Discrimination, Harassment,
and Retaliation and other forms
of Prohibited Conduct

The following text is an abbreviated version of Carrollton-Farmers Branch
ISD board policies and Professional Employee Hanbook. Please visit
http://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/359 for the latest version of C-FB Policies.

DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, AND RETALIATION - EMPLOYEES
Refer to Board Policies DH and DIA located at www.cfbisd.edu and click on Policy Online.
The District prohibits all types of harassment based on a person’s race, color, gender, national origin,
disability, religion, or age. Employees shall not engage in prohibited harrassment, including sexual
harrassment, of other employees or students. While acting in the course of their employment, employees
shall not engage in prohibited harassment of other persons, including board members, vendors,
contractors, volunteers, or parents. A substantiated charge of harassment will result in disciplinary action.
Reporting Procedures for Employees. Employees who believe they have been discriminated or
retaliated against or harrassed are encouraged to promptly report such incidents to the campus principal,
supervisor, or appropriate district official. If the campus principal, supervisor, or district official is the
subject of a complaint, the employee shall report the complaint directly to the superintendent or
designated central office district official. A complaint against the superintendent may be made directly to
the board.
The District’s policy that include definitions and procedures for reporting and investigating
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation is located at www.cfbisd.edu . Click on Board Policy Online
and go to DIA (Local).
HARASSMENT OF STUDENTS
Refer to Board Policies DF, DH, FFG, FFH located at www.cfbisd.edu and click on Policy Online.
Sexual and other harassment of students by employees are forms of discrimination and are prohibited by
law. Romantic or inappropriate social relationships between students and district employees are
prohibited. Employees who suspect a student may have experienced prohibited harassment are obligated
to report their concerns to the campus principal or other appropriate district official. All allegations of
prohibited harassment of a student by an employee or adult will be reported to the student’s parent and
promptly investigated. An employee who knows of or suspects child abuse must also report his or her
knowledge or suspicion to the appropriate authorities, as required by law.
The district’s policy that includes definitions and procedures for reporting and investigating harassment of
students is located on at www.cfbisd.edu. Click on Policy online and go to DF (Legal) and FFH (Local)
Board Policy DF (Legal) partial
“Abuse” has the meaning assigned by Family Code 261.001 and includes any sexual conduct involving
an educator and a student or minor.
“Solicitation of a romantic relationship” means deliberate or repeated acts that can be reasonably
interpreted as soliciting a relationship characterized by an ardent emotional attachment or pattern of
exclusivity. Acts that constitute the solicitation of a romantic relationship include:
1.

Behavior, gestures, expressions, communications, or a pattern of communication with a student that
is unrelated to the educator’s job duties and that may reasonably be interpreted as encouraging the
student to form an ardent or exclusive emotional attachment to the educator, including statements of
love, affection, or attraction. When evaluating whether communications constitute the solicitation
of a romantic relationship, the following may be considered:
a.

The nature of the communications;

b.

The timing of the communications;

c.

The extent of the communications;

d.

Whether the communications were made openly or secretly;

e.

The extent to which the educator attempted to conceal the communications;

f.

If the educator claims to be counseling a student, TEA staff may consider whether the
educator’s job duties included counseling, whether the educator reported the subject of the
counseling to the student’s guardians or to the appropriate school personnel, or, in the case of
alleged abuse or neglect, whether the educator reported the abuse or neglect to the appropriate
law enforcement agencies; and

g.

Any other communications tending to show that the educator solicited a romantic relationship
with a student.

2.

Making inappropriate comments about a student’s body.

3.

Making sexually demeaning comments to a student.

4.

Making comments about a student’s potential sexual performance.

5.

Requesting details of a student’s sexual history.

6.

Requesting a date.

7.

Engaging in conversations regarding the sexual problems, preferences, or fantasies of either party.

8.

Inappropriate hugging, kissing, or excessive touching.

9.

Suggestions that a romantic relationship is desired after the student graduates, including postgraduation plans for dating or marriage.

10.

Any other acts tending to show that the educator solicited a romantic relationship with the student,
including providing the student with drugs or alcohol.

