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I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth the protocol and procedure for the investigation of the use of deadly
physical force by a peace officer pursuant to General Statutes 51- 277a.

II. PROCEDURE

A. Th followin protoco ha bee adopte b th Stat o Connecticu Divisio o Crimina Justice I
applie
s

wheneve
r

a peac
e

office
r

i
n
th
e

performanc
e

o
f
his/he
r

duties
,

use
s

deadl
y

physica
l

forc
e

upo
nanothe perso an suc perso die a a result Suc protoco als shoul b utilize wher deat i

likely, but has not occurred immediately:

1. Th la enforcemen agenc havin primar jurisdictio o th geographic are wher th us o
force occurred shall have immediate responsibility over controlling and securing the scene.

2. Th
e

scen
e

shal
l

b
e

preserve
d

withou
t

th
e

remova
l

o
r

relocatin
g

o
f

evidenti
al

materia
l

includin
gmoto vehicles unles suc woul detrac fro th evidenti valu o th material Medica need

of the victim, if alive, shall be accommodated.

3. Th appropriat State’s Attorne Offic (Hartfor Judicia District shal b immediatel notifie an
a member of such office shall promptly respond to the scene and/or police department.

4. Search and seizures issues shall be immediately addressed by involved agencies.

5. The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner shall be notified when death has occurred.

6. Othe
r

polic
e

agencie
s

havin
g

a direc
t

interes
t

i
n
th
e

la
w

enforcemen
t

officer
s

involve
d

i
n
th
e

us
e

o
fforce shall be notified.

7. Th departmen havin jurisdictio o th geographic are shal contemporaneou t securin th
scene freez th scen an tak name o potenti witnesses not vehicl registratio number
wher
e

appropriat
e

an
d

conduc
t

interview
s

an
d

perfor
m

othe
r

appropriat
e

investigatio
n

activitie
s

t
oth exten tha th passag o tim woul inhibi thi function Suc investigativ activitie shal b

unde th directio o th State’s Attorney’s Office Also th officer weapo use i th shooting
ammunitio
n

an
d

clothin
g

shal
l

b
e

secure
d

withou
t

alterin
g

th
e

conditio
n

o
f
suc
h

weapon
,

unles
ssuch is required for the safety of the seizing officer.

8. Th State’s Attorne o hi designe shall afte discussin th situatio wit th involve agenc
o agencies determin whic agenc o agencie shal b responsibl fo processin th scene
analyzing evidence and if necessary, reconstructing the event and scene.
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9. A rankin
g

office
r

shal
l

notif
y

th
e

nex
t

o
f

ki
n

o
f

th
e

deat
h

an
d

th
e

availabilit
y

o
r

resource
s

an
dservices for a decedent’s family.

10. Th involve officer shoul b interviewe separately Th State’s Attorney’s representativ shal
b i charg o th intervie process Th polic departmen Pee Suppor Uni shoul b notifie
per departmental procedures.

11. Th
e

offic
e

o
f

th
e

Chie
f

State’s Attorne
y

shal
l

b
e

notifie
d

o
f

th
e

deat
h

a
s

soo
n

a
s

reasonabl
ypossible (Pursuan t Publi Ac No 15- th Chie State’s Attorne wil appoin a prosecuto fro

a Judicia Distric othe tha th on wher th inciden occurre t conduc th investigatio int
the use of force incident).

12. Th
e

State’s Attorney’s Offic
e

shall
,

pursuan
t

t
o

statute
,

direc
t

th
e

investigatio
n

an
d

reques
tappropriat la enforcemen agencie t provid suc assistanc a necessar t determin th

circumstances of the incident.

13. I case wher concurren investigation ar don b mor tha on la enforcemen agency
investigative activities shall be coordinated under the direction of the State’s Attorney.

14. New
s

release
s

b
y

th
e

agenc
y

havin
g

primar
y

investigativ
e

jurisdictio
n

shal
l

b
e

authorize
d

b
y

th
eState’s Attorney.

15 Th Chie o Polic wil assur tha th agenc collects maintain an report t appropriat
Federal
agencies data on all officer-involved shootings, whether fatal or non-fatal, as well as any in-custody
deaths.

B. Th State’s Attorne i require pursuan t Genera Statute 51- t fil a repor wit th Chie
State’s Attorne wh shal submi a cop t th hea o th polic agenc an th chie executiv
office
r

o
f
th
e

locatio
n

wherei
n

th
e

deat
h

occurred
,

an
d

thereafte
r

t
o
th
e

Polic
e

Office
r

Standard
s

an
dTraining Council. Every effort shall be made to prepare and submit the report as quickly as possible.

C. I i recognize tha a polic agenc ma wis t conduc a interna non- investigatio wit
respec t circumstance surroundin th us o deadl physica force Ever effor shal b mad b
th
e

State’s Attorne
y

t
o

accommodat
e

th
e

need
s

o
f

th
e

involve
d

department
;

however
,

th
e

primar
yobjective is the statutory duty of the State’s Attorney pursuant to General Statutes 51- 277a.

Publi Ac No 20- 600 ha establishe tha th primar crimina investigatio wil b conducte b th
State of Connecticut, Division of Criminal Justice, Office of the Inspector General.


