
©2016 St. Louis University High 
School Prep News. No material may 
be reprinted without the permission 
of the editors and moderator.

The weekly student newspaper 
of St. Louis University High 

School
4970 Oakland Ave. - St. Louis, 

MO 63110
 (314) 531-0330 ext. 2241 

online at sluh.org/prepnews 
prepnews@sluh.org

sluh.org/prepnewsSt. Louis University High School | Friday, September 9, 2016Volume LXXXI, Issue III

Features

Tino Covelli, ’17, Henry Her-
zberg, ’17, and English teacher 
John Kavanaugh talk about their 
ink. Page 5

Tattoos

Sports

Soccer took on Glendale, St. 
Xavier, and De Smet over the 
course of the past week. 
Page 6

Soccer goes 1-1-1
Features

Murphy Troy ’07, travels to Rio 
with Team USA’s volleyball team 
for the 2016 Summer Olympics. 
Page 5

Repping the Bills in Rio
News

Brother Matt Wooters, S.J., Fr. 
Paul Sheridan, S.J., Fr. Joe Hill, 
S.J., and Beth Chipley waltz into 
the halls of SLUH for the new 
year. Page 2

New Faculty Arrivals

News

The new Snow Cone, Badminton, 
Tech, and Young Conservatives 
Clubs draw the attention of stu-
dents all grades. Page 3

Sports

SLUH’s cross country team ran in 
the Granite City meet last 
Saturday. Page 6

XC takes third in opening meet

INDEX
2	 New Faculty
3	 9/11
	 Continued from page 1
4	 New Clubs
	 Continued from page 1
5	 Murphy Troy, ’07
	 Tattoos
6	 Football
	 Soccer
	 Cross Country
7	 Underclassmen Sports
8	 Around the Hallways
	 Continued from page 6
	 Calendar

Feature

September 11, 2001: 
15 years looking back

BY Joseph Reznikov
NEWS EDITOR

Seventy thousand, nine 
hundred twelve feet. Mi-

nus sixty-one degrees Celsius. 
Four one-hundredths atmo-
spheres. The Introduction 
to Environmental Science 
class, along with the Technol-
ogy Club, launched SLUH’s 
first-ever weather balloon last 
Tuesday, Aug. 29, from the up-
per field, and these are just a 
few of the conditions it had to 
withstand. 

After failing to launch 
the balloon in the first attempt 
because there was not enough 
helium to overcome the gravi-

tational force, the group then 
overcompensated and added 
too much, causing the string 
that was anchoring the bal-
loon to get ripped out of the 
students’ hands.

“We had to rethink the 
calculations, but that’s life,” 
said science teacher Bill An-
derson. “That’s what science is 
all about. You try it, you try it 
again, and you try it again.”

The balloon’s ascent into 
the stratosphere took a little 
over two hours; after popping 
under the pressure of the at-
mosphere, it then descended 
back to earth in about half 
an hour. For reference, an 

airplane usually flies around 
36,000 to 40,000 feet. Thus, at 
70,912 feet, SLUH’s weather 
balloon flew nearly twice as 
high as the average commer-
cial jet.

The balloon landed in a 
tree in O’Fallon, Ill. on a farm-
er’s land. Anderson, Director 
of Education Technology An-
drea Nunziante, and Director 
of Information Technology 
Jon Dickmann used the telem-
etry system on the balloon to 
track exactly where it landed 
and promptly picked it up. 
However, because the balloon 
landed in a tree, they were 
forced to come back the next 

day with the necessary materi-
als to remove it from the tree.

“We had no control over 
where it landed. It all has to do 
with the wind,” said Anderson. 
“All we could do was hope and 
pray. It could have landed on 
the interstate or in a river.” 

Inside the weather bal-
loon was a styrofoam contain-
er containing computers mea-
suring telemetry, a GPS, and a 
GoPro. However, the GoPro 
failed and thus all the pictures 
are from a computer.

“When we started the 
project, I was asked to find a 
way to be able to track the bal-

continued on page 4

Environmental Science class and Tech Club 
launch weather balloon to study atmosphere

ACTIVITIES FAIR: Students gathered in the Danis Field House at activity period on Thursday to visit booths showcasing the 
over 50 clubs available to join at SLUH. photo | Brendan Voigt

continued on page 3

New Learning Resource 
Center built in library
BY Peter and Thomas Curdt
REPORTERS

The newly renovated 
Learning Resource Cen-

ter is now fully functional for 
all the students.

Following the end of the 
’15-’16 year, a crew of work-
ers, coordinated by Director 
of Facilities Joe Rankin, tore 
out the old bookshelves, re-
designed lighting fixtures, 
and added new carpet and 
drywall to the area. They also 
added a new, office, where 
ASC volunteer Erica Nem-
echek is working full time. 

“It’s really the same space 

used last year, but (with) an 
added office in the corner,” 
said Rankin.

Bob Poirier, S.J., who 
played an active role in the 
Learning Center last year, 
thinks it will provide a qui-
eter environment with more 
privacy. 

“I think some of (the stu-
dents using the center) like 
the fact that they’re not in the 
middle of the whole library 
any longer,” said Poirier.

Nemechek also sees the 
advantage in the area. 

“From what I’ve heard 
continued on page 5

BY Andrew Pluff and 
Matthew Quinlan
NEWS EDITOR, REPORTER

The senior Christian Life 
Choices (CLC) classes 

took a break from the usual 
schedule on Tuesday, can-
celing scheduled classes and 
congregating in the theatre 
during activity period to lis-
ten to Assistant Principal for 
Mission Jim Linhares speak 
about Ignatian discernment 
and vocations. 

 “It was more a combina-
tion of reflection and a pre-
sentation,” said Linhares. 

The presentation was 

from a personal standpoint, 
incorporating anecdotes from 
Linhares’ life, and how that 
has affected his choice of vo-
cation, but the term vocation 
wasn’t meant as just deciding 
to be a priest or not. It was a 
much more inclusive term. 

“The Christian Life 
Choices class begins with vo-
cation in the general sense, 
meaning where am I going, 
and on top of that is the idea 
of discernment,” said Lin-
hares. 

“I thought he was clear 
that this was stuff we need to SLUH FALLS TO CHAMI: Read about SLUH’s 30-28 game 

against Chaminade last Friday on page 6. Pictured is senior 
Tony Adams catching a touchdown in the second quarter.

photo | Dominik Skroska

continued on page 3

Linhares speaks to 
senior theology classes

BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR

St. Louis U. High’s current 
senior class had hardly 

started preschool. The ju-
niors were just beginning to 
walk, and most sophomores 
and freshmen had yet to be 
born. And yet, every single 
student knows about that day, 
September 11, 2001. Millions 
glued to their televisions, 
confused and frightened, 
watched as two of the tallest 
buildings in the country were 
struck by hijacked passenger 
airliners and collapsed, en-
veloping New York City in a 
billow of smoke and rubble. It 
thrust the United States into a 
new era, an era of terrorism 
and Middle Eastern relations.

That Tuesday morn-
ing, clear-skied, was as nor-
mal as any other. Students 
and teachers came to school 
throughout the morning, 
with the biggest obstacle of 
their days being tests or class. 
What they didn’t expect to 
hear was news of the deadliest 
domestic attack in the United 
States since Pearl Harbor.

“We used to have a ra-
dio in the foreign language 
office and we would have the 
news on in the morning,” said 
Spanish teacher Charles Mer-
riott. “They were saying that 
a plane had crashed into the 
World Trade Center. … Of 
course everyone thinks some 
little thing, a small dysfunc-
tional plane.”

Merriott wasn’t alone; 

there was no sense of danger, 
no anxiety, no reason to pan-
ic—after all, the World Trade 
Center was two massive, 
strong steel buildings, struc-
tures a single plane would be 
no threat to. 

“It didn’t look terribly 
dangerous because it was a 
small plume of fire and this 
massive building,” said Assis-
tant Principal for Mission Jim 
Linhares.

Within minutes, every 
student and teacher who 
wasn’t in class was watching 
the news feed, gathered in 
classrooms that used to house 
box TVs in the corners. He-
licopters circled the burning 
North Tower. 

“I went into the language 
lab and turned on the TV, and 
saw one of the towers burn-
ing,” said Merriott. “Well, that 
didn’t look like some little air-
plane.” 

Less than 20 minutes af-
ter the first, hundreds of thou-
sands watched, mortified, as a 
second Boeing 767 flew into 
the South Tower. In a mere 
moment, the entire percep-
tion of the day had changed. 
This wasn’t an accident; the 
United States was under at-
tack. Within an hour, video of 
a third plane crashing into the 
Pentagon joined the images 
of the burning South Tower. 
Later, a fourth plane that was 
headed for the White House 
would crash down in a Penn-
sylvania field after passengers 

Clubs Around Campus
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BY Jack Winschel
REPORTER 

The administrative offices 
of St. Louis University 

High are mysterious places 
that are seldom visited by the 
students of SLUH. Hidden 
away above the art rooms and 
theology wing is a wide cor-
ridor filled with the offices of 
people that make SLUH work. 

We students are often 
quite distanced from this as-
pect of SLUH, and many of 
us may not even have known 
these offices existed, but if 
you make the trek up that in-
timidating staircase, you’ll be 
greeted by the faces of people 
that keep us able to study here. 

Whether it’s Kim Walsh 
making sure President Dave 
Laughlin is on task or coordi-
nating the President’s Ambas-
sadors, Melissa Jones making 
sure SLUH is on the right 
track forward, Joe Patke keep-
ing in touch and working with 
the thousands of alums, or 
any other of the great people 
that work for our benefit in 
keeping SLUH running, you’ll 
find a new facet of SLUH that 
most of us have yet to really 
discover or appreciate.

The newest face among 
these, however, is Beth Chi-
pley. Chipley is the new Cam-
paign Coordinator for SLUH. 
She works with a team headed 
by Jones that runs our capital 
campaigns to increase SLUH’s 
funds for expansion and fi-
nancial aid. Chipley was pre-

BY Riley McEnery and 
Matthew Dorsey
REPORTERS

Paul Sheridan, S.J., has re-
turned to the SLUH com-

munity. As president of Saint 
Louis U. High for nine years, 
Sheridan left in 2005 to be-
come president of another 
Jesuit school, Bellarmine Col-
lege Prep in San Jose, Calif. 

“He was very gracious 
and (president David Laugh-
lin) said ‘we would love to 
have you back,’ so I came 
back. I started in the begin-
ning of August and here I am,” 
said Sheridan.

Since the beginning of 
August, Sheridan has been 
working with Laughlin on 
several special projects. The 
work that Sheridan has been 
doing will shape the future of 
the school. 

“I’m working with Mr. 

BY Joseph Reznikov
NEWS EDITOR

Fresh out of serving a year 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

Fr. Joseph Hill has joined the 
St. Louis U. High community 
as an administrator and a the-
ology teacher.

Hill is teaching two ju-
nior theology sections this se-
mester as well as a section of 
senior World Religions next 
semester. He will also be serv-
ing as an administrator, help-
ing out with things such as 
teacher evaluations and stu-
dent activities.

