I/GCSE Subjects

THE BSJ LEARNER PROFILE
Inquirers

They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to
conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators

and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness,
justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.
Open-minded

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal
histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other
individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range
of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings
of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive

Risk-takes

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage
and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced

They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience.
They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support
their learning and personal development.

IGCSE English

Summary
First Language English
Cambridge IGCSE First Language
English learners develop the ability to
communicate clearly, accurately and
effectively in both speech and writing.
They learn how to employ a wide-ranging
vocabulary, use correct grammar, spelling
and punctuation, and develop a personal
style and an awareness of the audience
being addressed.
Learners are also encouraged to read
widely, both for their own enjoyment
and to further their awareness of the
ways in which English can be used.
Cambridge IGCSE First Language English
also develops more general analysis and
communication skills such as synthesis,
inference, and the ability to order facts
and present opinions effectively.
English Literature
The literature course enables learners
to read, interpret and evaluate texts
through the study of literature in English.
Learners develop an understanding of
literal meaning, relevant contexts and
of the deeper themes or attitudes that
may be expressed. Through their studies,
they learn to recognise and appreciate
the ways in which writers use English to
achieve a range of effects, and will be able
to present an informed, personal response
to the material they have studied.

The syllabus also encourages the
exploration of wider and universal issues,
promoting learners’ better understanding
of themselves and of the world around
them.

Syllabus Overview
Exam Board: Cambridge
IGCSE First Language English (0500)
This is a two year course where teachers
encourage students to develop their
reading and writing skills. Students
explore a number of writing styles and
develop their ability to retrieve, analyse,
infer, deduce and summarise information
from a non-fiction text.
IGCSE Literature (0475)
The themes are: War, Parent Child
Relationships, Love, Identity and Death.
This is a two year course and we use an
inquiry based approach to prepare for
the questions that they will face during
the final examinations. Over the course
of two years, we study a novel, a play
and fifteen poems. A list of the texts that
may be studied can be found on the
Cambridge website: www.cie.org.uk in
the Literature subject guide.

Assessment Overview
Cambridge International IGCSE Language (0500, Extended)
Paper 2 Examination (50%):
Reading Passages 2 hours/ 3 questions.

Coursework (50%) 3 Assignments
(500-800 words):
Assignment 1: Descriptive.
Assignment 2: Narrative.
Assignment 3: Respond to a Text.

Cambridge International IGCSE Literature (0475)
Examination 1 (50%): Poetry,
and Prose.
1 question on Poetry, 1 on
Prose.
1 hour 30 minutes.

Examination 2 (25%): Drama
(Open text).
1 question on 1 text.
45 minutes.

Examination 3 (25%): Unseen
Poetry/Prose.
1 question from a choice of 2.
1 hour 15 minutes.

Double and Triple Award
Science

Summary
The BSJ Science faculty offers two
pathways of study for students in
Key Stage Four. The courses follow
the Edexcel IGCSE specification and
are assessed through examinations
externally by Edexcel at the end of Year
11. The courses are experimental based
and encourage student inquiry. Final
assessment of knowledge, understanding
and experimental skills are all carried out
through written examination.
The key similarities and differences
between the two pathways are presented
below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Both courses study Physics,
Chemistry and Biology as separate
disciplines.
Students are taught by a subject
specialist in each discipline.
Both courses allocate 15 lessons per
fortnight to students (5 Bio, 5 Chem,
5 Physics)
Both courses cover the same core
content.
The Triple Award route covers
additional material within the same
core units.
Double Award Science students will
achieve 2 IGCSE grades in Science.
e.g Science Dual Award 9-9, Science
Dual Award 7-6.
Triple Award students will achieve
3 IGCSE grades one in each subject
e.g. Biology 9, Chemistry 8, Physics
7.

Making the choice
The Triple Award option would suit
students with a strong interest in the
sciences, looking for a challenging
course and considering science based
university courses or careers (e.g.
medicine, engineering). The course
selected should not influence either
IB choices or university applications as
good grades in either route would be the
key requirement rather than the course
studied. However it would be beneficial
for students considering studying science
at higher level at IB to gain access to the
supplementary material.

Syllabus Overview
Biology
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Unit 1 - The Nature & Variety of Living
Organisms.
Unit 2 - Animal Physiology.
Unit 3 - Plant Physiology.
Unit 4 - Ecology & The Environment.
Unit 5 - Variation & Selection.
Unit 6 - Use of Biological Resources.

Chemistry
1.
2.
3.
4.

Principles of Chemistry.
Inorganic Chemistry.
Physical Chemistry.
Organic Chemistry.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Forces and motion.
Electricity.
Waves.
Energy resources and energy transfer.
Solids, liquids and gases.
Magnetism and electromagnetism.
Radioactivity and particles.
Astrophysics.

Physics

Assessment Overview
Biology Paper 1
Untiered

Biology Paper 2
Untiered

International GCSE in Biology

Chemistry Paper
1 Untiered

Chemistry Paper
2 Untiered

International GCSE in Chemistry

Physics Paper 1
Untiered

Physics Paper 2
Untiered

International GCSE in Physics

International
GCSE in Science
(Double Award)

Interests and Skills
Biology
•
•
•
•

An interest in the living
world?
An interest in why we are
the way we are?
An interest in biological
molecules?
An interest in explaining
behaviour?

Chemistry
•
•
•

How is our understanding
of the smallest particles
changing?
What is it about chemicals
that make them work the
way we want them to?
Can you analyse data to
see true patterns and
explain anomalies?

Physics
•

•

•

An interest in
understanding the
fundamental forces of the
universe?
An ability to model
scientific phenomena
mathematically and
descriptively.
Strong experimental and
data analysis skills.

IGCSE Mathematics

Summary

Syllabus Overview

The aims of this course are for students
to:
•
Develop a foundation of
mathematical skills and apply them
to other subjects and to the real
world.
•
Develop methods of problem
solving.
•
Interpret mathematical results and
understand their significance.
•
Develop patience and persistence in
solving problems.
•
Develop a positive attitude towards
mathematics which encourages
enjoyment, fosters confidence
and promotes enquiry and further
learning.
•
Appreciate the beauty and power of
mathematics.
•
Appreciate the difference between
mathematical proof and pattern
spotting.
•
Appreciate the interdependence of
different branches of mathematics
and the links with other disciplines.
•
Appreciate the international aspect
of mathematics, its cultural and
historical significance and its role in
the real world.
•
Read mathematics and
communicate the subject in a
variety of ways.

All students will study the Edexcel
International Mathematics course.
The five topic areas which are studied
are: Number, Algebra, Shape and Space,
Handling Data, Investigation and
Modelling. Specific details are available
in the syllabus outline which can be
found online. The topics are revisited in a
spiral manner, with each visit there is an
increased level of sophistication.

Assessment Overview
Most students will sit the Higher Tier
Mathematics examination however
some students may choose to sit the
Foundation Level examination.
Both courses are assessed via two
calculator allowed examination papers
which are both 2 hours long.

