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Have a safe and restful summer holiday
pain and suffering
linked to these losses
must not be
underestimated.

I didn’t think any of us
would ever have
imagined that this
school year would
have turned out as it
has. The events of the
last few months have
been ‘unprecedented’
and their implications
will stay with us all for
a long time to come.
The loss that many
have felt must never
be forgotten and the

At the same time, we
must also look at the
good that many people
have done as a means
of motivation for the
future. Within our own
school the acts of
kindness, the acts of
resilience and of
adaptability must be
used to develop a
sense of confidence for
meeting new future
challenges, whatever
they may be.
Therefore, I would like
to bring this newsletter
and this academic year

to a close by saying
that no one can tell
what the future holds.
However, if we live by
the school values of
kindness, resilience
and confidence and by
being the best we can
be, we can and should
look optimistically to
the future.
Thank you all for
everything you have
done and have a safe
and restful summer
holiday. For all our
1654 students we have
missed you all and
look forward to seeing
you in September!
Mr Samra,
Headteacher
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English Student of the Half Term
Congratulations to the following students for being awarded the English Department's
Student of the Half Term in KS3, KS4 & KS5. All students have continually shown diligence
and enthusiasm in their English work whilst working from home.

PRIDE WEEK
Southam College celebrated Pride week, from the 22nd - 26th June 2020. The
week took the theme, “Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.” The week
focused on encouraging students to be proud of who they are and what they have
achieved. We were proud of all students who took part in our tutor activity and here
are some of the entries we recieved!
Thank you to all staff and students who supported our Pride week, here at Southam
College!

1st PLACE
2nd PLACE
3rd PLACE
4th PLACE
VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY
House pride was in
abundance on Friday as we
held the first ever Southam
College Virtual Sports Day.
Mrs Morten and Whittle
House were determined to
keep hold of the trophy that
they fought so hard to win
last year. Godiva, Webb
Ellis and the ever
competitive Shakepeare
Houses were all primed to
knock them off their perch
with each Head of House
promoting mass
participation amongst their
student cohorts.
There were over 1450
entries from students in the
10 activities on offer, this
level of buy in was a

fantastic culmination to
what has been a very
fragmented school sporting
calendar.
There was an excellent turn
out across all year groups
and it was also great to see
so many family members
lace up their trainers and
get involved.
Once all entries had been
collated and the bonus
points allocated it was
Godiva who came out on
top, beating Shakespeare
by only 50 points or 5
entries.
I am so proud of everyone
who joined in at home but
also in school. This was a
real team effort and
highlights that there is a
fantastic community spirit
within the walls and playing
fields of Southam College. I
look forward to seeing you
all on the touchline or in the
classroom in the very near
future.
Mr Lowdon
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Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions update
Bronze
Following the recent guidance from the government we are really pleased to
announce that we are now able to run our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions in
September and October. There will be some changes to the conditions in order to
allow this to take place, including no overnight camping, but it means Y10 students
will be able to complete their award in the autumn. Mr Bradbury will write to each
participant this week with the full details. The dates are Sat 19th Sept and Sunday
20th Sept for the practice expedition and Friday 2nd and Sat 3rd October for the
qualifying expedition.

Silver
We are also pleased to say that we are going to run the Silver Practice Expedition
this Autumn on Friday 16th – Sunday 18th September. We have switched the
location for the first 2 days to the Malvern Hills and we will provide coach travel for
students who require it. Students will also not be able to camp, however the coach
will bring the groups back at the end of each day. Each participant will receive
further details by letter this week and specific timings and information in September.
For the Qualifying expedition we are looking at either early spring 2021 or late July
depending on government guidance and participant availability.

Gold
We are fully committed to completing both of your your expeditions prior to the end
of Sixth Form. If you have any queries please get in touch with Mr Bradbury.

PTSA
A BIG thank you from the PTSA
We’ve had a busy, but challenging year like everyone and before lockdown donated
over £3000 worth of PE equipment, iPads, Drama and Art supplies. Not only have
we tried to support different departments with equipment that will benefit the student
experience in the classroom, but we have donated to extra-curricular clubs too to
reach as many students as we can. We also donated £1500 worth of recycling
stations across the school, which the students will be making use of when they
return in September.

Next term we are planning to run some virtual events so watch out
for further details on our Facebook page and the school website.
Please help us raise funds by
shopping at AmazonSmile and
easyfundraising and by joining our
100 Club for a chance to win quarterly
cash prizes.

A HUGE thank you to everyone who has supported us this year. We
really do appreciate it and every single penny raised will go towards
improving the student experience at school.

Head Boy and Head Girl 2020 - 2021

We are pleased to announce the Head Boy and Head Girl for
Southam College for 2020/2021.
Lucy Taylor and Ryan Alexander have been successful with being selected for this role
through a process including a student vote, staff vote and interview with the Headteacher.
We are very excited to see their passion towards the roles and look forward to seeing
their ideas implemented across the school. We would like to also thank all of the students
who originally applied and wish Lucy and Ryan all the best for their future positions.

Learning Checklists
Students who came into school in the final week of term took
home a Learning Checklist. This details everything that
students have learnt this year in each of their subjects and
suggests some resources to support students in getting
September ready.
Electronic copies of the Learning
Checklists for Years 7 to 10 can be found on the Curriculum
section of the School's website. It's not too late for students
to catch themselves up, ready for a successful start to the
autumn term.

Results Day
Year 13: Thursday 13th August Year 11: Thursday 20th August

Students are invited to collect their results from the Core Block at the designated
time. Support and guidance is available from our Sixth Form team, Mr Hughes
(careers adviser) and teaching staff. We look forward to seeing you.
Godiva - 9:00-9:30am

Shakespeare - 9:30-10:00am

Webb Ellis: 10:00-10:30am

Whittle: 10:30-11:00am

Results are available via Insight for anyone who cannot collect their results in person.