“We have a five year cycle, 
where every five years we take 
a teacher evaluation for ten-
ure,” said Assistant Principal 
for Mission Jim Linhares. “He 
also sits in on all of the admin-
istration team meetings.”

Hill’s first interaction 
with the SLUH community 
came over the summer, when 
he presided over the Direction 
Day mass in June.

“I remember his hom-
ily being great and how many 
people commented to me af-
terwards that it seemed like he 
had been a part of this com-
munity for a long time,” said 
Campus Minister Meg Beugg. 
“At the dinner that followed, 
Fr. Hill was walking from ta-
ble to table, talking to people, 
and then he sat down with one 
specific family and just got to 
know them. I loved seeing 
that.”

BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

After working with mi-
grants in Mexico for the 

past seven months, Br. Matt 
Wooters, S.J. will be joining 
the St. Louis U. High staff, 
working in the counseling de-
partment and Campus Min-
istry. 

First introduced to the 
Jesuits at Georgetown Prep, 
a Jesuit high school in Wash-
ington D.C., Wooters never 
expected he would join the Je-
suits, let alone go on to attend 
a Jesuit university.

“I did not want to go to 
a Jesuit school. Well then I 
end up at a Jesuit university,” 
said Wooters, referring to 
John Carroll University. “And 
in college, I was on the crew 
team, so I worked for a year, 
more Campus Ministry, ser-
vice-type stuff.”

After college, Wooters 
went to Belize for two years as 
a volunteer in the Jesuit Vol-
unteer Corp, an international 
service program that “engag-
es passionate young people 
in vital service within poor 
communities, fostering the 
growth of leaders committed 
to faith in action,” according 
to their website. 

Laughlin on winning assets 
for the school and plotting 
the future of the school,” said 
Sheridan.

Above all, Sheridan looks 
forward to interacting with 
students and getting to know 
as many students personally 
as he can. Since he is working 
up on the third floor, Sheri-
dan has very little contact 
with students on a regular ba-
sis. He would like to get more 
involved with the students in 
any way possible.

“I would like to be work-
ing a little bit in pastoral as 
well with the young men,” 
said Sheridan.

Sheridan is living in Je-
suit Hall at Saint Louis Uni-
versity, and will be helping 
strategize for various charities 
throughout the area.

“I’m excited to be back,” 
said Sheridan.

viously a freelance writer for 
22 years out of her home.

“I was usually helping 
small business owners do 
things they didn’t feel they 
could do well themselves as 
far as writing and marketing 
and that kind of thing,” said 
Chipley.

 Chipley is the mother 
of three kids, two of whom, 
Evan ’12 and Spencer ’15, 
graduated from SLUH within 
recent years. With her sons in 
college, her daughter start-
ing high school, and a recent 
move, Chipley felt it was time 
to head her career in another 
direction, and use the skills 
she had acquired over the 
years. After sending her two 
sons here and serving as a 
committee chair on Cashbah 
for seven years, she had a 
smooth transition here at the 
beginning of the school year 
after accepting the job.

“It was a wonderful tran-
sition, knowing people here,” 
said Chipley on her move to 
SLUH. “So it wasn’t too much 
of a shock going from me by 
myself in my home to kind of 
a nine to five job, so it’s per-
fect.”

Chipley wrote for a 
newspaper stationed in Jeffer-
son County early in her career 
as a writer. Since then she has 
been a freelance writer, and is 
excited to be working with a 
team again here at SLUH.

“I love being valuable to 
other people and being part of 

a team, I’ve never really had 
that,” said Chipley.

“I hired Chipley as the 
campaign coordinator and I 
really like her background for 
that position because she is an 
excellent writer and part of 
what she needs to do is com-
municate with some of our 
benefactors and committee 
members for the ‘Go Forth’ 
campaign,” said Jones when 
asked about the decision to 
hire Chipley as campaign 
coordinator. “So I wanted 
someone who has an excellent 
ability to communicate and 
write well. She brings about 
21 years of writing experience 
as a freelancer, so she’s had to 
learn lots of different messag-
es, voices if you will, and how, 
then, to promote and articu-
late that message on behalf 
of an organization. So she’s 
quite good at that and that’s a 
strength she brings to us.”
—Galen Bacharier contributed 
reporting.

	

Sheridan, S.J. returns 
to SLUH for fundraising

Hill will also be moderat-
ing the Cannonball club, a vo-
cation discernment club with 
the mission of helping mem-
bers discern what path God 
is calling them to and how to 
follow that path.

“I see him around Cam-
pus Ministry and we already 
had a meeting for Cannonball 
club to discuss what our plans 
are going to be for the year,” 
said senior club leader Jacob 
Price.

Hill was born in Phoenix, 
Ariz., but moved to England 
when he was only nine years 
old and spent the rest of his 
adolescent years there. Hill 
moved back to the United 
States to join the Jesuits when 
he was 22 years old.

During his formation, 
Hill studied philosophy for 
three years at Fordham Uni-
versity. Later, he taught theol-
ogy, worked in Campus Min-
istry, and coached rugby at a 
Jesuit high school in New Or-
leans for three years. He then 
served two years in Brazil and 
was ordained in June 2015.

For his first year as a 
priest, Hill worked in a par-
ish in San Juan, Puerto Rico 
and helped out at the parish 
elementary school.

“Puerto Rico is very 
different in many ways and 
I wasn’t working in a high 
school, so my work was very 
different,” said Hill. “I had a 
lot more sacramental commit-
ments down there—Masses, 

From Puerto Rico to SLUH: Fr. Joseph Hill, 
S.J. joins the St. Louis U. High community as 
administrator, theology teacher, club moderator

confessions, anointing of the 
sick. Here it’s prepping, grad-
ing, school work.”

Theology teacher Rob 
Garavaglia has been Hill’s 
mentor since he came to 
SLUH, assisting in Hill’s tran-
sition. Hill also credits the 
other theology teachers, the 
department chairs, and the 
administrative side for help-
ing Hill become better accli-
mated to SLUH.

“The transition has been 
pretty smooth, but I’m still 
trying to learn a lot,” said Hill. 
“I’m still trying to figure out 
where I fit in and what I can 
achieve.”

In terms of a sort of self-
examination, Hill asks himself 
the question of, “What value 
am I adding to this institution, 
and where can I add the most 
value? Where can I be the big-
gest benefit?”

“We’re very excited to 
have Fr. Hill joining the SLUH 
community in general, but 
specifically in terms of his 
sacramental availability,” said 
Beugg. “He’s happy and will-
ing to help wherever we need 
him.”

“He seems to be very 
intelligent and knowledge-
able, so I’m excited to have 
someone who has that take 
on the faith to be joining us,” 
said Price. “Especially so he 
can bring those talents to cel-
ebrations of the Mass and just 
Campus Ministry in general.”

While there, Wooters 
started feeling the call to a Je-
suit vocation.

“People feel called to 
the Jesuits for different rea-
sons initially. And for me it 
was definitely working with 
the poor that brought me to 
the Jesuits. It gave me a great 
sense of fulfillment and I liked 
who I was when I was with 
them, so I wanted more of 
that,” Wooters said.

From Belize, Wooters 
lived with Jesuits at the Uni-
versity of Detroit Jesuit High 
School, and decided to enter 
the novitiate in 2012 after 
spending a year there.

As a Jesuit novice, Woot-
ers decided to then become a 
Brother, rather than a priest, 
because he wanted to work di-
rectly with people and reflect 
God’s love as a brother. He re-
ceived his first vows in 2014.

“So I have an image that 
a priest is kind of in front of 
us, leading us to right where 
we should be going, and a 
brother kind of walks beside 
you, and walks with you. And 
I like that image a lot,” said 
Wooters. “And the other thing 
is, I relate to the image of Jesus 
our brother. The Jesus who re-
lates to us and laughs with us 

and plays with us as a brother, 
and I want to reflect that par-
ticular image of God’s love.”

After asking permission 
from his Jesuit provincial, 
Wooters went to Mexico, 
working along the migrant 
corridor in Guadalajara, Mex-
ico. Handing out food and 
supplies to migrant workers 
fleeing poverty and violence, 
Wooters met with thousands 
of people every day as they 
hopped on and off the train 
tracks heading North. 

In July, Wooters arrived 
back in St. Louis and will be 
obtaining his Master’s degree 
in social work this year at St. 
Louis University, while also 
working at SLUH every day 
except Wednesdays. Woot-
ers will also be helping with 
freshman service, and work-
ing in the counseling depart-
ment. 

“It’s nice to have a young 
Jesuit presence here at SLUH. 
He’s completely extroverted 
so he kind of just be-bops 
around the building and talks 
to people, which is so nice,” 
said Campus Minister Sim-
one Anzalone. “And to have 
him here, to be able to talk to 
and create conversation with 
students is really great.”

After spending time in Mexico 
with migrants, Br. Wooters, S.J., 
joins Campus Ministry

artwork | Joe Fentress

artwork | Lancer Li

artwork | Lancer Li

Chipley joins advancement team
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attempted to retake the plane 
from the hijackers.

“Things really started to 
go fast forward and crazy.” 
said Linhares. “You began see-
ing shots from the street, you 
began seeing increasing panic, 
you heard about the plane 
hitting the Pentagon, you 
heard about Pennsylvania; 
were there going to be more 
planes?”

The calm became calam-
ity, and SLUH’s air was domi-
nated by panic and anxiety as 
the country experienced the 
most significant pain since 
World War II. How many oth-
er planes had been hijacked? 
Where else were they target-
ing? Was St. Louis safe?

“We didn’t really think 
we were (in danger), but St. 
Louis is a key city for a num-
ber of companies and indus-
tries, so if we were in one of 
those key places, we could’ve 
been,” said Merriott. “Right 
here at SLUH, probably not, 
but downtown? Yeah.”

The school had fallen si-
lent except for the updates and 
panning images of the towers 
and the occasional teacher 
still trying to muster strength 
to teach. Few were.

“I can’t imagine getting 
much taught that day, given 
the gravity of the incident, and 
all of the uncertainty around 
it,” said Ralph Houlihan, S.J., 
a theology teacher at the time.

It was a tragedy that the 
country was unable to look 
away from. Students and fac-
ulty alike stayed transfixed on 
the TVs all day, still unable to 
completely process what they 
were watching. 

“Everything stopped,” 
said Linhares. “People in class 
were trying to hang in there, 

but if you weren’t in class, ev-
erything was stopped. 

Even teachers in class 
stayed tuned, aware of the 
impact it would have on stu-
dents.

“I watched with my stu-
dents pretty much all day,” 
said Merriott. “I told them 
that it was important because 
it was certainly something 
that was going to affect their 
lives forever. We’re living 
through a moment of his-
tory that we never have to live 
through again, but I thought it 
was that important.”

If the Titanic was the un-
sinkable ship, then the World 
Trade Center would have been 
the indestructible towers. 
They were built to withstand 
massive impacts from natural 
and unnatural causes alike, 
until the thousands lining 
New York’s congested streets 
and the millions of others 
watching from their TVs saw 
the North Tower collapse.

