Returning to
Giggleswick
Our plan to keep you safe at school

Welcome
Welcome to Giggleswick from our beautiful campus,
here in the Yorkshire Dales. There are many of us
who have had the benefit of living here throughout
the Covid-19 crisis and we are all looking forward
to the day when we can once again share this
special place with all the people who make up the
community that is Giggleswick.
Over the past weeks we have been working hard
to continue to deliver the excellence in Giggleswick
education through our virtual school. But we all
know that there is no substitute for face to face
learning and interaction, and this is why we have
been carefully developing plans to ensure everyone
can safely return to learning on site. The purpose
of this document is to outline these plans and to
give the reassurance that our safety measures will
protect the welfare of our whole community.
Safeguarding the health and wellbeing of all the
pupils in our school has always and will always be
our first priority. We want everyone to feel confident
in their term time home and welcome amongst its
community. To ensure that this happens we have
taken advice from government bodies and health
professionals to put in place the very highest of
safety standards. Some of these you will be familiar
with from across the world and others are measures
put in place to address the very specific threat of
the virus. All of them are there to protect the pupils,
staff and wider community of which we are a part.

School site & location
Giggleswick is located in a rural area of the stunning
Yorkshire Dales. As one of the national parks of
England it is an area of outstanding natural beauty
and low population density. Opportunities for large
groups of people to gather, outside of school, are
rare. Our school site is spread out over a 215 acre
site, across the space of which pupils travel outdoors
between the classrooms, the boarding houses, the
dining facilities and the co-curricular areas.
We have introduced new mechanisms to control
the flow of people on site and to ensure external
visitors are kept off site. These measures include
limited and controlled entry points, one way systems
for all pedestrians flows, and staggered timetables
to reduce congestion. Across the site there are
frequent hand sanitizer stations, and all pupils will
be reminded to wash their hands whenever entering
or leaving their houses. (This happens on a very
frequent basis in a busy boarding school).

Boarding & pastoral care
Giggleswick has always prided itself on the high
standard of pastoral care, and whilst the current
situation has forced us to re-shape our structures, it
does not alter the levels of support that we offer to
all of our students. Our Houses will have a degree
of adjustment, with tighter scheduling around
movement to ensure each cohort remains safe. We
will create smaller ‘households’ within each house,
who will have contact with their personal tutor,
as we have trialled during the virtual school. This
will create a very bespoke level of support for all
of our students whilst still maintaining the social
experience of boarding at Giggleswick.
It is our intention to offer the majority of full
boarders single rooms, and where this cannot be
achieved there will be careful boundaries put in
place to ensure social distancing remains. All rooms
will be well ventilated throughout the day and night.
Our bathrooms have very low ratios of pupils to
facility and all will have single use occupancy.

Learning
At Giggleswick we recognise that a good proportion
of learning takes place beyond the classroom and
this is why the daily timetable for all students will
mean that they learn in many other settings than
the classroom. Indeed our emphasis upon learning
in the outdoors means that much of our curriculum
can be safely delivered in the open. Where learning
necessitates being indoors we are fortunate to have
large classrooms and small class sizes that allow
social distancing to be observed in well ventilated
rooms.
When pupils have to isolate or are unable to attend
lessons our recent success in delivering online
learning during the imposed lockdown, means
that all pupils can continue to access their lessons
remotely.
Movement between classrooms and across
the campus will be carefully directed to avoid
congestion at entry and exit points to buildings.

Co-curricular activities & sport
At Giggleswick we have a vast range of sports
and activities on offer, many of which already
accommodate social distancing protocols. We are
also adjusting our programme to ensure that no
pupil has to take part in close contact sports without
the sport’s governing body protection measures in
place.

Medical provision, support & precautions
At Giggleswick we have a fully-staffed Medical Centre with 24 hour a day cover
provided in term time by a team of fully-trained nurses, and a team of doctors
from the local surgery. It is an extensive resource with modern equipment and
the strictest of hygiene measures that would be expected of such a facility, with
the ability to contain and support any student who needs medical assistance.
All houses will be taking the temperature of the students at regular intervals
throughout the day, and taking swift action to isolate any student exhibiting
a concern, as well as anyone from their ‘household’ with whom they have had
regular contact. This will remain in place until a quarantine period has been served,
or until they are confirmed as not carrying the virus.
Should any child become unwell, we will follow our usual strict protocols to ensure
that they are safe and isolated, whether through our own facility or through other
local facilities, as appropriate.
We have already introduced routines for the use of equipment, hand-washing,
deep-cleaning regimes and social distancing as we have opened up parts of our
site for junior students during June and July. We have also made adjustment to
our uniform expectations to ensure that clothes can be easily and frequently
washed. This includes no longer wearing ties and jackets.
Members of the school community will be permitted to wear face masks, without
any stigma attached to their decision, although this will not be mandatory for
students or staff except when on school transport. Students are welcome to bring
their own masks and there will be an opportunity for them to buy these through
the school shop.
As with UK Government guidelines staff supporting close contact with children
who may be unwell will be required to wear PPE, but there will be no expectation
that they will have to wear this at other times.
We are also aware of the psychological demands that this period of unease has
placed upon our students and we will continue to provide emotional support
via our pastoral team and our school counsellor, to ensure that every student is
physically and emotionally well whilst at Giggleswick.

Returning to school
As per the current UK Government guidelines,
we will be opening our school for international
boarders two weeks early to allow for the necessary
quarantine measures, for a small charge. This will
be run by the Giggleswick pastoral team, and
will allow students the opportunity to familiarise
themselves with the school site, our facilities, and
the community of staff and fellow students. We
will ensure that all students are offered learning
activities and support throughout this time on
site, so that this is a positive experience and fully
prepares them for the start of term.
We are developing plans to pick up international
pupils from the airport using our own minibuses and
staff. As the situation on flights becomes clearer we
will inform parents further.

Support during the term
Giggleswick will remain open for boarders at exeats
and at half-term, for two weeks, to ensure that our
international students are not adversely affected
should quarantine restrictions still be in place.
At the end of term we will be flexible with departure
dates for international students to allow them to
return home and serve any necessary quarantine
requirements in their home country. During any such
time learning can continue online.
In the event of another Covid-19 outbreak, we will
ensure that all our boarders are safe within the
boarding houses, using the methods described
throughout this document. We will undoubtedly
make alterations to how lessons and activities are
delivered to minimise the flow of people around the
campus even further, but we would still be able to
maintain the social and cultural experience within
the school day.

Keeping in touch
The care of all pupils works most successfully when
there is frequent communication between home and
school. At Giggleswick the primary point of contact
with the school is always through the housemaster
of housemistress. You will be sent full contact details
of the relevant person for your child and they will
send you frequent updates on your child’s health,
wellbeing and academic progress. It is for this
reason that it is vitally important that the school is
always kept up to date on your contact details, and
that there is permission in place to contact known
guardians or agents should translation be required.
The school keeps all parents up to date on all school
events through a weekly newsletter and an online
parent portal, and this will be used to keep you
informed of any changes in approach that the school
may take in responding to the pandemic.

