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Kindergarten 

 
A Message to Parents/Guardians: 
 
Libertyville School District 70 teachers of students in 
kindergarten-5 utilize a standards-based report card. 
Standards describe what a student should know and be 
able to do at each grade level in all subjects, and in 
behavioral characteristics and work habits that support 
learning. We refer to those as “Characteristics of 
Successful Learning.”  
 
The report card is designed to give you more 
information with regard to how your child is progressing 
in meeting those standards. Identifying standards allow 
teachers and students to set learning goals and 
measure progress from the beginning of the school year 
to the end. The report card was also designed to 
provide consistency from grade to grade and across 
teachers within a grade. 
 
We hope you find this handbook helpful in 
understanding standards-based reporting and 
supporting your efforts to have meaningful 
conversations with your child and child’s teacher 
regarding progress and success at school. 
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Reporting Student Progress for Academics 
 
In Libertyville School District 70, report 
cards are issued three times a year. If 
a child is having difficulty meeting 
established learning standards, a 
progress report may also be sent home 
mid-trimester indicating areas in which 
he or she is experiencing difficulty.  
 
The following performance descriptors 
are used to indicate a student’s 
progress in meeting academic learning 
standards. 
 
Extends 
 
The student consistently demonstrates 
an understanding and application of 
skills and concepts beyond what was 
taught in class. The student may 
benefit from work that is differentiated 
or of greater rigor. 
 
Meets 
 
The student demonstrates consistent 
understanding and application of skills 
and concepts taught in class. The 

student is consistently on target for 
meeting established grade level 
learning standards. 
 
Approaching 
 
The student partially demonstrates 
understanding and application of skills 
and concepts taught in class. The 
student may require more exposure or 
practice to fully demonstrate consistent 
understanding and application. A mark 
of approaching often occurs when a 
new concept or skill is introduced. 
 
Below 
 
The student consistently requires 
assistance to demonstrate 
understanding and/or application of 
skills and concepts taught in class. The 
student may benefit from work that is 
adapted or from differentiated 
instruction in order to demonstrate 
better understanding or application of 
skills and concepts.

 

Reporting Student Progress for Behaviors and Work 
Habits 
 
Teachers also report on behavior and 
work habits that contribute to, or 
impact learning. These are called 
“Characteristics of Successful 
Learners”. The following performance 
descriptors are used to indicate a 
student’s progress in meeting these 
standards. 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Meets 
 
The student meets grade level 
expectations. 
 
Goal for Improvement 
 
The student is not meeting grade level 
expectations and this behavior or work 
habit has been identified as a goal. 
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Discussing Student Progress 
 
Some parents, having grown up with 
letter grades, may at first struggle with 
discussing academic progress and a 
standards-based report card with their 
child. It is helpful to understand that 
teachers routinely discuss learning 
standards with students in the 
classroom and may refer to those 
standards as “I can” statements. When 
teaching a lesson or introducing an 
activity, teachers will identify the 
targeted standard (ie. “Our goal for this 
unit is to add double-digit numbers so 
by the end, you should be able to say, 
I can add double-digit numbers.”)  
 
When prompted, students should be 
able to discuss with their parent(s), 
what their learning goals for the day 
were, goals or standards they have 

met, and goals or standards they are 
working to meet. They should also be 
able to discuss what they need to do in 
order to be able to meet a goal (ie. pay 
attention to the end marks of 
sentences to read more fluently). 
 
When a skill or concept is first 
introduced, it is common that a student 
may not be able to fully demonstrate 
understanding or apply that 
knowledge. It is not unacceptable or 
unexpected for a student to receive a 
mark of “Approaching” on work based 
upon newly introduced skills or 
concepts. While that is part of the 
learning process, the goal over time, is 
for that student to “Meet” that grade-
level learning standard. 

 

 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 
Parent-teacher conferences are just 
one way to develop a strong school-
home relationship. Parent-teacher 
conferences are held mid-way through 
the first trimester, typically in October, 
and again mid-way through the second 
trimester, typically in February. Parent-
teacher conferences are a wonderful 
opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress and learn more about your 
child’s school experience. During this 

time, the teacher will share examples 
of your child’s work, discuss his or her 
progress in meeting standards or 
learning goals, and answer any 
questions you might have. The teacher 
also will suggest ways to support your 
child at home. Don’t hesitate to contact 
your child’s teacher if you have specific 
topics you would like to discuss during 
a conference.  
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Subject Area Standards 
 
The following pages contain skills and concepts within learning 
standards that students should know and be able to do by the end of 
kindergarten. The learning standards are aligned with the Illinois 
Learning Standards and the Common Core Standards for 
English/language arts and mathematics. 