“It was just horrifying, 
seeing it come down so fast,” 
said Merriott.

Linhares, who had expe-
rience with the World Trade 
Center in the past, was espe-
cially struck by its downfall.

“I had worked in the 
Twin Towers because I went 
to graduate school in New 
York and had made deliveries 
there as a kind of errand boy 
for a computer company,” he 
said. “So I knew the buildings, 
and seeing it like that it was 
scary to think about. It was 
super strange that they didn’t 
exist anymore, that the city 
had been so radically altered.”

To those hearing about 
the event through word of 
mouth or radio, the idea of 
any significant destruction 
was nothing short of absur-

dity. Seeing and hearing the 
tower fall in on itself was 
nothing short of petrifying.

“My wife was talking to 
me about what she was seeing 
on TV,” said principal Craig 
Hannick. “I remember teasing 
her at the time because she 
was saying ‘those buildings 
are going to fall down.’ I said 
to her, ‘there is no way those 
buildings are coming down.’ 
I couldn’t see what she could 
see.”

For many people, seeing 
one of the World Trade Cen-
ter’s towers, a highlight of the 
definitively American New 
York skyline, toppling down 
in an earthquake of debris, 
was the moment they realized 
this would never be forgotten, 
an earmark in human history.

“I happened to be stand-
ing in the office watching 
when the first tower col-
lapsed. It was one of those 
moments where you feel like 
there will be ‘before this event’ 
and ‘after this event.’ History 
has changed, the country has 
changed, the way we think 
about things has changed, this 
is one of those markers that 
redefines everything,” said 
Linhares.

The second tower’s col-
lapse, while shocking, was 
overshadowed by the first. 
Still trying to understand the 
gravity of the situation, people 
were speechless as the South 
Tower was reduced to smol-
dering rubble in less than a 
minute. 

“Watching the first tower 
fall was just horrifying, seeing 
it come down so fast. When 
the second tower went down, 
my first thought was ‘why are 
they doing an instant replay of 
the first tower?’ And then I re-
alized,” said Merriott.

The terror attacks were 
over, leaving an alien sense 
of vacancy where the towers 
used to be. The halls of SLUH 
stayed silent between classes. 
Rather than canceling classes 
and sending students home, 
the school chose to continue 
as scheduled, with a prayer 
service after school that filled 
the chapel to the brim.

“The chapel filled up re-
ally quickly for the prayer ser-
vice,” said history teacher Tom 
McCarthy. “There were people 
in the doorways that were 
spilling into the hallways. 
There were faculty, students, 
parents.”

“There had to be at least 
400 people there,” said Houli-
han. “It was special.”

Several prayer services of 
a similar vein were held over 
the next weeks, commemorat-
ing the victims killed in the 
Twin Towers and the lives of 
first responders, firefighters, 
and law enforcement officers 
who were lost rescuing civil-
ians.

“School went on, an-
nouncements were made, and 
prayers were said,” said Lin-
hares.

Although some students 
were picked up by parents 
or left for home directly af-
ter school, Linhares, a cross 
country coach at the time, 
distinctly remembers meeting 
with the team after the prayer 
service and classes had ended.

“I let them know that the 
best thing we could do was 
to continue with our endeav-
ors with integrity, with some 
sense of purpose and mis-
sion,” he said. “Those words 
felt kind of hollow, but that’s 
what I said.”

Throughout the day but 
especially after classes, as stu-
dents and teachers traversed 
the campus either attending 
activities or beginning to head 
home, they all noticed the 
deafening silence in the sky 
with all planes grounded.

“There’s normally a lot 
of air traffic around here with 
Cardinal Glennon helicopters 
and Lambert,” said history 
teacher Tom Wilson. “For a 
couple days, when there was 
something in the air, it was a 
low flying military helicopter 
or plane.”

While the uncertainty 
and confusion persisted, and 
the country seemed to stand 
still for days after, some no-
ticed a certain unity that the 
attacks brought about; a sense 
of togetherness as citizens 

from every corner of the na-
tion came together to mourn 
and strengthen each other. 
New York became the epicen-
ter of an American camarade-
rie.

“Sometimes we think 
of New York as being uppity, 
snooty and all that, but all of 
a sudden New York was ev-
erybody’s city,” said Merriott. 
“What are they doing to our 
New York? What are they do-
ing to us?”

For days and even weeks 
after, SLUH’s atmosphere 
among students and faculty 
alike was one of silent sorrow, 
a constant sobering reminder 
of the nearly 3,000 deaths as 
more details were released 
about the attackers. Wilson 
entered his room, M114, on 
the 12th to find another re-
minder.

 “I came in the room the 
following day and someone 
had put a flag up. This year I 
said ‘Ok, this is the 15th anni-
versary, it’s time to put a new 
one up.’”

But among the an-
ger, confusion, mourning, 
and thirst for revenge of the 
worst attack in American his-
tory, some saw inspiration, a 
chance to rebuild.

“There wasn’t just this 
sort of revenge-only kind 

of feeling,” said Linhares. 
“George Bush climbed the 
wreckage and said ‘we’re go-
ing to find the people who 
did this’, ‘they’re gonna hear 
from us’ … but next to that, 
there was this inspiration the 
first responders who had giv-
en their lives, the firefighters’ 
rescue of people, the people 
working against all odds to 
deal with the debris and re-
store New York to some sort 
of order. There was a great 
swelling of admiration for 
heroes, and a celebration of 
the American spirit that was 
in the air in that month after, 
which maybe you wouldn’t 
expect. It wasn’t just doom, 
gloom, hatred, revenge… 
Human beings need to meet 
these kinds of moments with 
the best that’s in them, and 
there was something about 
that that was special. In fact, if 
there’s something redemptive 
that came from this tragedy, it 
would be that. … I think over 
time, that event has loomed 
larger and larger and larger 
in some profoundly negative 
ways. That early optimism and 
creativity that I saw, I really re-
gret that it hasn’t blossomed as 
I might have hoped.” 

—Matthew Book contributed 
reporting.

(continued from page 1)

Terror, confusion, unity: 15 years after the United States’ deadliest attack

start looking at now, this vo-
cation stuff,” said senior Salva-
tore Vitellaro. 

Linhares spoke of his 
own spiritual journey through 
meeting Sister Emerita at 
Sacred Heart Church and 
School; she gave him A Prayer 
Book of Catholic Devotions— 
Praying the Seasons and Feast 
of the Church Year, which 
helped him meditate of the 
suffering of Jesus and the rel-
evance that held to his life.

Linhares also took the se-
niors through a Lifetime Exa-
men, calling on the students 
to think about moments in 
their lives that stood out. 

“I thought that his talk 
was honestly inspiring. I think 
it’s important to understand 
our roots, and where we come 
from to understand where 
we’re going,” senior Tim Mori-
tz said.

Another part of the pre-
sentation included movies 
and books, how every choice 
has an edge and there isn’t 
just one choice to rule them 
all. There are ups and downs 
to decisions and you have to 
think about the upsides and 
downsides of all. 

Throughout the pre-
sentation he drew St. Igna-
tius into each part, bringing in 
stories of Ignatius in the caves 

and his own experience of 
scruples and discernment, as 
well as The Spiritual Exercises. 

Linhares also mentioned 
a conversation with Ralph 
Houlihan S.J. where he asked 
him what was at the heart of 
Ignatian Spirituality, to which 
Houlihan answered, “inner 
freedom.”

“I liked how he incor-
porated St. Ignatius into the 
whole thing, I think it’s good 
to kind of go back to our roots 
as a Jesuit institution, and how 
the spirituality began,” said se-
nior Jacob Price.

Linhares also made the 
statement that the world con-
tinues to spin on, and no mat-

(continued from page 1)
Linhares presentation highlights vocation, St. Ignatius

ter what there will always be 
good and evil in this world. 
He drew a comparison to the 
horrible events that are cur-
rently happening in the Mid-
dle East, and those that are 
happening here at SLUH. This 
comparison was coupled with 
the question, “How can the 
world fail so fundamentally?” 
to which he explained that 
there was no simple answer.

The CLC changes began 
in January when the teachers 
got together to talk about the 
course and what could be im-
proved.

“The CLC teachers de-
cided it would be energizing 
and good to have a piece of 

new content in the class, that 
hadn’t been done before, and 
they came to me and asked me 
to give this presentation,” said 
Linhares. 

The choice to have Lin-
hares speak was one that the 
CLC teachers came upon eas-
ily. 

“Jim Linhares used to 
teach CLC full time, that was 
his gig, and we all know he is 
a great public speaker, so we 
asked Mr. Linhares,” said Na-
varro.

After choosing Linhares, 
the department had to de-
cide where in the curricu-
lum it should be put. Since it 
included the entirety of the 

senior class, it would have to 
happen on a day that all teach-
ers could agree upon, and they 
landed on the vocation unit. 

The idea to cancel nor-
mal classes and meet all at 
once in the theatre was drawn 
from the struggle of getting 
every senior together at once.

“We didn’t want to ask 
more than 45 minutes of Mr. 
Linhares, and are extremely 
grateful that we had that time, 
I felt like it went great, and the 
feedback I got from students 
was all wonderful,” said Na-
varro.

artwork | Greg Fister, ’11Greg Fister, ’11’s drawing of “Tribute of Light” from Prep News Volume 
76.

Clayton Petras, ’11’s drawing for Prep News 
Volume 75, Issue 29. artwork | Clayton Petras, ’11
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There are many clubs at 
St. Louis U. High, and 

another one will be added. 
The Young Conservatives, 
created by juniors Drew Kir-
choff and Trent Adelmann, is 
a club that wants to unite a 
group of similar conservative 
thinkers. The club’s plan is to 
get together once a week and 
discuss political ideas, watch 
political documentaries, and 
host debates. 

“I’m not sure if we’re go-
ing to do anything else, but 
that’s the general game plan,” 
said Adelmann. 

Conservative is in the 
name of the club, but any stu-
dents with liberal views are 
allowed to come and debate 
on topics going on in our 
world. 

“Personally, it’s just that 
I really like politics because 
I want to be able to have an 
opinion that’s rooted in truth 
and has evidence,” said Adel-
mann. “The biggest thing I 
want to show is conservatism 
is not a bad thing. It’s not rac-
ist, it’s not Islamophobic, and 
I would want people to listen 
to all that stuff and not just 
reject it.”  

Kirchoff and Adelmann 
have started this club because 

BY Joseph Hartung
REPORTER

The St. Louis U. High Tech 
Club was started last year, 

and remains a great way for stu-
dents who want to get involved 
in technology to get together 
and have fun. 

The Tech Club’s goal is to 
provide an open environment 
for people interested in tech-
nology with all levels of knowl-
edge to learn about and develop 
new skills related to computer 
science. Members get to learn 
some basic programing, which 
they later put into practice in 
the form of projects ranging 
from setting up simple electron-
ics to computer programs to a 
weather balloon (which the club 
helped launch last week).

