Bay Ridge Prep
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Entering 6th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Growing up in a diverse world: What does it mean to grow up?
Entering 6th Grade Instructions:
● Read the following book summaries, provided by Amazon, to determine which books
you might be interested in.
●

Students should read at least 1 book from the appropriate list below.

●

Students should be prepared to write about how their book connects to the grade-wide
theme. This will be discussed in September.

●

In addition, students must read 1 book of their choosing. Check out the following link for
some suggestions:
o Summer Reading Book Ideas 2020
1. Ghost by Jason Reynolds
Overview: Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different
backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they clash.
But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track
team—a team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they
can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also
have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves.
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever
known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all
started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a
very little boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment,
then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then,
Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from
them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees
something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track,
literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can
Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up
to him?
2.Flush by Carl Hiaasen
Overview: Bestselling novelist Carl Hiaasen is back with another
hysterical mystery adventure for young readers, set in the Florida
Keys.
Noah's dad has a little problem with anger control. He tried to stop
the Coral Queen casino boat's illegal dumping . . . by sinking the
boat. But his bold protest fizzles: within days the casino is back in
business, and Noah's dad is behind bars and out of action.
Now Noah is determined to succeed where his father failed. But even
though pumping raw sewage into the waters of the Florida Keys is
both gross and against the law, turns out it's near impossible to catch
the flusher—especially when he's already bamboozled the
prosecutors, the local press, and even the Coast Guard.
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3. So B. It by Sarah Weeks
Overview: You couldn't really tell about Mama′s brain just from
looking at her, but it was obvious as soon as she spoke. She had a
high voice, like a little girl′s, and she only knew 23 words. I know this
for a fact, because we kept a list of the things Mama said tacked to
the inside of the kitchen cabinet. Most of the words were common
ones, like good and more and hot, but there was one word only my
mother said: soof. Although she lives an unconventional lifestyle with
her mentally disabled mother and their doting neighbour,
Bernadette, Heidi has a lucky streak that has a way of pointing her
in the right direction. When a mysterious word in her mother′s
vocabulary begins to haunt her, Heidi′s thirst for the truth leads her
on a cross-country journey in search of the secrets of her past.

4. Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Overview: Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a
genius-and, above all, a criminal mastermind. But even Artemis
doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain
Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of bedtime
stories; these fairies are armed and dangerous.Artemis thinks he has
them right where he wants them but then they stop playing by the
rules.

5.Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova
Overview: Cardinal rule #1 for surviving school: Don't get noticed by
the mean kids.Cardinal rule #2 for surviving school: Seek out groups
with similar interests and join them.On her first day at her new
school, Penelope--Peppi--Torres reminds herself of these basics. But
when she trips into a quiet boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson, she's
already broken the first rule, and the mean kids start calling her the
"nerder girlfriend." How does she handle this crisis? By shoving poor
Jaime and running away! Falling back on rule two and surrounding
herself with new friends in the art club, Peppi still can't help feeling
ashamed about the way she treated Jaime. Things are already
awkward enough between the two, but to make matters worse,
he's a member of her own club's archrivals--the science club! And
when the two clubs go to war, Peppi realizes that sometimes you
have to break the rules to survive middle school!
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Entering 7th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Society: What does it mean to be a member of a society?
Entering 7th Grade Instructions:
● Read the following book summaries, provided by Amazon, to determine which books
you might be interested in.
●

Students should read at least 1 book from the appropriate list below.

●

Students should be prepared to write about how their book connects to the grade-wide
theme. This will be discussed in September.

