
Thank You, Friends
Capital Campaign Surpasses Goal!

“I like the idea of going to almost a whole new school,”
says Nick ’21, and for him and his classmates, the 
success of DePaul Cristo Rey’s first capital campaign 
really does mean a transformed campus that will feel 
like “a whole new school.”
We are thrilled and grateful to announce that the 
Building. Futures. Together. for a Greater Cincinnati
Campaign has surpassed its goal. An unbelievably 
generous outpouring of community support has 
resulted in $20.8 million raised, well beyond the 
original $20.2 million capital goal.
The campaign’s impact is already visible. Construction 
is well underway on the first of two new buildings – 
a student center/gymnasium/cafeteria rising in the
school’s former main parking lot. It will be completed 
this summer, ready for students at the start of the new
school year in August. Also this summer, the current 
student center/gym will be torn down, and work will

begin on the new three-story academic building 
to take its place. This building will be open for 
the 2020-21 school year.
Individuals, foundations, businesses and New Market 
Tax Credits have all contributed to the campaign’s 
success and rapid pace from the start of the campus 
master planning in 2016 to the campaign’s silent launch
in August 2017 to groundbreaking in May 2018.
The amount raised over the goal is funding campus 
upgrades not in the original plans including a new AV 
system in the Student Center, additional food service
equipment and security measures, and exterior 
improvements to the existing buildings. 
With the capital improvement funds secured, the 
campaign now moves into its second phase to raise 
$4 million for the Graduate Success Program. Read 
more about that on the back page.

Rendering at completion.



Gratitude from
the President

Fredy ‘20, Sister Jeanne and Shania ‘21
Dear Friends of DePaul Cristo Rey, 
Let me cut right to the chase: We are building futures together! 
In August of 2017 we announced an ambitious plan to meet our students’ educational needs in a very big way – by 
providing them with a campus for the long-term viability of our school. We aimed to improve our delivery of nutritious
meals in a better designed kitchen and cafeteria, to welcome them into more appropriately sized classrooms and 
enhanced science labs, to cheer them on in an actual high school gymnasium complete with bleachers and locker rooms. 
We hoped to expand services to include student laundry facilities, a modest food pantry, a nurse and wellness center,
and a fitness room – all in an effort to address the issues that make coming to school a challenge for students whose 
basic needs are often not met. Our announcement was a hope and a prayer that we could do all this for some terrific, 
hardworking, unbelievably motivated young women and men.
Now we are thrilled and humbled to thank YOU for making these plans a reality so that our students’ future plans can 
also become a reality. With this campaign report, we announce that we have surpassed our goal of raising $20,220,000 
by $645,366. Construction of the first of two buildings is well underway; the second phase will begin this summer. 
We are looking to completion by fall of 2020!
All of you who have supported this campaign with such generosity and grace know that we are building so much more 
than a campus – we are building people, and we are building up our community’s social fabric at the same time. The 
first DePaul Cristo Rey graduates in our pioneer Class of 2015 begin to graduate from college THIS year! Think what 
their gifts and potential can bring to our community as they join the job market and embark on their adult lives! Already
some of our Corporate Partners have expressed their desire to hire these students into their companies. That will truly
bring our mission to BUILD FUTURES TOGETHER full circle. 
My heartfelt thanks – each of you is an integral part of our Cristo Rey mission and shares the mission of the Sisters of 
Charity of Cincinnati. We couldn’t have done it without you!
With a million blessings!
Gratefully,

Sister Jeanne Bessette, OSF, Ed.D.
President/CEO

Now we are thrilled and 
humbled to thank YOU for 
making these plans a reality 
so that our students’ future
plans can also become a reality. 
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ACADEMIC BUILDING
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
FATH STUDENT CENTER
Linda and Harry Fath
VICKY & RICK REYNOLDS 
STUDENT COMMONS
Vicky and Rick Reynolds
HEIDT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
ADMINISTRATION SUITE
Heidt Family Foundation
ANN & HARRY SANTEN 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Ann and Harry Santen
HAROLD C. SCHOTT SCIENCE CENTER
Harold C. Schott Foundation
PAT & STEVE ROBERTSON 
ENTRANCE PLAZA
Pat and Steve Robertson
GERALDINE V. CHAVEZ 
COLLEGE COUNSELING CENTER/
GRADUATE SUCCESS OFFICE
The Chavez Family
SISTER MARY GEN FINE ARTS GALLERY
AND ART INSTALLATION
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey
SUSAN & DAVID DEYE 
CORPORATE WORK STUDY PROGRAM 
CONFERENCE ROOM
Susan and David Deye
CORPORATE WORK STUDY 
PROGRAM SUITE
Western & Southern Financial Fund
THE BRUIN FITNESS CENTER
Ann and Doug Miller
S. JEANNE BESSETTE, OSF 
PRESIDENT’S SUITE
Eileen and Braden Mechley
SOCIAL SERVICES SUITE IN HONOR 
OF S. CATHERINE KIRBY, SC
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey

SUSAN FRIEDLANDER FAMILY 
STUDENT WELLNESS CENTER
Susan Friedlander Family
LOCKER ROOMS
Cynthia and Andrew Howell
Debbie Morehead and John Marten
STAFF COLLABORATION ROOM
Frost Brown Todd LLC and the Heekin Family
CLASSROOMS
The BOH Foundation
Donated by The Bourgraf Family Foundation 

in Honor of Pat and Steve Robertson
The Chavez Family
CPPS Heritage Mission Fund
CR architecture + design
Flynn & Company, Inc. — 

CPAs & Business Consultants 
Susie and John Lame Family
Maureen and Paul Lechleiter/Janice 

and Richard Lechleiter
Marianne and John Moster
In Memory of Tom Neyer, Sr.
Kris and Dan Neyer
Gayle and Don Oeters
Peggy and Tom Pernik
Monica and Nick Robertson
Barb and Joe Rohs
Virginia and Jim† Willoughby
CONFERENCE ROOMS
Barb and Dan Bennie
Kit and David Reynolds
Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate/ 

S. Jeanne Bessette, OSF
Jill and Paul Staubitz
Mary Beth and Tom Sundermann

STAFF LOUNGE
Jane and Dick Yost
TECHNOLOGY RESOURCE CENTER
Betsy and Dave Hendy
INTERVENTION ROOMS
Donated by Robert Dorsey in Memory 

of Anne Grieme Dorsey
Kelly and Tom Lieser

New Names 
on Campus
When construction is complete, the
new buildings and spaces within
them will bear the names of many of
DePaul Cristo Rey’s most generous
friends including: 

David Arends and Meg Keim
Barb and Dan Bennie
Cynthia and Manuel Chavez
S. Barbara Hagedorn, SC
Linda Holthaus and 

Richard Zinicola
Cynthia and Andrew Howell
Susie and John Lame
Ann and Doug Miller
Vicky and Rick Reynolds
Pat and Steve Robertson
Julie and Brian Ross
Alison and Tim Warning
Jane and Dick Yost

Thank you to the following friends
who hosted events in the past year
to introduce our campaign
to their friends and colleagues:

Hosts Shared 
Campaign Impact

DePaul Cristo Rey endeavors 
to record the names of donors 
accurately and completely.
However, if we have 
inadvertently omitted or 
misstated your name, please 
accept our apologies and let 
us know by contacting 
Sparkle Worley at
513.861.0600 extension 320,
or at sparkle.worley@dpcr.net.

March 2019
†Denotes Deceased
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Frances and Kevin McMurray
Pat Otten Moellers and Joseph Moellers
Lisa Muething and Travis Smith
Surita and James Newman
Amanda and Kyle Nobbe
Diana and Ervin Oberschmidt
Martha and John Osterday
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church
Susan and Dan Pfau
Spring Pillow
Bert and Barry Polley
Gina and Dan Prickel
Dianne and David Rosenberg
Marissa and Travis Rowley
Ann and Jerry Schoen
S. Margaret Rose Sczesniak, OSF
Jane and Kevin Shea
Jackie and Bill Siders
Dr. Sarah and PG Sittenfeld
Mary Jo and Tim Speed
Sandra and Dr. Peter Stern
Strategic Employee Benefit Services
Sure Mechanical
Timothy Swan
Mary and Bill Taylor
Amy and Bill Thaman
Jane Stieringer Welling
Jerri and Russ Wernke
Brian Wessinger
Kathleen and Chris Wilke

Eleanor Wilke
John Wilke
S. Mary Jo Young, OSF
Marianne and Paul Zook

“I like that everything will be 
essentially in one building and we
won’t have to go outside between
classes. That’s going to cut down 
on our travel time between classes.”
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February 2019

$250,000 — $499,999
Cynthia and Manuel Chavez

$100,000 — $249,999 
Linda and Gerry Benzinger
Sheila Conway
Ruth J. and Robert A. Conway Foundation
L&L Nippert Charitable Foundation

$25,000 — $49,999
Kathy and David Cassady
James B. Hagerty
The Louise Taft Semple Foundation

$10,000 — $24,999
Donna and Joe Broderick
Suzanne Bessette-Smith and David Smith
Andres Miguel Chavez
Katelynn Chavez
MacKenzie and Manuel Chavez
Melanie Chavez and Jeremy Campbell
Stefanie Chavez
Toncia and Estevan Chavez

