Online Resources for DMin Students

Sophi (i.e., the main library search interface, or the catalog)
When you are looking for sources on a
topic, vs. a particular book, it often
works best to use the Advanced Search
function.
Note that you can also access this by clicking in
the search box and hitting enter.

When using library resources offcampus, you will be prompted to login
for full access.

Use the same username and password
you use to gain access to your Austin
Seminary email account.
Once you are logged in, you will have
access to full-text journal articles and ebooks.

The Advanced Search function presents
you with multiple search boxes, each
with a drop-down menu that provides
options for choosing your search
criterion (title, author, subject, etc.).
These allow you to narrow your search.

The filters in the left-hand column
allow you to refine your results.
For example, use the “Publication
Date” slider to limit results to
items published since 1989.

Clicking “Show More” under Filter by
Resource Type opens a window that allows
you to narrow your results to e-books and
journal articles. This can be handy if you are
off campus, or the library is closed

If the full-text of an item (a journal
article or e-book) is available, there
will be a link to the PDF or other
format.

If we do not have an item,
we can often obtain a copy
through interlibrary loan.

Excursus: Regarding E-books
Logging in to e-books from off campus is a little like going through three locked doors, each with a
different key:
(1) First, if you have not already done so, you need to log in to Sophi (the library search interface)
using your Austin Seminary credentials. You may see a popup box that looks like this:

Click “Login for full access” and you will be prompted to enter you Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary username and password:

(2) If you want to download (i.e., borrow) an e-book (vs. simply reading it online), you may also
need to login to the e-book provider’s interface (e.g., EBSCO or ProQuest)
a. You will need to create an account for each e-book provider, and thus will have to enter
different credentials, depending on which is providing access to the e-book.
b. Thankfully, once you have this set up, you can set your browser to remember your
username and password.
c. If you forget your login, you can use the “forgot password” function, or send an email to
libraryiq@austinseminary.edu.
d. Some interfaces, like Project Muse, do not require a log-in. Bless you, Project Muse.
For example, if you want to download (borrow) an e-book that we have acquired through
EBSCO, you will be prompted to login to your EBSCO account:

Note that this is different from your Austin Seminary account, and thus will require a different
username and password.

ProQuest has a similar login prompt. Note that this is yet another account (distinct from both
your Austin Seminary account, and your EBSCO account):

(3) In many cases, to download the book, you will need to have Adobe Digital Editions
a. Adobe Digital Editions is software the unlocks the digital rights management (DRM)
software, which prevents honest folks from taking more of an e-book than the publisher
wants (and presents a slight obstacle to hackers who work around it anyway).
b. The first time you use Adobe Digital Editions, it will ask you to “authorize” the device
you are using with an Adobe ID. Note that if you want to gain access to an e-book on
more than one device, you will need to authorize each device with the same Adobe ID.

c. When you download the e-book, you can gain access to it in your Adobe Digital Editions
library, which you can find by clicking the Adobe Digital Editions icon on your computer
desktop or tablet home screen, or finding it listed among your programs/apps.
d. Note that you can download an e-book for a set loan period (usually 7 days), after which
you will not be able to gain access to it; you can, however, download an e-book more
than once.

While this is all a bit daunting the first time, the good news is in most cases you can ask your browser
to remember all these login credentials so you do not have to remember all of this every time. Once
you have all this in place, the process is fairly quick and relatively painless.
One suggestion: if you want to read an e-book on a tablet, it works best to go through this process on
the device you want to use. It will usually work if you use a different device, but sometimes it does not
sync well between devices, and if you ever used a different Adobe Digital Editions log-in, it will not
sync at all.
Now back to your regularly scheduled handout . . .
You may be thinking, “by the time I download an e-book, or request an ILL, I will have forgotten
what I was searching for in the first place.” First, allow me to commend you for your use of the
future perfect tense. Second, allow me to thank you for a perfect segue to FOLDERS.

The folder icon allows you to
select items that look
especially relevant and place
them in a folder for review.

You can see the items you have placed in your folder by clicking the Folder icon in the top menu bar.

