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is
CAPA stands for CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS. It is a faculty
within the Langley Academy made up of what are considered the
“creative subjects”. These include Art & Design, Drama, Media,
Music and Photography.
The allocation of these subjects are as follows:
KS3 (Year 7 & 8)
1 lesson a week of Art, Drama and Music
KS4 (Year 9,10 & 11 - GCSE)
5 lessons a fortnight of Art, Drama, Media and/or Music (if subject is
chosen at GCSE)
KS5 (Year 11 & 12 – A Level)
10 lessons a fortnight of Art, Drama, Media, Music and/or
Photography (if subject is chosen at A Level)

Why so

?

The creative industries are now the fastest growing economic sector
in the UK, responsible for 5.6% of jobs, and worth £76.9bn to the UK
economy.
In fact the Russell Group (24 Universities rated amongst the best in
the country) have recently withdrawn its list of ‘Preferred’ A-levels in
recognition of the importance of arts subjects.

to study
Art and Design, Music and Drama specialists at UK exam board OCR have
selected the five main reasons to study creative subjects:
1. The arts make self starters and develop emotional intelligence
All require the student to set their own agenda from within themselves, rather than
follow set topics as in other subjects. They have to make independent decisions all the
way, and be self-critical. They also need to be brave in exposing their creations, and
accept criticism. Working in teams makes students into good communicators.
2. The arts are stretching
Music, art and drama require long hours of hard work and dedication. Students have to
pay great attention to detail, to perfect and redo. Putting on a play, exhibition or concert
takes strong organisational skills.
3. Arts students are highly sought-after by employers
Many employers now actively seek those who have studied the arts. Steve Jobs, founder
of Apple, was fond of saying his success was due to his hiring artists and musicians
fascinated by technology rather than computer geeks. Top talent management agency,
The Curve Group specialising in financial and business services, concurs: “Employees
with an arts degree have developed more quickly in their roles from the start. They have
discipline, confidence and can accept criticism.”
4. Arts ‘reach the parts other subjects can’t reach’
The arts develop the broader dimensions of the human being – mind, body and soul.
The arts can express the inexpressible and make sense of things that otherwise do not
seem to. This can be very fulfilling and helps us function as human beings – which can
only be good for society as a whole.

5. Arts ‘reach the students other subjects can’t reach’
Teachers find arts subjects particularly beneficial for two groups: those who struggle
with traditional subjects and those who are high achieving. Less academic students can
become defeatist if they feel they can’t achieve: drama, music or art can be the place
they blossom. With studious students, the arts can bring them out of themselves and be
a release.
https://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/insights/celebrating-the-arts-five-reasons-tostudy-creative-subjects/

KS3
Art is taken by all KS3 students and helps build both knowledge and skills not
only crucial to taking Art at GCSE, but would benefit a number of subjects.
Year 7 takes them through the formal elements of art, the basics which
makes up all artwork, spending a half term on each one. Within these they
explore how to analyse and evaluate artists work, share opinions and develop
their own style.
Year 8 takes their knowledge from Year 7 and interprets it with the theme
Identity. This creates the opportunity to explore themselves, different
cultures and a number of artists to develop a sustained project that bridges
the gap between KS3 and KS4.

KS4 - GCSE
Art is an optional subject at GCSE that allows
students to explore their creative nature in a
number of visual self initiated projects.
Year 9 acts as a foundation year to further
bridge the gap between KS3/4. The theme for
the year is still life and students start off being
teacher led, experimenting with different
materials, compositions and furthering more in
depth writing and analysis. Towards the end of
year students become more independent,
taking their projects in their own directions,
putting into practise what they have learnt.
Year 10 is a yearlong independent project that
students take control over from the beginning.
With teacher support as needed, the aim is for
students to understand the expectations of a
project whilst furthering their written and
visual communication.