$5,000 — $9,999
Kathy and Tom Liguzinski

$2,500 — $4,999
Paul Ebert

$1 — $2,499
Lisa Benzinger Atkins
S. Jeanne Bessette, OSF
The BOH Foundation
Richard Curry Insurance Agency, Inc.
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey
Kerrie and Nick Katsetos
Rebecca Khan
Yasmeen Khan
Dr. Kimya Moyo
Deborah Shipps†

Jackie and Bill Siders
S. Cj Willie, SC
Sparkle and Tom Worley
S. Mary Jo Young, OSF

- Nick ‘21

Graduate Success 
Campaign
Honor Roll



“Thank You for 
Creating a Pathway”
“The Sisters of Charity, President S. Jeanne Bessette 
and other DePaul Cristo Rey leaders are creating a 
pathway for the Cincinnati community to come together 
in support of high school and college students who seek 
to develop themselves into educated citizens and to 
contribute to our city,” say Vicky and Rick Reynolds. 
“Thank you to donors and to everyone who stepped up 
for this important effort.”
The Reynolds, with Cynthia and Manuel Chavez, are the
chairs of the Building. Futures. Together. For a Greater 
Cincinnati Campaign. Their leadership and personal 
commitment have been critical to its success.
For Cynthia and Manuel Chavez, giving is a personal
expression of gratitude. “Those of us who were helped
along the way owe that to others. Everyone who has 
donated to DePaul Cristo Rey has been given opportunities 

and help at points in their lives and careers. I feel, along
with many other school supporters, that we’re passing 
that on to these students with a hand up for their futures,”
he explains.
It is with the deep gratitude of all of us at DePaul Cristo
Rey that we acknowledge our Honor Roll of donors 
beginning on page 4.

Campaign Leadership 
Committee

Staff

DePaul Cristo Rey extends profound gratitude
to our Steering Committee who provided 
extraordinary leadership support in our first
capital building campaign: Building. Futures.
Together. For a Greater Cincinnati.

David Arends
Barb and Dan Bennie
Cynthia and Manuel Chavez
Vicky and Rick Reynolds
Pat and Steve Robertson

S. Jeanne Bessette, OSF, Ed.D.
Lisa Atkins
Margee Garbsch
Sparkle Worley
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Rick & Vicky Reynolds and Cynthia & Manuel Chavez
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$1,000,000 +
DePaul Cristo Rey High School
Linda and Harry Fath
SC Ministry Foundation
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati

$500,000 — $999,999
Cynthia and Manuel Chavez
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey
Heidt Family Foundation
Vicky and Rick Reynolds
The Harold C. Schott Foundation

$250,000 — $499,000
Friends of DePaul Cristo Rey (2)
Pat and Steve Robertson
Marge and Charles J. Schott Foundation

$100,000 — $249,000
The Bourgraf Family Foundation
Christine and John Browner
S. Kathryn Ann Connelly, SC
Cristo Rey Network Project Fund
Susan and David Deye
The Friedlander Family
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey
Lynn and John Heekin
Jennifer and Robert Kissel
Linda and Bart Kohler
L&L Nippert Charitable Foundation
Eileen and Braden Mechley
Ann and Doug Miller
Mariann and John Moster
Kris and Dan Neyer
Barb and Joe Rohs
Western & Southern Financial Fund
Virginia and Jim † Willoughby

$50,000 — $99,999
Cindy and Andy Berman
The BOH Foundation
Melanie Chavez and Jeremy Campbell
Andres Miguel Chavez
Geraldine V. Chavez †

MacKenzie and Manuel Chavez
Stefanie Chavez
Toncia and Estevan Chavez
CPPS Heritage Mission Fund
CR architecture + design
The Thomas J. Emery Memorial
Flynn & Company, Inc. –
CPAs & Business Consultants

The Heekin Family
Cynthia and Andrew Howell
Susie and John Lame Family
Debbie Morehead and John Marten
McCloy Family Foundation
Peggy and Tom Pernik
Monica and Nick Robertson
Katherine and Tim Stautberg
Alison and Tim Warning

$25,000 — $49,000
Drs. Judith C. Bausher and Herb Gilliam
Barb and Dan Bennie
Missy and Kerry Byrne
Mary Ellen and Tom Cody
Robert Dorsey
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey
Frost Brown Todd
Julia Hawgood and Harry Kangis
Betsy and Dave Hendy
Susan and Smith Hickenloope

Janice and Richard Lechleiter
Maureen and Paul Lechleiter
Kelly and Tom Lieser
Sara and John Neyer
Gayle and Don Oeters
Ohio Department of Education
Kit and David Reynolds
Julie and Brian Ross
Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate, 
Joliet, IL/S. Jeanne Bessette, OSF

Jill and Paul Staubitz
Mary Beth and Tom Sundermann
Peggy and Ted Torbeck
Jane and Dick Yost

$10,000 — $24,999
David Arends
Donna and Joe Broderick
Helen and Tom Delaney
Diane and Bob Hauser
The Homan Foundation
Dr. Evelyn Joseph and Bill Borek
Lauren C. and James A. Miller
Terri and Paul Muething
Paycor
Janie and Tom Schaefer
Jeanne and Max Schellman
Marina and Peter Schmid
Genny and Tom Sedler
The Wohlgemuth Herschede Foundation

Capital Campaign
Honor Roll

"We've been waiting for this
new gym. We have so many
athletes with potential here,
a bigger gym will give them
more opportunities to show
their talent."

