
Social Science Department 

United States History II 

June 8-12 

 

 

Greetings USII Students! We hope you are safe and well with your families! Below 

is the lesson plan for this week: 

 
 

US II Topic 5. The Cold War: The United States learns to navigate through the 

concepts of globalization and domestic conservatism during the 1980’s and 1990’s.   

 

Supporting Questions:  

1. How did communism and the Berlin Wall come to an end? 

2. How does globalization affect the United States? 

3. How have social changes such as conservatism and technology impacted politics and American culture?  

 

Practice Standard(s):  

 

1. Organize information and data from multiple primary and secondary sources. 

2. Argue or explain conclusions, using valid reasoning and evidence. 

 

Weekly Learning Opportunities: 

 

1. Read the Cold War Overview  

 

2. Active Reading and Discussion Questions 
 

3. Choose 1 of the remaining 2 sections (II or III): Cold War Timeline and/or Cold War Media 

opportunities. Follow the specific directions for each and complete them demonstrating your best effort.  

 
 

Long Term Opportunities: 

 

• If you wish to express your feelings or observations in writing or visual about current events including, 

but not limited to: the Covid-19 pandemic, the contrast between the peaceful demonstrators v. the rioters 

and looters fueled by the death of George Floyd, the federal, state and local management of the 

pandemic or of the demonstrations, NASA and Space-X working together to rocket two American 

astronauts from US soil to the Space Station, or your personal experience with any current event. 

 
 

Additional Resources: 

 

• The Century: America's Time - 1971-1975: Approaching the Apocalypse: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cLvv5FH0FA 

 

• The Century: America's Time - 1971-1975: 1976-1980: Starting Over 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vus0FTWWcXE 

 

 

Note to students: Your Social Science teacher will contact you with specifics regarding the above assignments 

in addition to strategies and recommendations for completion. Please email your teacher with specific questions 

and/or contact during office hours. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cLvv5FH0FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vus0FTWWcXE
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Assignment 1: Cold War Overview 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

• Actively read the below overview and then the following 5 brief accounts of events at 

the end of, and in the decade to follow the Cold War.  Answer the two questions found 

at the bottom of each in the space provided.   

 

The Cold War was the tense relationship between the United States (and its allies), and 

the Soviet Union (the USSR and its allies) between the end of World War II and the fall of the 

Soviet Union. By 1948, the Soviet Union had installed communist-leaning governments in 

Eastern European countries that the USSR had liberated from Nazi control during the war. The 

Americans and British feared the spread of communism into Western Europe and beyond. 

because western democracies had always been hostile to the idea of a communist state. The 

United States had refused recognition of the USSR for 16 years after the Bolshevik takeover.  

 

It is called the "Cold" War because the US and the USSR never actually fought each 

other directly (which would be a “Hot War”). It was waged mainly on political & economic 

grounds. The Cold War was marked by the democratic capitalist in the west and communist 

nations in eastern Europe and Asia. By 1950 Europe's capitalist and communist nations were 

divided by an 'Iron Curtain'. The Cold War goals for the United States was to influence 

international developments in the post-WW II era and to isolate the Soviet Union from spreading 

communism, encourage democracy and to promote open markets for the US goods. 

 

In the late 1980s the new Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev made an effort to make an 

ally of the United States to fix world problems caused by the war, with the ultimate aim of 

eliminating nuclear weapons completely. However, this did not take place because the President 

of the United States, Ronald Reagan, insisted on having a nuclear missile defense system. The 

people of the Soviet Union were divided on their feelings about this. Some wanted President 

Gorbachev to fight harder to eliminate nuclear weapons, while others did not want him to be 

talking to the United States at all. These mixed feelings created an atmosphere of political in-
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fighting, and the people were no longer united behind one goal. Because of this, the Communist 

Party started to crumble. 

 

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and without Communist rule holding together the 

countries that comprised the Soviet Union, the USSR, broke into smaller countries. The nations 

of Eastern Europe returned to capitalism, and the period of the Cold War was over. The Soviet 

Union ended in December 1991. 

 

Not all historians agree on when the Cold War ended. Some think it ended when the 

Berlin Wall fell. Others think it ended when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991. Or perhaps it 

never really came to an end…are you feeling COLD? 
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1. __________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part II: End of the Cold War Timeline 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

 

• Create a Timeline of the 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s from the dates and events found in 

the 5 readings above.  

 

 

• A good timeline will have at least 15 or more specific events from the above readings. 

Try to summarize each event in 1-2 sentences. If you wish to include visuals, this is 

encouraged! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 9 of 10 
 

Part III: Media Opportunities 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

• Watch one or more/all of the following 4 video choices. It doesn’t have to be the entire 

video…you decide. (You may not know which one or ones you like best until you’ve 

taken a quick look at all of them first) 

 

• Imagine that you are a journalist who is living during this time. Write a 1-3 paragraph 

(or more) account of any scenario(s)/event(s) that you find interesting or compelling. 

That is, be convincing to the reader that you actually were there and that you hope that 

your “primary source” article will be read by students today and for all time, so that those 

readers will be able to appreciate what it was like to live during the Cold War and its 

conclusion.  

 

Choices: 

 

1. The Cold War: 1917 - 1991 – Documentary (28:37)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTu9JkxiOtU 

 

 (Hint…If you begin at 23:10 you’ll have a good understanding of Reagan, 

Gorbachev, the Berlin Wall coming down and the end of the Cold War. 

 

 

2. The Cold War - summary of main stages of conflict (7:46) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsDrYh2Af5Y 

 

This is very brief but uses global maps to help you understand the global scope of 

the tension between the two superpowers and other countries that were involved, 

whether by choice or by force. 

 

 

3. The Century: America's Time - 1981-1989: A New World (43:27) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNwrhgFrqSU 

 

A very comprehensive look at the 1980’s including medical issues, technology, the 

economy, the military, the falling of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War. 

 

 

4. The Century: America's Time - The 90s And Beyond: Then and Now (44:44) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtSNgdkwXkU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTu9JkxiOtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsDrYh2Af5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNwrhgFrqSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtSNgdkwXkU
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Life at the end of the Cold War and just after the Cold War. Much like video #3, 

but focusing on the 1990’s. 


