
 
Dear Middle School Students: 
 
We hope you enjoy your summer holiday and have the opportunity to relax and refresh in 
preparation for a new school year! Be sure to take some time to ensure you are well-
prepared to start school by doing a few simple things over the summer: 
 

• Read widely and often (books, newspapers, magazines, short stories) 
 

• Write (travel or stay-cation journal, postcards, thank you notes, poetry, song lyrics, short 
stories, emails to friends/grandparents/cousins) 

 

• Practice touch keyboarding (without looking); there are lots of online programs to help 
you 

 

• Brush up your math facts and operations. Review packets are available for all MS math 
courses:  Math 5 Review, Math 6 Review, Math 7 Review, Pre-Algebra Review. You 
should do the review packet for the course you completed in 2019/20. 

 

• Take a break from screens 
 
 
We have included some specific assignments that you will need to complete before you 
return in August: 
 

• Fifth Grade Summer Preparation …………………………………………………Pages 2-3 
 

• Sixth through Eighth Grade Required Summer Reading……..……………………Page 4  
 

• Summer Reading Log (Grades 5-8)....………………………...……………………..Page 5 
 

• Recommended Books List—Grades 5-6..........................................................Pages 6-7 
 

• Recommended Books List—Grades 7-8………………………………………....Pages 8-9 
 

• Summer Math Facts Practice…………………………………………………...Pages 10-11 
 

• Math Facts Flash Cards………………………………………………………………Page 12 
 
 
We look forward to seeing you in August. Have a great summer! 
 
Ms. Erickson      Mr. Stover 
Head of Middle School     Middle School Dean of Student Life 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/140yBMWXe0aesSzSkGh3QgZgUlFnomB37?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ik_hUkL8CqaResOF4QAetWfb1Xx7NSHL?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1FXKHHVkS_OBTYe4vvBfMRIwqVN6-Z8jC?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19TCgV_UGn8TciqiMRxRvqWssaDMHqYOG?usp=sharing
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Rising Fifth Graders’ Summer Preparation 
 
 
Math: 
 

• Know the multiplication facts by memory through the 12s. See the instructions and 
tracking sheet at the end of this document, pages 10-11. Suggestions for printing, making 
or purchasing a set of math facts flash cards are found on page 12. 
 

 
Reading: 
 

• Read one or both of the following novels by Katherine Applegate:  
• The One and Only Ivan, which is inspired by a true story, tells the story of how an 

easy-going gorilla living in a shopping center wins his freedom. The book has been 
adapted into a film with a planned August 2020 release date. If you have not read this 
wonderful book, start here.  

• The One and Only Bob is the sequel to the Ivan book and this is your required 
reading if you have previously read The One and Only Ivan. The adventure continues 
in The One and Only Bob, as Bob, Ivan, and Ruby set off to find Bob’s long-lost 
sister.  

 

• Read at least two other books of your choice. A list of recommended books can be found 
at the end of this document, but you may select any books you like. It is not necessary to 
bring these books to school. 
 

• Complete the Summer Reading Log (see page 5). 
     
Language Arts: 
 

• Answer the question on the next page about The One and Only Bob/Ivan. Write your 
answer on the lines provided in a paragraph with complete sentences. 
 

• Each student will have access to a Chromebook at school and keyboarding will be used 
with increasing frequency. As such it is important to develop accuracy in keyboarding, 
with special emphasis on correct finger placement (rather than speed.) There are 
numerous free online keyboarding programs. Some that we like are BBC Dance Mat 
Typing or TypingClub, both of which are free. We can also recommend Nessy Fingers, 
though there is a fee for this program. 
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Name______________________________________________ 

 
 

Rising Fifth Graders’ Summer Preparation 
 
 
The One and Only Bob (or Ivan), by Katherine Applegate 
  
The characters in both books have been transformed through their relationships with others, 
both humans and other animals.  For example, Bob is a scrappy, independent little dog who 
knows how to take care of himself because of the way he was dumped alone in a muddy ditch 
as a pup. Generally, he is distrustful of humans and instead has found his “family” with his 
animal friends. With this in mind, write a paragraph below, answering the question: “How are 
people (and in this case animals) transformed through their relationships with others?” 
Base your answer on either of The One and Only… books, but also consider the people who 
have made an impact on your life. Who are the people who have helped to shape your 
character?  Be sure to use textual evidence in your response by giving specific examples from 
the book(s) about individual characters and their interactions with others. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Summer Reading for Middle School Students entering Grades 6-8  
 

Rising 6th, 7th, and 8th graders are required to read a total of five texts over the summer.  
 

o Read the two books specified in the table below for your grade level. 
o Bring the two books (e-reader or paperback) with you to school in August. 
o Come prepared to discuss and write about the required books within the first 

week of school. 
o Some suggestions for you to reflect upon as you read are listed below, but it is 

not required for you to write a written response to the prompts. 
o Read an additional three books, selected from the recommended book list or others 

according to your interests. (It is not necessary to bring these to school with you.) 
o Keep a record of the books (see log on page 5), which should be signed by you and 

your parents. This will count as your first homework assignment. 
 
 

REQUIRED READING 
 

Rising 6th Graders Rising 7th Graders Rising 8th Graders 
Percy Jackson and The 
Lightning Thief  
by Rick Riordan 

Esperanza Rising 
by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

 

Of Mice and Men  
by John Steinbeck 

Among the Hidden  
by Margaret Peterson 
Haddix 
 

Boy  
by Roald Dahl 
 

Goodnight Mr. Tom  
by Michelle Magorian 
 

 
 
Reflections as or after you read: 
 

1. Initial Understanding. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? You 
might reflect upon characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in the story. 
 

