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TEMPLE CITY HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST 

 
Check each box as you complete and pass each course.  Each space represents one semester of a course and 
carries a 5 unit credit value.  This list is for graduation requirements only, and may not meet college entrance 
requirements.  See the College Admissions Requirements section in this handbook for more information. 
 
To qualify for graduation and to participate in graduation ceremonies, students must meet the following 
requirements within the mandatory 230 credits. 
 
 
English        � � � � � � � � 
(8 semesters / 40 credits)  
 
Social Science        � � � � � �  
(6 semesters / 30 credits)      World History, U. S. History, 

Government & Economics 
 
Mathematics         � � � � 
(4 semesters / 20 credits)      Algebra required 

 
Science         � � � � 
(4 semesters / 20 credits) 1 year of a Life Science and 1 year of a Physical Science, 1 

year must be a lab science* 
 
Visual/Performing Arts  � � 
(2 semesters / 10 credits)  

 
Physical Education       � � � �  
(4 semesters / 20 credits) 
 
Health         � 
(1 semester / 5 credits) 
 
Additional academic courses or electives    � � � � � � � �                                                      
 (15 semesters / 75 credits)       � � � � � � �  
 
Community Service – 100 hours                                      �  
  
* Classes taken through the Adult School Program do not count for lab science credit 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Temple City High School Curriculum Guide is provided for students and parents to relay information 
concerning the comprehensive educational program that is available.  This guide contains specific course 
descriptions, high school graduation requirements, specialized programs, and alternative educational 
opportunities.  Also included are descriptions of academic policies, academic honors, and college admission 
requirements.  Please read all of the information found in this manual carefully before registering for classes.  
Students and parents who have questions should consult their assigned school counselor. 
 
Planning a coordinated four-year high school program is essential.  As students make plans for their school 
program, they will want to consider their individual interests, talents, abilities, and career goals.  To meet 
these individual needs, Temple City High School provides many different programs.  With the guidance of 
parents and staff, students need to identify courses that will help them meet the high school graduation 
requirements as well as their post-high school plans. 
 
This Curriculum Guide is designed to assist in the planning of a well-coordinated high school program that 
utilizes the many resources available to meet individual needs.  We encourage students and parents to 
communicate freely with counselors and high school staff as they plan their high school program. 
 

STUDENT GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPING AN ACADEMIC PLAN 
 
The choices that students make today determine whether or not they are academically prepared and eligible 
for their post-high school plans; whether these plans include a university, community college, trade school, 
entrance into the military, or the world of work. 
 
With some planning, students are able to complete post-high school entrance requirements by taking the right 
courses in high school, securing good grades in these courses, taking the entrance examinations, and 
becoming actively involved in extracurricular activities. 
 
Although the application process for a college or university starts at the beginning of the 12th grade year, the 
sequence of courses taken in high school is very important in the preparation of each student’s educational 
pathway and future career.  It is important to consider all of the items listed below before going through the 
registration process.    
 
1. Read the Curriculum Guide carefully before making course selections. 
2. Review and follow the graduation requirements for Temple City High School. 
3. Determine areas of interest and strength to guide the selection of elective courses and to assist in exploring 

potential professional careers. 
4. Students planning to attend a college or university need to review the entrance requirements listed by the 

school before applying.  
5. Check the course prerequisites. 
6. Use current teachers to assist in the registration process; they know their student’s strengths in the 

classroom and are able to make recommendations in terms of levels of courses to select. 
7. Talk to older brothers, sisters, relatives, and friends to learn from their experiences. 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND REQUIREMENTS 
 

CREDIT 
Credit is earned for grades of “A” through “D” in all courses.  Standard credit is five (5) units for each semester 
course passed.  Two hundred and thirty credits (230) are required to earn the diploma of graduation.  Students 
should endeavor to earn more than the minimum number of credits required for graduation and perform at a level 
above the minimum standards. College preparatory students are expected to complete a full schedule (6 periods) 
each semester for eight semesters in order to meet admission requirements for four-year universities and colleges.   
 
CREDIT MAKE-UP POLICY 
Students who do not pass a class required for graduation may make up the class through summer school or adult 
school programs. Please note that classes taken through the adult school program are not college 
preparatory and do not fulfill university admission requirements. 
 
