MAY 14, 2020

AL NOOR - ABA NEWS

Please complete the
International Schools
survey regarding our
COVID-19 response.

Dear ABA Community, Last day to submit is
An academic project this week led me to research an article by the IB MAY 15th!
Director General Siva Kumari. Following the announcement of the

cancellation of the Diploma Programme May 2020 examinations, | wanted to Click Here

fully understand how the schools would be supported in the grading of the

student course work that was submitted by our DP students for the April 20th deadline. Keep in mind
that over 500,000 pieces of work were submitted along with teacher comments and predicted grades.
This dedication worldwide during the COVID-19 pandemic is indicative of the IB network of schools.

The method that is used by the IB to assess the coursework involves over 13,000 trained external
examiners. The educational statistical specialists have checked the method against five year sets of
data to provide reliable and valid grades for our students. For those who like these things,

the results are both valid and reliable. | watched two videos links which gave “further details” for these
unprecedented circumstances because | love statistics and | care about our DP students and their
work. | listened to Paula Wilcock who is the Chief Assessment Officer and | am convinced with the
methodology.

The International Baccalaureate intends to release the results as planned on July 5th, 2020 (students
will receive results on July 6th). This herculean task, despite the COVID-19 constraints, demonstrates

collaborations and support to our students in extraordinary times.

When all is said and done for our DP students, my research yielded the following quote:

"Equally importantly, we are grateful that the students have been I\gzgr?
well prepared by you for two years and the experience they have Meetin
gained in the IB programmes will last them a lifetime." , 5
. . . (Online)
Siva Kumari, IB Director General
5pm

Stay safe and well.

Best,

oA

Dr. Susan R. Groesbeck
Head of School AN |IB WORLD SCHOOL



https://ism.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ewYaW3qqJqQj5d3?School_Name=American+British+Academy&CID=22962507
https://ism.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ewYaW3qqJqQj5d3?School_Name=American+British+Academy&CID=22962507
https://ism.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ewYaW3qqJqQj5d3?School_Name=American+British+Academy&CID=22962507
https://ism.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ewYaW3qqJqQj5d3?School_Name=American+British+Academy&CID=22962507

VIRTUAL LEARNING SPACES IN K1A

_The K1A Dancing and Singing Room  #2.
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In their last WebEx meeting, the
children in 2L had loads of fun
playing the Guess Who game
with their friends and teacher.
They could guess their friends'
names even before seeing their
faces. Loud screams and laughs
filled the chat room!

TRANSITIONS & CHANGE

Please join the ABA Counselors for a Parent Information Webex.

Who: Parents K1-Grade 11
When: Wednesday 20th May 10:00-
1:00AM

Format: All: Presentation Break out rooms:

ECE/Elem, Middle and High School to
continue the discussion.

Please let us know if you will attend and share questions . L
Please note w
e Grade Level Transition Plans will be shared at a later date

e Grade 12 Transition materials will be shared separately.

Information Includes:

Our Virtual Learning Classrooms

found a way to make the learning more
accessible to the students and are a great
addition to the choice boards on Seesaw.
These pages provide a space for students
to revisit some of the read alouds, sing and
dance to their favorite songs from class,
practice new skills, and reflect on the
progression of the UOI. Current plans
include creating a Bitmoji for each student
to make these spaces even more personal.

(click here!)

CHANGES

TCK - Third Culture Kids
Stages of Transition
Leavers & Stayers

Unsure if staying or leaving
Preparation: Building your RAFT 4
Questions



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18_2V0XXpEdxRXT8BE9RegEjnFPnhKCZ_
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScf14FEs8xoCxEHRCds5Qi4IA5GATtHv1eQCB19jgqj2bnq2g/viewform
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NEWS FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

“Well-managed transition can add significant value to a life and a learning journey.”
(Hattie, 2016)

At ABA, we understand the profound effect mobility and transition have on our students
and families, and we are supporting you, and your Middle School child, to negotiate the
changes that occur at this time of the year. The end of this semester will be like no other
and MS Advisors are creating a safe space where students can debate and listen to other
opinions, as they navigate the significant changes that will occur in their academic and
social settings here in Oman and beyond. Through group work and discussions, the
importance of self-awareness in dealing with change was highlighted, and strategies to
cope with being a Successful Stayer or Leaver were outlined.

Students leaving ABA will meet in small
group settings in the coming weeks with
Ms. Anthony to ensure they are prepared
to say a ‘good’ bye, enabling them to say
a confident ‘hello’.

MYP 1 and 2 students returning for the
next academic year are encouraged to
complete their shared google form by
Sunday 17th May, identifying students
they work well with in school.

We are excited to announce extracurricular activities
and clubs are available at various times each week for
the remainder of the school year.

Students are welcome to join as many as they like and
choices include The Tribe: Dance Challenge: Random
Acts of Kindness: Learn Mandarin: Chef’s Club and Cell

Phone Photography: and many more.

Students have received information on these
productive activities.

Please contact a member of the Middle School team for additoinal details.
Ms. Bowin - kbowin@abaoman.org

Mr. Barker - mbarker@abaoman.org

Ms. Anthony - canthony@abaoman.org




MIDDLE SCHOOL COME DINE WITH ME!

