How Accordance Can Help with New Testament Exegesis: Acts
When you are doing exegesis, there are three basic types of information you need:

(1) Lexical — information about specific words —
a. What does this word mean? How do we know?
b. Where else is it used?
c. Do the significant words in this passage occur together elsewhere? How does its/their use
elsewhere shed light on its/their use here?

(2) Literary/grammatical — how words function in sentences, paragraphs, works, collections of
works
a. How does this word function in this sentence (or other syntactical unit)?
b. What is its, and/or its grammatical unit’s, role in the wider literary context?
c. Isthis a common construction or an idiom, or is unusual?

(3) Historical/cultural contextual — this has three perspectives, or axes of investigation:
a. Context of the story/implied narrative (of a letter or poem)
b. Context of the author (if different)
c. Context/Development/Reception of the text

All of this takes place in the larger task of discerning the meaning of a text, and its theological
significance.

Meaning

Theological Significance

Historical-cultural context(s)

Literary Unit

A) Of the story
Word
B) Of he author
: o6 >an?
C) OF the text (what does it mean?
Where else is it used?)

How does this word function in this sentence?




Accordance can help you find all three kinds of information [note that this order does not reflect the
sequence of the exegetical process; also remember that exegesis is an iterative process].

(1) Lexical — information about specific words —
a. What does this word mean? How do we know?
b. Where else is it used?
c. Do the significant words in this passage occur together elsewhere? How does its/their
use elsewhere shed light on its/their use here?
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Use the search bar to navigate to your passage.

2. Click Add Parallel to see your text in another version, including the original languages. For
example, you can have the NRSV text of Act 17:16-34 open in one pane and open the NA28 as a
parallel text in the pane next to it, and thus see both texts at the same time.

It is also possible to open other texts, in another zone, for comparison. For example, you can open
the LXX in a different zone, and see it in both Greek and an English translation:
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Use Instant Details (the Harry
Potter Lightning Scar Button)
to see more information on a
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the instant details button

toggled gives you the
following information:

the lexical form is mopog

and the form that occurs
Acts 17:16 is either an
imperfect middle or

imperfect passive indicative,

3 person singular and it
may be glossed “to
provoke; be upset.”
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Right Click on a word
to see more options for
finding additional
information on a word.
For example, Right
Click on a word such

as Ttopn&vveto and

choose Look Up >
Dictionary to look it up
in a dictionary or
lexicon (e.g., BDAG).

Right Click on a word
and select Search For >
Lexeme [lexical form],
Inflected [exact form],
Root [cognate forms],
Tag [parsing]

—to see where else a
given word occurs.
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The search results are
displayed in a new tab.
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You can expand your
search to see if a given
word occurs in the
Septuagint.

Open the Accordance
Library and select a
version of the LXX
(note: the text may be
in a folder, depending
on how the library is
organized).
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Click the LXX tab that
opens from the

Accordance library and
click in the search box.
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Then, select Search from
the top menu and choose
Enter Command > LINK.

(Note that if more than
one other tab is open, you
will want to select the tab
that has the results from
your initial search)
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Highlight the phrase,
Right Click, and
choose Search For >
Lexeme.

Search For > Lexeme
Search In > Inflected
Look Up > Root
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1Sam. 30:12 ko1 Siddacty avtd xhdope Tohdbng, Kol
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Judg. 15:19 So God split open the hollow place that is
at Lehi, and water came from it. When he drank, his
spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore it was

named En-hakkore, which is at Lehi to this day.

1Sam. 30:12 they also gave him a piece of fig cake and
two clusters of raisins. When he had eaten, his spirit
revived; for he had not eaten bread or drunk water

for three days and three nights.

Note that you can use the
commands under the Search
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You can also add grammatical tags (joined to the word by @) A menu opens that allows you to

to words to form more precise searches: select details, such as Person,
Number, Mood, Gender, etc. (you

From the menu under the Search tab, select Enter Tag > then need only select criteria you wish to
select the part of speech (e.g., Verb). apply to your search term).
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The INFER command can help you discover related passages by finding other occurrences of phrases
found in your passage. There are four steps to using this command:

(1) Open a text in the language you
want to search and use the
search text box to navigate to
your passage (e.g., Acts 17:16-
34).
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(2) Open another text in the same
language (e.g., the LXX), or a
second “copy” of the text you
are using (NA28).
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You may to set the Range of the search
to limit your results to a specific book
or group of books (e.g., the Writings or
Ketuvim); click the plus sign next to
the search box and then use the drop-
down menu.
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(3) Click the tab of the text you
want to search (in this case, the
LXX) to make that tab active,
and place the cursor in the
search box.

