay supervisors, IB/DP coordinator and the LMC Coordinator as well as the
librarians, all collaborate on supporting and educating the IB/DP learners on the best practices of academic
honesty. This is done by:
Making the learners aware of all kinds of plagiarism, note taking, citation, bibliography format and how to
properly conduct a research paper or prepare an oral presentation.
Setting clear expectations and providing guidance to learners during the writing process.
Distribute “Student Guide to Avoiding Plagiarism” by Education World® or similar guides as a reference
for the learners.
Being role models of academic honesty and integrity.

PROCEDURES AND CONSEQUENCES
All sources used in the creation of any student work must be acknowledged. The use of recognized referencing
conventions must be used. These will vary depending on the section of the school. In Elementary the expectations
will be set by the teacher with advice from the curriculum coordinator and the support of the Learning Media Center
(LMC). Middle School learners will be expected to use the MLA format and will be instructed in this. Learners will
also be instructed how to use automatic referencing programs as appropriate. In the High School it is expected that
the school will use Turnitin and learners and staff will be instructed on its purpose and usage.
Learners engaging in academic misconduct miss the “learning opportunity”. Breaches of academic honesty, at any
level, is a very serious concern. If a learner is found to have deliberately submitted or presented work that is copied
or directly taken from others, appropriate steps will be taken up to and possibly including the withdrawal of that
candidate from external examinations in the High School. These steps will be decided by the Principal and section
coordinators after discussion with teachers, learners and parents. Any case of academic misconduct will be dealt
with in a manner that ensures equity, consistency, procedural fairness, timely resolution and further learning.

POLICY REVISION AND COMMUNICATION
This policy will be reviewed periodically by the Pedagogical Leadership Team and made available to learners,
parents and staff through learner, teacher and parent handbooks.
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BPS ADMISSIONS POLICY
GENERAL STATEMENT
Beacon Private School serves the educational needs of host country families and learners from all parts of the world.
The school accepts children at any time throughout the year without discrimination in terms of gender, nationality,
race or religion.
A committee headed by the relevant divisional principal ultimately determines admission to the school. This
committee includes the divisional principal or section coordinator (where applicable), Admissions and Learner Affairs
Coordinator, and English, Arabic and Math teachers who are responsible for administering the admission assessments.
Final recommendations are made by the divisional principal and are based on both the potential of the applicant to
benefit from the program at BPS and the capacity of the school to meet the specific educational needs of the learner.
Upon receiving the principal’s recommendations, the director reviews them for approval.

ADMISSION TO THE SCHOOL
Application Process
Applications are considered in order of date of application. The main point of contact for all admissions enquiries is
the Admission and Learner Affairs Coordinator. This Coordinator liaises with all families throughout the application
process. BPS has a clearly structured online application on the school’s website. Parents may contact the School’s
Admissions Office for help and advice.
The following steps are followed to initiate the admissions application online:
Step 1:
Parents complete the online application form along with the required legal, academic and medical documents.
Step 2:
Upon completion of the online application form, parents receive an email confirming that their account has been
created. A dedicated login, password and link for the parents’ login page (Portal) are sent electronically. A nonrefundable application fee is due after the application is submitted via online payment. Parents are reminded at this
stage that completion of the application form does not guarantee enrollment. For Early Childhood and KG1, an online
questionnaire, provided by the Admissions Office, must also be completed with the application.
Step 3:
As soon as the required online application and all the required documents are received and screened by the Admissions
Office, the learner’s file is sent to the divisional principal/section coordinator to determine whether the applicant is
eligible to sit a learning profile assessment/interview.
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Step 4:
If the application is deemed eligible to proceed, the Admissions Office notifies parents of the relevant decision and
schedules the assessment/interview date. The director, the divisional principal and the curriculum coordinator review
the results of the assessment/interview and make the final decision on acceptance. The Admission Office then informs
parents of the decision and explains the next steps in the process as soon as possible - usually from three to five
working days. Parents may log in to their account regularly to track progress. The Admissions Office makes every effort
to help and guide parents through the process and they may contact the school at any time if they have questions or
require assistance.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA
Admissions criteria include adequate academic and social skills as evidenced in previous school records, an interview
with the divisional principal and curriculum coordinator and the sitting of learner profile assessments in English,
Arabic (where relevant) and Math. The assessments serve a diagnostic function and assist in the correct placement of
the learner in terms of grade level. Learners are generally placed on the basis of age, however, factors such as previous
school records, assessed aptitude and achievement levels and the learner’s physical and emotional development are
also considered.
Acceptance will be considered ‘unconditional’ if the applicant meets all the admissions criteria, the relevant fees are
paid and space in the relevant class/ year group is available. However, a ‘conditional’ acceptance may be offered in
some circumstances. The specific conditions of any such conditional acceptance will be clearly stated in the consequent
contract between BPS and the parents.
If there are reasons to believe that admission to the school would not be in the best interest of the applicant or the
school, BPS reserves the right to deny admission. This also applies to learner re–enrolment. The school also reserves
the right to postpone admission if a grade level/ class is full. In such cases, the applicant is placed on a waiting list.
Learners on the waiting list will then be admitted in order of date of original application.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Arabic Language
At BPS, native Arab speakers are offered Arabic A classes while Arab learners who are not fluent in Arabic are offered
Arabic B language classes. If, after observation and assessment, the school believes that a non-native speaker has
sufficient linguistic background and is fluent enough to succeed, they may be admitted to the Arabic classes. However,
this will be considered as an exception. Learners who do not take Arabic will be offered the choice of either French or
Spanish.
English Language
To be admitted to BPS, new learners should be meeting or approaching grade level expectations in English. If a learner
is determined upon assessment that he/she has some English language deficiencies a support plan is created and
implemented by the ESL teacher.
Special Educational Needs
BPS strives to accommodate learners, where possible, who have special physical or educational needs. We value each
learner’s right to learn and have put appropriate measures in place to meet the needs of each learner in accordance
with their potential. The school believes in enabling every learner to have full participation in all aspects of school life,
where school resources and programs make this possible.
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All learners at BPS should be:
able to have access to education appropriate to their learning capacity;
given an equal opportunity to an inclusive educational system;
provided with subject support within the framework of the school policies;
given concessions applicable to their special education needs as provided by the relevant curriculum
boards/school program.
At BPS, a learner is considered to have a specific challenge if he or she has:
significantly greater difficulty in learning than their peers;
disabilities that obstruct them from accessing the facilities provided for other learners;
difficulties in terms of socializing and communicating with their peers.
These learners may need additional individual support from the school’s specialist support teacher and/or a whole
school approach. The director and divisional principal, with input from the SEN team (counselor, special education
teacher, ESL teacher), review each case individually and to ensure that the school can meet those needs without a
disruption to the rest of the school programs or the learning process. The school may also require additional specialist
help outside school hours, through withdrawal from classes, shadowing or in-class support at appropriate times. The
costs of such additional support may be considered separate from the normal school fees and must be met by the
parents. Learners who are identified with a prior special education need may be admitted provisionally at BPS with
an agreed upon mutual plan of support inside and outside school. In some cases, the learner’s enrollment at BPS may
terminate if, at a later stage, his/her progress indicates that he/she can no longer benefit from the program at BPS.