No credit may be earned for repeating a course when credit was already received except for some advanced 
level electives and Physical Education courses.   
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES AND DROP POLICY 
It is essential that students select classes and alternate choices at the time of pre-registration.  Subsequent changes 
will be made only for reasons that are educationally sound and consistent with the resources of the school.  
Changes will not be made for reasons such as changing teachers or enrolling in a class with a friend.  The deadline 
for student-initiated changes is one week after the class begins in the fall or at the beginning of the spring semester.  
After the final drop date, students may withdraw from a class without credit but shall receive an “F” grade on 
their permanent transcript which is computed in their overall grade point average.  Students dropping at this time 
may not access a new class, and must maintain a minimum of 5 classes while enrolled at Temple City High 
School. 
 
HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT CURRICULUM 
Temple City High School is proud to offer a comprehensive Honors and Advanced Placement (AP) 
curriculum in English, World Languages, Science, Social Studies, Mathematics, Art, Music, Technology and a 
variety of electives. Students enrolling in such classes are demonstrating a willingness to meet the challenges of 
a college level curriculum as directed by the College Board. All AP classes follow a course of study designed to 
prepare students for the AP exams in May. Successful passing of an AP exam may result in applied college 
credit. The curriculum is rigorous and most require five or more additional hours of study per week including 
prior summer work. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING 
This graduation requirement promotes community involvement by having students complete service activities 
with non-profit organizations in the community.  Students must earn a minimum of 100 hours of service credit 
in order to graduate and we recommend completion of 25 hours each school year.  For assistance in securing 
appropriate service opportunities, please contact the Counseling Office at (626) 548-5057.  A list of pre-
approved organizations is also available on the Counseling Department website.  Proof of non-profit status may 
need to be provided if the organization is not on our approved list.  Please see your counselor if you have 
questions about an activity.  Copies of CSL time cards should be kept for personal records and reporting 
purposes.  Time sheets must be submitted by the last day of school in the year in which they were earned.  No 
time sheets will be accepted after that time.    Please be aware that a student’s family member may not 
supervise/sign for his/her community service activities.  Additional information and time cards may be found 
online at: https://tinyurl.com/glev7rj 
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Schedule Policies for Changing/Dropping Courses 
Requests for Teacher Changes or Period changes will not be 
honored. Schedule changes are permitted during the first week 
of the semester according to the guidelines below. Changes 
made after the final drop date may result in an “F” on the final 
transcript. 

 
         1st Semester Drop Procedures 

 
                                

2nd Semester Drop Procedures 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Course Type Options 
Advanced Placement 9-12th: No drops allowed  
Honors Courses 9-12th: No drops allowed 
Year-Long Non-
Honors/AP Academic 
Course for an 
Alternate Course  

9-10th Grade: No changes 
allowed 
11th-12th Grade: Changes 
permitted based on alternate 
course availability. 

Semester course 
change for a different 
semester course 

9-12th: No changes allowed.  

Course Type Options 
Advanced 
Placement/Honors 
Course 

9-12th: Level changes are 
permitted to a Non-Honors/AP 
Course on a case by case basis. 

Semester long 
course for another 
semester long 
course 

9-11th: No Changes allowed  
12th: Changes permitted if an 
alternate course is available. 

Counseling Office/CSL Hours 
Office Hours - 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Dianne Blank, Clerk  
dblank@tcusd.net 
(626) 548-5057 
College & Career Center 
Amy Sisson, Clerk     
asisson@tcusd.net 
(626) 548-5000 x1544 
School Counselors 
Debbie Singh  (A-Cr)   
dsingh@tcusd.net 
Kristen Castro (Cu-Hua)    
kcastro@tcusd.net 
Cary Smith (Huang-Lin)   
csmith@tcusd.net 
Monica Viss (Ling-Po)    
mviss@tcusd.net 
Deanne Sciarrotta (Pr-Val)    
dsciarrotta@tcusd.net 
Maria Ioele (Vam-Z)     
mioele@tcusd.net 
 
 
 
 

Temple City High School Graduation 
Requirements 

• 4 Years English 
• 3 Years Social Science 
• 2 Years Science (Biological and 

Physical) 
• 2 Years Math (Must pass Algebra 

1) 
• 2 Years Physical Education 
• 1 Year Fine Arts 
• Health (Semester) 
• Elective Credit *15 semesters 
• Community Service (100 Hours) 

 
Grades and Credits 
“D” Grades = 5 Credits 
“D” Grades Will Count Toward Graduation 
“D” Grades Will Not Count Toward College 
Admission 
“F” Grades = 0 Credits 
*Students Must Make-Up Failed Courses Required 
for Graduation 
“D/F” Grades Affect Eligibility and Qualifying for 
Future Courses 