Then, from the Search menu

select Enter Command > INFER.
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Note — you can leave most of the
settings (in the dialog box that pops up)
as they are, though you will want to be
sure to select the tab that has the text
you wish to search (note that if you
have more than one tab open, they will
display here).

Click OK to run the search.
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(4) To verify your results, highlight
a word or phrase indicated in
red in your results list, Right
Click on the highlighted word
or phrase, and select Search
Back Linked Text from the
menu; this will show you where
this phrase occurs in your
passage.
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Another good way to find parallel passages is opening the NA28 Apparatus as a parallel text.

[ NRSV with Strong's v| Q~ @ 5

i Verse 33972 of 37521 The cross-references noted under
AA G-B-&- NA28 Greek NT (Sigla) v SRV verse references will be displayed ®

in the instant details pane when
you hover over their references in
TTPOCTETAYUEVOVG KOPOVS “KOUL TOG L Elotd  the apparatus. e

‘TOVTOG TPOOMTOV® THE YRS, Oploog From o1

opofeotac” Thg Katorkiog ovT®dV 27 {ntelv times of th gtence and the boundaries

X WeaeloNe 202 Mo pe sonn sewa cnvgeall seienaun Ploaad o R

AA B~ Nestle-Aland 28 Apparatus (Hg

wolf) v

Gn 1,28; c10 Gn 9,19; 1,14 Sap 7,18 Ps 74,17 |Dt 32,8 o

1505) . 1739. 2818 vg sy co |
T ovTo D* (gig) ; It }- Cl |

AV AV AxYV Acts 17:26 K2

AA A - . 4

o [NRSVS] Deut. 32:8 When the Most High apportioned the nations,
f when he divided humankind, he fixed the boundaries of the peoples
H & according to the number of the gods;

(2) Literary/grammatical — how words function in sentences, paragraphs, works, collections
a. How does this word function in this sentence (or other syntactical unit)?
b. What is its, and/or its grammatical unit’s, role in the wider literary context?
c. Isthis a common construction or an idiom, or is unusual?

One of the best ways to discern the structure of a sentence, and thus see how a given word or phrase
functions in its literary context, is sentence diagraming. Accordance has a built-in diagramming
function:
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To use the diagram function,
select a portion of text you
would like to diagram, and

. ‘ Parsing
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Language Tools
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Drag and drop lines to represent
grammatical relationships
(subject, object, modifier, etc.)
and then drag words from the
text that fill these roles.

= Interiection
"= Noun
= Particle

== Preposition
-

A lexicon often provides useful grammatical information about a word or phrase; for example, looking
up derordawovestépoug in BDAG offers useful information on the phrase wg¢ delc18awovestépoug

VoG Oewpd in Acts 17:22:

in the laudatory introduction of Paul’s speech
before the Areopagus Ac 17:22 it must mean
devout, religious (so X., Cyr. 3, 3, 58, Ages. 11, §;
Aristot,, Pol. 5, 11 p. 13154, 1; Kaibel 607, 3 naot

@1log OvnTolg €iC T abavaTovg detc1daipnmy) comp.
for superl. (as Diog. L. 2, 132): dei518aipovestépong

vuag Oewpa | perceive that you are very devout
people Ac 17:22

You can also find much useful syntactical information (i.e., about how words and phrases are combined
to convey meaning) by consulting a grammar, for example, Wallace’s Greek Grammar Beyond the
Basics. Using the Amplify function allows you to find places where Wallace refers to your passage (or
to a given Greek word or syntactical construction).



Use the Amplify .

function to look up
information in another
source (text or tool); for
example, click on a verse
reference (e.g., Acts 17:22),
open the Amplify menu, and
choose Grammars >
Wallace’s Greek Grammar
Beyond the Basics to see if
the verse you are studying
is referenced in that
grammar.
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Dictionaries >

Commentaries >
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Hebrew Lexicons >

Grammars > Burton's NT Greek Moods & Tenses
Visual > Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar (GKC)
Cross-references > Jouon-Muraoka Hebrew Grammar
Biblical Studies > Conybeare & Stock’s LXX Grammar
Apparatus > Robertson’s Grammar of NT Greek

Greek Studies > Wallace's Greek Grammar Beyond Basics
Semitic Studies > Waltke & O’Connor’s Hebrew Syntax
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| perceive how very religious you are in every way