●

In addition, students must read 1 book of their choosing. Check out the following link for
some suggestions:
o Summer Reading Book Ideas 2020
1. All American Boys by Jason Reynolds
Overview: A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking
for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop,
Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes
Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence,
mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest,
mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as
further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can
you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete
pavement? There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball
player and Rashad’s classmate who has been raised by Paul since
his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the
beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with
accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe
that the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be
guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And
the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start
to take sides. As does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions
threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face
decisions and consequences they had never considered before.
2.Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
Overview: Tree Hiddle, proud of her country roots and the
"Indian-ness in her blood," travels from Ohio to Idaho with her
eccentric grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the story of
Phoebe Winterbottom, who received mysterious messages, who met
a "potential lunatic," and whose mother disappeared.
As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story,
her own story begins to unfold—the story of a thirteen-year-old girl
whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother.
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3.Matched by Ally Condie
Overview: Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right
choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to believe. So
when Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony,
Cassia knows he is her ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's
face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. The
Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should
focus on the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But
Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love,
Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility and is faced with an
impossible choice: between Xander and Ky, between the only life
she's known and a path that no one else has dared to follow.

4. Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix
Overview: In a future where the Population Police enforce the law
limiting a family to only two children, Luke, an illegal third child, has
lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm in
this start to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson
Haddix.Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday
party, or gone to a friend's house overnight. In fact, Luke has never
had a friend.Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child
forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding,
and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods
next to his family's farm, he is no longer even allowed to go outside.
Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house
where he knows two other children already live. Finally, he's met a
shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out
of the shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in her
dangerous plan? Can he afford not to?
5. E
 nder’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Overview: In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile
alien race's next attack, government agencies breed child
geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew
"Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic
brother Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone else, his
sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the
soldier-training program but didn't make the cut—young Ender is
the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military
training. Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in
the Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in zero
gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers
Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure
from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien
invaders. His psychological battles include loneliness, fear that he is
becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and fanning the
flames of devotion to his beloved sister.
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Entering 8th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Identity: What defines you?
Entering 8th Grade Instructions:
● Read the following book summaries, provided by Amazon, to determine which books
you might be interested in.
●

Students should read at least 1 book from the appropriate list below.

●

Students should be prepared to write about how their book connects to the grade-wide
theme. This will be discussed in September.

●

In addition, students must read 1 book of their choosing. Check out the following link for
some suggestions:
o https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A2Qgmpo-ot4GRlLpfwdeuH_r5tMeWlkSjlj
iLPhC3_U/edit?usp=sharing
1. Dear Martin by Nic Stone
Overview: Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and
always there to help a friend—but none of that matters to the police
officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough
neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or
the ridicule of his new classmates.
Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers.
But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out.
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny,
windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a
white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and
Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who
is under attack.

2. The Fault in our Stars by John Green
Overview: Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought
her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final
chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist
named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support
Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten. Insightful, bold,
irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars is award-winning-author John
Green's most ambitious and heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly exploring
the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love.
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3. Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
Overview: In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade
Watts really feels alive is when he’s jacked into the OASIS, a vast virtual
world where most of humanity spends their days. When the eccentric
creator of the OASIS dies, he leaves behind a series of fiendish puzzles,
based on his obsession with the pop culture of decades past. Whoever is
first to solve them will inherit his vast fortune – and control of the OASIS
itself. Then Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly he’s beset by rivals who’ll
kill to take this prize. The race is on – and the only way to survive is to win.

4. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Overview: Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his
future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to
attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is
the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written,The
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the
author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings that reflect
the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one
Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he
thought he was destined to live

5. The Boys who Challenged Hitler b
 y Phillip Hoose

Overview: At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German
occupation. Deeply ashamed of his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud
Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates to take
action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club
after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club
committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who
eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were
not in vain: the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a
full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with the
recollections of Knud himself, The Boys Who Challenged Hitler is National
Book Award winner Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young war
heroes.
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6. Crossover by Kwame Alexander
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat
is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. ’Cuz tonight I’m delivering," raps
twelve-year-old Josh Bell. Thanks to their dad, he and his twin brother,
Jordan, are kings on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his
blood—he's got mad beats, too, which help him find his rhythm when
it’s all on the line.
As their winning season unfolds, things begin to change. When Jordan
meets a girl, the twins’ bond unravels.Told in dynamic verse, this fast
and furious middle grade novel that started it all absolutely bounces
with rhythm and bursts with heart.