Science Work During and After Lockdown
As term draws to a close, I have just
had a very pleasant day with Year 10,
all of them having completed a
consolidation programme in the
Sciences as part of a wider programme
to prepare them for next year as they
enter Year 11.
I have to say that, despite my own fears
and what has been reported in the
press, our Year 10s have done well.
The ones I have personally taught have
shown an impressive level of largely
self-taught knowledge and a high level
of maturity, and this has also been the
experience of my colleagues in the
department.
If this is an indicator of how Southam
students have kept up generally, then
they should all be in a very strong
position in September.
That said, students will no doubt wish to
consolidate their position before
entering the next academic year.
While it is essential that all Southam
students take a decent break and
refresh their minds before the autumn,
we have provided a modest amount of
material to help them feel more
prepared.

I would recommend that all year groups
take the time to look through the
Science student checklists which have
been provided and ensure that they are
confident in each section. Where they
feel a bit shaky, they would do well to
take a bit of time and revisit the material
using such resources as their online
text books, material on their BLOGS
(including instructions on accessing
onilne text books), BBC Bitesize and a
range of youtube clips such as Free
Science Lessons and Primrose Kitten.
There is no need to set aside vast
quantities of time, it is far better to have
a few minutes thoughtful reflection over
your cornflakes with your mobile phone
than to have piles of work which never
quite get started. It would also be a
great idea to compile a list of specific
questions you still have so you can sort
them out with the nearest Science
teacher in September.
Have a wonderful summer, and,
whatever next term brings, I am
extremely confident that Southam
students will rise to the occasion once
again.
Mr Eltringham, Head of Science
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July Parent Survey Response Summary
Thank you for responding to our parent/carer survey. We had nearly 600 responses which has
provided valuable information for us. Here is a summary of the feedback received.

91%

Do you feel the amount of work set for your child has been:

The right amount

67%

Not enough

16%

Too much

16%
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Do you feel your child has had feedback from their teachers when they have submitted work?

Always

15%

Usually

47%

Sometimes

38%

Do you feel your child has made progress with their learning during lockdown?

Yes

63%

No

37%

Are you concerned about your child returning to school full time in September?

Yes

45%

No

55%

Concerns include:
• Uncertainty about the plans for
September
• Risk to health posed by coronavirus
• Potential lack of compliance with
measures in place
• Friendship struggles
• Impact on young people’s mental
health
• Pressure on year groups due to take
exams
• Learning gaps and the pressure to
‘catch up’
• Impact of limited transition for
particular year groups
• Adapting to the school environment
after a period of time at home

Actions
• Students in all year groups have had an opportunity to
return to school and have face to face contact before the
summer break.
• Year 10 students will take home consolidation resources to
work through over the summer to ensure they address any
gaps they have ready for a successful return to school in
September.
• Learning checklists will be shared with students in years 7
– 10 which outline what they have learnt this year and how
to address any gaps they feel they have over the summer
ready for a successful return in September.
• A comprehensive plan will be communicated to all parents/
carers about the return to school in September before the
end of term, with more updates at the end of the summer
holidays.
• A remote learning plan will be in place in the event of a
further period of school closure and will be shared with all
parents/carers on our return in September.

NEED HELP?

REMEMBER
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE

Want to chat about your physical
health? Your mental Health? Your
sexual health?
Text the COMPASS ‘Chat health’ line on
07507 331525

Shout is a 24/7 UK crisis text service
available for times when people feel
they need immediate support.

For support with an eating disorder,
children and young people can
ring Beat’s Youthline on 0808 801 0711

Worried about domestic abuse or
domestic violence?
Call the Warwickshire domestic
abuse service on 0800 408 1552

The Think Ninja is an app that
educates 10-18 year olds about
mental health, emotional wellbeing
and provides skills young people can
use to build resilience and stay well.

For urgent mental health support for
children and young people 24/7 call
CWRISE support line on
02476 641799
Find help online at Young
Minds website.

Call Childline on 0800 1111 • Call the Mix on 0808 808 4994 • Find help online at the NHS website

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION HAPPENS If you are being exploited or you know
someone who is, get help. If you think something isn’t right, it probably isn’t.
Visit https://warwickshirecse.co.uk/for more help and advise.

If you are in an emergency situation then call 999

Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service
Bedworth Fire Station
Park Road
Bedworth
CV12 8LB
Tel: 02476 314376
cfs@warwickshire.gov.uk
Dear Parent/Carer
We hope you and your children are keeping safe and well during this time of uncertainty,
we understand that life, school and education looks different at the moment.
You may be staying at home more than normal and it is important to ensure that you and
your children are safe from fire and accidents in the home.
Make sure you have a working smoke alarm on every level of your home and test it
once a week to ensure it is working correctly.
Make sure plug sockets are not overloaded and switch off items that are not being
used.
Do not leave cooking unattended or children alone in the kitchen.
Make sure candles and cigarettes are put out properly and never left unattended.
Make sure your boiler is checked on an annual basis.
Always have an escape plan and practice this with your children.

Smoke alarms save lives, buy it, fit it, test it
If you have any concerns regarding safety in the home, please visit our webpage for more
information www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fireandrescue
Alternatively you can ring 01926 466282 to see if you qualify for a free Safe and Well check
You can also contact our Community Fire Prevention team for advice on the above details,
between the hours of 9am to 5pm.

Kind Regards
Gemma Childs
Community Fire Prevention Officer