Year 11 is broken into Mock exam (Sept-Dec) and Exam (Jan-May). All
coursework projects are worth 60% of their final grade and their exam is
40%. The exam project starts with a trip to the Tate Modern for inspiration
and their year culminates in a 10 hour art exam to produce their final piece
from their exam unit.

KS5 - A Level
At A level independence is key. Year 12 is a foundation
to bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level, looking
at 3 short projects from which they choose one to
develop further.
Year 13 sees the students complete their coursework
unit until the end of January, with the exam unit
starting at the beginning of February. Similarly to
GCSE the weightings are also 60% coursework and
40% exam.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities
• Art enrichment
• Gallery Trips

Careers
Artist, designer, advertising, stage
design, animator, film, illustrator, art
therapist, teacher, concept artist,
graphic designer, architect, games
designer, 3D modeller, texture
artist, curator.

Transferable Skills
Analysis and evaluation of other
work, critical reasoning, creative
thinking, sharing of opinions, time
management.

KS3
Drama is compulsory for all Year 7 and 8 students. We have a
comprehensively designed curriculum where all students learn to
create, perform and evaluate theatre which not only gives them
important transferable skills but also prepares them for further study
at GCSE and A Level. They explore a number of different forms
within theatre throughout Key Stage 3 and all lessons are practical
based.

KS4 - GCSE
Students can opt to take GCSE Drama in Year 9 and we follow the
AQA Drama GCSE Specification. Year 9 acts as a foundation year for
our students where they learn skills in performing, creating,
evaluating and analysing. Alongside the engaging practical element
of the GCSE students will also gain a vast skill set in writing about
theatre they have seen. Students also get the opportunity to explore
the fantastic technical elements involved in theatre like set design,
lighting design and costume design. We study the play Blood
Brothers over the three years where in Year 11 students will be
examined in a written exam. To complete the GCSE students also
take part in two practical performance exams.

KS5 - A Level
A Level Drama and Theatre at the academy follows the AQA
Specification, to which the GCSE is a great stepping stone. At A Level
the students are fully immersed into the world of theatre. They visit
numerous theatres to watch live captivating performances from
professional theatre companies. Similarly to the GCSE they have two
performance exams, one internally assessed and one assessed by an
external examiner. Alongside this they get the opportunity to study
two set texts which they explore both practically and with a written
element.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities
• Whole school play and Musical
• Drama Enrichment
• Theatre trips

Careers
Actor, Director, Costume Designer,
Lighting Designer, Set Designer,
Theatre/Stage Manager, Drama
Therapist, Music Therapist,
Community Arts worker, Teacher, Arts
Administrator

Transferable Skills
Confidence, communication,
commitment, industry knowledge and
background, resilience, critical
reasoning, analytical skills,
perseverance, leadership, teamwork,
emotional intelligent, passion, logical
skills, decision making, time
management, interpersonal skills

KS3
Music is a compulsory subject for all students in Years 7 and 8. The
curriculum is designed in order to immerse the students in the three musical
skills – performing, listening & appraising, and composition. Students
experience music-making in popular, classical and world music styles (such as
Indonesian Gamelan, Samba and Reggae), as well as new styles in Film
Music.

KS4 - GCSE
Do you like movies? Do you like music? TV? Media studies is the
subject where we analyse these things and more. While not
available at KS3, if selected for GCSE in year 9 you will be introduced
to some of the key concepts and types of texts, as well as learning
how to use media technology, including Photoshop and film
equipment. We also study journalism and the history of various
media platforms, such as the growth of social media or the history
of advertising and marketing. In year 10 and 11 we go in depth into
how to analyse the various types of texts. You’ll be able to comment
on the next big movie like a professional film critic. You will
understand the financing and distribution of the latest music video.
You’ll have the resources to form strong opinions on a wide range of
arts, making you a suave person to know!
Much like other artistic subjects, a large part of the grade is given for
practical coursework. You will have the choice between producing a
short radio programme, an intro to a TV show, a website or a
magazine. This is a subject that combines academic analysis and
artistic expression. This is a subject where your opinion and personal
viewpoint is as important as the many theorists and theories you
will study.