- Leighton '21
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$5,000 — $9,999
Diane and Mike Albrinck
Clare and Ron Brichler
Helene and Ken Buell
Mary and Tom Croft
Friend of DePaul Cristo Rey
Linda Holthaus and Richard Zinicola
The Peter J. Joseph Foundation
Family of S. Georgia Kitt, SC
Shannon and Steven McDevitt
Dawn Newsted
Chris and Tom† Neyer, Sr.
Marty and Nick Ragland
The Armor Group
Traditions Development Group, LLC
United-Maier Signs, Inc.
Judith and Ben Wells
Sparkle and Tom Worley
Nancy and George Yund

$2,500 — $4,999
Lisa Benzinger Atkins
Regina and George Block
Friends of DePaul Cristo Rey (2)
Angela and Chris Habel
Abby and Matt Held
Gail Kist-Kline and Keith Kline
Barb Letts
Kathy and David Miller
Kathy and Tim Moller
Chris and Marty Mooney
Winter Myers
Nan Nagl
Christy and Tom Neyer, Jr.
St. Xavier Jesuit Community
Margaret and James Schrimpf, Sr.
Sue Ann and David Wilson

$1 — $2,499
The Alms Foundation
Kim and Tom Amrine
Maureen and Ed Babbitt
Albert Bailey
Beth and Gary Barnett
Rosie and Jim Bernard
Adeline Bessette
S. Jeanne Bessette, OSF

Maureen Bickley and Layne Meader
Kai Bitter
Erin Bole
Andrea and Gerald Breen
Marilyn Brinkman
Kelly and Nick Brown
S. Brenda Busch, SC
Tricia Carmichael
Renée and Flavio Cipriani
Shayla Cothran
Lynn and Terry Daum
Anne David
S. Barbara Davis, SC
Patty and Jack Dean
Anne Dinardo
Caroline and Steve Eder
Tjuana and Robert Evans
Mary and Don Feldmann
Friends of DePaul Cristo Rey (5)
Margee and Ken Garbsch

Camille and John B. Gartner III
S. Lois Jean Goettke, SC
William Gullett
Colleen and Matt Haas
Wayne Hach
Karla and Adam Hall
Jeri and Steve Hancox
Betty and William Held
Katie Hoekzema
Marianne and Joe Hoekzema
Rev. Tim Howe, SJ
Jack Dean Construction, Inc.
Catherine and Reuven Katz Fund
S. Catherine Kirby, SC
Anne and John Krug
Kathryn Ladrick
Lauren Macke
Kay and John Maier
Dominic Masotti  

   †Denotes Deceased

September 2018



From College Acceptance to Completion –
Securing Graduates’ Success
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March began at DePaul Cristo Rey with a big 
announcement – every senior in the Class of 2019 
has been accepted to college. The celebration that 
followed included confetti, cheers, balloons and 
a gentle admonition reminding all seniors that 
acceptance is only the start of their journey; 
college completion is the end goal.
Making that goal a reality for every DPCR grad is a 
challenge. Nationally and locally, college graduation
rates are not promising for low-income and first-
generation students. Financial challenges, 
limited family support, and lack of access to other 
resources and support systems all get in the way. 
DePaul Cristo Rey’s Graduate Success Program 
addresses these and other barriers. Graduate Success
Director Larisa Wright works exclusively with alumni
to help them transition to college and stay there. 
She offers expertise, advice and support to alumni
helping them learn to navigate and access their 
campus resources. 
Frequently it’s a lack of financial resources that cause
alumni to consider dropping out of college. For 
those students, DePaul Cristo Rey offers a Graduate 
Success Fund. Alumni can apply for micro-grants 
to pay for things such as book bills, meal plans and 
small tuition gaps.
The long-term sustainability of this fund is the 
goal of the second phase of the campaign: 

Securing Our Graduates’ Success, which has a goal 
of raising $4 million to endow this fund and provide
support to DPCR graduates into perpetuity.
Please contact President S. Jeanne Bessette to 
learn more. She can be reached at 513.861.0600 or 
jeanne.bessette@dpcr.net.

      