Additional Mathematics

Summary
The Additional Mathematics syllabus is
intended for high ability candidates who
are likely to achieve, Grade 8 or 9, in the
Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics examination.
Successful Cambridge IGCSE Additional
Mathematics candidates gain lifelong
skills, including:
•
The further development of
mathematical
concepts
and
principles
•
The extension of mathematical skills
and their use in more advanced
techniques
•
An ability to solve problems, present
solutions logically and interpret
results
•
A solid foundation for further study.
Successful completion of this course will
provide students with the prerequisite
knowledge and skills to study Higher
Level Mathematics in the IB Diploma
Programme.

Syllabus Overview
Students will study the following topics:
1. Equations, inequalities an graphs
2. Functions
3. Quadratic Functions
4. Indices and Surds
5. Factors of Polynomials
6. Simultaneous Equations
7. Logarithmic and Exponential
Functions

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Straight Line Graphs
Circular Measure
Trigonometry
Permutations and Combinations
Series
Vectors in 2 Dimensions
Differentiation and Integration

Additional information about syllabus
content can be found at:
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/
images/414438-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Assessment Overview
The Additional Mathematics exam will
consist of 2 papers both requiring a
calculator and both 2 hours in length.
This paper will only be taken by those
students expected to attain an 8/9* in the
IGCSE International Mathematics exam.

Interests and Skills
Essential
Perceive, visualize, and generalize numeric and non-numeric patterns and relationships.
Reason analytically, deductively, and inductively.
Think logically and symbolically about quantitative, spatial, and abstract relationships
Grasp mathematical concepts and strategies quickly, with good retention, and to relate mathematical
concepts within and across content areas and real-life situations.
Solve problems with multiple and/or alternative solutions.
Take risks with mathematical concepts and strategies and show resilience when faced with
challenging and unfamiliar problems.
Apply a more extensive and in-depth knowledge of a variety of major mathematical topics.

GCSE Dance
“Dance is the only art of which we ourselves are the stuff of which it is made.”
Ted Shawn

Summary
Contemporary Dance is an art form that
teaches you about who you are and
what you can achieve; both physically, by
making you stronger and more supple,
but also by synthesizing your own ideas
and making them come alive. It helps
you understand the world around you
and make sense of the abstract. It opens
you up to being able to create using a
physical language and interpret others’
concepts and visions. Dance appreciation
is similar to English Literature, but you are
interpreting and understanding a physical
language instead of a written one.

Syllabus Overview
Exam Board: AQA
Component 1:
Performance and Choreography
What’s assessed?
Performance
• Set phrases through two solo
performances (approximately 1 minute
in duration).
• Duet/trio performance (3 minutes).
Choreography (creating dance)
• Solo or group choreography - a solo (two
to two and a half minutes) or a group
dance for two to five dancers (three to
three and a half minutes).
How it’s assessed?
Internally marked (by the teacher) and
externally moderated (sent away to the
exam board).
Performance
•
30% of GCSE
•
40 marks
Choreography
•
30% of GCSE
•
40 marks

Component 2:
Dance Appreciation
What’s assessed?
•
Knowledge and understanding
of choreographic processes and
performance skills.
•
Critical appreciation of own
work.
•
Critical appreciation of
professional works.
How it’s assessed
•
40% of GCSE.
•
Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes.
•
80 marks.
Questions are based on students’
own practice in performance and
choreography and the GCSE Dance
Anthology of 6 professional works.
As students need to develop their
critical thinking skills, there will be
a requirement that students watch
performances online and attend
dance performances outside of school.
This may involve performances here
in Jakarta but is more likely to mean
a weekend trip to Singapore to take
part in workshops and to watch live,
professional performances. There
will be an extra cost should this take
place.

Course Pathway
People who have studied dance most
obviously go on to careers in the
performing arts as performers, critics,
choreographers and teachers. However,
the skills that you learn from studying
dance are diverse and very transferable
into academic careers at the highest level:
skills such as creative problem solving
and developing a tenacity to strive for
perfection; the acceptance that success
is hard earned and that performing under
pressure is crucial to success; decision

making, independent learning, reflection
and leadership skills also feature heavily
in the dance curriculum.

The Department
You will be taught by a contemporary
dance specialist who has a passion for
dance and for helping you to develop the
best in yourself. Expect to be worked hard
both physically and mentally, in return
you will be provided with experiences
and opportunities to explore and to grow
as a performer, choreographer and critic.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

A keen interest in
Dance.

Previous experience
of Ballet or
Contemporary
Dance.

Confidence to
perform to an
audience.

Have some previous
experience of
performing.

Ability to articulate
thoughts and
opinions.

Good physical
skills - coordination,
strength, stamina,
flexibility, posture.

IGCSE Drama
“I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art forms, the most immediate way in which a human being can
share with another the sense of what it is to be human.”
Oscar Wilde

Summary
IGCSE Drama is a course about
understanding what it means to be
human. You will become skilled observers,
listeners, thinkers, problem-solvers and
performers. For many students, it is a
transformative course that changes and
develops the way students think about
themselves and the world around them.
Yes, you will learn about the magic of
theatre-making, which is story-telling in
is most immediate, alive and imaginative
form; you will explore devising,
interpreting script, acting, directing and
designing with all the fun that comes
with learning about performing and
production elements like lighting and
sound design, costumes and set; you will
have numerous opportunities to discover
what you are really capable of as a young
theatre-maker. But it is also possibly
the best course you could take to build
confidence and skills of collaboration and
resilience. In no other course will you have
to work so closely with your colleagues to
create work of considerable artistic merit
to performance level in an environment
where you are both supported and
challenged by your teacher. This shapes
the way you learn to work with other

people and teaches you to reflect
upon your own development and your
strengths as a leader and team-member.

Syllabus Overview
Exam Board: Cambridge
In this course we study both scripted work
and learn to devise original work from
stimulus material. You will get to perform
in groups (of 2-6) and on your own. You
will learn to analyse plays and consider
them from the perspective of director,
performer and designer.
Performance
Coursework (60%)

Written Exam
(40%)

• Scripted group
scene (10-20 mins).
• Scripted
monologue (3
mins).
• Devised group
piece (10-20 mins).

• Play study through
practical work.
• Devised group
piece (15 mins).

You actually get to
perform 4-5 times
and choose your best
3 performances to
submit.

Both of these
practical explorations
and performances
are then reflected on
and evaluated in the
written exam.
(2hrs 30mins)

Course Pathway
You do not have to be an aspiring actor,
theatre-maker or designer to take this
course - although you will learn a lot
about these pathways and we hope that
many of you will be inspired to pursue a

career in the arts. Taking drama will also:
•
Build your confidence as a
communicator in both private and
public situations.
•
Help you understand yourself and
other people.
•
Contribute to your success in any
career where you need to work with
people.
Lawyers, entrepreneurs, CEOs, teachers,
doctors, journalists, psychologists, animators,
advertisers, writers and anybody who needs
to tell a story, sell a story or learn to listen with
all senses would benefit from taking drama.