Reports. A superintendent who is required to file a report, but fails to timely do so, is subject to
sanctions. The Superintendent shall notify the Board of the District and the educator of the filing of the
report.
Immunity. A superintendent who in good faith and while acting in an official capacity files a report with
SBEC is immune from civil or criminal liability that might otherwise be incurred or imposed.
Education Code 21.006; 19 TAC 249.14

Board Policy FFH (Local)
Note:

This policy addresses discrimination, harassment, and retaliation involving District students.
For provisions regarding discrimination, harassment, and retaliation involving District
employees, see DIA. For reporting requirements related to child abuse and neglect, see FFG.
For provisions regarding bullying, see FFI.

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION
The District prohibits discrimination, including harassment, against any student on the basis of race,
color, religion, gender, national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. The District
prohibits dating violence, as defined by this policy. Retaliation against anyone involved in the complaint
process is a violation of District policy.
Discrimination against a student is defined as conduct directed at a student on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, national origin, disability, or on any other basis prohibited by law, that adversely affects
the student.
Prohibited harassment of a student is defined as physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct based on the
student’s race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law that
is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that the conduct:


Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity, or
creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment;



Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably interfering with the student’s academic
performance; or otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportunities.



Prohibited harassment includes dating violence as defined by this policy.

Examples of prohibited harassment may include offensive or derogatory language directed at another
person’s religious beliefs or practices, accent, skin color, or need for accommodation; threatening or
intimidating conduct; offensive jokes, name calling, slurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assault;
display of graffiti or printed material promoting racial, ethnic, or other negative stereotypes; or other
kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property.
Sexual harassment of a student by a District employee includes both welcome and unwelcome sexual
advances; requests for sexual favors; sexually motivated physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct; or other
conduct or communication of a sexual nature when:


A District employee causes the student to believe that the student must submit to the conduct in order
to participate in a school program or activity, or that the employee will make an educational decision
based on whether or not the student submits to the conduct; or



The conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it:
a.
b.

Affects the student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity,
or otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportunities; or
Creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or abusive educational environment.

Romantic or inappropriate social relationships between students and District employees are prohibited.
Any sexual relationship between a student and a District employee is always prohibited, even if
consensual.

Sexual harassment of a student, including harassment committed by another student, includes unwelcome
sexual advances; requests for sexual favors; or sexually motivated physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct
when the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it:
1.

Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity, or
creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment;

2.

Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably interfering with the student’s academic
performance; or

3.

Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportunities.

Examples of sexual harassment of a student may include sexual advances; touching intimate body parts or
coercing physical contact that is sexual in nature; jokes or conversations of a sexual nature; and other
sexually motivated conduct, communications, or contact.
Necessary or permissible physical contact such as assisting a child by taking the child’s hand, comforting
a child with a hug, or other physical contact not reasonably construed as sexual in nature is not sexual
harassment.
Dating violence occurs when one partner in a dating relationship, either past or current, intentionally uses
physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other partner.
Examples of dating violence against a student may include physical or sexual assaults, name-calling, putdowns, threats to hurt the student or the student’s family members or members of the student’s household,
destroying property belonging to the student, threats to commit suicide or homicide if the student ends the
relationship, attempts to isolate the student from friends and family, stalking, or encouraging others to
engage in these behaviors.
For purposes of this policy, dating violence is considered prohibited harassment if the conduct is so
severe, persistent, or pervasive that the conduct:


Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity, or
creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment.



Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably interfering with the student’s academic
performance, or



Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportunities.

The District prohibits retaliation against a student alleged to have experienced discrimination or
harassment, including dating violence, or another student who, in good faith, makes a report, serves as a
witness, or otherwise participates in an investigation.
A student who intentionally makes a false claim, offers false statements, or refuses to cooperate with a
District investigation regarding discrimination or harassment, including dating violence, is subject to
appropriate discipline.
Examples of retaliation include threats, unjustified punishments, or unwarranted grade reductions.
Unlawful retaliation does not include petty slights or annoyances, such as negative comments that are
justified by a student’s performance in the classroom.
In this policy, the term “prohibited conduct” includes discrimination, harassment, dating violence, and
retaliation as defined by this policy, even if the behavior does not rise to the level of unlawful conduct.