INTERVIEWS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND KG1
The entry interviews for Nursery and KG1 are based on the theory of Jean Piaget. It is not a test, rather a means of
knowing the readiness of the child to enter Nursery or KG1 classes, through participating in various activities that
reflect the stages of his/her social, emotional, motor, cognitive, and physical development. All learners entering EC/KG
and Elementary must be potty trained.

ADMISSION FOR RETURNING LEARNERS
In order to be admitted into the IB Diploma Programme, Grade 10 learners must:
Meet the school’s promotion requirements.
Not have missed more than 18 school days per year in grade 10.
Demonstrate commitment to learning by reflecting the Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.
Obtain at least a grade 4 to register for SL courses (D: Developed).
Obtain at least a grade 5 to register for HL courses.(C: Competent).
Have successfully completed the personal project.
Have completed the requirements of service as action.
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ADMISSION FOR NEW LEARNERS
In order to be admitted into the IB Diploma Programme, new learners must:
Present complete school records and transcripts for Grades 8, 9 and 10.
Pass the entrance examinations for Arabic (where applicable), English and Math.
Provide confidential academic recommendations from two Grade 10 teachers.
Provide personal / social recommendation from a “counselor, principal, dean of learners, vice principal or
principal”.
Be interviewed by the school’s DP coordinator, school counselor and relevant heads of departments.
Have their subject choices meet the course offerings at BPS.
The Admissions Office contacts families of new IB Diploma Programme candidates accordingly.

MAIN ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Director: Reviews divisional principal’s admission recommendations for approval.
SEN Team: Helps in identifying learners who may need additional individual support from the school’s specialist
support teacher and/or a whole school approach. The team reviews each case individually and to ensure that the
school can meet those needs without a disruption to the rest of the school programs or the learning process
Admissions and Learner Affair Coordinator: The main point of contact for all admissions enquiries is the Admission
and Learner Affairs Coordinator. This coordinator liaises with all families throughout the application process.
Divisional Principal or Section Coordinator: Heads the Admissions Committee and makes final admission
recommendations to the director.
Curriculum Coordinator: Collaborates with the divisional principal on reviewing the results of the admissions
assessment/interview.
IB/DP Coordinator: Interviews new learners applying to the IB Diploma Programme to assess their candidacy.

POLICY COMMUNICATION
The Admissions Policy is published in the Elementary and Secondary Handbooks and the Admissions Manual and can
be accessed on the school’s website.

POLICY REVISION
The policy will be reviewed annually until the school is authorized. After authorization, the policy will be reviewed
every three years.

REFERENCES
International Baccalaureate (2020). Guide to programme evaluation. Cardiff.
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BPS ASSESSMENT POLICY
GENERAL STATEMENT
Learning at BPS is a lifelong journey in which assessment plays a major part. At BPS, assessment is used on a daily basis
to offer direct feedback to learners about their learning as well as informing the parents about the achievements of
their children. Assessment for Learning at BPS is ongoing and continuous. Formative assessment tools are purposeful,
differentiated and connected to the curriculum. Teachers use a wide range of assessment strategies to ensure that the
learners are capable of continuously applying Conceptual, Competence and Character Learning (3C’s) and that the
desired learning outcomes are being met. Teachers then use these assessment evidences, or the documentation of
learning, to adjust teaching and learning on an ongoing basis to meet the learners’ academic and social development
needs. Assessment is used to support and encourage a positive attitude towards learning as well as to inform teaching.

ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES
At BPS we believe that:
Every learner learns in different ways and it is important to provide a flexible and differentiated
program of instruction.
Learning is a lifelong experience and the focus should therefore be on skills rather than content.
Assessment is daily and ongoing.
Formative assessment is the most important element in the feedback cycle.
Keeping parents informed of learner progress and potential challenges is an essential component of
the learning cycle.
Assessment should always be used to support, encourage and help develop learner understanding.
Assessment can take place in many contexts and in many forms, however learners should always
have clear objectives and assessment criteria to work with.
Learners should take an active part in the assessment process; through self-assessment, peer
assessment and regular individual reflection.
Summative assessment, at the end of a module or project, should be used as only one part of a final
holistic assessment of learner progress.
Assessment at BPS serves three main functions:
to help gauge and measure each individual learner’s specific needs
to create clear and transparent indicators of learner progress
to help guide and inform develop future teaching and learning
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The learner’s development is formally reported on twice a year. This is in addition to the ongoing formative assessments
that take place on a regular basis within the classroom. The reports detail levels of achievement for every subject and
include individual subject teacher’s comments. The reports are supplemented by a learner portfolio of work and
e-portfolios in the Middle School which include self-evaluation and samples of work. All work submitted by learners
will be appropriately marked, annotated and returned in a timely fashion. Feedback includes clear written guidance
on any perceived areas for improvement.

TERMINOLOGY
Diagnostic assessment provides direct feedback to subject teachers and is employed at the start of a school year
or module and offers information about knowledge acquired previously. It is also the intention, as stated previously,
to participate in the ACER assessment program for benchmarking purposes. Prospective learners undertake entry
tests in English, Arabic and Mathematics at admission. Based on these admission tests the decision is made whether a
student is admitted and in which year group.
Formative assessment creates ongoing feedback for teachers and learners about the learners’ learning and progress
in order to assist them in reaching the necessary concepts, competencies and character learning goals. It provides
information regarding the learners’ work habits and the development of their learning approaches.
Self-evaluations and reflections are important throughout the educational process, allowing the learners to reflect
objectively upon their strengths and limitations. Self-evaluations take place during and at the end of each unit.
Formative assessment can take place in many different ways and are described in the lesson planning documents and
module planners
At BPS, interim summative assessment is used as only one part of the overall assessment strategy. Interim summative
assessment is not focused on only end of term or year periods.

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES
At BPS, teachers make use of a wide range of assessment strategies to cater for the different learning styles, expectations
and needs of the learners. Use of different assessment strategies also allows for a more balanced view of the student.
These different approaches give learners the opportunity to show their grasp of the curriculum concepts.
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Possible assessment strategies:
exhibitions, presentations and performances
oral presentation either in class or during celebrations of learning
process journals, developmental workbook…etc
short and long essay questions, end of module GRASPS assessments
practical assessments (experiments, art products, investigations)
self and or peer assessments/ evaluations
interdisciplinary modules
open ended tasks
portfolio development
reading records
summative assessment as appropriate
Within the grade levels/subjects’ learners keep track of their work through portfolios, folders or workbooks. During
allotted periods learners work on their portfolios, which reflect their progress and development within all subjects.
The portfolios are used by the learners during the Student Led Conferences to discuss their progress.

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTORS
BPS uses the following CGC

Assessment Descriptors:

The Concepts and Competency Assessment Levels are:

ACCOMPLISHED

The student demonstrates a consistent and thorough mastery of the relevant knowledge
and a sophisticated, perceptive understanding of all-important concepts. There is always
evidence of analysis of a variety or perspectives and consideration and evaluation of a
variety of alternatives. The student is able to apply their understanding in a wide range
of familiar, closely-related and completely unfamiliar situations.

COMPETENT

The learner demonstrates mastery of the relevant knowledge, concepts and/or
competencies. They are able to apply their understanding independently in a range of
closely-related situations.

DEVELOPING

The learner demonstrates some mastery of the relevant knowledge, concepts and/or
competencies. They are able to apply their understanding in controlled situations with
support.

BEGINNING

The learner demonstrates limited mastery of the relevant knowledge, concepts and/or
competencies. They may be able to make some connections between the concepts.

NOT ASSESSED YET
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RECORDING AND REPORTING
BPS’s assessment practices do not focus on major testing and exams but instead believe in regular formative feedback.
The first and most important element of this is to offer feedback to the learners in a variety of formats. BPS monitors
that this feedback is shared at home with the parents.
Parents are welcome to talk to their child’s teacher on a regular basis, in person or by email.
At the beginning of the year there is an open day when information is given about teaching and learning at BPS. In
November, the first student-led conferences are held, when the learners themselves share their achievements through
their reflections/ portfolio and discuss their progress with their parents and teachers. A second session of conferences
takes place in April. Progress Reports are available twice a year, in January and in June, both followed by 3-Way
Conferences.

STANDARDIZATION OF ASSESSMENT
At classroom level teachers undertake ongoing assessment, with peer and self- assessment the basis for the active
involvement of the learners in their own learning. Learners use teacher-generated rubrics or develop their own to aid
them in the moderation of assessment. At grade or department level, teachers standardize their assessments through
meetings with the Curriculum Coordinator and by comparing assessments with their peers.

ASSESSMENT EXPECTATIONS OF THE LEARNER
The teacher can expect the student to:
be on time to class and fully prepared with all the appropriate materials ;
respect each other’s right to learn and to collaborate constructively with peers;
submit any required work, assignments and projects etc. on time and with care and attention;
present work neatly and appropriately as per teacher guidance.

ASSESSMENT EXPECTATIONS OF THE TEACHER
The student can expect the teacher to:
clearly identify the requirements for each piece of work, providing learners with relevant supporting
information, assessment criteria/rubrics;
provide adequate time for learners to complete each assessment task;
provide adequate access and guidance towards any resources necessary for the successful completion
of any assessment task;
assess all work appropriately and return to learners in good time;
access to the internet, the Learning Media Center and trained library staff is available both during
and immediately before and after school hours.
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ASSESSMENT EXPECTATIONS OF THE PARENT
BPS considers parents as partners in the educational journey of the learners. Parents are encouraged to offer
constructive and positive support (without compromising authenticity) as their children engage with their learning.

