
Main Operational Considerations

The following is an executive summary of the plan to be provided for 
Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) as they begin planning for the fall. 

Due to positive containment e�orts in Connecticut, reopening schools in 
person can be successfully achieved based upon current data. Connecticut 
has determined it is appropriate to plan a consistent approach to the 
operating model (schedule), but be prepared to modify plans as necessary. 
Maximizing in-person instructional time after the current period of disruption 
is critical.  However, given the uncertainty planning for reopening months 
from now, schools must be prepared to modify their reopening model to 
support a partial reopening if the public health data changes.

As Connecticut schools plan to reopen, the guidance and considerations outlined 
in this document are grounded in six guiding principles:

1. Safeguarding the health & safety of students and sta�;

2. Allowing all students the opportunity to return into the classrooms full time starting in the fall;

3. Monitoring the school populations and, when necessary, potentially cancelling classes in the future to 
appropriately contain COVID-19 spread; 

4. Emphasizing equity, access, and support to the students and communities who are emerging from this 
 historic disruption; 

5. Fostering strong two-way communication with partners such as families, educators and sta�; and 

6. Factoring into decisions about reopening the challenges to the physical safety and social-emotional 
well-being of our students when they are not in school.

FALL REOPENING MODEL:
LEAs should plan to have all students, in all districts, return to schoolhouses for full-time instruction at the 
beginning of 2020-2021, so long as public health data continues to support this model. This model will be 
supported with more intensive mitigation strategies and specific monitoring, containment and class 
cancellation plans.

We are hearing from our 

students, right here in 

Connecticut that going 

to school 

gives them a reason to 

wake up in the morning.

Cohorting: 
Emphasize grouping students by the same 
class/group of students and teacher (into a cohort) 
so each team functions independently as much as 
possible. Consider this methodology by grade levels.  
Placing students in cohorts is strongly encouraged 
for grades K-8, and encouraged where feasible for 
grades 9-12.

Social Distancing and Facilities: 
Review building space and reconfigure available 
classroom space, such as gymnasiums and 
auditoriums, to maximize social distancing, consistent 
with public health guidelines in place at that time. 

Transportation: 
Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) should plan 
for buses to operate close to capacity with 
heightened health and safety protocols, including 
requiring all students and operators wear face 
coverings. Plans must be developed to activate 
increased social distancing protocols based upon 
community spread. 

Face Coverings: 
All sta� and students will be expected to wear a 
protective face covering or face mask that completely 
covers the nose and mouth when inside the school 
building, except for certain exceptions including 
when teachers are providing instruction. 
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