Reading/Language Arts Learning Standards 
 
Literature 
 
Retell a story including naming the characters and where the story happens. 
 
Tell what authors and illustrators do. 
 
Raise my hand to talk about a book we read.  
 
Informational Text 
 
Talk about a nonfiction book with details. 
 
Name the parts of a book (front cover, back cover, title page). 
 
Raise my hand to talk about a nonfiction book. 
 
Foundational Skills 
 
Read words in the right order. (left to right, top to bottom, page to page). 
 
Point out a word in a book. 
 
Name all uppercase letters. 
 
Name all lowercase letters. 
 
Make and recognize rhyming words. 
 
Count and name syllables. 
 
Put sounds together to make a word. 
 
Name the beginning sound in a word. 
 
Name the middle sound in a word. 
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Name the ending sound in a word. 
 
Read words by making letter sounds. 
 
Make both sounds for each vowel. 
 
Read sight words. 
 
Read a Kindergarten book. 
 
Speaking & Listening 
 
Wait my turn when talking with others. 
 
Ask for help when I don’t understand something. 
 
Talk about people, places, and things with details. 
 
Use pictures to add details to my thoughts. 
 
Talk about my feelings and ideas.

Writing 
 
Write and draw about things I like or dislike.   
 
Write and draw about things I know. 
 
Write a story in order.   
 
With help, I can add details to make my writing better. 
 
Read and listen to many books about the same thing and share my opinion about 
them. 
 
Language 
 
Make uppercase letters. 
 
Make lowercase letters. 
 
Use complete sentences. 
 
Capitalize the first word in a sentence. 
 
Tell what a period is and where it goes in a sentence. 
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Tell what a question mark is and where it goes in a sentence. 
 
Spell using the sounds I hear in a word. 
 
Sort objects into categories (e.g. shapes, foods). 
 
Recognize opposites. 
 
Act out action words. 
 
Repeat and use new words I learn. 
 
Mathematics Learning Standards 
 
Counting & Cardinality 
 
Count to 100 by ones and tens. 
 
Count on from a number other than one. 
 
Write numbers 0 to 20 to tell how many. 
 
Count objects by touching each one once. 
 
Tell how many by saying the last number counted. 
 
Tell one more or one less than the number of objects I count. 
 
Count a group of objects up to 20 no matter how they are laid out.   
 
Compare objects in two groups and say which is more, less, or equal. 
 
Compare two written numbers between 1 and 10. 
 
Operations & Algebraic Thinking 
 
Add and subtract numbers and tell how I found my answer. 
 
Solve word problems by adding and subtracting. 
 
Group numbers in different pairs and write the equations. 
 
Add two numbers to make 10 using objects or pictures. 
 
Subtract numbers from 10 using objects or pictures. 
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Say my math facts that equal 5. 
 
Numbers & Operations: Fractions 
 
Not assessed in kindergarten. 
 
Numbers & Operations: Base Ten 
 
Use tens and ones to describe teen numbers (11-19) 
 
Measurement & Data 
 
Measure an object using both length and weight. 
 
Compare two objects and say which is more or less. 
 
Sort objects into groups and count how many is in each group. 
 
Geometry 
 
Find and name shapes around me. 
 
Use words like “above,” “below,” “in front,” “behind,” to show where objects are. 
 
Name shapes. (2-dimensional and 3-dimensional) 
 
Sort “flat” shapes (2-D) and solid shapes (3-D shapes). 
 
Say how shapes are alike and different. 
 
Build and draw shapes. 
 
Combine shapes to make bigger, different shapes. 
 
Social Science Learning Standards 
 
Political Systems 
 
Tell what it means to be a good citizen.   
 
Economics 
 
Identify the jobs of community workers.  
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History 
 
Compare and contrast two historical figures. 
 
Geography 
 
Identify water, land and the United States on a map. 
 
Social Systems 
 
Explain how people are the same and different. 
 
Science Learning Standards 
 
Life Sciences 
 
Identify living and nonliving things. 
 
Sequence the life cycles of living things. 
 
Tell where plants and animals live. 
 
Earth Sciences  
 
Identify weather and seasons. 
 
Physical Sciences  
 
Tell what gives us heat and light. 
 
Space and Technology  
 
Tell what is in a day sky and a night sky. 
 