LEARNER PREPARATION FOR IB/DP ASSESSMENTS
Summative assessments in the High School reflect the IB assessments students will take at the end of the programme.
Teachers create rubrics based on the IB assessment criteria established in the IB Marking Criteria for subject specific
papers. Use of IB assessment criteria provides insight into student achievement and preparedness in each subject
group and relates directly to the scores posted on the internal IB report cards. Subject specific rubrics are utilized by all
teachers within that subject group to ensure a standardized grading system. Periodic collaborative grading and cross
checking of student work further ensures standardization. Summative assessments provide both an IB score and an
in-school BPS grade. Teachers within the individual subject groups collaborate to develop a conversion scale between
the BPS grade and the IB grade. That conversion scale is communicated to the students to help them understand both
their school grade and as an indicator of their anticipated IB score at that moment.
Internal Assessments are required of all 11th and 12th grade students participating in IB level courses. The
assessments are graded by the appropriate IB teacher using the IB published rubric. In subject groups with more than
one teacher, blind cross grading occurs to ensure standardization in the grading of student work. Internal Assessment
scores are submitted to IB for moderation as required to ensure global consistency in scoring. Assessments include
research papers, oral presentations, lab reports, mathematical investigations, art portfolios, and musical composition
and performance. An IB calendar is created through collaboration with teachers and the DP Coordinator to ensure a
manageable workload for students throughout their participation in the programme. The calendar is published and
distributed to administration, teachers, participating students and parents.

POLICY REVIEW AND COMMUNICATION
The policy will be reviewed annually by the Pedagogical Leadership Team until the school is authorized. After
authorization, the policy will be reviewed every three years. This policy will be made available to learners, parents and
staff through learner, teacher and parent handbooks.

REFERENCES
International Baccalaureate (2019). Assessment principles and practices—Quality assessments in a digital age. Cardiff.
International Baccalaureate (2020). Guide to programme evaluation. Cardiff.
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BPS POLICY OF INCLUSION
GENERAL STATEMENT
The mission of BPS states that “all learners are provided with equity learning experiences serving the needs, interests
and learning styles of each child.” BPS believes that every learner is a unique individual with specific strengths and
needs. Welcoming and celebrating diversity, BPS supports and provides every learner, wherever possible, with rich and
challenging learning opportunities designed to help them reach their maximum potential and prepare them for the
future in a rapidly changing world. Classroom teachers at BPS are aware that learners come from different academic
backgrounds, with various educational strengths and challenges that require in return an individual approach.

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS
BPS moves away from the use of deficit labels to identify learners and instead considers the areas of challenge that
a learner may experience. When learners are seen for who they are and considered in terms of their strengths and
challenges, not their labels, teachers are better able to create learning opportunities that enable every learner to
develop and pursue appropriate personal goals.
Access arrangements are changes introduced to teaching, learning and assessment to remove or reduce barriers. They
do not change what the student is expected to learn and do not lower expectations, but instead provide the optimal
support to address challenges and to enable the student to work around them. At a fundamental level, they address
equal access and fairness to learning and teaching and in addition, validity and meaningfulness to assessment.
In cases where a learner appears to have significant academic underperformance or behavioral challenges, the
classroom teacher refers the learner to the Special Educational Needs (SEN) teacher and Counselor (in addition to
informing the divisional principal and section coordinator) with appropriate documentation using the Referral Form.
Based upon the decision of the school administration, parents are informed about the presented
concerns and if needed, the teacher(s) who made the referral attends a meeting, along with the counselor and SEN
teacher, to help clarify to the parents the concerns, so they better understand the need to take action.
Upon the professional judgment of the Counselor, SEN teacher and the divisional principal, the learner may
be referred, with parents’ consent, to an outside agency for formal diagnostic assessment.
In cases where a learner is determined to have a learning difficulty or disorder, the school administration,
the Counselor and SEN teacher investigate and decide whether the school can accommodate and meet the
student’s needs. The decision of acceptance and accommodation is based upon reviewing the resources the
learner requires in relation to the learning program and human and material resources that the school can
provide.
To protect confidential information of SEN learners, all teachers must sign a letter of confidentiality that
they do not share information about any of our learners with a third party. Learners’ files are safely kept in
the Admission’s Office and can only be accessed by the leadership team members and relevant teachers who
closely work with that particular learner.
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Learners who are identified with a prior special education need may be admitted provisionally at BPS with an agreed
upon mutual plan of support inside and outside school. In some cases, the learner’s enrollment at BPS may terminate
if, at a later stage, his/her progress indicates that he/she can no longer benefit from the program at BPS.
BPS teachers differentiate instruction and learning activities to learners who are consistently attaining high academic
performance in order to keep them challenged at their own pace.

REMOVING/REDUCING BARRIERS TO LEARNING
At BPS, inclusion is an ongoing process that aims to increase access and engagement in learning for all learners
by identifying and removing barriers. BPS strives to ensure that no barriers to learning may be found in the way
the school is organized and resourced, its approaches to teaching, learning and assessment, the physical aspects of
buildings and the ways in which individuals within the school community interact on a daily basis.

