Tips for drivers: Every school day 23 million children
ride a big yellow bus. While school buses are one of the
safest modes of transport, there are real risks in getting on
and off and walking to bus stops. The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has offered some tips
to help students, parents, and motorists safe around buses.
1. When backing out of a driveway or leaving a
garage, watch out for children walking or
bicycling to school. Better yet, walk around your
car or out to the sidewalk to check for any
children walking in your path before you get in.
2. Drive slowly and watch for children walking in
the street, especially if there are no sidewalks. Also be aware of children playing or
waiting around bus stops.
3. Be alert and aware on the road. While children are typically taught about looking
both ways, they could dart into the street without looking if they are late or
distracted.
Learn the school bus laws in your state. Yellow flashing lights indicate that the bus is
preparing to stop to pickup or drop off children. Drivers need to slow down and prepare
to stop. Red flashing lights and an extended stop arm signal indicate that the bus is
stopped, and that children are getting on or off. Cars must stop a safe distance away and
not proceed until the red lights stop flashing, the stop sign folds back, and the bus
continues on its way. (Any person convicted of passing a stopped school bus will lose his/her
driving privileges for 3 months and be fined $150. If a motorist is convicted a second or subsequent
time within 5 years of the original conviction, his/her driving privileges will be suspended for one
year and he/she will be fined $500. )

