
Amphibians:
• have a backbone
• are cold-blooded
• have moist skin with no scales
• have gills for part of its life
• live part of their lives in water and 

part on land
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AMPHIBIANS



Amazing Amphibians
The word “amphibian”means “living in two places." Amphibians 
are cool creatures that spend part of their lives in water and 
part on land. 
All amphibians are born in the water. When they are young, 
they have gills to take oxygen from the water. When they 
grow up, most develop lungs so they can breathe air and live 
on land. However, some amphibians live in the water for their 
whole lives. 
Most amphibians are carnivores with sticky tongues to grab 
their prey. Then they swallow it whole. One of its favorite 
snacks is insects.

All amphibians:
• have a backbone
• are cold-blooded
• have moist skin with no scales
• have gills for a part of its life
• live part of their lives in water and part on land

Amphibians are different from reptiles because they do not 
have any scales. Instead, they have smooth, slimy skin. An 
amphibian's skin is incredibly moist. This allows it to breathe 
through its skin.
Amphibians go through a complete transformation to become 
an adult. This process is called metamorphosis. This process is 
not the same for all amphibians but most species go through 
some sort of metamorphosis. All amphibians start life as an 
egg. Eggs hatch into small fish-like looking creatures with gills 
and long tails. Over the next few months, they grow legs and 
develop lungs. Unlike salamanders, frogs lose their tails.

There are three types of amphibians:
1. Frogs and toads
2. Salamanders and newts
3. Caecilians

Examples:
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Let’s look at each group more closely:
Frogs and toads:
How can you tell the difference between a 
frog and a toad? Frogs and toads look alike. 
The main difference is that toads have 
bumpy skin whereas a frog's skin is smooth. 
Frogs also have long muscular legs that give 
it the power to jump high into the air. Both 
frogs and toads are excellent swimmers.

Salamanders and newts:
Salamanders and newts look like lizards but 
have smooth, slimy skin. Most live in a cool, 
moist forest habitat. Newts live on land but 
return to the water to lay their eggs. Some 
salamanders stay in the water for their 
whole lives.

Caecilians: 
Caecilians look like giant worms. Because 
they live in the water or underground, they 
are rarely seen by people.



Amazing Amphibians
What does the word “amphibian” mean?

How do amphibians breathe in the water?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Name the five characteristics of all amphibians:
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Compare and contrast frogs to toads using the Venn diagram below.

toadsfrogs
both

Tell one fact about salamanders:

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________



N
am

e 
fi

ve
 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

of
 

al
l a

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
:

Te
ll 

on
e 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

fa
ct

 
yo

u 
le

ar
ne

d 
ab

ou
t 

th
em

:

W
ha

t 
do

 a
m
ph

ib
ia

ns
 e

at
?

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

liz
a
rd

ne
w

ts

ca
e
ci

lia
ns

to
a
d
s

tu
rt

le

sa
la

m
a
nd

e
r

in
se

ct
s

d
o
g

Ho
w

 a
re

 a
m

ph
ib

ia
ns

 u
ni

qu
el

y 
di

ff
er

en
t 

fr
om

 e
ve

ry
 o

th
er

 a
ni

m
al

?

A
M

P
H
IB

IA
N

S

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

1. 2
. 3. 4
.

5.
p
e
ng

ui
n

sn
a
ke

s

W
ha

t 
is

 m
et

am
or

ph
os

is
?

fr
o
g
s

e
le

p
ha

nt

All Rights Reserved 2018-Present © Heart 2 Heart Teaching LLC.

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

N
am

e 
of

 y
ou

r 
fa

vo
ri

te
 a

m
ph

ib
ia

n:

Ci
rc

le
 a

ll 
th

e 
am

ph
ib

ia
ns

:



D
ec

id
e 

if
 e

ac
h 

st
at

em
en

t 
be

lo
w

 is
 t

ru
e 

or
 f

al
se

:

1. 
A

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
 s

ta
rt

 li
fe

 a
s 

an
 e

gg
.

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

2
. A

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
 d

o 
no

t 
ha

ve
 a

 
ba

ck
bo

ne
.

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

3.
 A

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
 s

pe
nd

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

ir
 

liv
es

 in
 w

at
er

 a
nd

 p
ar

t 
on

 la
nd

.

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

4
. A

m
ph

ib
ia

ns
 h

av
e 

m
oi

st
 s

m
oo

th
 

sk
in

 w
ith

 n
o 

sc
al

es
.

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

5.
 M

an
y 

ha
ve

 s
tic

ky
 t

on
gu

es
 

to
 c

at
ch

 t
he

ir
 p

re
y.

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
_

All Rights Reserved 2018-Present © Heart 2 Heart Teaching LLC.

amphibiansreptiles
both

Compare and contrast reptiles to amphibians using the Venn Diagram.
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