The Department
Our drama specialists are driven,
passionate
theatre-makers,
human
observers and teachers who will inspire,
challenge, support, direct and guide you
through a course that will truly transform
your confidence, imagination and
understanding of what it means to be a
human being - if you open up your mind
and embrace the opportunities presented
to you. We love our jobs and we love
working hard with students who choose to
pursue this extraordinary subject. Should
that be you, please make sure you’re willing
to work with the same energy, drive and
creativity as the rest of us in this wonderous
department! We have high expectations of
what student drama can be and we will
give you the skills, confidence and tools to
make work you never imagined. You will
get to work with other students who love
the subject, which sets a whole new tone
for learning and frees us to create with likeminded souls.
We have exceptional facilities and a
dedicated team of theatre technicians to
support all your creative work. We have
world class lighting, sound and special
effects equipment and we encourage
students to explore the full scope of how
production elements can transform their

work.
We arrange a number of theatre trips,
visiting artists and theatre company visits
to extend students’ learning beyond our
own practices and styles.
We are dedicated lifelong learners
and regularly undertake training and
watch professional theatre to refresh,
reinvigorate and deepen our approaches
to theatre-making and the teaching of
drama.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

Willing to rehearse
outside lesson times
- we work hard and
so will you (but it’s
essential that you
see this kind of
work as fun. If you
dread rehearsals,
this course is not for
you).

A risk-taker - must
want to try to do
things in an original
way.

Collaborative and
reliable - will work
in groups under
pressure.

Self-reflective - must
be willing to review
own work and
learn to develop it
independently.

(At least some)
Confidence to
perform - we will
develop this but you
have to be willing to
take the first step.

Resilient - must be
willing to listen to
critical feedback and
adapt.

Creative - in terms
of story-telling and
problem-solving.

Articulate - helps
enormously if you
write well and/or
are able to express
yourself effectively.

Weekend Rehearsals: Drama students
are supported and required to attend
2 weekend rehearsals in Year 10 and 2
weekend rehearsals in Year 11.

GCSE Music
“The advice I am giving always to all my students is above all to study the music profoundly... music is like the
ocean, and the instruments are little or bigger islands, very beautiful for the flowers and trees.”
Andres Segovia

Summary
Studying music is an opportunity
to develop yourself, to share your
knowledge, to try new things, to turn
work into play and play into work. It’s your
opportunity to be musically creative and
to find and make your own inspiration.
Through music, you can learn to express
yourself and learn to express the music
of others. We do this for the love of our
music, for the love of being creative and
for the love of our own cultures and those
of others. As musicians, we have the
need to share and express ourselves. We
develop an understanding of who we are
through a development of the musical
skills that we possess.
But what else do we gain? There is plenty
of science to show that music fires the
synaptic nerves in our brains, it links our
two brain hemispheres together and
therefore develops the way that we think.
Scientists have used fMRI (functional
Magnetic Resonance Imaging) to identify
how the brain reacts and works when
engaged in musical activities. They have
learnt that development of a new skill
creates a new, specific neural network
in the brain. The rehearsal of this new
network enables it to become a skill which
is remembered and executed well (Araque
and Navarrete; Wake, Lee, and Fields).
Continued research has shown that music
trains the brain to search for areas of error,
maintain focus (and avoid frustration),
and then find ways to fix the errors. The
development of musical skills is therefore

focused on process and on improving
skills by creating and strengthening those
synaptic networks. Music also fires the
amygdala, the emotional centre of the
brain and so all music helps us to feel, to
experience and to control emotion. Music
requires discipline and a strong sense of
purpose if we are to do well in the subject.
If we focus, music gives us a sense of
development and of where we fit into the
world.
And the course? Well the GCSE music
course encourages you to do all of this
and more. We guide you to explore new
styles and types of musics, to develop
your musical tastes and catering for all
students’ interests. We compose, perform,
listen and discuss. We encourage you
to learn new skills and to be able to
use these skills in your composition
and performance work. We help you
to consider how ‘international’ or how
‘regionalised’ music is. We challenge
you to develop your musical ear and to
express yourself in a musical way.

Syllabus Overview
(Edexcel)
You will study four different areas of
music and you will be assessed on your
compositions, performances, and your
ability to listen and appraise the music
that you hear.
Composing is worth 30% of the course
and, having developed skills over the first
year, two compositions will be created in
Year 11 which will be sent to the examiner.
Performance is worth 30% and consists of
one solo and one ensemble performance.
Throughout the course you will have
instrumental lessons, develop your skills
and both work and perform with others.
The final two pieces will be recorded in
Year 11.
The listening exam is worth 40% and there
are four areas of study with eight pieces
of music to learn. There are also general
music questions and a comparison
questions in the paper. We spend the
two years learning and building skills to
prepare you for this exam.
The best results are gained by students
who already learn an instrument (and
don’t forget that voice is an instrument!)
and who enjoy experimenting musically.
The course covers a variety of different
styles and so all musicians are welcome. If
you wish to take the course and you don’t
currently have lessons on an instrument,
you should start taking lessons in
preparation for the course.

Course Pathway
If you are looking for a career in the
performing arts, it is the first step and it
can also lead you on to study music at
IB level. The variety of styles and genres
studied balance very well to this end.

IB music is a requirement to study music
at university level and a high proficiency
on a musical instrument is also a necessity.
Students then go on to a variety of different
careers. Musical careers now include
not just performance and composition
but also many pathways in working
with music and technology. A sample of
some potential careers include working
in the music industry, public relations,
advertising, radio, tv, music journalism,
the recording industry and many more.

The Department
You will be taught by a team of specialists
who have a passion for music and for
helping you to develop the best in
yourself. The faculty will provide you with
experiences and opportunities to explore
and to grow as a musician.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

Able to play a
musical instrument
or sing (and
continue to have
individual lessons).

Some knowledge of
music theory.

Ability to work with
others.

Enjoy experimenting
with creating
musical ideas.

Open to listening
and learning about
a variety of different
musical genres.

Ability to read music.

Willingness to try
new things.

Interest in using
music computer
programmes.
Confidence to
perform.

GCSE Food Preparation
and Nutrition

Summary
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition is an
exciting student-focused, interdisciplinary
subject with lots of practical work. The
course is both academically and creatively
demanding and provides the opportunity
for students to develop both creative
and critical scientific thinking skills. Food
preparation skills integrate into the five
sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Food, nutrition and health.
Food science.
Food safety.
Food choice.
Food provenance.

Many of the skills developed provide
students with a platform of transferable
skills. These include:
•
Problem solving.
•
Evaluating food products.
•
Psychology in food choice.
•
Environment and sustainability.
•
Scientific experiments.
•
IT skills with digital portfolios.
•
Team building/working.
•
Increased self-confidence.

Assessment Criteria
Essential
Exam - 50%

Desirable
1 hour 45 mins
100 marks

NEA 1 - 15%

•

20 marks
multiple choice

•

80 marks
questions on
the 5 topics

10 hours
2000 words
•

NEA 2 - 35%

Scientific
experiments
based on a
given recipe

20 hours
20 pages
•

Designing and
making a three
course meal
in three hours
for a given the
special diet,
age group or
geographical
region.