“We’re starting to take on 
some bigger projects, and we 
really want to do some good at 
SLUH,” said senior co-president 
Kevin Gerstner. “You don’t need 
any prior knowledge. If you’re 
interested you should definitely 
go for it because you’re going to 
learn a lot and get exposed to a 
lot of the things related to com-
puter science.” 

In addition to these techni-
cal skills, Tech Club members 
are also taught, through their 
various projects, the value of 
patience and collaboration. Be-
cause creating computer pro-
grams is such a precise process, 
it takes a degree of attention to 
precision. In order for a project 
to run smoothly, each person 
has to be able to communicate 
effectively and work well to-
gether. 

“If it were just one guy do-
ing all the coding, it wouldn’t be 
any fun for him,” said senior co-
president Daniel Sitek. “When a 
bunch of guys get together and 
share their ideas, it becomes a 
lot more fun when you have that 
kind of teamwork going into the 
project.”

BY Liam Connolly
CORE STAFF

Several seniors recently 
formed Saint Louis U. 

High’s Badminton Club for 
students who are looking to 
play the sport on campus for 
both sport and pleasure. 

“I played badminton over 
the summer and I thought it 
would be great to get some 
guys together and form a 
club,” said senior club leader 

BY Niles Bernabe
REPORTER

The new Snow Cone Club 
was formed with the mis-

sion statement of spreading 
the love through snow cones. 

All proceeds from selling 
$1 snow cones have gone to 
the Jesuit charity organization 
Fe y Alegría, which helps fund 
the building of public schools 
in Central America. The club 
has donated specifically to Fe 
y Alegría’s Haiti fund. How-
ever, the Snow Cone Club’s 
good will did not end there, 
as they also handed out free 
snow cones at KEEN, a char-
ity for disabled kids. 

“We’re spreading the love 

they claim to be tired of the 
narratives they believe are 
portrayed in the media and 
are talked about too much.

With the election com-
ing up, this is a very heated 
political year. The Young 
Conservatives will talk about 
political issues, problems in 
America, and political phi-
losophy.

“I feel that there are a lot 
of liberal clubs at this school, 
for instance ACES, and there 
is a lot of social mentality, 
too,” said Adelmann.

Social Studies teacher 
Thomas Kickham, who con-
siders himself to lean a little 
more to the left, will be the 
moderator of the club. 

“I feel that our adult 
school community is more 
liberal, and it is good for 
the students to find similar 
voices if not in their student 
body. I don’t think conserva-
tive voices are being reflected 
from the adults back to the 
school community, so at least 
they can find each other,” 
said Kickham.  “I don’t have a 
goal for this because it wasn’t 
something that originated 
with me, but I’m just glad 
that this club is forming.”   

Anyone interested in 
joining the club can contact 
Adelmann via email.

literally to people when we’re 
handing out snow cones, but 
we’re also donating the mon-
ey so we’re spreading the love 
that way as well,” said senior 
and co-founder Blake John-
son. 

Johnson came into con-
tact with Fe y Alegría last 
year through the Ignatian 
Family Teach-in for Justice 
in Washington D.C., where 
Fe y Alegría had representa-
tives doing a breakout session 
about the charity.

“Last year we were think-
ing about a way for fundrais-
ing for this charity we had 
been in contact with, but we 
couldn’t find a concrete way 
of fundraising,” said Johnson. 
“Then Mike Rueckert and I 
came up with this Snow Cone 
Club idea and then we needed 
a charity to raise money for 
so I thought why not com-
bine the two, and it’s a great 
organization so it worked out 
perfectly.”

So far, the Snow Cone 
Club has had a lot of suc-

Snow Cone Club sells for charity

Nate Henty. 
The club, headed by se-

niors Henty, Joe Boyce, Na-
than Inserra, Chris Thornber-
ry, and Drew Wagner, started 
with only a few people, but 
grew to over one hundred 
members during the Activi-
ties Fair yesterday as students 
were offered candy as incen-
tive to join.

“Badminton is an ex-
tremely open game for ev-

eryone,” said Boyce. “We are 
looking for as many players as 
possible.”

The group is relatively 
laid-back because anyone is 
welcome to join and play on 
the upper field during activity 
period meetings throughout 
the week.

“What we lack in skill 
level, we make up in spirit,” 
said senior club member Car-
son Berry.

The students called upon 
math teacher Stephen Deves 
to be club moderator  because 
he plays racquetball. Deves 
says that he does, however, 
have a history with badmin-
ton. In grade school he won 
a doubles badminton tourna-
ment in P.E.

Although the club hasn’t 
scheduled any official meet-
ings within the next week, 
they plan on meeting regu-
larly to play throughout the 
school year.

Juniors begin Young 
Conservatives Club, 
plan to host debates

Badminton Club ready to hit it up

artwork | Joe Hillmeyer

cess, raising over $350 with 
successful events at SLUH’s 
Back To School Mixer, KEEN, 
and two Fridays after school. 
However, the club met some 
difficulties at BTSM after be-
ing shut down because the 
line to buy snow cones was 
too long.

“Some big upcoming 
events for us will be the ac-
tivities fair and the Running 
of the Bills,” said senior co-
founder Rueckert. “We hope 
it will be the great achieve-
ment, and a great night to sell 
snow cones.”

As long as the weather 
keeps up, Snow Cone Club 
plans on selling snow cones 
on Fridays after school and 
maintaining a presence at 
KEEN. However, with the 
coming winter weather, snow 
cone sales will inevitably 
have to go on hiatus until the 
spring arrives. 

“We are talking about 
maybe moving to hot choc-
olate for the winter,” said 
Rueckert.

artwork | Joe Hillmeyer

Tech Club
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loon and get data,” said tech 
club moderator Nunziante. “I 
proposed a couple of electron-
ic ways to do it using Arduino 
and Raspberry Pi.”

Nunziante approached 
seniors Kevin Gerstner and 
Daniel Sitek about potentially 
coding one of the comput-
ers—the Arduino—and they 
happily obliged. Gerstner and 
Sitek came in two days a week 
for the three weeks before 
school started for a few hours 
each day, coding the Arduino 
computer that would be inside 
the balloon.

“It was one of the most 
fun projects I’ve done,” said Si-
tek. “There aren’t a lot of times 
when you spend hours over 
the summer with a teacher, but 
working with Mr. Nunziante 
was some of the most fun I’ve 
had at SLUH.”

The Arduino that the se-
niors programmed tracked 
telemetry and GPS for the 
weather balloon. The Rasp-
berry Pi had a camera and GPS 
as a back up for the Arduino. 
However, the computer failed 
after only three minutes and 
thus all of the telemetry infor-
mation came from the Ardui-
no. A small camera mounted 
to the frame of the payload 
took pictures while the weath-
er balloon was in flight.

The idea for the proj-
ect first began last year when 
Anderson proposed a new in-
troduction to Environmental 
Science class for juniors and 
seniors.

“The idea of the class was 
to be as much hands on, proj-
ect based as possible,” said An-
derson. “So, our first project 
was to create a weather bal-
loon so we could investigate 
the atmosphere. You can find 
the data all over the place, but 
it’s very different when you ac-
tually gather the data yourself.”

The Environmental Sci-
ence students were given a 
chance to construct and design 
the payload, choosing what 
sensors they wanted and what 
data they want to take, while 
working within the param-
eters of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), which 
included a four pounds maxi-
mum weight.

“We didn’t believe him 
(when he told us we were 
launching a weather balloon), 
but then he gave us a bunch 
of specific details and we were 
like, ‘Wow, this is actually hap-
pening’,” said senior Robbie 
McKendry. “It ended up being 
really fun.”

After a week of designing 
and constructing, the students 
decided the variables they 
wanted to test were: altitude, 
temperature, pressure, rela-
tive humidity, percent oxygen, 
radiation, UVA, UVB, and ir-
radiation. 

“We’re basically look-
ing at how everything varies 
with altitude,” said Anderson. 
“We’ve got all the raw data and 
we’re just crunching numbers 
now.”

While this is the very first 
time SLUH has ever done a 
weather balloon experiment, 
it will not be the last. Ander-
son plans to do the experiment 
again next semester with his 
new environmental class, since 
the class is only one semester.

“We hope to launch twice 
a year, once in August and 
once in February,” said Ander-
son. “That way, we can look at 
not just how the altitude var-
ies, but we can also look at it by 
season, because there should 
be some distinct seasonal dif-
ferences. Over a long number 
of years, we may even be able 
to see some trends.”

They will also be able to 
improve the procedure, since 
they will have the knowledge 
of having already done the ex-
periment once. 

After the experiment was 
completed, Anderson and his 

class realized that the com-
puters were set at different 
sampling rates, making cal-
culations much more compli-
cated. They also learned about 
the Labquest 2 data collectors 
from Vernier that were used 
in the balloon and now will be 
able to use them much more 
effectively. Anderson said that 
the students will try to build 
their own cameras in the fu-
ture.

Anderson also believes 
that by using the correct 
amount of helium, they can get 
another 20,000 feet of altitude, 
reaching a potential maximum 
distance of 95,000 feet.

“This is a true of example 
of two different departments 
coming together to put to-
gether a science experiment,” 
said Nunziante. “The tech part 
and computer science, where 
the kids are learning C++, and 
the science department, which 
needed something to track a 
device.” 

“We worked a lot on the 
wood frame with theatre tech. 
Mr. Schoonover was really 
helpful in some of the wood-
working skills, so we spent a 
day down there,” said Ander-
son. “Mr. Chura and SLUH-
Tube also got video footage 
here. It’s good to see that type 
of collaboration, especially on 
something that was this fun 
and exciting.”

“It’s one of the most excit-
ing things I’ve done here, said 
Anderson. “We sent some-
thing up into the stratosphere. 
Not many people period get 
that opportunity, much less a 
bunch of high school students. 
That’s way cool.”

Weather balloon tests atmosphere
(continued from page 1)
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Members of the Introduction to Environmental Science class 
preparing for the weather balloon launch.



FEATURES Prep News 5September 9, 2016

Volume 81, Issue 3

BY Zach Hennes and Jack 
Winschel
REPORTERS

Every four years, thousands 
of the world’s best athletes 

come together to fight for 
gold in the Olympic games. 
This dream of competing to 
become a champion was real-
ized this past Olympics by one 
of our own, Murphy Troy, ’07. 
Troy competed in Rio, where 
he earned a bronze medal 
with the USA men’s volleyball 
team.

Troy’s journey to the 
Olympics began long before 
he got on a plane for Rio. His 
volleyball career began fresh-
man year at St. Louis U. High. 

He played football, basketball, 
and volleyball at SLUH, be-
ginning his high school career 
as a well-rounded athlete. He 
excelled as a volleyball player 
and strove to see how far the 
sport could get him.

“We won State my senior 
year,” says Troy. “At that point, 
I was ready to let volleyball 
take me as far as it could. I had 
no idea where that was at that 
point, I was just looking to go 
play in college somewhere. 
From there I just kept going, 
seeing if I could get to the next 
level, and eventually got to the 
Olympics.”