MAIN ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS SPECIALIST
At BPS, inclusion is an ongoing process that aims to increase access and engagement in learning for all learners
by identifying and removing barriers. BPS strives to ensure that no barriers to learning may be found in the way
the school is organized and resourced, its approaches to teaching, learning and assessment, the physical aspects of
buildings and the ways in which individuals within the school community interact on a daily basis.
plays a major role in the assessment and intervention process for referred learners.
informs teachers of any SEN learners allocated to their class.
consults with teachers to create appropriate IEPs (Individualized Education Programs) for learners with
special educational needs.
collaborates with teachers to develop an effective support system and services for learners with special
educational needs.
collaborates and coordinates the activities of other external SEN professionals as required.
addresses specific questions or concerns parents or family members may have concerning Special
Educational Needs services.
assists learners with realistic planning to suit the demanding nature of the school’s curriculum.
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SCHOOL COUNSELORS
The Early Childhood, Elementary, Middle and High School Counselors at BPS are an integral member of the educational
leadership team whose role is to provide valuable assistance to the learners. The services of the school Counselors
align with the BPS vision, mission and principles to create a safe and respectful environment and support all learners
in reaching the best of their potential. The Counselors address the academic, social, and emotional needs of the
learners, and act as a bridge between teachers, parents and the community to equip every learner with the tools to
succeed in school. By providing early identification, prevention and intervention, the school Counselor addresses the
unique needs of our learners in order to help them to:
achieve academic success.
build their self-esteem.
develop better interpersonal skills (with peers, parents and teachers).
develop positive feelings about academic work, the school environment, family and society in response to
issues they may encounter.
The Counselors can meet with learners individually, in small groups, in the classroom setting and in informal settings
such as the play or recreational areas.

SEN TEAM (SEN TEACHER, COUNSELOR, EAL TEACHER)
supervise teachers in implementing the measures put in place to support learners with special needs.
ensures that units of work take account of any special educational needs.
checks that assessment tasks and activities are broken down into a series of smaller and achievable steps for
learners who have been identified with learning difficulties.
ensure the effective use and deployment of resources to meet all learners’ needs.
ensure that any learner with special educational needs is identified early with support from members of the
relevant sections.
uses best practices when devising interventions and support programs.
takes into account the needs of the learner, in the light of their age and understanding.
encourages parents to work in partnership with the school/ learning support teacher.
regularly reviews interventions and other support programs to assess their impact, the learner’s progress
and the views of the learner, their teachers and their parents.

TEACHING STAFF
Teachers are supported with appropriate teaching strategies for SEN at the classroom level.
Learner groupings are made flexible so that learning needs may be met in individual, small group or whole
class contexts.
Teachers discuss learners who face challenges or need to be challenged on a regular basis in Guidance
Meetings, per grade level, at different intervals per year.

44

BPS POLICY OF INCLUSION 2020

INCLUSION IN THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
Any returning or new learner with a need for special arrangements must be identified prior to starting the program.
Special arrangements may include, as per IB guidelines, modifications to exam papers, extensions to deadlines,
assistance to practical work, additional time, information and communication technology, scribe and transcription,
or readers.
All requests for inclusive access arrangements must be submitted by the IB DP Coordinator on IBIS and must specify
exactly which arrangements are being requested. Requests for inclusive access arrangements must be submitted six
months prior to an examination session, that is, by 15 November for candidates registering for the May examinations
session and by 15 May for candidates registering for the November examinations session.

POLICY COMMUNICATION
The Inclusion Policy is published in the Elementary and Secondary Faculty Handbooks, Parent Handbook, the
Admissions Manual and the Policies and Procedures Handbook.

POLICY REVISION
The policy is reviewed annually until the school is authorized. After authorization, the policy will be reviewed every
three years keeping up to date with the needs of the student population.

REFERENCES
International Baccalaureate (2020). Guide to programme evaluation. Cardiff.
International Baccalaureate (2018). Access and inclusion policy. Cardiff.
International Baccalaureate (2020). Learning diversity and inclusion in IB programmes. Cardiff.		
International Baccalaureate (2019). Meeting student learning diversity in the classroom. Cardiff.		
International Baccalaureate (2019). The IB guide to inclusive education: a resource for whole school development.
Cardiff.		
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LANGUAGE POLICY
STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Beacon Private School recognizes that language is the ultimate medium of interaction between the individual and
the world. It is through language that one expresses one’s uniqueness, one’s culture, embraces the experiences of
others and celebrates the richness of the world’s diversity. Language is fundamental to education as it is a medium of
learning throughout the curriculum. Learners are learning through and about languages in all disciplines at all times.
The school endorses a holistic approach to teaching languages, aiming at creating an authentic learning environment
where teachers act as facilitators to guide learners to reach their potential as active learners. To foster languages at
BPS, all members of the school community are required to be language teachers and to use each language consistently
in any written or oral production.

LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY
The linguistic and cultural diversity of the BPS community is considered to be both a strength and a rich resource
in the promotion of language learning. BPS seeks to enable learners to function as global citizens which, in part,
entails the ability to function capably and comfortably within and between cultures. Developing the capacity to
speak more than one language is an integral part of this preparation, and as a result, the provision of immersion into
two languages is a requirement for every learner who is admitted into the school.

LEARNER PROFILE
The BPS learner population is made up of 30 different nationalities. Approximately 80% have Arabic as their
first language. All administrative and teaching staff speak English and the majority are fluent in at least one other
language. English is the language of instruction for all subjects except for Arabic, Islamic Studies and Civics. Arabic
mother tongue learners are expected to have a proficiency level in both English and Arabic to allow them to access
the curriculum in their respective grade level.