Course Pathways

The Department

The multidisciplinary nature of Food
Preparation and Nutrition combines well
with a number of subjects including
Biology, Chemistry, Geography, Business
Studies, Design Technology and Physical
Education.

You will be taught by a team of well
qualified teachers with a passion for their
subject. The team has a wide blend of
experience both academically and within
industry. We have designed a programme
which is both engaging and academically
challenging. A highly equipped food
preparation area with a full range of
kitchen facilities and culinary equipment
will provide the perfect platform to
develop culinary, creative and scientific
skills.

Numerous career opportunities exist in
Food Science and Technology, Nutritional
Science and Dietetics, Medicine, Teaching,
Public and Environmental Health, Sports
Science and Diet, Consumer Protection,
and Food Retail, Design, Marketing and
Manufacture.

Interest and skills
You need to be interested in food, love
interesting presentation methods and
inquisitive to understand the science
behind the reactions.

IGCSE Fine Art

Summary
The Edexcel IGCSE in Art and Design
enables students to develop:
•
Creative and imaginative skills,
and the practical skills for
communicating and expressing
ideas, feelings and meanings in art,
craft and design.
•
Investigative, analytical,
experimental and interpretive
capabilities, aesthetic understanding
and critical skills.
•
Understanding of codes and
conventions of art, craft and design
and awareness of the contexts in
which they operate.
•
Knowledge and understanding
of art, craft and design in
contemporary society and in other
times and cultures.

Syllabus Overview
Year 10
Introduction project - Portraits
•
Drawing from primary sources
•
Experimenting with dry media,
printmaking and painting
•
Researching artists
•
Painting
Personal Portfolio - Structures
•
Drawing from observation.
•
Experimenting with dry media,
printmaking and painting.
•
Researching artists and
experimenting with their
techniques.
•
Final piece.

Year 11
Personal Portfolio
•
Completion of 3 portfolio boards
•
Mock exam - 2x 5 hour sessions
(during the school day) to complete
a sustained piece.
•
Skills revision
Externally Set Assignment (Exam)
Your final exam is produced in 11 school
weeks plus exam time. This would take
place in Term 2 of Year 11. The exam
board sets the theme and it is different
every year. The preparation will be done
in normal lesson time plus homework.
The final piece is produced under exam
conditions in the Art Studios over a ten
hour period. Both the preparation and the
exam piece are equally important and are
assessed together.

Assessment Overview
This course has two components: 50%
coursework and 50% exam. Component
one is called the Personal Portfolio
and Component 2 is the Externally Set
Assignment.
Students will start their Personal Portfolio
project in the second half of Year 10,
continuing up until December of Year
11. They will then start the Externally Set
Assignment in January of Year 11 until the
end of the course.
Both components will give the students
the opportunity to:
•
Develop and explore ideas.
•
Research primary and contextual
sources.

•
•

Experiment with media, materials,
techniques and processes.
Present personal response(s) to the
externally-set theme.

For both components they must submit:
•
Three sheets of supporting studies
(maximum size A2 for each sheet).
•
One sheet of final outcome/s
(maximum size A2).

Course Pathway
Students who have studied a Fine Art
course can go into many fields. Initially
they would be able to take the IB Visual
Arts course, but then go on to University
to study a range of different courses. These
can range from Fine Art, to Illustration, to
Architecture.
Studying a Fine Art course gives students
many skills that can be used on other
career paths, as they will be challenged
with imaginative ideas and will need to
have a creative mind to do the course.
Creativity, in today’s ever changing job
landscape is an extremely valuable skill
to have.

The Department
The department has two full-time Art
specialists. Who are supported by two
excellent technicians. There are great
facilities within two rooms, that have
equipment and resources to facilitate
the teaching of a wide range of drawing,
painting and print techniques. We operate
an open door policy, whereby students
can use these facilities during lunch time
and after school.
The department will provide students
with the experiences and opportunities
to grow as an Artist.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

Responding to a
brief.

Good at drawing
and painting.

Willing to
experiment with a
range of media and
ideas.

Enjoys Art.

Interested in Art and
Design.
Dedicated.

Computer Science GCSE

environment, including ethical, legal
and ownership issues

Summary
GCSE Computer Science is a demanding
course that helps students develop
programming skills and apply them in real
world scenarios. Students do not need to
have prior programming experience but
should have a passion for problem solving
and a strong desire to take challenges.
Programming is taught using Python, a
programming language used by Google
and NASA, and by the time students finish
Year 11 they should be able to construct
simple software which runs on any
computer and therefore will be prepared
to begin IB Diploma Computer Science
should they choose to do so.
The qualification aims to teach students
to apply the following transferable skills:
•

Understand and apply computational
thinking that includes knowing
algorithms, ability to follow them,
amend, write and test algorithms,
and construct truth tables.

•

Understand how data in computers
is stored using binary and
compression.

•

Understand and know about various
hardware and software along with
different programming languages.

•

Understand computer networks and
network security.

•

Develop an awareness of emerging
trends in computing technologies
and the impact of computing
on individuals, society and the

•

Understand how to decompose and
analyse problems; ability to read,
write, refine and evaluate programs

Syllabus Overview
The entire syllabus is divided into following
6 units:
Topic 1: Computational thinking
Topic 2: Data
Topic 3: Computers
Topic 4: Networks
Topic 5: Issues and impact
Topic 6: Problem-solving with
programming
Around 60-70 percent of the syllabus is
covered in Year 10 and remaining in Year
11.

Assessment Overview

students to understand and apply them
more appropriately in real-life scenarios.

Assessment for the Computer Science
course involves 2 examinations. The
details of each component are as follows :

Further details of the GCSE Computer
Science Syllabus can be found at :

Paper 1: Principles of Computer Science
•

Written exam of 1 hour 30 minutes
duration.

•

50% of the qualification.

Paper 2: Application of Computational
Thinking
•

Onscreen (practical) exam of 2 hour
duration.

•

50% of the qualification.

The theoretical components of the syllabus
are covered alongside the programming
part. There is always a balance between
theory and programming during the
course. There is a greater focus on helping
students develop programming skills at
the beginning of the course. Therefore,
the programming fundamentals and
skills are covered slowly and steadily in
Term 1 and Term 2 of Year 10 to allow

https://qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/
computer-science-2020.html

The Department
The department is resourced with enough
printed and online resources to help
students understand theoretical topics
and learn programming skills. There are
a range of resources available including
textbook, presentations, worksheets and
online tutorials to help students develop
their learning. The department’s page on
Firefly is a one page destination for all the
resources and learning collaboration. We
have designed a programme which is both
engaging and academically challenging.
Students are taught by an experienced
team of teachers who have taught the
course for more than a decade and are
recognised as experienced practitioners.
Historically, 50-80 % students of past 2
cohorts have scored 7 (A) or above in the
final exams.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

An aptitude for
problem-solving.