2. Interpretation. Think about one passage from the book that you think indicates an 
important change or realization in the main character from the beginning of the story to 
the end. What do you think causes this change and how does the passage show this 
change? 

 

3. Connection. What does this story say about people or human nature in general? In what 
ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had? Can 
you make connections to other stories you have read or movies, works of art, or 
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television shows you have seen? Think of examples from the book to explain your 
thinking.  
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SUMMER READING LOG – all Middle School students 
 

Name:______________________________________________________Grade:___________ 

 

Title Author Dates Pages Your  
initials 

Parent’s 
initials 
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 8 
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Math Facts Practice 
 
Name:___________________________  Start Date:__________________ 
 
 
Practice your math facts as often as you can. To track your progress, at 
least once a week complete the following steps and record your progress in 
the table on the next page. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Set a timer for 5 minutes. 

2. Using a set of randomly ordered addition flashcards, test your math facts. 

3. Place the ones you get correct in one pile and the ones you get wrong in 

another pile. 

4. Stop when the timer sounds, count the number of correct facts and record 

the number in the chart. 

5. Repeat for each of the other operations (subtraction, multiplication, division). 

6. Set a timer for one more set of facts of your choice to challenge you, maybe 

a mix of operations or choose the type that gives you the most trouble. 

Record that number in the last column. 

 
Extension (optional): 

1. Using squared paper, make a graph that shows your progress from week to 
week. 

2. The y axis (vertical) is the number you got correct. 
3. The x axis (horizontal) is the week number. 
4. Use a different color pencil to plot all 4 operations on the same chart. 

 
If you’re getting faster, your plots will climb each week. If you aren’t getting faster, 
add an extra practice day each week! 
 
 
 
 
Bring your tracking sheet (and graph, if you made one) with you to school 
during the first week and give to your new Fifth Grade teacher! 

  



Math Facts Tracking Sheet              Name:___________________________  Start Date:__________________ 
 
 

Date Number correct 
Addition 

Number correct 
Subtraction 

Number correct 
Multiplication 

Number correct 
Division 

Number correct 
Challenge 

Parent’s 
initials 

               

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 



 13 

 
Math Facts Flash Cards 

 
1. Print a set (using the links below), OR 
2. Make a set (writing the facts out is a good recall exercise in itself), OR 
3. Purchase a set (links to very inexpensive sets on Amazon Prime are below). 

 
 
Printing:  
If you cut horizontally through the entire page, then fold along the vertical dotted line, the answer is on the back for self 
check.  

o Addition 16 pages. 
o Subtraction 16 pages. 
o Multiplication Flashcards 16 pages.  
o Division Flashcards 25 pages.  

 
Purchasing: 

o https://www.amazon.co.uk/Addition-Brighter-Child-Flash-
Cards/dp/0769677118/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3G6EYJDLB5HFT&dchild=1&keywords=addition+flash+cards&qid=15871483
89&sprefix=addition%2Caps%2C141&sr=8-1 

 
o https://www.amazon.co.uk/Subtraction-Brighter-Child-Flash-

Cards/dp/0769677215/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PZSJ6CD7NTY&dchild=1&keywords=subtraction+flash+cards&qid=1587148
436&sprefix=subtraction+flash+cards%2Caps%2C245&sr=8-1 

 
o https://www.amazon.co.uk/Division-Brighter-Child-Flash-

Cards/dp/0769677231/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=maths+facts+flash+cards&qid=1586855493&sr=8-2 
 

o https://www.amazon.co.uk/Multiplication-Brighter-Child-Flash-
Cards/dp/0769677436/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=maths+facts+flash+cards&qid=1586855632&sr=8-3 

 

 

https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/support-files/addition-0-12-horizontal.pdf
https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/support-files/subtraction-0-12-horizontal.pdf
https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/support-files/multiplication-0-12-horizontal.pdf
https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/support-files/division-0-12-horizontal.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Addition-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677118/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3G6EYJDLB5HFT&dchild=1&keywords=addition+flash+cards&qid=1587148389&sprefix=addition,aps,141&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Addition-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677118/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3G6EYJDLB5HFT&dchild=1&keywords=addition+flash+cards&qid=1587148389&sprefix=addition,aps,141&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Addition-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677118/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3G6EYJDLB5HFT&dchild=1&keywords=addition+flash+cards&qid=1587148389&sprefix=addition,aps,141&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Subtraction-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677215/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PZSJ6CD7NTY&dchild=1&keywords=subtraction+flash+cards&qid=1587148436&sprefix=subtraction+flash+cards%2Caps%2C245&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Subtraction-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677215/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PZSJ6CD7NTY&dchild=1&keywords=subtraction+flash+cards&qid=1587148436&sprefix=subtraction+flash+cards%2Caps%2C245&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Subtraction-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677215/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PZSJ6CD7NTY&dchild=1&keywords=subtraction+flash+cards&qid=1587148436&sprefix=subtraction+flash+cards%2Caps%2C245&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Division-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677231/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=maths+facts+flash+cards&qid=1586855493&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Division-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677231/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=maths+facts+flash+cards&qid=1586855493&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Multiplication-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677436/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=maths+facts+flash+cards&qid=1586855632&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Multiplication-Brighter-Child-Flash-Cards/dp/0769677436/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=maths+facts+flash+cards&qid=1586855632&sr=8-3