KS5 - A Level
Much like with the GCSE, we study a wide range of media platforms,
working with both your creativity and your knowledge. However, A
Level Media goes into far greater detail with a much heavier
emphasis on the theorists and philosophers that inform the general
debate around all art forms. The theorists we will study are some of
the most important thinkers of the last two centuries, with as much
to say about life, happiness and fulfilment as they do about Media.

Where MEDIA leads

VOGUE mock up cover
created by an A Level
student.

You will gain the expertise and technical
knowledge to work in any media
related subject. These skills apply to a
HUGE number of degrees and
qualifications, but also open the doors
to the world of self-made creatives who
are at the cutting-edge of our culture.

KS3
Music is a compulsory subject for all students in Years 7 and 8. The
curriculum is designed in order to immerse the students in the three musical
skills – performing, listening & appraising and composition. Students
experience music-making in popular, classical and world music styles (such as
Indonesian Gamelan, Samba and Reggae), as well as new styles in Film
Music.

KS4 - GCSE
Music is an option at Key Stage 4 and follows
the WJEC/Eduqas specification. Year 9 acts as a
transition year, where students build their
knowledge of the musical elements through
performing, composing and listening. Students
study the classical period through its musical
forms and devices, music for ensembles, Film
Music and Pop Music. Students also have
access to the recording studio for recording
their performances, as well as our iMac suite
for composition using Logic Pro X and Sibelius 8
packages. Students are encouraged to share
their music through performances in whole
school and year group assemblies, as well as
events such as Langley’s Got Talent. The
department also collaborates with Museum
Learning to run our annual trip to Liverpool to
visit the Beatles Story and the British Music
Experience.

KS5 - A Level
Students follow the WJEC/Eduqas specification, which is a fantastic stepping
stone for further study at university and conservatoires. Students study Pop
Music from 1960 to 2000, as well as twentieth century classical music ‘isms’
and the development of the Symphony. Additionally, students perform on
their chosen first study instrument and compose two compositions.
In addition to the timetabled curriculum, students have the opportunity to
learn a musical instrument. Individual lessons are delivered by Slough Music
Service, and students can study any acoustic instrument eg. Guitar, Voice,
Drum Kit, Piano/Keyboard, Violin etc. In addition to this, Rocksteady will be
coaching students in bands from this academic year, and any student can
apply, even if they’ve never picked up an instrument before.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities
•
•
•
•

Whole School Musical
Choir
Samba Band
Peripatetic Musical
Instrument lessons provided
by Slough Music Service
(additional cost)
• Rocksteady Band Coaching
(additional cost)

Transferable Skills
Mathematics, acoustics,
listening, communication,
resilience, team work, critical
thought and reasoning,
emotional intelligence,
independence, decision
making, time management,
interpersonal skills, analytical
skills, linguistic skills

Careers
Musician, Session Artist,
Sound Design artist, Sound
Recording Engineer, Music
Production, Journalism,
Teaching, Arts Administration,
Music Therapist, Composer

KS5 - A Level
If you’re a creative person but using
artist materials doesn’t come naturally to
you, or if you are simply looking for a
creative subject to compliment you’re
other A Levels, Photography may be the
right choice for you.
Currently Photography is only offered at
A Level, but gives students the
opportunity to develop their creativity,
while providing raw skills required in the
creative industry. As demonstrated by
the VOGUE MOCK UP on the Media
page, it can perfectly compliment other
A Level options.
We live in a digital era where it is estimated
the average person is exposed to 5000 ads a
day. With many of these being in the form
of photographs it has never been more
important to be able to take a good picture.
A Level Photography uses the same marking
criteria as A Level Art, also using a 60/40%
coursework/Exam split. The first year is run
like a foundation consisting of a number of
short projects design to teach students the
core skills they need to achieve in their
second, assessed and final year.