An exposure to
a programming
language such as
Python, C, C++ or
Java.

Ability to be an
independent
learner and take
responsibility of own
learning.

Mathematical
skills relevant to
computer science.

Course Pathway
Computer Science enables the students
to understand how computer programs
are created in the real world and because
IT is involved in most fields it will help them
to understand and gauge the amount of
effort required to make improvements to
any technology. Computational Thinking
which is a well-established and respected
academic area, can only be developed
alongside a knowledge of programming
and experience writing programs to solve
problems. Students will see technology
for what it actually is instead of it being
a mystery. The problem solving skills
help students in dealing with day to day
problems and are often a prerequisite in
almost every field.
Computer Science is a separate university
specialist degree, but is also incorporated
into many different other degree courses
from Science to Digital Media. Computers
play an increasingly important role in the
lives of young people and knowledge of
Computer Science will transform them
from simple users to critical thinkers in
this field.

IGCSE Design and
Technology

Summary
IGCSE Design and Technology is a studentfocused, interdisciplinary subject. The
course is both academically and creatively
demanding and provides the opportunity
for students to develop both creative
and critical thinking skills. Through a
range of carefully planned activities,
students learn to work independently
and collaboratively to apply knowledge
and understanding to a variety of design
situations. Many of the skills developed
through design and technology, provide
students with a platform of transferable
skills much sought after in many other
disciplines and can be utilised to enhance
other aspects of a student’s education,
working and personal life.
These transferable skills include:
• Problem analysis.
• Creative problem solving (thinking
outside the box).
• Evaluating products/systems/
environments/performance.
• Visual/verbal communication.
• Project management.
• Psychology issues.
• Social issues.
• Environmental issues.
• Aesthetics increased discernment and
perceptivity.
• Team building/working.
• Leadership skills.
• Increased self-confidence.

Syllabus Overview
Exam Board: CIE
Assessment for the Design and
Technology course involves both an
Examination (50%) and a Controlled
Assessment (50%). The theoretical aspect
of the programme is generally covered
in Terms One and Two in Year 10. The
Controlled Assessment usually starts at
Easter in Year 10 and should be completed
by the end of December in Year 11. The
Controlled Assessment requires students
to design and manufacture their own
product in line with predetermined
criteria set by the examination board. The
assessed outcome will be in the form of a
high quality manufactured product and a
design folder (portfolio). This element of
the course is assessed internally and then
externally moderated. The content of the
syllabus covers all aspects of the design
and make cycle. These include: Product
Innovation, Form and Function, Design
Ethics, Materials and Material Properties,
Manufacturing Processes, Green Design
and Sustainability, Life Cycle Analysis,
Circular Economy, Freehand Sketching
and Technical Drawing , Computer
Aided Design (CAD) Computer Aided
Manufacturing (CAM), Rapid Prototyping
and 3D Printing, Ergonomics and
Anthropometrics, Modeling, Product
Analysis and Product Disassembly,
Product Testing and Evaluation.

Course Pathway

The Department

The multidisciplinary nature of Design
and Technology ideally positions it to
straddle the boundaries between Art
and the Sciences. Design and Technology
in conjunction with Mathematics and
Physics are sought after subjects by
Universities and employers in a rapidly
changing world, where there is an
ever increasing demand for Scientists,
Engineers and Designers.
However,
there are many other degrees and career
pathways where Design and Technology
is a desirable subject to acquire. These
include, Product Design, Fashion Design,
Interior Design, Architecture, Dentistry,
Medicine and many other fields Science,
Technology and Engineering.

You will be taught by a team of well
qualified teachers with a passion for their
subject. The team has a wide blend of
experience both academically and within
industry. We have designed a programme
which is both engaging and academically
challenging. A highly equipped workshop
with the latest CAD/CAM, Laser Cutters,
CNC Lathes, 4D Milling Machines and 3D
Printers will provide the perfect platform
for you to develop both creative and
technical skills.

Interests and Skills
Essential
Self Motivated.
Creative.
Determined.
Risk-Taker.

IGCSE Economics

Summary

Syllabus Overview

Economics is fundamentally about how
we make best use of the earth’s scarce
resources. In the course students will:
• Develop an understanding of
economic concepts and be able
to apply these concepts to real life
situations.
• Interpret and evaluate economic data
in order to make reasoned arguments
and informed judgements.
• Develop an awareness of economic
change and its impact on developing
and developed economies.
• Understand the major issues facing
economies such as unemployment,
inflation and economic growth.
• Understand economic issues,
problems and possible solutions that
affect mixed economies.
• Participate effectively in society as
citizens, producers and consumers.

Students are entered for EDEXCEL IGCSE
Economics.
There are four areas of content. All
candidates are required to study all areas
of subject content.
A.

The Market System		
• The economic problem.
• Economic assumptions.
• Demand, supply and market
equilibrium.
• Elasticity.
• The mixed economy.
• Externalities.

B.

Business Economics
• Production.
• Productivity and division of labour.
• Business costs, revenues and profit.
• Business competition.
• The labour market.
• Government intervention.

C.

Government and the Economy
• Macroeconomic objectives.
• Government policies.
• Relationships between objectives
and policies.

D.

The Global Economy
• Exchange rates.
• International trade.
• Globalisation.

Assessment Overview

Course Pathway

The assessment of this qualification is
through two examination papers of
one hour and 30 minutes each, set and
marked by Edexcel. Paper 1 covers units
A and B whilst Paper 2 covers Units C and
D. Both examination papers consist of
four compulsory questions, each worth
20 marks. The questions are a mixture
of structured, data response, shortanswer, multiple-choice and open-ended
questions.

IGCSE Economics is excellent preparation
for the IB Diploma Economics course. It
is recommended that students wishing
to study IB Economics at Higher Level,
undertake the IGCSE Course.

The Department
You will be taught by a team of specialists
who have a passion for Economics and
for helping you to develop the best in
yourself.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

An interest in current affairs.

A willingness to read news articles regularly.

An open mind.

Reasonable numeracy.

An ability to communicate your ideas clearly on
paper.

A willingness to contribute to class discussions.

IGCSE Business Studies

Summary
We follow the Edexcel IGCSE Syllabus.
The content and skills covered are those
that are required in practical business
situations.
The aims of the course:
• Students relate their learning to real
business examples.
• Students become aware of current
issues that face businesses.
• Students focus on current business
practice.
• Students understand the importance
of seeing business issues through
different perspectives.
• Students become aware that
information
communication
technology is essential to business
decision-making
processes
and
success, and affects all functional
areas of business.

Syllabus Overview
Topics and themes:			
1. Business Activity and Influences
on Business.
This section covers the various
objectives of a business, changing
business environments and the
criteria for judging success. The
focus is on the importance of having
clear business objectives and how
the business environment provides
opportunities for, and imposes
constraints on, the pursuit of these
objectives.

2.

People in Business.		
This section looks at people in
organisations, focusing on their roles,
relationships and management in
business.

3.