Troy joined the national 
team five years ago. Even 

though the work was tough, 
with most days requiring four 
to six hours in the gym, Troy 
found motivation in his new 
teammates. 

“Probably my favorite 
time playing volleyball has 
been with the national team, 
because you get to play at 
such a high level and with 
such great players every day,” 
said Troy. “These last couple 
of years, as the Olympics got 
closer, we were working to-
gether towards our biggest 
goal ever: to go to the Olym-
pics and win a gold medal. 
The amount of work we put 
in is kind of what makes the 

Murphy Troy, ’07, wins team volleyball bronze in Rio Olympics
whole experience special.”

Because there is no pro-
fessional volleyball league in 
the United States, and since 
the majority of their tourna-
ments are in the summer, 
Troy had to make sacrifices to 
remain playing at such a high 
level of volleyball.

“You can’t make a living 
just training and playing with 
the national team; you have to 
go play professionally to try to 
keep getting better as a volley-
ball player and to sustain this 
lifestyle,” Troy said. “For the 
last five years, I’ve spent seven 
to eight months a year going 
to play in Europe. I played 
in France, Italy, and Poland. 
That has probably been the 
hardest part, just spending so 
much time away from home 
and my family. Those were 
great experiences that I had 
and I’m definitely happy that I 
did those things and I made a 
lot of great friends, but at the 
same time, I’m getting mar-
ried in a couple of months and 
spending five years in a long 
distance relationship with my 
fiancée for months at a time 
was not a lot of fun.”

Troy found that all of his 
hard work and sacrifices paid 
off when he made it to Rio for 
the Olympics.

“Being in Rio was incred-
ible. It’s definitely a once in a 
lifetime experience that not 

BY Brad Gale
REPORTER

Art is expressed a lot of dif-
ferent ways at Saint Louis 

U. High. From playing instru-
ments in the band to creating 
artworks in and out of class, 
artistic expression is an im-
portant part of SLUH. For a 
select group of seniors, their 
personal artistic expression is 
a little more, well, personal: 
through their permanent tat-
toos. 

“I have a few tattoos,” said 
senior Tino Covelli. “I have a 
family crest of sorts. I have a 
sparrow, which is a very com-
mon tattoo. I have four musi-
cal symbols (of bands I like) 
all in one picture,” said Cov-
elli.

Covelli had to go through 
an extensive process to get his 
tattoos, since he was only 17 
years old, and the standard 
age for getting one without 
special notaries is 18.

“I had to fill out a consent 
form, because I was only 17,” 
said Covelli. “I had to travel 
to St. Charles to meet a notary 
to get it notarized. My parents 
had to put their signatures on 
there.” 

Covelli is one of a small 
group of students at SLUH 
who take pride in their tat-
toos. 

Not everyone likes them, 
though. 

“Sometimes I get nega-
tive responses to my tattoos, 
but it’s so important to me 
that I don’t care,” said Covelli. 
“I think people are afraid to 
change their skin, but I think 
the skin is just a blank canvas 
for things that are meaning-
ful. I got a lot of responses 
of  ‘what if you don’t have the 

same influences you have later 
in life’ to my tattoos. For me 
it’s about the feeling I get from 
my influences and their im-
pact in my life.”

Senior Jack Bailey per-
sonally designed one of Cov-
elli’s tattoos.

“Tino gave me the idea 
and told me the tattoo he 
wanted. I just put in on paper 
for him.” said Bailey. “It was 
really meaningful. I put a lot 
of time into it because I knew 
it would be on him for life. It 
was a pleasure. I wouldn’t get 
a tattoo myself but I think 
they’re pretty cool if they have 
a meaning behind it.”

This also isn’t the last tat-

too venture between Covelli 
and Bailey, as Bailey is design-
ing another tattoo for Covelli.

“It’s a hand with the Saint 
Louis skyline inside of it,” said 
Bailey.

Covelli isn’t the only 
SLUH senior who has tat-
toos. Senior Henry Herzberg 
has also gotten permanently 
inked in the past.

“I have a tattoo on my 
right arm, it’s of my cousin’s 
initials,” said Herzberg

For Herzberg, the mean-
ing behind this tattoo is one of 
great importance that speaks 
volume to an important event 
in his life. 

“My cousin, our sopho-

more year, was shot and killed 
in an attempted carjacking,” 
said Herzberg. “We were pret-
ty close; he was like an older 
brother to me. I like to have 
the tattoo because it reminds 
me that he’s always with me. 
I like to be able to look down 
and see it. Every time I score 
in rugby I touch it and touch 
my heart.”

Herzberg has faced little 
backlash at SLUH about his 
tattoo.

“People say ‘oh I would 
never get a tattoo’ but they un-
derstand a tattoo with a mean-
ing,” said Herzberg. “The ad-
ministration has never said 
anything about it.”

that many people get. Obvi-
ously some people go to mul-
tiple Olympics, but just being 
able to go to one was amaz-
ing,” Troy said. “You are sur-
rounded by the best athletes 
in the world. It’s kind of sur-
real at times. I was walking 
right next to Michael Phelps 
and took a picture with him, 
then got to watch him crush 
people and get all those gold 
medals.”

Not only did Troy get to 
the Olympics, but he found 
success, though hard-earned, 
on the Brazilian courts. The 
team got off to a rough start in 
Rio, and Troy, along with the 
rest of his team, felt the sting.

“We had a very up and 
down tournament. We lost the 
first two matches, and espe-
cially the first one of those was 
one that we should not have 
lost. It was a huge disappoint-
ment,” said Troy. “You put all 
this work and time into this 
and you get there and don’t 
play well.”

Despite the rocky begin-
ning, the team of 12 was able 
to pull together an impressive 
record, beating some of the 
greatest teams in the world.

“We had some amazing 
matches and we beat prob-
ably the two best teams in the 
world, which were Brazil and 
France, back to back and we 
earned our way back into the 

Tattoos are a vibrant sec-
tion of SLUH senior culture, 
but it’s not something limited 
just to SLUH students. 

“I know a few English 
teachers and other faculty 
have tattoos,” said English 
teacher John Kavanaugh.

Kavanaugh is one teacher 
who opened up about having 
a tattoo and the story behind 
it.

“I knew I wanted an Irish 
wolfhound, but one in the 
stylized knotwork design,” 
said Kavanaugh. “I brought 
an idea to the tattoo artist in 
Dublin, Ireland. She liked 
the idea and she did her own 
sketch which I really liked, so 
that’s what I got.”

Kavanaugh, a longtime 
English teacher, has picked up 
a lot on tattoo culture at SLUH 
and at high schools in general. 

“I used to teach a writ-
ing class at Cor Jesu, and an 
argumentative essay option I 
would give to my students was 

about tattoos. It was interest-
ing to see the strong opinions 
on tattoos.” said Kavanaugh. 
“I remember a SLUH basket-
ball player who was a senior 
a few years back who actually 
had a tattoo of the SLUH logo 
on his shoulder.” 

Kavanaugh noted that 
there is a long history of 
adornment of the body in dif-
ferent ways.

“I do think it’s an expres-
sion of oneself. I think it can 
be a great expression if done 
properly, such as beautiful 
tributes to family and the de-
ceased,” said Kavanaugh.

While they are techni-
cally not approved to be dis-
played during school hours, 
tattoos are an expression that 
permeates SLUH culture. 
Some people may find them 
to be boneheaded decisions or 
inappropriate, they have prov-
en to be a beautiful expression 
of personality for some.

	  

Tattoos at SLUH: seniors discuss and share their meanings

playoff round,” Troy said. “The 
semifinal match was probably 
the most heartbreaking loss 
that any of us had ever had 
because we were so close to 
winning it. We were up 22-19 
and they came back and won. 
It was pretty gut wrenching. 
Then we had to come back 
less than 48 hours later and 
play for the bronze medal 
against Russia who is a really 
good team, where we were 
down 0-2, and then came back 
and won. I’ll never forget that 
moment. Being so close to 
fourth place and going home 
empty-handed, then coming 
back and winning it was just 
incredible.”

This comeback led to a 
bronze medal, an astounding 
feat and one that increased the 
team’s hunger for gold in the 
future. 

When commenting on 
whether he will return to the 
Olympics in 2020 at Tokyo, 
Troy was a little uncertain, but 
with continued success and 
good fortune, we will hopeful-
ly see our fellow Jr. Bill on the 
Olympic courts once again.

“I’m going to take things 
just one year at a time,” said 
Troy. “I think Tokyo is a great 
goal and I obviously think it 
would be an amazing expe-
rience, but if I don’t end up 
there I loved everything about 
Rio.”

Clockwise from top left: Tino Covelli’s family crest; Tino Covelli’s favorite bands; an American 
Traditional Sparrow; Henry Herzberg’s cousin’s initials.

photos | courtesy of  Tino Covelli and Henry Herzberg

artwork | Syed Fakrazayda

from last year, it was hard 
finding (consultants) because 
they didn’t have a designated 
space,” said Nemechek. Now, 
each consultant has his/her 
own office in one location.

Students like the space as 
well, even if they aren’t work-
ing with the learning consul-
tants.

“It really helps me get in 
a studying mood, and that lets 
me complete work,” said a stu-
dent who uses the space. “The 
Center is available to students 
needing its services at zero 
hour and during the school 

day, and it is a great asset for 
students to study or get other 
work done. I use the space 
for my free time to study and 
catch up on any work I may 
have missed.” 

 Overall, while the Re-
source Center has a new look, 
it still serves the same purpose 
it has in years past; a place for 
students to go if they need 
to borrow a book, get help 
studying, or receive any other 
academic assistance. But with 
the added privacy, hopefully it 
will be easier than before. 

Learning Center welcomes 
students
(continued from page 1)



September 9, 2016Volume LXXXI, Issue III

Nick Prainito and Brian 
Price
REPORTERS

After back-to-back victo-
ries to begin the season, 

the St. Louis U. High foot-
ball team rolled into its first 
Metro Catholic Conference 
matchup at Chaminade last 
Friday night to face a power-
ful Red Devils team. The Red 
Devils, ranked first among 
Class 5 teams, had displayed 
an explosive offense in their 
first two games, while shut-
ting down opposing offenses 
by attacking the offensive line 
and stopping running backs. 
The combination proved just 
too much, as the Jr. Bills lost a 
close one, 30-28.

The powerful offense was 
prominent from the first sec-
onds of the game, as standout 
running back Damon Bonds 
returned the opening kickoff 
97 yards to put the Red Devils 
ahead 7-0 in just 14 seconds. 

Jack Waters
REPORTER

The St. Louis U. High var-
sity soccer team is unde-

feated no more, after a loss 
to De Smet on Tuesday. The 
team also won one and tied 
one last week to start the sea-
son at 5-1-1.

The Jr. Bills played Glen-
dale High School (Spring-
field) last Friday. In one of the 
team’s best performances yet, 
SLUH created many scoring 
chances and domination on 
both ends of the field. 