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced prohibited conduct or believes that another
student has experienced prohibited conduct should immediately report the alleged acts to a teacher,
counselor, principal, or other District employee.
Alternatively, a student may report prohibited conduct directly to one of the District officials below:
For the purposes of this policy, District officials are the Title IX coordinator, the Section 504 coordinator,
and the Superintendent.
The Superintendent shall serve as coordinator for purposes of District compliance with all other
antidiscrimination laws.
A student shall not be required to report prohibited conduct to the person alleged to have committed the
conduct. Reports concerning prohibited conduct, including reports against the Title IX coordinator or
Section 504 coordinator, may be directed to the Superintendent.
A report against the Superintendent may be made directly to the Board. If a report is made directly to the
Board, the Board shall appoint an appropriate person to conduct an investigation.
Reports of prohibited conduct shall be made as soon as possible after the alleged act or knowledge of the
alleged act. A failure to promptly report may impair the District’s ability to investigate and address the
prohibited conduct.
Any District employee who receives notice that a student has or may have experienced prohibited conduct
shall immediately notify the appropriate District official listed above and take any other steps required by
this policy.
The District official or designee shall promptly notify the parents of any student alleged to have
experienced prohibited conduct by a District employee or another adult.
The District may request, but shall not insist upon, a written report. If a report is made orally, the District
official shall reduce the report to written form.
Upon receipt or notice of a report, the District official shall determine whether the allegations, if proven,
would constitute prohibited conduct as defined by this policy. If so, the District official shall immediately
authorize or undertake an investigation, regardless of whether a criminal or regulatory investigation
regarding the same or similar allegations is pending.
If appropriate, the District shall promptly take interim action calculated to prevent prohibited conduct
during the course of an investigation.
The investigation may be conducted by the District official or a designee, such as the campus principal, or
by a third party designated by the District, such as an attorney. When appropriate, the campus principal
shall be involved in or informed of the investigation.
The investigation may consist of personal interviews with the person making the report, the person
against whom the report is filed, and others with knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the
allegations. The investigation may also include analysis of other information or documents related to the
allegations.
Absent extenuating circumstances, the investigation should be completed within ten District business
days from the date of the report; however, the investigator shall take additional time if necessary to
complete a thorough investigation.

The investigator shall prepare a written report of the investigation. The report shall be filed with the
District official overseeing the investigation.
If the results of an investigation indicate that prohibited conduct occurred, the District shall promptly
respond by taking appropriate disciplinary or corrective action reasonably calculated to address the
conduct.
The District may take action based on the results of an investigation, even if the conduct did not rise to
the level of prohibited or unlawful conduct.
To the greatest extent possible, the District shall respect the privacy of the complainant, persons against
whom a report is filed, and witnesses. Limited disclosures may be necessary in order to conduct a
thorough investigation and comply with applicable law.
A student who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the investigation may appeal through FNG (LOCAL),
beginning at the appropriate level. A student shall be informed of his or her right to file a complaint with
the United States Department of Education Office for Civil Rights.
Retention of records shall be in accordance with FB (LOCAL) and CPC (LOCAL).
Information regarding this policy shall be distributed annually to District employees and included in the
student handbook. Copies of the policy shall be readily available at each campus and the District’s
administrative offices.
EMPLOYEE AWARENESS
Sexual harassment and other prohibited harassment issues should receive special attention in employee
orientation and
training. Employees must learn to avoid even the appearance of impropriety. Employees are cautioned
against behavior that might be misconstrued and must avoid uncomfortable situations with
students/employees.













Immediately inform your supervisor if you are having a problem with a student/employee or think he or
she might be misinterpreting your actions.
Avoid all unnecessary physical contact with students/employees.
Avoid being alone with individual students/employees, especially behind closed doors.
Do not socialize with students.
Avoid engaging in flirtatious or suggestive conduct.
Do not joke in a sexual manner.
Do not write personal notes to students/employees.
Do not give gifts or money to individual students/employees.
Stop whatever you are doing if you sense discomfort from a student/employee.
Dress appropriately for the school environment.
Conduct yourself in a business-like manner.
Inform the alleged harasser that the conduct is unwelcome.