Business Finance.
This section explores the use of
accounting and financial information
as an aid to decision making.

4.

Marketing.
This section focuses on identifying
and satisfying customer needs
in a changing and competitive
international environment.

5.

Business Operations.
This section examines the way
organisations use and manage
resources to produce goods and
services.

Assessment Overview
Paper 1: Investigating small
businesses
(50% of the total International GCSE)
Content summary			
This paper will draw on topics taken from
the whole of the subject content. The
question scenarios are based on a Small
Business – up to 49 employees.
Examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes,
consisting of four compulsory questions,
each worth 20 marks – total of 80 marks in
Paper 1. The sub-questions are a mixture
of multiple-choice, short-answer, dataresponse and open-ended questions.

Paper 2: Investigating large businesses
(50% of the total International GCSE)

Course Pathway

This paper will draw on topics taken from
the whole of the subject content. The
question scenarios are based on a Large
Business – more than 250 employees.

The course provides suitable preparation
for the Business & Management
programme offered in the International
Baccalaureate Diploma.

Examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes,
consisting of four compulsory questions,
each worth 20 marks – total of 80 marks in
Paper 2. The sub-questions are a mixture
of multiple-choice, short-answer, dataresponse and open-ended questions.

The Department
You will be taught by a team of specialists
who have a passion for Business Studies
and for helping you to develop the best
in yourself.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

Determination to work hard at mastering a new
subject.

Reasonable numeracy.

An ability to communicate your ideas clearly on
paper.

A willingness to contribute to class discussions.

IGCSE Geography

Summary
We follow the new Edexcel IGCSE Syllabus 4GE1 (9-1)
The aims of the course:
• Students actively engage in the
process of Geography to develop as
effective and independent learners
and as critical and reflective thinkers
of enquiring minds.
• Students develop their knowledge
and understanding of geographical
concepts and appreciate the
relevance of these concepts in our
changing world.
• Students appreciate the differences
and similarities between people’s
views of the world, its environments,
societies and cultures.
• Students develop their awareness
of global issues and recognise the
challenges of moving forwards
towards a sustainable future.
• Students undertake geographical
investigations that include both
primary
and
secondary
data
collection, presentation and analysis,
drawing conclusions, and evaluating
the whole geographical investigation.
• Students develop and apply their
learning to the real world through
fieldwork.

Syllabus Overview
There are seven areas of content. All
students are required to study all areas of
subject content.

Physical Geography
1. River Environments
• Hydrological cycle, hydrographs
and river regimes, flooding –
causes and control.
• Drainage basin features, processes,
formation of river landscapes.
• Uses of water, increased demand
for water, water pollution;
treatment of water.
• Using technology (GIS) to map
river systems.
2.

Hazardous Environments
• Causes,
characteristics
and
distribution
of
volcanoes,
earthquakes and cyclones, plate
movements, a case study of a
cyclone or earthquake and its
impacts, with a HIC / LIC contrast.
• Predicting and preparing for
hazards.
• Why do people continue to live in
hazardous environments?
• Emergency response to natural
hazards.

3.

River Fieldwork
• Investigating changes in river
channels through primary and
secondary fieldwork evidence.
• Examining the changes and causes
of water quality variation in a river
system.

Human Geography
1. Economic Activity and Energy
• Sectors of employment, changes
over time with development,
informal employment.
• Location and growth of tertiary and

quaternary activities, changing
location of manufacturing.
• The rising demand for energy and
the energy gap, energy efficiency,
renewable and non-renewable
energy.
• Strategies for reducing energy
consumption.
2.

3.

Urban Environments
• Growth of urban areas and
associated problems, megacities,
shanty towns.
• Urban land use, segregation of
different socio-economic and
ethnic groups.
• Changes in HIC cities, inner city,
sustainable urban living, role
of urban managers in dealing
with environmental and social
challenges.
Fragile Environments and Climate
Change
• Causes and consequences of global
warming; managing the causes,
adapting to the consequences.
• Causes
and
consequences
of
deforestation,
managing
rainforests in a sustainable
way, the need for international
cooperation.
• Causes and consequences of
soil erosion and desertification;
managing soil erosion.

Fieldwork
As fieldwork plays such a key role in the
new syllabus, students from BSJ are
expected to take part in a 5 day visit to
a geography field centre located near
Chiang Mai, Thailand. The field trip will
allow the students to conduct a variety
of fieldwork investigations in a safe and
controlled environment. BSJ staff and our
safety consultants have inspected the
centre, which is used by a large number of
international schools, to ensure it meets
the high standards required by our Trips
Office.

Assessment Overview
The new syllabus splits the examination
into two papers, with a final grade from
1 to 9.
Paper 1: Physical Geography.
A one hour and ten minute exam paper in
which students complete three questions,
worth a total of 70 marks.
Paper 2: Human Geography.
A one hour and forty five minute exam
paper in which students complete four
questions, worth a total of 105 marks.
In both Papers, Section A consists
of multiple choice and short answer
questions, while section B requires
knowledge and understanding of the
fieldwork that candidates have carried
out.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

To have a passion
for learning about
the physical world
around us and the
different ways of
living people have
around the world.

To be able to draw
on the concepts
learned in Year 9
Geography and
to apply them to
IGCSE.

To enjoy
investigating a
hypothesis.

To understand the
different attitudes
and views people
have and the
reasons behind
them.

To care about
the environment
and the solutions
to reduce
environmental
damage.

To have strong
teamwork skills.

To have an
awareness of global
issues and current
affairs.

To enjoy learning
outside the
classroom, in a
variety of different
environments.

IGCSE History

Summary
We follow the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus
0470.
The aims of the course:
1. Stimulate interest in and enthusiasm
about the past.
2. Promote the acquisition of knowledge
and understanding of human activity
in the past.
3. Ensure that the candidates’ knowledge
is rooted in an understanding of the
nature and use of historical evidence.
4. Promote an understanding of the
nature of cause and consequence,
continuity and change, similarity and
difference.
5. Provide a sound basis for further study
and the pursuit of personal interest.
6. Encourage international
understanding.
7. Encourage the development of
linguistic and communication skills.

Syllabus Overview
IGCSE Examination students are required
to complete two examination papers and
undertake coursework.
Paper 1: The 20th Century
(2 hours; 40% of the total mark)
This paper examines all content covered
throughout the course.
The topics covered are:
•
Were the Peace Treaties of 1919-23
fair?
•
To what extent was the League of
Nations a success?

•
•
•
•
•
•

Why had international peace
collapsed by 1939?
Who was to blame for the Cold War?
Why did the USA-USSR alliance begin
to break down in 1945?
How effectively did the USA contain
the spread of Communism?
How secure was the USSR’s control
over Eastern Europe, 1948-c.1989?
Why did events in the Gulf matter, c.
1970-2000?

Paper 2
(2 Hours, 33% of the total mark) Examines
evidence handling skills focussing on a
prescribed topic.
The topic studied is:
Who was to blame for the Cold War?
IGCSE History Coursework
(27% of the total mark)
Focuses on the depth study USA: How
significant was the New Deal? and
involves an assignment of 2000 words in
total.