The scoring started when 
senior Donovan Ditto zipped 
a cross into the 18-yard box 
right on to the foot of junior 
Peter Kickham, who tapped 
it in for a 1-0 lead. Shortly af-
ter, junior Will Rudder took a 
shot on goal, which was saved 
and popped up by the keeper. 
On its way down, sophomore 
Alex Lehmann headed it into 
the net, putting SLUH up 2-0. 

Not even three minutes 
into the second half, Lehm-

Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

The St. Louis U. High cross 
country team dashed into 

action this past weekend at 
the Granite City Invitational, 
where they took third place 
overall and had many impres-
sive individual races as well.

SLUH had never traveled 
to Granite City for this meet 
before, so they only knew 
broad information about the 
course and its features.

“With a lot of Illinois 
schools that we don’t compete 
against very often and it being 
early in the season, we really 
didn’t know what to expect,” 
said head coach Joe Porter. 
“We knew very little about the 
course.”

The Granite City course 
was unique in the fact that 
runners could not wear spikes 
in the race because the race 
was run on asphalt. Typically, 

“It’s a long game. I just 
wanted everyone to know that 
going down early just means 
that we have to go take it right 
back,” said senior captain and 
quarterback Mitch Batsche-
lett.

He did exactly that, lead-
ing a long, methodical march 
down the field, mixing up 
passes and runs very well to 
keep the defense off balance. 
After several Chaminade pen-
alties, junior running back 
Jared Scott capped off the 
drive with a one-yard touch-
down run to even the score.

But the next Chaminade 
drive took just over a minute. 
Bonds once again burned the 
defense, this time with a 62-
yard run to set up a passing 
touchdown.

Finally, the two defenses 
began to settle in and draw 
each drive out longer. The 
SLUH defense began hold-
ing the Chaminade run game 

back, thanks in large part to 
hard work by the defensive 
line.

“They like to push ev-
erything inside,” said senior 
defensive end Davion Nash. 
“We had to work to contain 
their running game so that 
the linebackers could clean it 
up.”

The SLUH offense capi-
talized on the opportunity. 
After a long drive, junior run-
ning back Daniel Terry took 
a short pass from Batschelett 
and broke several tackles to 
dash 34 yards into the end 
zone. 

The Jr. Bills then decided 
to dip a little deeper into the 
playbook. Junior quarterback 
Austin Hannah caught the 
snap for the extra point, but 
as senior kicker Joe Rogan 
ran up to kick, Hannah sud-
denly hopped up and rolled to 
the right, finding senior Ryan 
Hebenstreit wide open in the 
back of the end zone for two 
points.

“We felt like we could 
take advantage of (their de-
fense),” said head coach Gary 
Kornfeld. “I was very proud 
that all of our guys picked up 
on the call, and we were suc-
cessful on it.”

 Just minutes later, a sev-
en-yard pass from Batschelett 
to senior wide receiver Tony 
Adams capped off another 
drive, and put the Jr. Bills 
ahead 22-14 with just a few 
minutes left in the first half.

But the Red Devils re-
fused to go into the locker 
room trailing. With just four 
minutes on the clock, they 
quickly pushed down the 
field and capped off an ex-
plosive drive with a five-yard 
pass into the end zone as time 
expired. They chose to go for 
two points, but the Jr. Bills’ 
defense stood tall, stopping 
the short run and maintain-

ann found his way to the ball 
and scored for his second goal 
of the match. 

“I thought our offense 
really came together, and we 
started to get something go-
ing,” said Ditto. “Once we put 
one in, it’s tougher for them to 
score, so we just kept coming 
and scoring more goals.”

The scoring chances con-
tinued as junior Kurt Schum-
acher played a beautiful ball 
to junior Scott Janasik, who 
blasted the shot into the bot-
tom corner for a dominant 
4-0 lead, and SLUH had its 
fifth win of the season in one 
of the offense’s best games. 

After a night’s rest, the 
squad faced a tougher oppo-
nent, St. Xavier (Louisville). 

The Jr. Billikens found 
ways to create offense early, 
resulting in chances for junior 
Ray Goedeker and Lehmann, 
but the squad couldn’t capital-
ize, resulting in a 0-0 tie at the 
end of the first half.

“They were a very big 

team, most of them were 
above six foot. They were big 
boys,” said junior goalkeeper 
Alec Meissner. 

Meissner noted the 
team’s struggle for scoring 
goals in games against teams 
with more height.

“Against big teams, I 
think that’s when we struggle. 
Not necessarily against fast 
teams, but against big teams,” 
said Meissner. 

The Jr. Billikens contin-
ued to struggle offensively, 
as the St. Xavier defense and 
goalkeeper stifled SLUH’s 
chances, most notably a shot 
on goal from junior Cam 
Verzino off of a free kick 
with eight minutes left in the 
match that was saved by the 
St. Xavier keeper.

With less than a min-
ute left, a St. Xavier defender 
committed a foul about 25 
yards out, receiving a yellow 
card and giving SLUH one 
last chance for a miracle goal. 

Two points away, Jr. Bills drop 
close game to Red Devils

Soccer, unable to capatalize on 
chances, loses first game to De Smet

cross country courses are on 
grass with several hills where 
runners can grip the grass 
with spikes rather than their 
training shoes.

“We didn’t really know 
what to expect, so we just 
went in knowing our training 
and we had a race plan, and 
we executed and ended up 
doing well, so we were really 
happy with that,” said senior 
captain Joe Laughlin, who 
medaled with a 21st place fin-
ish and a personal record (PR) 
of 15:54, the second best time 
run by the Jr. Bills.

Junior Paul Burka re-
corded the best time for 
SLUH, finishing just ahead of 
Laughlin at 15:53 to medal in 
20th place with a PR.

“I was just trying to run 
a good time,” said Burka. “I 
have a lot of confidence, I 
think I can run faster though 
just because my second mile 
wasn’t too good.”

The Jr. Bills came into the 
meet with much uncertainty, 
but they knew they had to 
compete with De Smet, one 
of their fiercest competitors 
throughout the season.

“Going into the meet our 
game plan was to have pretty 
much the whole varsity hop 
on De Smet’s number two 
Tyler O’Connor and kind of 
have him pace us for the first 
couple miles,” said sophomore 
Patrick Hetlage, who placed 
25th and ran a PR of 15:59.

The team executed this 
plan perfectly, as they passed 
up O’Connor just after the 
first mile and then went head-
to-head with Joey Reed, De 
Smet’s number one. 

“We definitely wanted to 
beat De Smet and wanted to 
show that we could contest 
with them show them that 
even though we graduated a 
few of our good guys, we can 
still go out there and win,” 

continued on page 8

continued on page 8

XC has strong start, led by Burka, Laughlin, Hetlage, and Kelly
said Burka. 

In addition to the top 
three times of Burka, Laugh-
lin, and Hetlage, four other 
varsity runners ran PRs.

Senior William Kelly 
placed 27th and medaled with 
a time of 16:04, relying on a 
strong first mile to be the last 
SLUH medalist. Senior Ro-
man Lipinski finished in 60th 
place with a 16:48 to come in 
as the fifth Jr. Bill.

“I got pinched off at the 
beginning,” said Lipinski, 
who beat his best time by 33 
seconds. “I had to use a lot of 
energy to get back to the pack 
and then I was just buried (in 
the middle).”

Senior Thomas Leeker 
annihilated his previous best 
time, finishing in 66th place 
with a time of 16:57. Junior 
Matt Gunn rounded out the 
Jr. Bills with a 91st place finish 
and a PR of 17:28. 

The varsity soccer team dropped last night’s game to Vianney 1-0. The 
Jr. Bills had trouble with ball possession, as Vianney maintained control of 
the game. Vianney scored halfway through the first half on a run from an 

opposing forward, resulting in an animated reaction from the SLUH bench, 
who wanted an offside call. SLUH is 5-2-1 on the season. The Jr. Bills will play 

tomorrow night against CBC, at CBC, at 7 p.m.

continued on page 7
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Senior Andrew Clair fights off two Chaminade players in last 
week’s game. 

photo | Brendan VoigtSophomore Alex Lehmann after a hard loss against De Smet last Tuesday.

photo | Mrs. Linda Hetlage

Sophomores Paul Burka (left) and Patrick Hetlage (right) in 
last Saturday’s meet.

Varsity Soccer Night Beat
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Chandler Love
REPORTER

The C football team is off 
to an 0-2 start after losses 

to Ladue and Chaminade. 
The team started off the 

season with a game against 
Ladue at home. It was a close 
game the entire way, and the 
Jr. Bills fought hard. On the 
special teams side of the ball, 
there were two blocked punts 
in favor of the Jr. Bills. Offen-
sively, there was a huge touch-
down run that was called back 
that would have given SLUH 
the lead. The game came 
down to the last two seconds, 
but Ladue hung on to win 20-
19. 

The next game was 
against MCC rival Chami-
nade. At the end of the first 
quarter, the Bills were down 
7-0 with the ball deep in 
Chaminade territory. The fi-
nal score was 49-7, as the Red 
Devils routed the Jr. Bills the 

Jack Perry
REPORTER 			 

The SLUH B soccer team has had 
a rough go at things these first 

three weeks of the season. The team’s 
two wins came in the first week against 
MICDS and Jefferson City. Since then, 
the team has lost to Parkway South and 
then De Smet and Oakville in the MCC 
tournament. To make matters worse, 
lackluster play has resulted in an ever-
changing lineup.

The Jr. Bills took on their Jesuit ri-
val De Smet Spartans at Chaminade on 
Monday in the MCC Tournament. The 
first half was very evenly matched with 
each team generating offensive chanc-
es and coming up with big defensive 
stands. De Smet managed to squeak a 
goal past freshmen goalie Jake McCul-
lars ten minutes into the first half. 

SLUH answered, though, with a 
big goal by sophomore Alfie Arun on a 
penalty kick after he was tackled by the 
De Smet keeper. At the half, the score 
remained a 1-1 stalemate. 

After the half, De Smet jumped 
ahead once again. The Jr. Bills fought 
back, taking control of the offensive 

Ben Dattilo and Tommy 
Rogan
REPORTERS

The St. Louis U. High JV 
soccer team played a hard 

fought 3-3 draw against Rock-
wood Summit on Tuesday.

SLUH put a lot of pres-
sure on Rockwood right away. 
The Jr. Bills struck first when 
junior forward Daniel Dewan 
crossed the ball into the mid-
dle, allowing junior forward 
Jacob Gremaud to one-time it 
into the goal. 

“I felt exuberant. Our 
team got off to a good start by 
scoring early,” Gremaud said. 

SLUH continued the 
pressure on Rockwood and 
kept the ball on Rockwood’s 
side for most of the first half. 
Junior forward Gavin Gassner 
carried the ball to the Rock-

Kyle Irvine
REPORTER

The 2016 swim and dive 
team is led by four senior 

captains this year: Andrew 
Gammon, Kyle Irvine, Luke 
Smith, and Thomas Nord-
mann. Over the course of the 
week the Prep News got the 
chance to talk with two of 
these fine young men about 
how they are leading the team 
this year and their journey 
through swimming.

