St Lawrence College is planning for a full opening on Friday 4th September, in line
with our published Term Dates. Whilst it is a fluid situation and things will no doubt
change over the course of the next few months, our primary aim is to ensure the
safety, health and wellbeing of our pupils and staff. To that end, our planning is based
on current guidelines and measures designed to enhance cleaning and hygiene
practices, educate our pupils on appropriate distancing and contact, and have clear
contingency measures in place should they be required.
We have followed guidance from the Government and other key advisory bodies in
determining our policies and we will continue to update them regularly. We welcome
any feedback from parents or agents and will work with them to allay any fears or
concerns that they may have. The Head of College and Head of the Junior School are
always happy to speak directly to any prospective or current parents, or other
stakeholders, to outline the School’s position.
The health and wellbeing of our pupils is at the forefront of our minds and so we are
working closely with the BSA (Boarding Schools Association) and have actively signed
up to their Covid-Safe Charter. Click HERE to view. [Also available in Chinese]
Additionally, we have also adopted the #Safeschools Initiative to ensure that our
pupils will be as safe as possible. Click HERE for details.

The plans outlined in this document are based on the current situation and guidance.
As this changes over time, we will update our information and adapt these plans to
ensure that we are delivering the safest possible experience for our pupils.















Our spacious campus and extensive grounds provide lots of fresh air and space for
our children to use. Being on the Kent Coast, the temperature here is higher than in
most parts of the UK and so we will be able to utilise the outdoors for some of our
learning. With London Heathrow being under 1 hour 40 minutes away and Gatwick
being under 1 hour 30 minutes, the travel time to the School can be completed in a
single trip, reducing the need for breaks and stoppages and the potential for any
contact with other people.

The UK Government previously issued guidance that all international arrivals to the UK
must quarantine for a 14-day period. However, this is under constant review and
indications are that this restriction may well not be in place in September.
Subsequently, we urge all international pupils to make travel arrangements, when
possible, in accordance with the scheduled Term Dates with new boarders arriving on
2 September and our existing boarders returning on 3 September. In the event that
any quarantine restriction remains at that time, it would be necessary for parents to
arrange for their child to stay with a UK resident family member or an appointed
guardian in the UK for the specified duration prior to arrival to the School.
Please visit https://aegisuk.net for details of accredited Guardianship agencies, if
required.

To ensure the safety of everyone within our boarding community, all pupils and their
parents will need to sign a health declaration and bring it with them on their return
to School (these will be sent out nearer the time). Additionally, all international
boarders will be tested for COVID-19 on arrival at the School (subject to the guidance
and situation at the time). Assuming this test is negative, pupils will be admitted to
the School. In the unlikely event that any pupil tests positive on arrival, they will not
be permitted to enter the School and must return to their parent/guardian until it is
safe for them to return to School. We hope that this will give confidence to all of our
parents and pupils about the safety of returning to the School.

If a pupil displays COVID-19 symptoms, the School will take immediate steps to
ensure that they, and the rest of the community, remain safe. They will be tested for
COVID-19 and isolated until the result is known. We will ensure that the pupil is cared
for and that work, meals and emotional support are freely available during that time.
In the unlikely event of a positive result, pupils will be treated by our on-site medical
team or taken to the nearby Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother hospital in Margate
for specialist care, if required. All parents will be informed if any member of our
School community tests positive for COVID-19.
If there is a second outbreak of the virus, it is intended that the School will remain
open and boarding will continue unless Government guidance suggests that we
should close.

Given the small class sizes and low pupil:teacher ratios in the School, we will be able
to effectively distance our pupils and reduce the amount of contact they have with
each other. We will also be planning for more outdoor education during the warmer
months at the start of term.

There will be no compulsory mask policy, but any pupil or member of staff who
wishes to do so will be permitted to wear a mask (except during strenuous activity).
Additionally, Government advice regarding other PPE (Personal Protective
Equipment) will be followed as appropriate.

There are hand sanitiser dispensers at all major entrances to the School and in many
of the key areas, such as outside the Dining Hall. In addition, pupils will be required
to wash their hands regularly and reminders will be given frequently by members of
staff as well as through signage throughout the buildings.

All pupils and staff will be required to check their temperatures before arriving at
school each day. Boarders will have their temperatures checked in the Houses before
the day starts. Anyone with a temperature of >37.5 should not attend School and if
this persists for more than 48 hours would be advised to seek medical attention. This
measure will enable us to proactively and regularly check the health of all members
in our community.

All meals will be provided in the School but the timetable may be adapted to ensure
a greater stagger of times and to enable more space to be left between each pupil.

Depending on the guidance at the time, we will tailor our renowned sports
programme to ensure that we are developing our pupils’ talents whilst still
maintaining their safety. It is likely that contact sports such as rugby will not be
played in the usual way, but skills based sessions and non-contact variations will be
used to maintain our pupils’ health and fitness and ensure that they are still
progressing towards elite levels. Sports and activities in which distancing is possible
will continue as normal.

If some pupils are unable to attend School due to Government or travel restrictions, or
if parents are concerned about their children’s return for personal medical reasons we
will ensure that they continue to progress academically and may provide a modified
online programme (to be reviewed and determined by level of need). Depending on
the situation at the time, a phased re-entry to the School may then be necessary for
these pupils.

Whilst much has been made of the physical health of the pupils, the College
fundamentally believes in the importance of a pupil’s mental health to their
wellbeing and success. Some pupils may struggle with difficulties associated with the
long time away from School, some with anxiety about the situation and others may
have been directly affected by a loss or bereavement in the family. Our dedicated
team of Housemasters and Housemistresses, alongside our Chaplain, tutors,
counsellors and medical staff are all here to support the children in whichever way is
most appropriate - they have a great deal of experience in dealing with crises and
complex pastoral issues.

One of the cornerstones of the St Lawrence College ethos is the teaching of
tolerance, diversity and internationalism. We have over 20 different nationalities in
the School and a central tenet of our educational philosophy is the concept of
respect. We expect and demand that all of our pupils respect all others within the
community and are, in turn, respected for who they are. Bullying of any kind,
especially bullying aimed at a pupil’s race or religion, will not be tolerated and will be
dealt with swiftly and at a senior level.

The Governors have already guaranteed that the School fees for the Michaelmas
Term 2020 will be frozen at the Michaelmas Term 2019 level. Thereafter, the fees
will be assessed on a termly basis to ensure the affordability of our parents is always
considered.
Pupils new to the School who have paid deposits will be given an option if there are
Government regulations or travel restrictions precluding them from attending
School. They will either be able to defer to another term or have their deposit
refunded. We hope that this will give new parents the confidence to sign up, without
being concerned that they may lose their money without accessing a St Lawrence
education.