LANGUAGE OFFERINGS
As an International School, BPS uses English as the primary language of instruction. We aim to develop a level of
proficiency that will help learners in their later studies and working lives. The command of English as lingua franca
is the primary key to accessing information, communicating internationally in the modern world, and enriching
intellectual and social growth.
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Arabic, the mother tongue of many BPS learners, is central to the cognitive and cultural development and identity of
the learners, for which Modern Standard Arabic is used. Currently, Arabic is offered to mother tongue learners and
it is the language of instruction and communication for Arabic, Islamic Studies, Civics and Social Studies. Learners
who are speakers of other languages have the option of French or Spanish with plans to offer them Arabic B classes
in the near future. Both are taught as Language B courses with teachers who are native speakers. Additionally, BPS
may extend this option to other languages where the need arises.
BPS aims at starting the Diploma Program in September 2022. For its IB/DP students in grades 11 and 12, BPS plans
to offer a variety of language Group 1 and Group 2 options including Arabic A, Arabic B, English A, English B, Spanish
B and French B.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
BPS meets and exceeds the Bahraini Ministry of Education mandates in regards to Arabic language learning.
Learners are offered adequate instructional time in Arabic and teachers utilize a rigorous curriculum framework
and resources approved by the Bahraini Ministry of Education.

LEARNER PREPARATION FOR IB/DP LANGUAGE COURSES
BPS’s language curriculum and learning experiences before grades 11 and 12 are designed to prepare learners to
succeed in their IB/DP language courses.
Language A learners are prepared through:
being introduced to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres;
developing in them the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and make relevant
connections;
developing their powers of expression, both in oral and written communication;
encouraging them to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are written and received;
encouraging them, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of people from
other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning;
encouraging them to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts;
promoting in them an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature;
developing in them an understanding of how language, culture and context determine the ways in which
meaning is constructed in texts;
encouraging them to think critically about the different interactions between text, audience and purpose.
Language B learners are prepared through:
developing international mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, ideas and issues of global
significance;
enabling them to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of
purposes;
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encouraging, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a
variety of perspectives of people from diverse cultures;
developing their understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are
familiar;
developing their awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge;
providing them, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual
engagement and the development of critical and creative thinking skills;
providing them with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language;
fostering curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Language teachers at BPS regularly engage in various professional development experiences to enhance their teaching
practices. The Common Ground Collaborative (CGC) Learning Ecosystem, which the school implements, provides
various opportunities to work collaboratively on defining, designing, delivering and demonstrating learning. All
teachers assigned to teach IB/DP language courses will complete relevant IB/DP training before September 2022.

LANGUAGE SUPPORT
Learners whose language skills are not up to grade level in certain areas are offered support in order to acquire
the skills required for success. The determination of the need for support and the kind of support is based on the
learners’ achievement levels. The support takes a variety of forms. Learners, whether returning or new, whose
English language abilities are not at grade level, are provided with personalized language support by specialized
EAL teachers.

ASSESSMENT
The main aim of assessment is to encourage and support learning. The school offers a variety of formative and
summative assessment tasks to reflect the learners’ progress in the development of language skills. These range
from observation, rubrics, journals, self, peer and group assessment, running records, portfolios, presentations,
diagnostic assessments and performance-based assessment tasks.
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RESOURCES AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
The aim of our resources is to help learners become lifelong learners, to develop their literacy and cognitive skills,
and to support teachers in their planning. The Learning Media Center (LMC) is always expanding its resources in
languages. The library is well resourced in both Arabic and English for the primary school and is expanding resources
for the middle school. A collection of texts in French and Spanish will be available in the LMC for all school sections,
as well as in the respective language rooms. The librarians, coordinators and staff collaboratively make decisions on
what resources to purchase, based on learner needs and instructional requirements.
Our learner-centered instructional resources are used to foster learner learning through inquiry, research,
investigations, problem solving, higher order thinking and collaboration. In addition, teacher-centered instructional
as well as digital resources are used throughout the school to meet the needs of our learners and match our
curricula expectations. These resources/ materials include; textbooks, leveled readers, comprehensive science kits,
manipulatives, educational portals, Apps, models, maps, atlases and more.
It is important to note that the school’s administration was involved in a rigorous review cycle of all instructional
materials before the final selections were made in an effort to ensure contingency with curriculum standards.
Applying the curriculum standards to this selection process guarantees our intention to offer our learners successful
learning opportunities for the essential concepts, competencies and character traits.

POLICY REVIEW AND COMMUNICATION
The Pedagogical Leadership Team will review the school’s Language Policy annually until the school is authorized.
After authorization, the policy will be reviewed every three years with input solicited from teachers. The Language
Policy will be included in the Parents’ Handbook, Teachers’ Handbook and communicated during faculty orientation
at the beginning of the school year.

REFERENCES
International Baccalaureate (2020). Guide to programme evaluation. Cardiff.
International Baccalaureate (2014). Language and learning in IB programmes. Cardiff.
International Baccalaureate (2008). Guidelines for developing a school language policy. Cardiff.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1. CGC CONCEPTUAL MAP
Geography

History
History is the study of groups
of people and their interactions
across time and place

Geography is the study of the
world and the people within it, and
the interaction between the two.
Place • Scale • Sustainability •
Interaction • Patterns • Trends *
Processes * Environment

Continuity and Change
Citizenship • Group Membership
• Power • Culture • Rights &
Responsibilities • Conflict
• Social Justice •
Perspectives

Economics examines the choices
people make about the use of limited
resources to satisfy unlimited wants.
Scarcity • Value • Markets •
Opportunity Cost • Supply & Demand
• Incentives • Purchasing Power

Media Literacy
Media Literacy provides a framework
to access, analyze, evaluate and create
messages in a variety of forms.It builds
an understanding of the role of media in
society as well as essential skills of inquiry
and self-expression necessary for successful
citizenship.

Competency • Contexts • Multiple
Literacies • Socio-economic
Development • Social Awareness •
Critical Reflection

Individuals
and Groups

Stories
and Signals
We are all storytellers;
we all send messages
to each other.