The KJV has "I perceive that in all things ye are too
superstitious.” But such a translation is unnecessary
linguistically, since the comparative has a well-
established usage as an elative in Koine Greek.
Furthermore, this particular term, deic18aipmv, is used in

other literature in a neutral [p. 301] sense often
enough;® and “in the laudatory introduction of Paul’s
speech before the Areopagus . . . it must mean religious.
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You can also find relevant
topics by choosing a type of
search in the

(for example, Scripture, or
Greek Content) and
entering relevant search
terms (a scripture reference,
or a Greek term). You can
then browse through the
hits using the Hit arrows at
the bottom of the screen.

Alternatively, you can
browse the Table of
Contents for relevant
sections by clicking the
contents icon to open the
Table of Contents.
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Accordance will even give you the proper citation; Right Click in the source you are using and select

Copy As - Bibliography:

Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: an Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament.

Accordance electronic ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

(3) Historical/cultural contextual — this has three perspectives, or axes of investigation:

a. Context of the story/implied narrative (of a letter or poem)

Use the Amplify =&
function to look up
information in another
source (text or tool); for
example, click on the word
“Athens” and then select the
International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE)
under Dictionaries to see
an entry on this city, and
see why Paul might be
making this speech in this
city.
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| | Hebrew Texts > A B2

Y Latin Texts > +) 28 | (1s8E v| Q- D Athen Q=EC#

:  OtherTexts > | Jcompare [ Jiive click B [ Add Parallel v | SAND_&) Ll - e'q
Context o5y "] 2= Paragraph 5842 of 61674 2 exact hits | Add Notes v

9 Text Browser Ctrl+6

AA =~ ISBE (J. E. Harry)

) Dictionaries o4 BHS Latin Key
Commentaries > Easton'’s Bible Dictionary Athens ath'enz (A87von): In antiquity the celebrated metropolis of Attica, now
Greek Lexicons C=1aiens Dictionany the capital of Greece. Two long walls, 250 ft. apart, connected the city with the
Hebrew Lexicons > ISBE harbor (Peiraeus). In Acts 17 we are told what Paul did during his single sojourn
Grammars > Latin Dictionary in this famous city. He came up from the sea by the new road (N. of the ancient)
Visual >| Hitchcock's Bible Names Dictionary along which were altars of unknown gods, entered the city from the W., and

N Cross eterences [l Topicainces passed by the Ceramicus (burial-ground), which can be seen to this day, the
Biblical Studies G Nave's Topical Bible “Theseum,” the best preserved of all Greek temples, and on to the Agora

y{[B oparatiss 2| Dict of Flace Names (Market-Place), just N. of the Acropolis, a steep hill, 200 ft. high, in the center of
Sleeksudies DIl 2t dance Meduleiinto the city. Cimon began and Pericles completed the work of transforming this

You can also use the Bl oo

Ampllfy function to see [ PhotoGuide Overview v | Q- Athens

visual depictions of (AND ¢) IR Acts 17:16

geographic locations —
2= Paragraph 360 of 3691

|

mentioned in the text,
AA =~

PhotoGuide Overview (David L

for example, “Athens.”

Figure 2: The Temple of Erechtheion in the Athenian Acropolis. The Erechtheion
Erechtheusin. It commemorates the spot where Poseidon and Athena battled
tree, her sacred symbol. The most dominent feature of the Erechtheion is the
center of the figure.

b. Context of the author (if different)

The best way to find information on a given book of the Bible, including authorship, when it was
written, overview of the contents, etc. is looking up the book in a Bible dictionary, such as

Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible.

Open the Accordance Library, and

find dictionaries listed under Tools. Q- search Any Category
RECENTLY OPENED * | [ Eerdmans Dict. || Q- @D A<
With the search type set to “Entry,” .SBE_ IZ Page 15 b
search for the book you are studying B 128 Greee NT (igh AA #- Eerdmans Dictionary (Christopher R
by name of the book, e.g., “Acts.” [ NRSV with Strong’s ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
. Wallace's Greek Grammar Beyond Basics The fifth book of the NT. Composed by t
Gospel of Luke. the book of Acts represe




c. Context/Development/Reception of the text

One important aspect of exegesis that Accordance makes infinitely easier is textual criticism

For example, you can open the critical
apparatus as a parallel text, | EECETEEER.
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This makes useful information about various manuscripts and sigla available in the Instant Details
pane:
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