Smith came out for the 
team freshman year. 

“I just wanted to do a 
sport,” said Smith. “I’ve been 
swimming for a long time, I 
guess that’s why I signed up.” 

Smith started his fresh-
man year on the junior varsity 
team before getting bumped 
up to varsity for his sopho-
more year. Head coach Lind-
sey Ehret contributed this 
move to Smith’s impeccable 
work ethic.

“Luke’s very quiet,” said 
Ehret. “But that doesn’t stop 
him from showing everyone 
what a good worker he is. He’s 
a lead-by-example type of 
person.” 

During his time on the 
team, Smith has grown as a 
swimmer and a person. 

“Between freshman and 
sophomore year my strokes 
and technique shifted,” said 

The Jr. Bills finished with a total team score of 142, holding 
on to third place out of 42 teams in the meet. Chatham-Glen-
wood High School took second with 126 points and O’Fallon 
dominated the field with a total of only 91 points.

“First one out the gate we’re feeling really good about where 
we’re at,” said Porter.

The Jr. Bills are now looking forward to the Forest Park XC 
Festival. One hundred and twenty-six high schools will be rep-
resented from eight different states. Porter is anticipating there 
to be 4,000 athletes and over 10,000 people in total.

“We can’t get too caught up in how big of a meet it is, we 
just have to focus on our race and we have to focus on being 
prepared for the race,” said Laughlin “It will be a crowded field 
but when it comes down to it, it’s still a race.”

The Jr. Bills are preparing by running the course for prac-
tice every day this week. The nine varsity runners are Burka, 
Hetlage, Laughlin, Kelly, Lipinski, Leeker, Gunn, sophomore 
Reed Milnor, and senior Matt Northcott.

“There’s going to be so many people, I think there’s going 
to be a lot of fast guys there,” said Burka. “If we can stay with the 
lead pack, that would be really good and I definitely think we 
could PR again if that happens.”

There are college races on Friday night, and the high school 
races begin at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday morning. The Jr. Bills var-
sity team races at 1:20 p.m.

	

Smith. “I went from focusing 
on short distance to focusing 
on long.” 

Looking ahead to this 
year, Smith hopes to be able 
to qualify for state in the 200-
yard freestyle and 500 free-
style. He also hopes the team 
will once again be able to fin-
ish first at MCCs. 

Nordmann has a similar 
story of starting his SLUH 
swim career on the JV team.  

“I came out for the team 
freshman year because I 
thought it would make my 
mom happy,” said Nordmann. 
“To be honest I wasn’t really a 
fan and had trouble motivat-
ing myself to work at practice.” 

But Nordmann’s negative 
attitude was short-lived as he 
soon shifted into a grind of 
hard work.

“Thomas has come a long 
way,” said Ehret. “He started 
with more of a JV mindset, 
but managed to get it together 
and end his junior season on a 
high note.” 

Nordmann hopes to be 
able to lead the team to a top 
15 finish in state this year. 
Personal goals for Nordmann 
include finishing top five at 
MCCs in his 200 individual 
medley. 

The team will take on 
De Smet after school today at 
home. The meet starts at 4:30.

Swim captains dive 
into leadership role

wood endline which eventu-
ally led the ball to be deflected 
off a Rockwood player for a 
SLUH corner. 

Dewan took the corner 
and placed it just in front of 
the goalie. The ball bounced 
around the six-yard box un-
til it was poked out in front 
of the 18-yard box, where ju-
nior midfielder Teddy Rags-
dale was there to clean up the 
mess. Ragsdale ripped a shot 
from the top of the box and 
the ball flew into the bottom 
left corner, putting SLUH up 
2-0. 

“It felt fantastic,” Rags-
dale said. “I was satisfied to 
take our first ever 2-0 lead.”

SLUH stayed strong 
while Rockwood slowed 
down. Junior forward Buck 
Chevalier received a pass, beat 

a defender, and penetrated the 
18-yard box. Chevalier shook 
off another defender and went 
bar down just outside the six-
yard box.

“It felt good, I thought 
that goal would seal the deal 
for SLUH,” said Chevalier. “If 
I was to describe how I felt in 
three words it’d be … hard-
working, alpha male, jack-
hammer.”

SLUH was getting the 
majority of the scoring op-
portunities and keeping pos-
session of the ball until about 
30 seconds after Chevalier’s 
goal. Just after kickoff, Rock-
wood pushed the ball forward 
and got their first goal of the 
game. SLUH didn’t let their 
guard down and continued to 
press on, but Rockwood had a 
lucky volley and scored again. 

SLUH let down their guard 
yet again and Rockwood 
slipped behind their defense 
and scored again, ending the 
first half tied 3-3.

The second half kicked 
off and SLUH went right back 
to attacking. Junior Danny 
Favazza was taken down in 
the box but there was no call 
made. Favazza again had the 
ball in the box and he found 
Chevalier in the middle of the 
box. Chevalier took a shot but 
he missed wide to the right, 
and the game ended in a 3-3 
tie. 

On Tuesday, the team is 
participating in the Hillsboro 
tournament, taking on Wash-
ington in the first game at 3:45 
p.m. 

     
	

rest of the game. 
There is definitely some 

room to grow and all signs 
point towards the team being 
headed in the right direction. 
Assistant coach Adam Cruz 
just wants his team to keep 
working hard. One of the big 
things in the Chaminade and 
Ladue games were silly mis-
takes that could have been 
avoided. 

“They have to realize that 
bad things are going to hap-
pen, but we can’t let that stop 
us,” said Cruz. “We have to 
keep going.” 

One aspect that most 
people will fail to see is the 
problem of not having a full 
team, with some of the bet-
ter players being moved up to 
the JV and varsity teams. Joey 
Lansing, one of the offensive 
linemen, has recently been 
brought up to JV and running 
back Teriyon “Mookie” Coo-
per was moved up to varsity. 
To make matters worse, one 

of the team’s most important 
offensive linemen suffered 
a concussion in the game 
against Ladue.

“Injury and sickness are 
going to happen, we just need 
guys to step up,” said Cruz.

A few of the notable play-
ers on the C team include 
captains Anthony Bohannon, 
Luke Sherman, and Brendan 
Hannah.

Cruz and head coach 
Tom Wilson agree that they 
have a talented team. The im-
portant thing is getting them 
to play a complete game and 
focus on improving every 

C football looks for resilience after 0-2 start 

JV soccer strikes first but comes short of 
victory with 3-3 draw

game and peppering the De Smet keep-
er with shots. 

The Jr. Bills’ best chance of the sec-
ond half came with around five minutes 
left to play. Sophomore Michael Drab-
elle beautifully crossed the ball into the 
box. As sophomore Jon Broun settled 
the ball, the De Smet goalie slipped, 
leaving the net wide open. Broun 
passed the ball to another Jr. Bill, who 
tapped the ball towards the net. But as 
the ball was about to cross the goal line, 
a De Smet defender made a heroic toe 
save and then booted the ball out to his 
midfielders. 

This proved to be a pivotal point in 
the game, as the Jr. Bills were never able 
to put together another cohesive run, 
and dropped the game 2-1. 

The next evening, the Jr. Bills got 
ready to face Oakville on their home 
turf. The Jr. Bills fell behind early, allow-
ing Oakville to score two goals in the 
first half. The defense was pushed to it;s 
limits, as Oakville dominated in time of 
possession and shots on goal. 

As the first half wound down, the 
Jr. Bills looked as if they were turning 
things around, putting pressure on the 

game. 
“The overall goal is to get 

guys ready for varsity,” says 
Cruz. 

Running back Kellen 
Porter thinks that the team is 
headed in the right direction. 

“Some of our team played 
their first football game ever 
the Ladue game. Some guys 
were scared but we never gave 
up. We made a few changes 
that I think will help prepare 
us for the rest of the year.”

The C football team takes 
on De Smet at home on Mon-
day at 4:30 p.m.

B soccer has bumpy ride to start season

XC excited for Festival 
on Saturday

Oakville defense. Broun converted on his 
second tally of the year off of a cross from 
Arun. 

The Jr. Bills took their momentum 
into the second half, flipping the script on 
Oakville. Despite their efforts and numer-
ous chances in the second half, the Jr. Bills 
could not overcome the two-goal deficit 
and dropped to 2-4 on the season. 

When asked what prevented the team 
from victory Tuesday, starting center mid-
fielder Jack Schoen said, “We didn’t start 
the game off with enough urgency and 
energy towards scoring first and played 
on our heels the first half. They put up two 
on us and it was pretty hard to come back 
from that.”

Schoen went on to remark that “our 
energy was better in the second half and I 
believe this team can use that as a starting 
point for the games to come. I really think 
we are going to click on all aspects of our 
game.” 

The Jr. Bills look ahead to their games 
this week, versus Webster Groves on Tues-
day at Webster and  against Vianney on 
Thursday. 

(continued from page 6)
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Seniors (left to right) Kyle Irvine, Andrew Gammon, Luke Smith, and 
Thomas Nordmann.

artwork | Ian Mulvihill
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Friday, September 9
AP	 Sophomore Class Mass	
	 Loyola University Maryland	 M118
	 Miami University, Oxford		  M114
	 St. Lawrence University		  M112
	 St. Olaf College			   M110
	 Missouri S&T			   M108
	 Wake Forest University		  M106
	 Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch	 Special—Shrimp and Fries
	 Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:00pm	 Swimming vs. DeSmet
7:00pm	 V Football vs. DeSmet @ SLUH (Running of the 	
	 Bills)

Schedule R

Saturday, September 10
ACT 
9:00am	 V/JV/C Cross Country @ Forest Park XC Festival
10:00am	C Soccer vs. DeSmet @ SLUH
7:00pm	 V Soccer vs. CBC @ CBC Tournament

Monday, September 12
AP	 Boston College
	 Cornell College
	 Loyola Marymount University
	 University of Miami
	 Occidental College
	 Samford University
	 Admissions Committee Planning
	 Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch	 Birmingham-Southern College
	 Centre College
	 Illinois Wesleyan University
	 University of Missouri Kansas City
	 Williams College
	 Special—Chik-fil-A
	 Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:30pm	 C Football vs. DeSmet @ SLUH
6:15pm	 JV Football vs. St. Mary’s
7:00pm	 University of California – Berkeley
	 Dartmouth College 
	 Northwestern University 
	 Princeton University 
	 Vanderbilt University

Schedule R

Tuesday, September 13
AP	 Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch	 Boston College
	 Hillsdale College
	 Bellarmine University
	 Lake Forest College 
	 Southern Illinois University, Carbondale
	 Special—Taco Bar
	 Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
3:45pm	 JV Soccer vs. Washington @ Hillsboro 		
	 Tournament
4:00pm	 B Soccer vs. Webster Groves @ SLUH
6:00pm	 V Soccer vs. Webster Groves @ SLUH
6:30pm	 Boston College