Course Pathway
The course provides good preparation
for the History programme offered in the
International Baccalaureate Diploma.

The Department
You will be taught by a team of specialists
who have a passion for History and
for helping you to develop the best in
yourself.

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

Good essay writing
skills.

Research skills.

Critical Analytical
skills.

Empathy.

IGCSE Global Perspectives

Summary
We follow the Cambridge IGCSE Syllabus0457.
The aims of the course:
• Students are independent and
empowered to take their place in an
ever-changing,
information-heavy,
interconnected world.
• Students
have
an
analytical,
evaluative grasp of global issues and
their causes, effects and possible
solutions.
• Students enquire into and reflect
on issues independently and in
collaboration with others from
a variety of different cultures,
communities and countries.
• Students
can
communicate
sensitively with people from a variety
of backgrounds.
• Students work independently as well
as part of a team, directing much of
their own learning with the teacher as
facilitator.
• Students consider important issues
from personal, local/national and
global perspectives and understand
the links between them.
• Students
critically
assess
the
information available to them and
make judgements.
• Students can support judgements
with lines of reasoning.
• Students can empathise with the
needs and rights of others.

Syllabus Overview
Exam Board: Cambridge
The IGCSE course has three components
topics to be studied includes:
• Globalisation
• Law and justice
• The digital world
• Conflict and Peace
• Disease and Health

Assessment Overview
Component 1
Written Examination (1 hour 15 minutes).
Candidates answer four compulsory
questions based on a range of sources
provided with the paper. Sources will
present a global issue from a range of
perspectives, personal, local and/or
national, global, and will be drawn from
a list of eight topics. This component is
externally assessed. 70 marks/35%.
Component 2
Individual Report. Candidates research
one topic area (from a choice of eight) of
personal, local and/or national and global
significance and submit one report based
on their research. The title is devised
by candidates themselves. The report
must be 1500–2000 words and written
in continuous prose. This component is
internally set and externally marked. 60
marks/30%.

Component 3
Team Project Candidates devise and
develop a collaborative project into
an aspect of one topic (from a choice
of eight). This choice of project must
allow for the exploration of different
cultural perspectives. The Explanation
must be 200–300 words. (10 marks)
Personal Element Candidates each write
a Reflective Paper on their research,
contribution and personal learning.
The paper must be 750–1000 words.
(60 marks) This component is internally
assessed and externally moderated. 70
marks/35%.

Interests and Skills
Essential
A keen interest in
current affairs.

Ability to see
issues from a
range of different
perspectives.

A willingness to
contribute to class
discussions.

An ability to work
well in groups.

Well organised
and independent
learning.

Global Perspectives
is primarily
assessed through
coursework so
students need to
be able to produce
well organised
written work, to
specific deadlines.

Course Pathway
Global Perspectives is highly respected by
Universities, as providing students with
a range of inter-disciplinary skills. It is
excellent preparation for the IBDP Global
Politics Course that is offered at BSJ.

Desirable

Good research skills.

GCSE PE

Summary
Students will receive a well-rounded
and full introduction to the world of PE,
Sport and Sport Science by developing
an understanding of how the mind and
body works in relation to performance in
physical activity.

Syllabus Overview

training programmes.
3.4 The long-term effects of exercise.
3.5 How to optimise training and
prevent injury.
3.6 Effective use of warm up and cool
down.
Topic 4:
Use of data
4.1 Collection, use and interpretation of
data.

Component 1
Fitness and Body Systems (4 topics)

Component 2
Health and Performance

Topic 1:
Applied anatomy and physiology
1.1 The structure and functions of the
musculoskeletal system.
1.2 The structure and functions of the
cardiorespiratory system.
1.3 Anaerobic and aerobic exercise.
1.4 The short- and long- term effects of
exercise.

Topic 1:
Health, fitness and well-being
1.1 Physical, emotional and social
health, fitness and well-being.
1.2 The consequences of a sedentary
lifestyle.
1.3 Energy use, diet, nutrition and
hydration.			

Topic 2:
Movement analysis
2.1 Lever systems, examples of their
use in activity and the mechanical
advantage
they
provide
in
movement.
2.2 Planes and axes of movement.
Topic 3:
Physical training
3.1 The relationship between health
and fitness and the role that exercise
plays in both.
3.2 The components of fitness, benefits
for sport and how fitness is measured
and improved.
3.3 The principles of training and their
application to personal exercise/

Topic 2:
Sport psychology
2.1 Classification of skills.
2.2 The use of goal setting and SMART
targets.
2.3 Guidance and feedback.
Topic 3:
Socio-cultural influences
3.1 Engagement patterns of different
social groups.
3.2 Commercialisation
of
physical
activity.
3.3 Ethical and socio-cultural issues in
physical activity.		
Topic 4: Use of data
4.1 Collection, use and interpretation of
data.

Assessment Overview
Component

Assessment

Content overview

Component 1:
Fitness and Body Systems.

Written examination:
• 1 hour 45 minutes.
• 36% of the qualification.
• 90 marks.

• Topic 1: Applied Anatomy
and Physiology.
• Topic 2: Movement Analysis.
• Topic 3: Physical Training.
• Topic 4: Use of Data.

Component 2:
Health and Performance
skills.

Written examination:
• 1 hour 15 minutes.
• 24% of the qualification.
• 70 marks.

• Topic 1: Health, Fitness and
Well-being.
• Topic 2: Sport Psychology.
• Topic 3: Socio-cultural
Influences.
• Topic 4: Use of Data.

Component 3:
Practical Performance.

•
•
•
•

Internally marked.
Externally moderated.
30% of the qualification.
90 marks.

• Three physical activities
from a set list, containing
at least one team and one
individual activity.
• Skills during individual and
team activities.

Component 4:
Personal Exercise Programme
(PEP).

•
•
•
•

Internally marked.
Externally moderated.
10% of the qualification.
20 marks.

• Aim and planning analysis.
• Carrying out and
monitoring the PEP.
• Evaluation of the PEP (1500
words maximum).

Interests and Skills
Essential

Desirable

Have a passion and commitment for sporting
excellence.

To commit to at least three sporting ECA or sports
programme throughout Year 10 and 11.

Must compete in the internal BSJ athletics,
swimming, gymnastics or tennis events.

Have played 2 U14 sports.

IGCSE MFL
(French,Spanish, Chinese)

Summary
The IGCSE course aims to:
Develop the knowledge of the students
that they acquired during KS 3:
• Develop understanding of the
spoken and written forms of the
target language in a range of
contexts.
• Develop the ability to communicate
effectively in the target language,
through both the spoken and
written word, using a range of
vocabulary and structures.
• Develop knowledge and
understanding of the grammar of
the target language, and the ability
to apply it.
• Enable students to apply their
knowledge and understanding in a
variety of relevant contexts which
reflects their previous learning and
maturity.
• Develop knowledge and
understanding of countries and
communities where the target
language is spoken.
• Develop positive attitudes to
modern foreign languages learning.
• Provide a suitable foundation for
further study and/or practical use of
the target language.