Rising “C” Rule 
Applies to Math and World Languages only 
If a “D” grade is earned 1st semester, a “B” grade MUST be 
earned 2nd semester to move onto the next level of Math or 
World Language. 
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Cal State/UC Admission requirements (a-g) 
a) 2 years Social Science 
b) 4 years English 
c) 3 years Math-Alg.1, Geometry, Alg 2 (UC-4 yrs. recom.) 
d) 2 years Lab Science-1 Bio, 1 Phys (UC-3 yrs. recom.) 
e) 2 years Language other than Eng. (same language) 

(UC 3 yrs recom.) 
f) 1 year Visual and Performing Arts 
g) 1 year UC approved elective 
• GPA needed to apply: Cal-State-2.0/UC-3.0 
• “C” grades or higher required in above courses 
• UC requires 11 of the 15 a-g courses to be completed by 

the end of junior year. 
 

Examination Requirements 
Cal States-SAT or ACT (writing portion is not required) 
University of California-SAT or ACT with Writing 
SAT Subject Exams are not required for admission, however, 
some majors may recommend SAT Subject Exams be taken 
in specific subjects. Scores may still be submitted for consideration 
as part of the application. 
 
NCAA Eligibility (Division I & II) 
16 core courses 

• 4 years English 
• 3 years Math (Algebra 1 or higher) 
• 2 years Natural(Life)/Physical Science 

(one year of lab science) 
• 1 additional English, Math, or Natural/Physical Science 
• 2 years Social Science 
• 4 years additional courses (any area above or world language, 

philosophy, or comparative religion) 
 

Ø Earn a minimum GPA of 2.3 in core classes 
Ø Earn an ACT or SAT score that meets the sliding 

scale guidelines (scale on NCAA website) 
Ø Must complete 10 of the 16 core courses by the  

beginning of senior year 
Ø 7 of the 10 courses must be completed in English 

Math, and science. 
 
  If you are struggling in a course, the following services are 

available at TCHS: 
• Teacher Conferences-Students are strongly 

encouraged to work with their teachers to 
improve their grades. 

• RAMS-5th period classes offered every 6 wks. for 
Student Support (attendance taken) 

• Homework Help Center-Monday-Thursday after 
school peer tutoring and support from 3:00-4:00 
in Room 517 

• Khan Academy-www.khanacademy.org: Free 
practice SAT, various instructional course videos. 
 

Resources and Links 
Cal State Applications 
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply 
 
University of California (UC)  
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/
how-to-apply/apply-online/ 
https://home.cccapply.org/ 
 
Community College (CCC Apply) 
https://home.cccapply.org/ 
 
Collegeboard (SAT Exam) 
https://www.collegeboard.org/ 
 
ACT Exam 
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products
-and-services/the-act.html 
 
NCAA 
http://www.ncaa.org/student-
athletes/future/how-register 
 
Common Application 
https://www.commonapp.org/ 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND 
WORKSHOPS 

 
The Counseling department and the 
College & Career Center provide 
additional programs and assistance for 
college/career planning throughout the 
year. Naviance software presentations are 
provided at all grade levels. Additional 
support includes but is not limited to: 
 

v Oh My Essay Workshops 
v Financial Aid Night Part 1,2 
v Junior Parent Night 
v Lunchtime University 

Application Workshops 
v Pasadena City College  
v Grade level post high school 

planning (Naviance lessons) 
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CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP FEDERATION (CSF)         (Advisor – Diane Chang-Ho) 
CSF is an organization in high schools throughout California designed to recognize and honor superior 
scholarship and citizenship.  Membership is by application only and shall neither be automatic nor 
compulsory.  Membership is for the semester following that in which the qualifying grades were earned.  
Students may not apply until spring of sophomore year; students will apply using fall sophomore grades.  
No freshmen grades will be considered.  The student must apply during the application period for each 
semester he/she is eligible.  Retroactive membership will not be granted to any student who has failed to 
avail him/herself of the opportunity to become a member during the application period.  Applications can 
be found in advisor’s classroom or online. 
 
Membership in CSF is open to students who have met the following qualifications: 
 

1. Students must earn a minimum of ten points.  Seven points must be earned from courses identified 
in this guide as CSF I or CSF II using a maximum of 5 courses.  At least four of the seven must be 
earned in courses from CSF I.  The three remaining points may be earned from courses on any of 
the three lists.  See course descriptions for information. 

2. CSF points are calculated as follows: 
• A grade of “A” = 3 CSF points 
• A grade of “B” = 1 CSF point 
• A grade of “C” = 0 CSF points 

One additional CSF point shall be granted for a grade of “A” or “B” in AP or Honors courses up to    
a maximum of two points per semester. A grade of “D” or “F” in any course shall disqualify a 
student from membership for that semester. 

