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WEST HARTFORD continues
to strive to be an attractive and livable
residential community where community members have equitable
access to a variety of options for housing, transportation and
other amenities in a manner that reflects responsible stewardship
of the natural, social, and economic resources necessary for long-

term quality of life for the Town’s current and future residents.







WEST HARTFORD PLAN
OF CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT

WEST
HARTFORD:
A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

“Two things are unlimited: the number of generations we should feel responsible
for and our inventiveness. The first provides us with a challenge: to feed and
provide for not only the present but all future generations from the Earth's finite
flow of natural resources. The second, our inventiveness, may create ideas and
policies that will contribute to meeting that challenge.”

- Jan Tinbergen, 1969 Nobel Laureate in Economics

Sustainable development is commonly
defined as “development that meets the
needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs” ' A
simpler definition of sustainability is long-
term economic, social, and environmental
quality of life. For the Town of West
Hartford, this means that we, the current
residents, are responsible for making sure
that our children and our children’s
children are able live and enjoy life in West Hartford not just ten years from now, but
twenty and fifty years in the future. An overarching principle of this West Hartford Plan
of Conservation and Development is to move our community toward this common goal
of sustainability.

" based on the 1987 report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, “Our Common
Future.”



The residents of West Hartford currently enjoy a high quality of life including an

: T . ) excellent school system,
a wide range of housing
options, outstanding
cultural and recreation
amenities, beautiful
natural areas and open
spaces, and a healthy
economic base. This
high quality of life is the
result of the combined
efforts of the Town
residents, businesses,
and the municipal
government. These
efforts have been guided for the last ten years by the Town’s 1997-2010 Plan of
Conservation and Development.

However, as the first decade of the twenty-first century draws to a close, it is clear that
the world in which we live now is very different from the way it was in 1997:

* Globalization of the economy is putting pressure on local businesses to provide
goods and services at globally competitive prices, competing against areas with
much lower costs of doing business.

* Rising prices — from necessities such as food, fuel and housing to amenities such as
recreation and cultural events — are making it increasingly difficult for some Town
residents to continue to afford to live here.

* Environmental challenges such as global warming, the depletion of natural
resources, massive loss of habitat and species signal a need for new strategies to
manage resources responsibly.

Taken together these are sustainable development challenges. West Hartford needs to be
concerned with these matters, because of the very real threat they present to the
economic, social and environmental health of our community over the long term.
Fortunately, while many of these issues are global in nature, many of the solutions for
creating a sustainable future can be found in local decisions. These local decisions relate
to choices about:

* how and where land is developed

* how people and goods move about the community

* what type of energy is used and how efficiently in our buildings, appliances,
vehicles, and equipment

* how quickly natural resources are consumed and what happens to the waste
products that result

* how we educate our children to care for our environment

* how we work together to solve problems, both within Town and with neighboring
communities in the region



In our role as stewards of the community, we need to ensure that the decisions we make
today will enhance all of West Hartford’s community capital-- natural, social, and built.
West Hartford has already begun to implement significant policies and practices to
develop in a more sustainable fashion. Establishing and implementing policies that will
further the Town’s efforts toward this goal are integral to this plan since the adoption of
sustainable practices is crucial to the continued success and economic viability of the
community as a desirable place to live, work, and enjoy leisure activity throughout one’s
lifetime.

The sections within this Plan address sustainable practices as they relate to each facet of
municipal life, from land use to transportation to housing to economic development to
open space. Policy recommendations which will integrate sustainable practices on many
levels in Town are included at the end of each section. For instance:

* the Transportation section discusses the complete street network and alternative
transportation options

* the Open Space/Conservation section provides environmentally responsible
recommendations for natural resources in Town and recommends property owner
education initiatives

* the Housing section recommends Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) consideration for renovations and new construction

* the Economic Development section recommends mixed use development in certain
districts

* the Land Use section recommends policies that will continue to strengthen and
apply the principles of sustainability, smart growth and New Urbanism

However, there are some critical aspects of sustainable community development that
cannot be neatly categorized into just one of these sections. For example, energy is used
in transportation, housing, and economic development. Land, buildings, and roads are
used for economic activity, but also contribute to the social and cultural well-being of the
community. As a result, some of these aspects are dealt with in more than one chapter in
this Plan. To avoid unnecessary duplication however, an overview of these critical
sustainability issues is offered here.

West Hartford’s greatest sustainability asset is its human and social capital: the people
who live, work, and play here and the organizations, businesses, community groups and
municipal government that together make this a wonderful community. Every day, these
people and organizations make decisions, both individually and collectively, that affect
the long term sustainability of West Hartford. To ensure more sustainable development,
policies are needed to provide sustainability education, outreach, and technical assistance
to the residents, business community, and visitors so that all can be more responsible
stewards of all our community capital.