REPORTING SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE
Refer to Board Policy DF, DG, DH, FFG, and GRA located at www.cfbisd.edu and click Policy Online.
All employees are required by state law to report any suspected child abuse or neglect to a law enforcement
agency, Child Protective Services, or appropriate state agency (e.g., state agency operating, licensing,

certifying, or registering a facility) within 48 hours of the event that led to the suspicion. Abuse is defined
by SBEC and includes the following acts or omissions:
 Mental or emotional injury to a student or minor that results in an observable and material
impairment in the student’s or minor’s development, learning, or psychological functioning;
 Causing or permitting a student or minor to be in a situation in which the student or minor sustains a
mental or emotional injury that results in an observable and material impairment in the student’s or
minor’s development, learning, or psychological functioning;
 Physical injury that results in substantial harm to a student or minor, or the genuine threat of
substantial harm from physical injury to the student or minor, including an injury that is at variance
with the history or explanation given and excluding an accident or reasonable discipline; or
 Sexual conduct harmful to a student’s or minor’s mental, emotional, or physical welfare.

Reports to Child Protective Services can be made or to the Texas Abuse Hotline (800-252-5400). State law
specifies that an employee may not delegate to or rely on another person to make the report.
Under state law, any person reporting or assisting in the investigation of reported child abuse or neglect is
immune from liability unless the report is made in bad faith or with malicious intent. In addition, the district
is prohibited from retaliating against an employee who, in good faith, reports child abuse or neglect or who
participates in an investigation regarding an allegation of child abuse or neglect.
An employee’s failure to report suspected child abuse may result in prosecution for the commission of a
Class B misdemeanor. In addition, a certified employee’s failure to report suspected child abuse may result
in disciplinary procedures by SBEC for a violation of the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas
Educators.
Employees who suspect that a student has been or may be abused or neglected should also report the
concern to the campus principal/supervisor. This includes students with disabilities who are no longer
minors. Employees are not required to report their concern to the principal before making a report to the
appropriate agencies.
Reporting the concern to the principal does not relieve the employee of the requirement to report it to the
appropriate state agency. In addition, employees must cooperate with investigators of child abuse and
neglect. Interference with a child abuse investigation by denying an interviewer’s request to interview a
student at school or requiring the presence of a parent or school administrator against the desires of the duly
authorized investigator is prohibited.

SEXUAL ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT OF CHILDREN
The District has established a plan for addressing sexual abuse and other maltreatment of children. As an
employee, it is important for you to be aware of warning signs that could indicate a child may have been
or is being sexually abused or otherwise mistreated. Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as
any sexual conduct harmful to a child’s mental, emotional, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make
a reasonable effort to prevent sexual conduct with a child. Maltreatment is defined as abuse or neglect.
Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected has a legal responsibility under
state law for reporting the suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services
(CPS).

Employees are required to follow the procedures described above in Reporting Suspected Child Abuse.
Reporting Suspected Child Abuse
Policies DF, DG, DH, FFG, GRA
All employees are required by state law to report any suspected child abuse or neglect to a law
enforcement agency, Child Protective Services, or appropriate state agency (e.g., state agency operating,
licensing, certifying, or registering a facility) within 48 hours of the event that led to the suspicion. Abuse
is defined by SBEC and includes the following acts or omissions:






Mental or emotional injury to a student or minor that results in an observable and material
impairment in the student’s or minor’s development, learning, or psychological functioning;
Causing or permitting a student or minor to be in a situation in which the student or minor
sustains a mental or emotional injury that results in an observable and material impairment in the
student’s or minor’s development, learning, or psychological functioning;
Physical injury that results in substantial harm to a student or minor, or the genuine threat of
substantial harm from physical injury to the student or minor, including an injury that is at
variance with the history or explanation given and excluding an accident or reasonable discipline;
or
Sexual conduct harmful to a student’s or minor’s mental, emotional, or physical welfare.