Syllabus Overview
Exam Board: Edexcel.
The IGCSE MFL consists of five broad
areas which are covered throughout the
two year course. Generally three topics
are covered in Year 10 and the remaining
two in Year 11. Grammar topics are also
covered and these are mapped into the
thematic topics.
Topic A: Home and Abroad
Topic B: Education and Employment
Topic C: Personal Life and Relationships
Topic D: The World Around Us
Topic E: Social Activities, Fitness and Health

Course Pathway
The MFL IGCSE course will prepare you for
the IGCSE Examination which is taken at
the end of Year 11.
The assessment consists of three papers:
• Paper 1 is a Listening Examination,
• Paper 2 is a Reading and Writing
Examination and
• Paper 3 is a Speaking Examination.
Successful students at IGCSE will normally
continue with the language at IB level and
opt for the Language B course to develop
their skills and knowledge an even further
level.

The Department

For more information

You will be taught by a team of very
experienced teachers who also are for
the vast majority native speakers of the
language they teach.

Please visit the Edexcel website on
Pearson IGCSE and select the appropriate
language. Please note that the IGCSE
course and assessment is exactly the same
in all the different languages available.

Non-Examination
Indonesian MFL

Summary

•

Indonesian MFL is a course which
encourages learners to develop lifelong
skills, including the ability to use a
foreign language as a means of practical
communication. The course provides an
insight into the culture and civilization of
countries where the language is spoken,
brings positive attitude towards language
learning, the speakers of other languages,
and to other cultures and civilizations.
The course builds techniques which can
be applied to other areas of learning,
such as analysis and memory skills, a
sound foundation for progression to
employment or further study.

•

Minimum Core Vocabulary: the list of
vocabulary to be studied
Grammar and structures: The list
of grammar and structures that
candidates are expected to learn.

Course Pathway
We recommend that learners who opt for
this course have previously achieved a
level corresponding to the requirements
of MYP study within the IB Curriculum.
Indonesian MFL is a general qualification
that enables learners to progress either
directly to employment, or to proceed to
further qualification.

Course Overview

The Department

The syllabus content is organized around
five broad topic areas, which provide
contexts for acquisition of vocabulary
and the study of grammar and structures.
Through the study of these topics areas,
candidates gain insight into the target
language country and communities.
The topic areas are everyday activities,
personal and social life, the world around
us, the world of work and the international
world.

A team of experienced teachers who are
native speakers will teach you.

A define content booklet is provided
to guide candidates preparing for this
course. It includes the following sections:
•
Topic areas: the list of topic areas
from which all textual material will
be used

IGCSE Indonesian Native
Cambridge 0538

Summary
Cambridge IGCSE Bahasa Indonesia
provides proof of knowledge and
understanding of the subject at this
level. Candidates may choose to study
Cambridge IGCSE Bahasa Indonesia to
improve their education or employment
prospects.
This qualification assesses candidates’
ability to use Bahasa Indonesia as a
medium of practical communication and
is aimed at candidates for whom Bahasa
Indonesia is a language of everyday use.
The topics selected relate to the interests
and needs of the candidates in using
Bahasa Indonesia, e.g. education, the
world of work, current affairs, health and
welfare, travel, school affairs.

Course Overview
The syllabus content is enable candidates
to:
•
understand and respond to what
they hear, read and experience,
•
to
communicate
accurately,
appropriately,
confidently
and
effectively,
•
to enjoy and appreciate a variety of
language and
•
promote
candidates’
personal
development and an understanding
of themselves and others.
The texts for Reading Exercises will be
taken from the specified topic areas
below.

The topic areas are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Health and fitness: e.g. food and
diet, sport. Home life: e.g. family,
traditional and modern culture
Education and training: e.g. school
and college, work, professions
Free time: e.g. holidays, art, music,
hobbies
The world we live in: e.g. the media,
the environment, current affairs,
technology, travel and tourism

Course Pathway
Candidates beginning this course are
expected to have Bahasa Indonesia as a
language of everyday use.
Cambridge IGCSE is a general
qualifications that enable candidates to
progress either directly to employment,
or to proceed to further qualifications.

The Department
A team of experienced teachers who are
native speakers will teach you.

Non-Examination Korean
First Language

Summary

Syllabus Overview

Korean First Language is designed for
learners whose first language is Korean.
The main focus of the course is on
reading, writing and oral presentation,
besides the development of language
skills. They are all designed to support
the future academic study by developing
high levels of language competence and
communication skills as well as social,
aesthetic and cultural literacy. Korean
First Language has three assessment
objectives namely Paper 1 Reading, Paper
2 Writing and Oral Presentation. Learners
should be able to demonstrate the
abilities of their skills in these areas.

Korean First Language syllabus develops
learners’ ability to communicate clearly,
accurately and effectively. They learn
how to develop an understanding of
relationships between texts and a variety
of perspectives, cultural contexts, and
global issues.
Learners are also encouraged to read
widely, both for their own enjoyment and
in order to develop an appreciation of
how writers achieve their effects.

Course Pathway

The Department

Learners beginning this course are
expected to have Korean as a language of
everyday use. This course provides proof
of knowledge and understanding of
the subject at this level. Learners opting
for Korean First Language will be well
prepared to follow the Language Korean
A course at IBDP.

A team of experienced teachers who are
native speakers will teach you.

IGCSE ESL

Summary

Syllabus Overview

The Edexcel IGCSE English as a Second
Language (ESL) is designed for students
whose native language is other than
English but are obtaining their secondary
education through English as a medium
of instruction. This qualification and
course are designed for students who
are studying English in order to enhance
their future education or employment
prospects.

Reading, writing, and listening skills are
tested through two examination papers.
Speaking is tested through a face-to-face
interview at the examination centre. The
speaking test is optional and endorsed
separately.

In this course, students will be expected
to communicate both formally and
informally in a range of contexts, and to
understand a wider range of texts, styles,
and registers than they can produce
themselves. The aim of the Edexcel
IGCSE in ESL is to test English language
competence through realistic and
contextualised tasks based on authentic
texts.

•

an understanding of a wide variety of
complex reading texts, recognising
explicit meaning and adapting style
and speed of reading to different
texts and purposes

•

an understanding of standard
spoken language, whether live or
broadcast, on both familiar and
unfamiliar topics in personal, social,
academic, or vocational contexts

•

the ability to write clear, wellstructured texts using an appropriate
style, highlighting relevant issues,
expanding and supporting points
of view with supporting arguments
(where relevant) and showing
controlled use of written language

The aims and objectives of this
qualification are to enable students to
develop:

Course Pathway
Candidates beginning this course are
expected to have English as a language
of everyday use. The Edexcel IGCSE in ESL
is benchmarked against the Common
European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) and this examination
series targets a range of abilities from
level B1 (intermediate) to C1 (advanced).

The Department
A team of experienced and appropriately
qualified teachers, all of which are native
speakers of English, will teach this course.
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