3. Summer school courses cannot be used for semester membership.  
4. No CSF points shall be given for teacher aide, office aide, success coach, physical education, or 

repeated courses. 
 

The requirement for becoming a Life Member or Gold Seal Bearer is as follows: 
• To graduate with a gold cord, a student must be a member of CSF in at least four of the last six 

semesters (grades 10, 11, 12), one of which must be based on senior grades.  
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY (NHS)                (Advisor – Ryan Hoague) 
National Honor Society was founded in 1921 to create an organization that would recognize and encourage 
academic achievement while also developing other characteristics essential to citizens in a democracy.  
These ideals of scholarship, character, service, and leadership remain as relevant today as they were in 
1921.  Applicants may be found on the High School’s website. 
 
Membership in local chapters is an honor bestowed upon a student.  Selection for membership is by a 
faculty committee and is based on outstanding scholarship, character, leadership and service.  Once 
selected, members have the responsibility to continue to demonstrate these qualities.   
 
National bylaws require that NHS members be 10th, 11th, and 12th graders who have been enrolled at the 
school the previous semester. 
 
The Temple City High School chapter of National Honor Society has determined that outstanding 
achievement in the area of scholarship requires a 3.4 GPA in academic classes. No extra points are given 
for AP/Honors courses.   
 
To meet the service requirement, the student must have been active in an area of service to the school or 
community and must have completed all CSL requirements to date.   
 
To graduate with a silver cord, a member must be active for four semesters, one of which must be in the 
senior year.   
 
HONORARY SPEAKER SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
Starting with the class of 2014, students will no longer be ranked. Therefore, there will be no valedictorian 
or salutatorian chosen. 
 
Students who meet the following criteria may apply to become a graduation speaker:  
 

• 3.9 un-weighted cumulative (9-12) academic grade point average – verified using 7th semester 
grades 

• The student is currently a senior and has attended TCHS for a minimum of 3 years (including the 
senior year) 

• Received no “u” in citizenship or work habits on semester grades 
• Involvement in school and community co-curricular activities 
• Maintains a disciplinary record that is in the sole judgment of the committee to be free from major 

transgressions 
• Maintains an attendance record that is in the sole judgment of the committee to be free from 

excessive unexcused absences or tardies 
• Completes a written essay as part of the initial application 
• Agrees to allow their complete academic, attendance and disciplinary records to be reviewed by the 

selection committee 
• Maintains a rigorous academic schedule throughout high school 
• Positive academic progress as demonstrated on grading period 5 progress report 
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Cal-State Admission Requirements 
 
Freshman Admission Requirements for California Residents  
 
Admission offices at the 23 campuses use three factors to determine eligibility. 

Most applicants who are admitted meet the standards in each of the following areas: 

Specific high school courses (referred to as the “a-g” courses) 

Grades in “a-g” courses and test scores 

Graduation from high school 

Many CSU campuses have higher standards for particular majors or for students who live outside the local 
admission area. Because of the number of students who apply, several campuses have higher standards 
(supplementary admission criteria) for all applicants. 

Many CSU campuses use local admission policies for students who graduate or transfer from high schools 
and community colleges that are historically served by a CSU campus in that region.  

FRESHMAN ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT RESIDENTS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

The three factors used to determine the admissibility of nonresident students are the same as those used for 
California residents. 

The primary difference is that the eligibility index (a combination of grades and test scores) is somewhat 
higher. Nonresident students need to complete the same pattern of courses, but need a higher grade point 
average (GPA) and test score combination.  

Please note that California residents receive priority whenever admission space is limited. 

 
High School Course Requirements (“a-g” courses)  
 
The CSU requires a minimum 15-unit pattern of courses for admission as a first-time freshman. Each unit is equal to a year 
of study in a subject area. A grade of C or better is required for each course you use to meet any subject requirement. 

Area      Subject            Years 
a. History and Social Science (including 1 year of U.S. history or 1 semester of U.S. history and 2 

1 semester of civics or American government AND 1 year of social science) 
b. English (4 years of college preparatory English composition and literature)    4 
c. Math (4 years recommended) including Algebra I, Geometer, Algebra II, or higher mathematics      3  

(take one each year) 
d. Laboratory Science (including 1 biological science and 1 physical science)    2 
e. Language Other Than English (2 years of the same language: American Sign Language is  2 

applicable) 
f. Visual and Performing Arts (dance, drama or theater, music, or visual art)    1 
g. College Preparatory Elective (additional year chosen from the University of California “a-g” list) 1 

Total Required Courses           15
   