Employees are also required to make a report if they have cause to believe that an adult was a victim of
abuse or neglect as a child and they determine in good faith that the disclosure of the information is
necessary to protect the health and safety of another child or disabled person.
Reports to Child Protective Services can be made to the Texas Abuse Hotline (800-252-5400). State law
specifies that an employee may not delegate to or rely on another person or adminsistrator to make the
report.
Under state law, any person reporting or assisting in the investigation of reported child abuse or neglect is
immune from liability unless the report is made in bad faith or with malicious intent. In addition, the
district is prohibited from retaliating against an employee who, in good faith, reports child abuse or
neglect or who participates in an investigation regarding an allegation of child abuse or neglect.
An employee’s failure to report suspected child abuse may result in prosecution as a Class A
misdemeanor. In addition, a certified employee’s failure to report suspected child abuse may result in
disciplinary procedures by SBEC for a violation of the Texas Educators’ Code of Ethics.
Employees who suspect that a student has been or may be abused or neglected should also report their
concerns to the campus principal. This includes students with disabilities who are no longer minors.
Employees are not required to report their concern to the principal before making a report to the
appropriate agency.
Reporting the concern to the principal does not relieve the employee of the requirement to report it to the
appropriate state agency. In addition, employees must cooperate with investigators of child abuse and
neglect. Interference with a child abuse investigation by denying an interviewer’s request to interview a
student at school or requiring the presence of a parent or school administrator against the desires of the
duly authorized investigator is prohibited.

Sexual Abuse and Maltreatment of Children
The district has established a plan for addressing sexual abuse and other maltreatment of children, which
may be accessed at http://cfbportal.schoolwires.net. As an employee, it is important for you to be aware
of warning signs that could indicate a child may have been or is being sexually abused or maltreated.
Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as any sexual conduct harmful to a child’s mental,
emotional, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make a reasonable effort to prevent sexual conduct
with a child. Maltreatment is defined as abuse or neglect. Anyone who suspects that a child has been or
may be abused or neglected has a legal responsibility under state law for reporting the suspected abuse or
neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS).
Employees are required to follow the procedures described above in Reporting Suspected Child Abuse.
Personal Use of Electronic Media
Policy DH
Electronic media includes all forms of social media, such as text messaging, instant messaging, electronic
mail (e-mail), Web logs (blogs), electronic forums (chat rooms), video-sharing Web sites (e.g., YouTube),
editorial comments posted on the Internet, and social network sites (e.g., Facebook, MySpace, Twitter,
LinkedIn). Electronic media also includes all forms of telecommunication such as landlines, cell phones,
and Web-based applications.
As role models for the district’s students, employees are responsible for their public conduct even when
they are not acting as district employees. Employees will be held to the same professional standards in
their public use of electronic media as they are for any other public conduct. If an employee’s use of
electronic media interferes with the employee’s ability to effectively perform his or her job duties, the
employee is subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termination of employment. If an employee
wishes to use a social network site or similar media for personal purposes, the employee is responsible for
the content on the employee’s page, including content added by the employee, the employee’s friends, or
members of the public who can access the employee’s page, and for Web links on the employee’s page.
The employee is also responsible for maintaining privacy settings appropriate to the content.
An employee who uses electronic media for personal purposes shall observe the following:




The employee may not set up or update the employee’s personal social network page(s) using the
district’s computers, network, or equipment.
The employee shall not use the district’s logo or other copyrighted material of the district without
express, written consent.
The employee continues to be subject to applicable state and federal laws, local policies,
administrative regulations, and the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators,
even when communicating regarding personal and private matters, regardless of whether the
employee is using private or public equipment, on or off campus. These restrictions include:
o
o
o
o

Confidentiality of student records. [See Policy FL]
Confidentiality of health or personnel information concerning colleagues, unless disclosure
serves lawful professional purposes or is required by law. [See Policy DH (EXHIBIT)]
Confidentiality of district records, including educator evaluations and private e-mail
addresses. [See Policy GBA]
Copyright law [See Policy CY]

o

Prohibition against harming others by knowingly making false statements about a colleague
or the school system. [See Policy DH (EXHIBIT)]

See Use of Electronic Media with Students, below, for regulations on employee communication with
students through electronic media.
Use of Electronic Media with Students
Policy DH
A certified or licensed employee, or any other employee designated in writing by the superintendent or a
campus principal, may communicate through electronic media with students who are currently enrolled in
the district. The employee must comply with the provisions outlined below. All other employees are
prohibited from communicating with students who are enrolled in the district through electronic media.
An employee is not subject to these provisions to the extent the employee has a social or family
relationship with a student. For example, an employee may have a relationship with a niece or nephew, a
student who is the child of an adult friend, a student who is a friend of the employee’s child, or a member
or participant in the same civic, social, recreational, or religious organization.
The following definitions apply for the use of electronic media with students:






Electronic media includes all forms of social media, such as text messaging, instant messaging,
electronic mail (e-mail), Web logs (blogs), electronic forums (chat rooms), video-sharing Web
sites (e.g., YouTube), editorial comments posted on the Internet, and social network sites (e.g.,
Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, LinkedIn). Electronic media also includes all forms of
telecommunication such as landlines, cell phones, and Web-based applications.
Communicate means to convey information and includes a one-way communication as well as a
dialogue between two or more people. A public communication by an employee that is not
targeted at students (e.g., a posting on the employee’s personal social network page or a blog) is
not a communication: however, the employee may be subject to district regulations on personal
electronic communications. See Personal Use of Electronic Media, above. Unsolicited contact
from a student through electronic means is not a communication.
Certified or licensed employee means a person employed in a position requiring SBEC
certification or a professional license, and whose job duties may require the employee to
communicate electronically with students. The term includes classroom teachers, counselors,
principals, librarians, paraprofessionals, nurses, educational diagnosticians, licensed therapists,
and athletic trainers.

An employee who uses electronic media to communicate with students shall observe the following:




The employee may use any form of electronic media except text messaging. Only a teacher,
trainer, or other employee who has an extracurricular duty may use text messaging, and then only
to communicate with students who participate in the extracurricular activity over which the
employee has responsibility.
The employee shall limit communications to matters within the scope of the employee’s
professional responsibilities (e.g., for classroom teachers, matters relating to class work,
homework, and tests; for an employee with an extracurricular duty, matters relating to the
extracurricular activity.













The employee is prohibited from knowingly communicating with students through a personal
social network page; the employee must create a separate social network page (“professional
page”) for the purpose of communicating with students. The employee must enable
administration and parents to access the employee’s professional page.
The employee shall not communicate directly with any student between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7
a.m. An employee may, however, make public posts to a social network site, blog, or similar
application at any time.
The employee does not have a right to privacy with respect to communications with students and
parents.
The employee continues to be subject to applicable state and federal laws, local policies,
administrative regulations, and the Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators,
including:
o Compliance with the Public Information Act and the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA), including retention and confidentiality of student records. [See
Policies CPC and FL]
o Copyright law [Policy CY]
Prohibitions against soliciting or engaging in sexual conduct or a romantic relationship with a
student. [See Policy DF]
Upon request from administration, an employee will provide the phone number(s), social network
site(s), or other information regarding the method(s) of electronic media the employee uses to
communicate with any one or more currently-enrolled students.
Upon written request from a parent or student, the employee shall discontinue communicating
with the student through e-mail, text messaging, instant messaging, or any other form of one-toone communication.

An employee may request an exception from one or more of the limitations above by submitting a written
request to his or her immediate supervisor.
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EDUCATORS’ CODE OF ETHICS
The Texas educator shall comply with standard practices and ethical conduct toward students, professional colleagues, school officials, parents, and members of the community and
shall safeguard academic freedom. The Texas educator, in maintaining the dignity of the profession, shall respect and obey the law, demonstrate personal integrity, and exemplify honesty. The Texas educator, in exemplifying ethical relations with colleagues, shall extend just
and equitable treatment to all members of the profession. The Texas educator, in accepting
a position of public trust, shall measure success by the progress of each student toward realization of his or her potential as an effective citizen. The Texas educator, in fulfilling responsibilities in the community, shall cooperate with parents and others to improve the public
schools of the community. 19 TAC 247.1
1.

