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Every Sunday after church, CJ and his grandma ride
the bus across town. But today, CJ wonders why they
don't own a car like his friend Colby. Why doesn't he
have an iPod like the boys on the bus? How come they
always have to get off in the dirty part of town? Each
question is met with an encouraging answer from
grandma, who helps him see the beauty—and fun—in
their routine and the world around them.
This energetic ride through a bustling city highlights
the wonderful perspective only grandparent and
grandchild can share, and comes to life through Matt
de la Pena's vibrant text and Christian Robinson's
radiant illustrations.

Get to know Zaha Hadid in this nonfiction picture book
about the famed architect's life and her triumph over
adversity from celebrated author-illustrator Jeanette
Winter.
Zaha Hadid grew up in Baghdad, Iraq, and dreamed of
designing her own cities. After studying architecture
in London, she opened her own studio and started
designing buildings. But as a Muslim woman, Hadid
faced many obstacles. Determined to succeed, she
worked hard for many years, and achieved her
goals—and now you can see the buildings Hadid has
designed all over the world.

Ryan Hart has a lot on her mind—school, self-image,
and especially family. Her dad finally has a new job,
but money is tight. That means some changes, like
selling their second car and moving into a new (old)
house. But Ryan is a girl who knows how to make
sunshine out of setbacks. As her brother says when he
raps about her, she's got the talent that matters most:
it's a talent that can't be seen, she's nice, not mean!
Ryan is all about trying to see the best in people, to be
a good daughter, a good sister, a good friend. But
even if her life isn't everything she would wish for,
when her big brother is infuriating, her parents don't
quite understand, and the unexpected happens, she
always finds a way forward, with grace and wit. And
plenty of sunshine.
Acclaimed author Renée Watson writes her own
version of Ramona Quimby, one starring a Black girl
and her family, in this start to a charming new series.
Every day, nine-year-old Yasmin borrows a book
from Book Uncle, a retired teacher who has set up a
free lending library next to her apartment building.
But when the mayor tries to shut down the rickety
bookstand, Yasmin has to take her nose out of her
book and do something.

Jean-Michel Basquiat and his unique, collage-style
paintings rocketed to fame in the 1980s as a cultural
phenomenon unlike anything the art world had ever
seen. But before that, he was a little boy who saw art
everywhere: in poetry books and museums, in games
and in the words that we speak, and in the pulsing
energy of New York City. Now, award-winning
illustrator Javaka Steptoe's vivid text and bold
artwork echoing Basquiat's own introduce young
readers to the powerful message that art doesn't
always have to be neat or clean—and definitely not
inside the lines—to be beautiful.

Some people collect stamps. Some people collect
coins. Some people collect art. And Jerome? Jerome
collected words . . . In this extraordinary new tale
from Peter H. Reynolds, Jerome discovers the magic
of the words all around him — short and sweet words,
two-syllable treats, and multisyllable words that
sound like little songs. Words that connect,
transform, and empower. From the creator of The Dot
and Happy Dreamer comes a celebration of finding
your own words — and the impact you can have when
you share them with the world.

For curious young minds who ask why? how? what?
when? and then why? again and again, the bestselling
team behind Ada Twist, Scientist has developed a
STEM project book based on the beloved character.
Ada herself will take readers through the scientific
method and introduce them to some of her favorite
sciences, including chemistry, botany, astronomy,
and environmental science. Budding scientists will
solve everyday mysteries and come to think more
critically about the world around them. Like Rosie's
and Iggy's project books, Ada's will be empowering
and kid-friendly, with tons of classroom and parent
appeal. No kid's lab would be complete without it!

Zuri's hair has a mind of its own. It kinks, coils, and curls
every which way. Zuri knows it's beautiful. When Daddy
steps in to style it for an extra special occasion, he has a lot
to learn. But he LOVES his Zuri, and he'll do anything to
make her — and her hair — happy.
Tender and empowering, Hair Love is an ode to loving your
natural hair — and a celebration of daddies and daughters
everywhere.

Every morning, Abuelo walks Sofia to school . . . until
one day, when Abuelo hurts his ankle at a local landfill
and he can no longer do so. Sofia misses her Abuelo
and wonders what she can do about the dangerous
Mount Trashmore. Then she gets an idea—the town
can turn the slimy mess into a park! She brainstorms
and plans and finally works up the courage to go to
City Hall—only to be told by a clerk that she can't build
a park because she's just a kid! Sofia is down but not
out, and she sets out to prove what one kid can do.

Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But
in the same way that different types of plants and
flowers make a garden more beautiful and enjoyable,
different types of people make our world more
vibrant and wonderful.
In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice
Sonia Sotomayor celebrates the different abilities
kids (and people of all ages) have. Using her own
experience as a child who was diagnosed with
diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about children
with all sorts of challenges—and looks at the special
powers those kids have as well. As the kids work
together to build a community garden, asking
questions of each other along the way, this book
encourages readers to do the same: When we come
across someone who is different from us but we're
not sure why, all we have to do is Just Ask.

With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah
knows the first day of school is going to be special. It's
the start of a brand new year and, best of all, it's her
older sister Asiya's first day of hijab—a hijab of
beautiful blue fabric, like the ocean waving to the sky.
But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in the
face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will find new
ways to be strong.
Paired with Hatem Aly's beautiful, whimsical art,
Olympic medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad and Morris
Award finalist S.K. Ali bring readers an uplifting,
universal story of new experiences, the unbreakable
bond between siblings, and of being proud of who you
are.

In this whimsical first book in the Zoey and Sassafras
series, Zoey—a resourceful budding scientist with
brown skin, springy curls, and a cat sidekick—learns
that her mother has been secretly rehabilitating
magical animals in their backyard. Naturally, Zoey
wants to help, but when a sick baby dragon appears
while her mother is away, she must use the tools
available to her to help the dragon survive. Citro plays
Zoey’s anxieties against her can-do attitude,
demonstrating how research, past experience, and
the scientific method can come in handy
(investigating what dragons like to eat, Zoey learns
that they enjoy marshmallows but fish is a better
choice).

I couldn't play on the same playground as the white
kids.
I couldn't go to their schools.
I couldn't drink from their water fountains.
There were so many things I couldn't do.
In 1963 Birmingham, Alabama, thousands of African
American children volunteered to march for their civil
rights after hearing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speak.
They protested the laws that kept black people
separate from white people. Facing fear, hate, and
danger, these children used their voices to change the
world. Frank Morrison's emotive oil-on-canvas
paintings bring this historical event to life, while
Monica Clark-Robinson's moving and poetic words
document this remarkable time.

Lola Levine likes writing in her diario, sipping her
mom's cafe con leche, eating her dad's matzo ball
soup, and playing soccer with her team, the Orange
Smoothies. So what if she doesn't always fit in?
Lola is fierce on the field, but when a soccer game
during recess gets too competitive, she accidentally
hurts her classmate Juan Gomez. Now everyone is
calling her Mean Lola Levine! Lola feels terrible, but
with the help of her family, her super best friend, Josh
Blot, and a little "pencil power," she just might be able
to turn it all around.
In this first book in a series, young readers will be
inspired by Lola's big heart and creative spirit as she
learns to navigate the second grade in true Lola style