Biology

A Conceptual Map of our Common Ground

Biology is the study of living
things in their environment.
Organisms • Biological information
• Genetics • Variation •
Populations • Environment

Health & Well-being
Purpose
and Balance
We all seek meaning and
purpose in our existence
and we strive towards
achieving balance
in our lives

Fairness
Truth
Sustainability
Compassion
Innovation
Collaboration
Communication
Leadership
Resilience
Reflection
Integrity

Urgency and Agency
We all face pressing challenges
and promising opportunities.
We share a responsibility to
embrace both

and the list goes on

Sustainability
and Systems

Sustainability

Systems

Sustainability focuses on meeting the
needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their
needs. The concept of sustainability is composed
of three pillars: economic, environmental and
social - also known informally as profits, planet and
people.

Systems thinking is a way of thinking
about, and a language for describing
and understanding, the forces and
interrelationships that shape the behavior of
systems. This discipline helps us to see how to
change systems more effectively, and to act more
in tune with the natural processes of the natural
and economic world.

Stewardship • Action Orientation • Responsibility
• Resilience • Regeneration • Consumerism •
Conservation • Enterprise •
Entrepreneurship
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Matter & Particles • Forces • Waves
• Gravity & Space • Electricity &
Magnetism

Chemistry
Chemistry is the study of the
materials the world is made from,
their properties, structures and
behaviours.

Analysis • Causal chain • Causal loop diagram
• Feedback loop • Fundamental attribution
error • Leverage point • Root cause •
Root cause analysis • Structure •
Systemic

Imagination
and Creativity
We are all creators;
we are all capable of
imagining new futures
and making them
real.

The Arts
The Arts represent a range of
human activities in creating visual,
auditory or performing artifacts
expressing the author’s imaginative
concept and technical competency,
intended to be appreciated for their beauty
and their emotional/expressive power.
Possibility • Creativity • Authenticity •
Context • Critique • Interpretation
• Aesthetic Impact

Innovation

Technology
Technology is intervention
by design to expand human
possibilities.
Innovation • Sustainability
• Enterprise • Design

Innovation is the activity of
people and organizations to change
themselves and the environment. It means
breaking routines and dominant ways of
thinking, introducing new things/ behaviours/
standards. It involves the process of
translating an idea into a product or service
that has value.
Opportunity • Value • Invention • Design
• Manufacture • Testing • Ideation •
Product/Process Life Cycle •
Technology • Adoption

Mathematics
Mathematics is the science
that deals with the logic of shape,
quantity and arrangement.
Approximation • Change • Equivalence • Generalization • Modelling •
Patterns • Quantity • Relationships
• Representation • Space •
Systems • Validity

© The Common Ground Collaborative 2019

We all share a duty of
stewardship for the
ecosystems we inhabit; to
execute that duty we need
to understand how
systems work.

CONCEPTUAL

Physics
Physics is about explaining the universe
in terms of the simplest possible models
expressed in terms of the movement and
position of objects.

Patterns
and Principles

Atomic theory • Classifying
materials • Reactions •
Managing changes

Competence • Performance •
Creativity • Lifestyles

D

We all look for recurring
patterns and enduring
principles to help us
make sense of things

Physical Education
In Physical Education,
the focus is on movement and its
contribution to the development of
individuals and communities.

D

Aspects of Agency

Matters of Urgency
Socio-economic Stratification
Environmental Degradation
Climate Change
Genetic Engineering
Artificial Intelligence
Over-population
Terrorism
Migration
Homelessness

D

DESIGN

Construction • Language •
Interpretation • Values • Profit •
Power

What’s Worth
Learning ... and Why?

Identity • Values • Faith • Belief •
Comfort • Reflection • Ethics •
Awe • Truth

Identity • Values • Sustainability • Fulfillment
• Positive Functioning • Productivity
• Happiness • Life Satisfaction •
Work • Social Connectedness •
Environment

Literacy is the ability to read, write,
speak and listen in a way that lets us
communicate effectively and make sense of
the world. Literacy in more than one language
opens opportunities for increased cultural
understanding and broader perspectives.

We all seek personal
identity, we all need a
place to belong

Spirituality
Spiritual education involves the
inquiry into spiritual truth.It involves
a sense of connection to something
other than ourselves, and a search for
meaning in life.

Achieving Health is achieving a state
of complete physical, mental and social
well-being, not merely the absence of
disease or infirmity (WHO).

D

Literacy

Economics

APPENDIX 2. SNACK/ LUNCH GUIDES
Beacon Private School wishes to implement guidelines for a healthy snack/ lunch at all grade levels, from Early
Childhood and through Grade 5.
Research proves students do better at school when they have at least 9 to10 hours of sleep, a balanced diet including
two nutritional snacks daily and exercise. As educators, we want only what is best for “our kids,” for this we need
healthy snacks during the school day and that will be eaten in class.
Guidelines:
The only snacks allowed in our classrooms include sandwiches, banana bread, a fruit, vegetable, milk and milk
products (there is no classroom refrigerator available therefore your child might need chilled lunch box) and
similar items that are free of refined sugar, nuts, coco and chocolate.
High fat, high carbs, and sugary foods will not be allowed. These items will be returned home if brought in,
(such as but not limited to: Chocolate, cookies, fruit snacks, fruit roll ups, snack cakes, waffles, jam scones,
granola nut-bars, popcorn, chicken nuggets, French fries, potato chips, candy bars, processed cheese, nutella,
peanut butter, chips, and soda/ fizzy drinks).
The only beverage allowed with snack is water.
Be mindful of allergies, NO (pea)nut products. We are a nut free school.
Bringing a daily snack of individual portion is the responsibility of the parent, no snack will be provided by the
school. Listed below are some healthy choices to help guide you when deciding on your child’s snack.
Please be aware that our school is in the planning of having a school cafeteria in the future to provide students the
option to purchase appropriate snacks and lunches. More information will be shared at a later date.
Thank you for your cooperation in adhering to these guidelines as we strive to be a healthy school and bring good
nutrition to the forefront.
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APPENDIX 3. RECORDING AND REPORTING – CGC ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES

1. Purpose
The purpose of all assessment is to improve learning.
Therefore an effective assessment package should:
●
●
●
●

provide opportunities and tools that support selfassessment
include feedback specifically related to the learning standards
allow for opportunities for learners to act on the feedback
make the student the primary audience for reporting

2. Differentiation
Assessment must be differentiated.
Therefore an effective assessment package should:
●
●

include appropriate choices that challenge learners at an appropriate level
include options where students can draw on their own interests to demonstrate their learning

3. Connection
Assessment must be connected to the curriculum and to the world beyond school.
Therefore assessment should:
●
●
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be specifically designed to assess the conceptual, competency and character learning purposes in
the curriculum
make use of contextualized tasks wherever possible
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APPENDIX 4. RECORDING AND REPORTING – CGC ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTORS
OVERALL DESCRIPTORS
How well does the student demonstrate understanding of the key concepts and the connections between them?

Not enough
evidence
There is not
enough evidence
to make a
judgement

Beginning

Developing

Competent

Accomplished

The student demonstrates a
knowledge of some of the
relevant fact base and is able to
make some connections
between facts.

The student demonstrates mastery of some
of the relevant knowledge and a limited
understanding of important concepts with
some misunderstandings. The student is
able to apply their understanding in
controlled situations with support.

The student demonstrates mastery of the
relevant knowledge and a coherent
understanding of important concepts.
There is some evidence of analysis of
perspectives and consideration and
evaluation of alternatives. The student is
able to apply their understanding
independently in a range of closely-related
situations.

The student demonstrates a consistent and thorough mastery of the relevant
knowledge and a sophisticated, perceptive understanding of all important concepts.
There is always evidence of analysis of a variety of perspectives and consideration
and evaluation of a variety of alternatives. The student is able to apply their
understanding in a wide range of familiar, closely-related and completely unfamiliar
situations.

DESCRIPTORS FOR AN INDIVIDUAL PRODUCT
How well did I connect facts, skills ideas and important concepts into a coherent, effective and creative product?

Not enough
evidence
There is not
enough evidence to
make a judgement

Beginning
●
●

My work demonstrates that I
know some relevant facts.
My work shows some basic
connections between some
of the facts.

Developing
●

●

My work makes use of descriptions,
explanations, justifications and / or
illustrations which demonstrate some
knowledge of the fact base.
My work shows some understanding of
how important concepts apply to the
task.

Competent
●

●

●

My work makes effective use of
descriptions, explanations,
justifications and / or illustrations
which demonstrate a good knowledge
of the fact base and how it relates to
bigger ideas and concepts
My work achieves its purpose in a
coherent way and shows a good
understanding of how important
concepts apply to the task and of the
connections between important ideas.
My work shows some consideration of
alternatives in terms of perspectives,
information sources, interpretations
representations and solutions where
appropriate and useful.

Accomplished
●

●

●

●

My work consistently and effectively makes use of fully developed descriptions,
explanations, justifications and / or illustrations which demonstrate a thorough
and accurate knowledge of the fact base and how it relates to bigger ideas and
concepts.
My work achieves its purpose in a thoroughly coherent and sophisticated way and
shows a perceptive and deep understanding of how important ideas / concepts
apply to the task and of the connections between these important ideas /
concepts.
My work shows consideration and analysis of alternatives in terms of
perspectives, information sources, interpretations, representations and solutions
where appropriate and useful.
My solution or product demonstrates original, creative thinking.
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APPENDIX 5. PARENT GUIDE TO LEARNER USE OF TECHNOLOGY
In our rapidly changing world with new technologies, we face new challenges at home and in school. Below is a
series of suggestions drawn from a wide variety of professional sources that might help parents, in a more safe
and effective use of Technology.
1. Take extra steps to protect your child. Encourage your child to use technology tools in an open area of your
home, such as the kitchen or family room, so you can monitor what your child is doing online. Use the Internet
with your child to help develop safe surfing habits and responsible use. Children often model adult behavior.
2. Check and monitor the online pages your child is using. Let your child know that you’re there and help them
how to act while working and socializing online. Please note that the setting of the students iPads is established
and monitored at all times, while at school or outside of school.
3. Review your child’s friends list. You may want to limit your child’s online “friends” to people your child actually
knows and is working with in real life.
4. Understand sites’ privacy policies. Internet sites should spell out your rights to review and delete your child’s
information.
5. Encourage a balanced approach towards screen time. Technology tools like the iPad are very engaging devices,
consider setting limits on screen time and encourage a balanced approach between screen time and other
activities. Care and continual monitoring will reduce your child’s exposure to excessive use.
6. Report unwelcome or malicious online threats. Report in a timely fashion to the school any online interactions
that can be considered threatening.
7. Help your child develop a routine. Many parents have found success by helping create a routine for their child’s
computer/iPad use. Define a routine for how the iPad or other screens are cared for along with when and where
its use is appropriate.
8. Take a look at the apps or programs. Get involved! It is to the advantage of the students, parents, and school that
the parents have a working understanding of the programs and student work.
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