Professional Ethical Conduct, Practices, and Performance
Standard 1.1. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engage in
deceptive practices regarding official policies of the District, educational institution, educator preparation program, the Texas Education Agency, or the State Board for Educator
Certification (SBEC) and its certification process.
Standard 1.2. The educator shall not knowingly misappropriate, divert, or use monies,
personnel, property, or equipment committed to his or her charge for personal gain or
advantage.
Standard 1.3. The educator shall not submit fraudulent requests for reimbursement,
expenses, or pay.
Standard 1.4. The educator shall not use institutional or professional privileges for personal or partisan advantage.
Standard 1.5. The educator shall neither accept nor offer gratuities, gifts, or favors that
impair professional judgment or to obtain special advantage. This standard shall not restrict the acceptance of gifts or tokens offered and accepted openly from students, parents of students, or other persons or organizations in recognition or appreciation of service.
Standard 1.6. The educator shall not falsify records, or direct or coerce others to do so.
Standard 1.7. The educator shall comply with state regulations, written local Board policies, and other state and federal laws.
Standard 1.8. The educator shall apply for, accept, offer, or assign a position or a responsibility on the basis of professional qualifications.
Standard 1.9. The educator shall not make threats of violence against District employees, Board members, students, or parents of students.
Standard 1.10. The educator shall be of good moral character and be worthy to instruct
or supervise the youth of this state.
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Standard 1.11. The educator shall not intentionally or knowingly misrepresent his or her
employment history, criminal history, and/or disciplinary record when applying for subsequent employment.
Standard 1.12. The educator shall refrain from the illegal use or distribution of controlled substances and/or abuse of prescription drugs and toxic inhalants.
Standard 1.13. The educator shall not consume alcoholic beverages on school property
or during school activities when students are present.
2.

Ethical Conduct Toward Professional Colleagues
Standard 2.1. The educator shall not reveal confidential health or personnel information
concerning colleagues unless disclosure serves lawful professional purposes or is required by law.
Standard 2.2. The educator shall not harm others by knowingly making false statements about a colleague or the school system.
Standard 2.3. The educator shall adhere to written local Board policies and state and
federal laws regarding the hiring, evaluation, and dismissal of personnel.
Standard 2.4. The educator shall not interfere with a colleague’s exercise of political,
professional, or citizenship rights and responsibilities.
Standard 2.5. The educator shall not discriminate against or coerce a colleague on the
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender, disability, family status, or
sexual orientation.
Standard 2.6. The educator shall not use coercive means or promise of special treatment in order to influence professional decisions or colleagues.
Standard 2.7. The educator shall not retaliate against any individual who has filed a
complaint with the SBEC or who provides information for a disciplinary investigation or
proceeding under this chapter.

3.

Ethical Conduct Toward Students
Standard 3.1. The educator shall not reveal confidential information concerning students unless disclosure serves lawful professional purposes or is required by law.
Standard 3.2. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly treat a student or minor in a manner that adversely affects or endangers the learning, physical
health, mental health, or safety of the student or minor.
Standard 3.3. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly misrepresent
facts regarding a student.
Standard 3.4. The educator shall not exclude a student from participation in a program,
deny benefits to a student, or grant an advantage to a student on the basis of race, color, gender, disability, national origin, religion, family status, or sexual orientation.
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Standard 3.5. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engage in
physical mistreatment, neglect, or abuse of a student or minor.
Standard 3.6. The educator shall not solicit or engage in sexual conduct or a romantic
relationship with a student or minor.
Standard 3.7. The educator shall not furnish alcohol or illegal/unauthorized drugs to any
person under 21 years of age unless the educator is a parent or guardian of that child or
knowingly allow any person under 21 years of age unless the educator is a parent or
guardian of that child to consume alcohol or illegal/unauthorized drugs in the presence
of the educator.
Standard 3.8. The educator shall maintain appropriate professional educator-student
relationships and boundaries based on a reasonably prudent educator standard.
Standard 3.9. The educator shall refrain from inappropriate communication with a student or minor, including, but not limited to, electronic communication such as cell phone,
text messaging, e-mail, instant messaging, blogging, or other social network communication. Factors that may be considered in assessing whether the communication is inappropriate include, but are not limited to:
a.

The nature, purpose, timing, and amount of the communication;

b.

The subject matter of the communication;

c.

Whether the communication was made openly or the educator attempted to conceal the communication;

d.

Whether the communication could be reasonably interpreted as soliciting sexual
contact or a romantic relationship;

e.

Whether the communication was sexually explicit; and

f.