During this time of staying inside and learning online,
the Design team thought it might be fun to apply skills
learned in the Design course for some offline
activities. Students in MYP 1 - 3 (Grades 6 - 8) were
challenged to design and make food for their families.
They went to work applying the design cycle to their
inquiring, ideating, planning and making.

They began by utilizing critical thinking skills after
learning about nutrition and dietary requirements and
were then able to revise their understanding of what a
healthy meal or dish includes. After completing this
step, the students made use of creative thinking skills
to come up with ideas for their final projects. By using
a variety of different mind maps they generated ideas
for meal themes, recipes and ways in which to present
their final products.

MYP 1 (Grade 6) students created healthy snacks that
everyone in their family could enjoy. MYP 2 (Grade 7)
created a main dish for their family and MYP 3 (Grade
8) created at least two dishes as part of a family meal.
Students met family dietary needs, created menus to
go along with the food and some even used their
creations to help make their families’s Iftar dinners.

Many IB schools have kitchens as part of their Design
labs. Food units at these schools are part of the
curriculum. MS Online Learning! has provided ABA
middle school students with the opportunity to
extend their design thinking to areas that are
unattainable at school with the added benefit of
contributing to the well-being of their families.
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Come Dine
With
&7 Liam & Zoey
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nd6SkeZGQ9dL9lzr2BHlqCHd1GNRzpB9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tCD310D4RV1lEV3whYJdlimNRisbEQLT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQ4GgZySw6QPIAcELlOPnfxDg8twe3Km/view?usp=sharing
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tjmccue/2020/12/29/new-ways-to-think-about-what-you-could-do-creativity-in-2020/#4c19733467de
https://sites.google.com/abaoman.org/ms-onlinelearning/home
https://mitsloan.mit.edu/ideas-made-to-matter/design-thinking-explained

GRADE 10 SCIENCE MIND MAPS

As a final project in Grade 10 Chemistry, students researched an innovation that has been
developed to help society with the current Covid-19 pandemic. Students then made a Mind
Map with their findings and evaluated the innovative product on its ability to have a
significant impact on the situation. Students felt inspired by all of the science being put to
good use right now. Ms Cole hopes these examples will also make you feel inspired!

Click on each picture to access each mind map.
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https://infograph.venngage.com/ps/JlSOlsUnQ0/covid19-innovation
https://infograph.venngage.com/ps/R687TGn1glY/energy-mind-map_new
https://infograph.venngage.com/ps/tFI9T94PJC0/happy-shield-mind-map-irina
https://infograph.venngage.com/ps/uI7zMZcCVk/chemistry-mind-map
https://infograph.venngage.com/ps/rT2omgvWtK0/team-communication-strategies-mind-map
https://infograph.venngage.com/ps/L1JSK7GLZa4/chemistry-xenex-mind-map-draft

VIPERS SWIM TEAM

ABA Vipers swimming coaches believe that the
lockdown offers an opportunity to put a
premium on developing strength and
conditioning despite not getting into a pool!

Having you all; Swimmers and Parents, believe
in the ABA Vipers vision and mission means we
are getting a lot of essential work done with or
without equipment. With stretch cords, and
weights V1 are working on developing strength
endurance and power. All squads are working
with body weight to improve posture and body
position along with squats to further develop
effective starts and turns..

The pre-recorded videos and your daily online
live interaction with us is highly appreciated. Our
swimmers are improving dramatically, and that
shows through their weekly challenge
performances and logbook completion.

VT’s Online daily workouts are so exhausting yet
so much fun, they’re full of interaction and
motivation. Swimmers believe that seeing each
other on the screen can be more interesting
than staring at the tiles for 2 hours in the pool.

Working with a team like this is a great pleasure.
We love your work, keep it up Vipers!!

Don't forget this week’s challenge.. send us a
Video or a photo of something that reminds you
of ABA Vipers Swim Team.
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PTA

Dear ABA Community,

From all of us to all of you, we send our thoughts and prayers
and hope you are well and COVID19 free or better yet,
immune.

Volunteer for PTA 2020-21!

There are several positions to select from - just get in
touch with the member holding the position currently to
know more about the role.

Chair - PTAChair@abaoman.com
Vice Chair - PTAVice@abaoman.org
Secretary - PTASec@abaoman.org
Treasurer - PTATreasurer@abaoman.org
Logistics - PTALog@abaoman.org
Communications Liasion - PTACom@abaoman.org

EC & Elementary Parent rep - PTAErep@abaoman.org
Middle School Parent rep - PTAMrep@abaoman.org
Secondary School Parent rep - PTASrep@abaoman.org
New Parent rep - PTANew@abaoman.org

Useful links:

Stay home, stay safe!

Your PTA
'‘Building our Community Together.'

Ramadan Goodwill Drive
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Donations cans still be made directly to Dar Al Atta using the listed payment options.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qp0pMisqOOTy7B8yqrFIlhOD8mIGirQRNzREGMtS5J4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qp0pMisqOOTy7B8yqrFIlhOD8mIGirQRNzREGMtS5J4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LXUeFNCOtQwZ3XH4hMTvnQsGvt2wbTeQD4GEQZdUozM/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LXUeFNCOtQwZ3XH4hMTvnQsGvt2wbTeQD4GEQZdUozM/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18LmCSNJOooBxDrBs7QG93o-6v5aCQ-p-uBnaZIroYB8/edit?usp=sharing