Schedule Block

Thursday, September 15
AP	 University of Missouri Columbia
	 Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
	 St. Ambrose University
	 University of Tulsa
	 Villanova University
	 Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch	 Special—Pizza
	 Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
3:45pm	 JV Soccer vs. Festus @ Hillsboro Tournament
4:00pm	 B Soccer vs. Vianney @ SLUH
4:15pm	 Swimming @ Parkway West
6:00pm	 V Soccer vs. Vianney @ SLUH

Schedule R

Wednesday, September 14
AP	 Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch	 Furman University
	 The University of Iowa
	 Loyola University Chicago
	 Special—Pasta Bar
	 Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:45pm	 JV Soccer vs. DeSoto @ Hillsboro Tournament
4:30pm	 C Soccer vs. Bayless
7:00pm	 Boston University
	 Emory University
	 John Hopkins University
	 University of Notre Dame
	 University of Virginia

Schedule Block

calendar | Jack Schweizer and Liam Connoly

Friday, September 16
AP	 Case Western Reserve University
	 University of Kentucky
	 Northeastern University
	 Providence College
	 University of San Diego
	 Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch	 Special—Toasted Ravioli
	 Vegetarian—Garden Burger
7:00pm	 V Soccer vs. Jefferson City @ SLUH

Schedule R

Trophy Case Hoax
Recently, a nail was added to 
the trophy case on the first 
floor. The description says 
the nail was “driven through 
Jesus Christ’s right hand,” in 
the year “33 AD.” The nail sup-
posedly hovers inside its cage 
and glow in a yellow light at 
night. It also says that theol-
ogy teacher Matt Sciuto is the 
only one to see this miracle, 
and that he was in fact the one 
who brought the nail back af-
ter his quest to the Holy Land 
in search of the Holy Grail. 
Sciuto has confirmed, how-
ever, that he has not been on 
a quest for the Holy Grail, and 
he is not responsible for plac-
ing the nail in the case. Sciuto 
is a fan of the prank however, 
as it’s simply a small SLUH 

prank where no one was hurt 
and everyone can get a good 
laugh. 

Staycation to visit the “Great-
est Hits of Downtown”
Staycation Club has a trip 
planned for Friday, Sept. 16 to 
go see the hits of downtown. 
Staycation plans to go to the 
Wainwright building and the 
Citygarden, where they will 
possibly have a picnic. 

M201 renovated for water 
damage
This past week, some students 
were relocated to various 
rooms while room M201 was 
getting renovated. There had 
been apparent water damage 
to one of the walls, but thanks 
to the maintenance crew, the 

damage has been repaired.

Juniors retreat sign-ups
Juniors had the opportunity 
to sign up for retreats during  
Wednesday’s activity period in 
Campus Ministry. The cam-
pus ministers offered chips to 
anyone who signed up for a re-
treat. There were five different 
retreats for juniors to sign up 
for: Kairos, Traditional Junior 
(White House), Service Learn-
ing, Art, and Philia. Campus 
Ministers were available for 
questions and to help students 
sign up on x2vol.

Senior Advisors prepare for 
Running of the Bills
This week, Senior Advisors 
met with their freshmen in 
small groups for the first time. 
They talked about the upcom-
ing Activities Fair, getting in-

volved, and how the first cou-
ple of weeks have gone. Also, 
they talked about Freshman 
Fun Day and the Running of 
the Bills.

Activities Fair hosts over 50 
Clubs
The Activities Fair had the 
Field House filled on Thurs-
day with students flocking to 
the various stands around the 
floor. Some of the highlights 
included Tea Club moderator 
Rob Garavaglia’s cinnamon 
tea, circus performances, ro-
bots skittering around the 
floor, not-so-cooked burgers 
from the Tailgate Club, and 
plenty of sno-cones.

—Charlie McGroarty, Thomas 
Curdt, Jake Hennes, and Matt 
Coplen.

Around the Hallways 
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	 Verzino took the free 
kick and played the ball into 
the box, but to no avail, and 
the match ended in a 0-0 draw. 

“I feel like we’re so pres-
sured to move forward and 
score goals,” said Goede-
ker. “We need to reset in the 
backfield and push out to the 
wings, then gradually come up 
to the goal. We’re so focused 
on penetrating the defense 
that we just hit the defense, we 
try to force it.”

The team returned to 
action on Wednesday, at the 
start of the CBC Tournament. 
After their first draw, the Jr. 
Bills were en route for their 
toughest opponent of the sea-
son, De Smet. The Spartans 
ended SLUH’s season last year 
at sectionals in an emotional 
1-0 game. The preseason No. 
1 ranked team in the state, De 
Smet returned almost their 
entire starting lineup which 

resulted in a close, physical 
game. 

The first half was a back 
and forth event, with serious 
scoring chances from SLUH 
and De Smet. Junior Kurt 
Schumacher had one of the 
best chances on the U. High’s 
side, as he dribbled the ball 
into the left side of the 18-yard 
box and hit a bullet, no-angle 
shot on goal, only to be saved 
by the De Smet keeper. 

The Jr. Bills’ keeper 
Meissner shined again, as he 
made a spectacular save with a 
minute left in the first half. The 
De Smet forward beat a SLUH 
defender and had a clear shot 
at the goal. The player struck 
the ball on goal, only to be 
shut down by Meissner, saving 
the game at the time.

In the second half, De 
Smet started to take control of 
the pace of the game. Despite 
another big save from Meiss-
ner, the Jr. Billiken defense 

(who had allowed one goal 
in six games) finally cracked. 
After a penalty in the box, De 
Smet had a penalty kick op-
portunity. The player buried 
it left as Meissner had guessed 
right, giving De Smet the 1-0 
lead.

De Smet continued to 
keep the pressure on, as only 
two minutes after, De Smet 
struck again, silencing the Jr. 
Bills and the crowd with a 2-0 
lead.

As a final effort, coach 
Charlie Martel moved senior 
Jeff Walter up from right back 
to forward, but to no avail. 
SLUH fell 2-0.

After the loss, Martel is 
thinking about changing up 
the team’s formation and giv-
ing players who haven’t seen 
the field as much more chanc-
es.

“Certain parts of our 
lineup are solidified, espe-
cially defensively. What we’re 

looking for is a couple more 
midfielders to contribute, and 
certainly our three forwards. 
That’s wide open for us,” said 
Martel. “We’re going to be 
subbing a lot and they need 
to just go in and do their best 
when they’re called upon to 
do so.”

Although the team has 
struggled to finish off plays 
and score goals, the players 
remain hopeful that they can 
improve.

“I think we have to con-
trol the ball more at the mid-
field and have the forwards 
make good runs because we 
should be faster and more 
conditioned than most teams,” 
said Ditto.

The Jr. Bills play again in 
the CBC tournament tomor-
row night against conference 
rival, CBC at 7 p.m.

-ing the 22-20 lead going into 
halftime.

The Jr. Bill’s offense fal-
tered coming into the sec-
ond half, however. Plagued 
by cramps and injuries, the 
offense was forced to punt 
several times, while the Red 
Devils’ offense continued to 
push. They took the lead on a 
24-yard field goal in the third 
quarter, then quickly added to 
it with a 58-yard touchdown 
run to go up 30-22.

Batschelett and the of-
fense once again needed to 
take the game back. They 
began a long drive from 
their own territory, complet-
ing several third and fourth 
down plays to keep the drive 
alive. Finally, senior running 
back Andrew Clair punched 
through the Chaminade de-
fensive line from 11 yards out 
to close the score to 30-28. 
Needing the two-point con-
version, Batschelett took the 
snap from the Chaminade 
two-yard line. He was forced 
to roll left and, finally spotting 
senior Brent Smith open in the 
back of the end zone, made an 
off-balance throw that was 
just out of Smith’s reach.

With just a few minutes 
left, the SLUH defense was 
unable to get the ball back as 

Chaminade ran out the clock 
to hand the Jr. Bills their first 
loss of the year by a score of 
30-28.

“I was pleased with the 
total game,” said Kornfeld. 
“We played hard, tough, phys-
ical, and smart. The only thing 
I didn’t like was that we were 
on the short end of the score-
board.”

Several SLUH players put 
up outstanding performances 
to contribute to the team ef-
fort. Batschelett finished the 
game with 18 completions 
for 194 yards and two touch-
downs. He completed all but 
one of his passes in the first 
half. 

“I just felt really good 
that night,” said Batschelett. 
“We really prepared hard, 
and I had my faith in my re-
ceivers. (Chaminade) liked to 
play one-on-one defense, and 
our guys were just better than 
theirs.”

“I’m not sure that wasn’t 
(Batschelett’s) best game all 
around,” said Kornfeld. “I was 
very pleased.”

These passes also found 
the hands of nine different re-
ceivers as Batschelett kept the 
defense off balance.

“It just made my job a lot 
easier,” said Batschelett of the 
strong play out of the SLUH 

wide receivers. “And now this 
will help a lot this season be-
cause defenses can’t just play 
against one or two receivers. 
They have to take everyone 
into account.”

Clair, despite having to 
fight through constant leg 
cramps, finished with 95 rush-
ing yards and a touchdown. 	

Meanwhile, Scott and se-
nior linebacker Henry Herz-
berg filled the stat sheet on the 
defensive side, finishing with 
19 combined tackles. They 
were both a large part of slow-
ing down the Chaminade run 
game.

“I was just trying to play 
downhill,” said Scott. “They 
like to run the ball, so I was 
just looking to play fast, play 
hard, and make all my tack-
les.”

“I think our linebacker 
play is overlooked, to some 
degree,” said Kornfeld. “We’re 
getting some great plays from 
Scott, Herzberg, and Andrew 
Grassi. I’ve been very im-
pressed with their play.”

Nash also had an impres-
sive performance on defense, 
finishing with six total tackles 
and the only sack of the game. 
In his first year starting at de-
fensive end, Nash often finds 
himself faced with bigger op-
ponents on the offensive line. 

“I never back down from 
a challenge, even though it’s 
always a challenge going up 
against someone who’s 300 
pounds,” said Nash. “But I 
know I can use my speed to 
get those sacks. I just have to 
do what I can to get to (the 
quarterback) as quick as pos-
sible.”

Despite a large rush-
ing game for the Red Devils, 
the SLUH cornerbacks and 
safeties did a fantastic job of 
limiting Chaminade standout 
quarterback Michael McGov-
ern to just 90 passing yards, 
his lowest total of the year. 

Tonight, the Jr. Bills look 
to get back to their winning 
ways against the De Smet 
Spartans, in the annual Run-
ning of the Bills game. The 
Spartans are unranked, but 
are 2-1 this season after win-
ning their last two games. 

“De Smet likes to throw a 
lot,” said Nash. “The defensive 
line is going to have to be on 
alert.”

“We think we can get 
better from last week to this 
week,” said Kornfeld. “If we 
continue to play with the heart 
and determination that we 
had (last) Friday night, we’re 
going to be okay this week and 
as we go through the season.”

(continued from page 6)
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Plagued by cramps and injuries, SLUH takes loss to Chaminade

Soccer looks to CBC on Saturday
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