
  
LCA Foundations of the Modern World 

Summer Assignment 
  
Task  
Students will think like archaeologists by working with pictorial and written information on the artifacts found 
with the “Iceman”, a 5,300-year-old mummy found in the Italian Alps in 1991. Using this evidence, students 
will develop inferences as to whom the Iceman was and what might have happened to him, and then write a 
“newspaper article” on their experiences with Iceman.   
  
Process  
Step 1- Examine the artifacts found below in Figures 7.1 to 7.5 and carefully read the captions.   
(Color photos of these artifacts can also be found on page 4 of your textbook, World History: Patterns of 
Interaction  
http://www.msturnbull.com/uploads/3/8/1/3/38134823/chapter_01_the_peopling_of_the_world.pdf)  
 
Step 2- For each figure, answer the following: What can you infer about the life and death of the Iceman from 
this artifact? Explain the reasons for your inferences.  
  
Step 3- Write a fictional newspaper article that explains who the Iceman was and what happened to him. Place 
yourself in the story, writing as if you were the one who discovered the Iceman or were a scientist examining 
the body and artifacts. Create the story by specifically looking at your inferences from the artifacts.   
  
Step 4- Bring your completed article to the first day of class and be prepared to discuss your inferences.  
  
Rubric  
Your fictional newspaper article should meet the following standards:  
  

Standard  
Five Paragraphs  
  
Effective sentence structure, word choice, tone, grammar, spelling, & punctuation   

Introduction creatively places the student in the story and explains the findings  

More than two artifacts are explained and inferences made about the Iceman’s life and death  

Conclusion sums up and explains the student’s theory as to who the Iceman was and what happened to him.  

  



Reminder  
The purpose of this assignment is to prepare you for the first class by practicing historical thinking. Do not 
worry about getting the “right” answer, writing the “perfect” article, or getting a “good” grade.  Try your best to 
follow the instructions while being free to add your individuality and creativity.   
  
  
  
  
  



  



  



  



  



 