Whether the communication involved discussion(s) of the physical or sexual attractiveness or the sexual history, activities, preferences, or fantasies of either the
educator or the student.

19 TAC 247.2
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Notice of Employee Responsibilities for Reporting
Child Abuse and Neglect
__________________________________________________________________________
What are the District’s policies addressing child abuse or neglect and my responsibilities for reporting suspected child abuse or neglect?
The applicable District policies—FFG(LEGAL), GRA(LEGAL) and (LOCAL), and
DH(LOCAL) and (EXHIBIT)—are enclosed in this packet. This distribution is required
by state law. At regular intervals, these policies will be addressed in staff development
as well. If you have any questions about these policies, please contact Tracy Smith,
Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Schools at (972) 968-6100.
What are my legal responsibilities for reporting if I suspect that a child has been or
may be abused or neglected?
Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected has a legal
responsibility, under state law, for reporting the suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS).
Any District employee, agent, or contractor has an additional legal obligation to submit
the oral or written report within 48 hours of learning of the facts giving rise to the suspicion.
An employee shall make a report if the employee has cause to believe that an adult was
a victim of abuse or neglect as a child and the employee determines in good faith that
disclosure of the information is necessary to protect the health and safety of another
child or an elderly or disabled person.
Are there any restrictions on reporting?
Under state law, an employee is prohibited from using or threatening to use a parent’s
refusal to consent to administration of a psychotropic drug or to any other psychiatric or
psychological testing or treatment of a child as the sole basis for making a report of neglect, unless the employee has cause to believe that the refusal:
Presents a substantial risk of death, disfigurement, or bodily injury to the child; or
Has resulted in an observable and material impairment to the growth, development, or functioning of the child.
To whom do I make a report?
Reports may be made to any of the following:
A law enforcement agency:
Carrollton Police Department

2025 Jackson Road, Carrollton, TX 750061739

(972) 466-3290

Irving Police Department

305 N. O’Connor Road, Irving, TX 75061

(972) 721-2600
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Farmers Branch Police Department

3723 Valley View Lane, Farmers Branch, TX
75234

(972) 484-3620

Dallas Police Department

2014 Main Street, Dallas, TX 75201

(214) 670-3698

Addison Police Department

4799 Airport Parkway, Addison, TX 750013321

(972) 450-7100

Coppell Police Department

130 Town Center Blvd, Coppell, TX 75019

(972) 304-3610

The Child Protective Services (CPS) division of the Texas Department of Family
and Protective Services (1-800-252-5400) or on the Web at
www.txabusehotline.org; or
If applicable, the state agency operating, licensing, certifying, or registering the facility in which the suspected abuse or neglect occurred.
However, if the suspected abuse or neglect involves a person responsible for the care,
custody, or welfare of the child, the report must be made to CPS, unless the report is to
the state agency that operates, licenses, certifies, or registers the facility where the
suspected abuse or neglect took place; or the report is to the Texas Juvenile Justice
Department as a report of suspected abuse or neglect in a juvenile justice program or
facility.
Reporting your suspicion to a school counselor, a principal, or to another school staff
member does NOT fulfill your responsibilities under the law. Furthermore, the District
cannot require you to report your suspicion first to a school administrator.
Will my report be kept confidential?
State law requires that the identity of a person making a report of suspected child abuse
or neglect be kept confidential.
Will I be liable in any way for making a report?
A person who in good faith reports or assists in the investigation of a report of child
abuse or neglect is immune from civil or criminal liability.
What will happen if I don’t report suspected child abuse or neglect?
By failing to report a suspicion of child abuse or neglect:
You may be placing a child at risk of continued abuse or neglect;
You are violating the law and may be subject to legal penalties, including criminal
sanctions;
You are violating Board policy and may be subject to disciplinary action, including
possible termination of your employment; and
Your certification from the State Board for Educator Certification may be suspended, revoked, or canceled.
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What are my responsibilities regarding investigations of abuse or neglect?
State law specifically prohibits school officials from:
Denying an investigator’s request to interview a child at school in connection with
an investigation of child abuse or neglect; or
Requiring that a parent or school employee be present during the interview.
School personnel must cooperate fully and may not interfere with an investigation of reported child abuse or neglect.
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