From the folder, you can select items and email them to yourself (this will also include the full-text file, if
available).

You can also save or print the records for select items, or export them to a bibliographic management program
like RefWorks or Zotero. Note that the items will disappear when you close the browser, or if it times out.

If you sign-in to your EBSCO account, the items will remain in your folder, and you can gain access to them
from any computer with internet access. You can also create subfolders to organize your research by class or
topic. (Note that creating an EBSCO account is free, but this is different from your APTS log-in [it is the same
EBSCO account you use to gain access to e-books provided by EBSCO]).

Clicking the title of an item (whether it is in your folder, or in your initial results list) takes you to that item’s
record. This provides access to the following:
(1) A link to the full text of the item, if available
(2) A list of Subject Terms; these are links that you can use to begin a new search for other items on the
same subject
(3) Various options for printings, saving, and citing the item
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Using the links under Subject Terms to begin a new search is a good way to find other relevant results. Note
that you can also refine this search by including additional search terms.

The “Cite” function generates a model citation that you can copy (be sure to check the citation to make sure it is
correct).

Atla Religion Database
Atla is an essential resource for scholarly research in religion and theology. You can gain access to it by
clicking the Atla Database link below the main search box on the library homepage:

Much like the main search interface, there are multiple search boxes in which to enter your search terms:

Also like the main library search interface (Sophi), Atla retrieves both full-text results and results that we can
request through interlibrary loan. Atla offers the same folders (they are the same as your EBSCO folders, and
use the same login).

Item records in Atla include options for citing the article [1], and subject term hyperlinks that can be used to
initiate a new search [2].
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So, why would you want to use Atla, in addition to the main search interface? Two reasons:
(1) Because Atla is an index of articles and essays on subjects related to religion and theology, the results
are more likely to be relevant. It thus serves as a kind of filter, removing irrelevant results.
(2) The Atla Religion Database allows you to find scholarly journal articles and essays about a particular
scripture passage like Ps 96.9 “worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” There are two ways to gain
access to this feature:

First, you can click the “Scriptures” tab in the
blue top-level menu bar.

This opens the ATLA Hierarchical Scripture
Authority, which allows you to search by
scrolling through a list of the books of the Bible
in canonical order.

Clicking [Expand] next to the name of the book
of the Bible, e.g., Psalms, will open a list of all
the chapters in that book.

Note: while you can expand to the verse level, it works
best to use the chapter level, since you are less likely to
miss relevant results.

The second way to search for articles on a
passage of Scripture in Atla is the Bible Citation
Index. You can gain access to this by clicking
“More” (or the three dots) and choosing
“Indexes.”

Then choose “Bible Citation” from the dropdown index (or in this case, the drop up index)
next to Browse an Index:

Once you have selected “Bible Citation” as your
index, type your scripture passage, e.g., “psalms
96” (and yes, it does call it “Psalms 96” – they
did not ask me).

This generates a checklist of various verse
ranges; select one or more and click “Add.”

This creates a formatted list in the search box,
comprising all the passages you have selected.
Click “Search” to run the search.

Note that this method allows you to create much
more refined and precise searches. However,
sometimes it can be advantageous to begin your
search more broadly, since a more refined
search may exclude some relevant, and/or useful
results.

Because we have access to ATLA on the EBSCO platform, it is also possible to search across multiple
databases at the same time. This can be quite useful when researching an interdisciplinary topic, like the
theological significance of beauty in Christian thought.

Click “Choose
Databases”

Check the boxes to
choose individual
databases on
relevant topics, or
choose
“Select/deselect all”

The results drawn from multiple databases are compiled in a single list:

Other tools (listed under Databases) on the Research Tools page
In addition to Atla Relgion Database, you may find it helpful to consult some of the other research tools that
may be found on the Research Tools page on the library’s website.

Credo Reference
Credo Reference can be an
excellent place to begin your
research, especially if it is more
interdisciplinary in nature. It
provides access to several good
academic reference works in a
single search interface.

The results page comprises a list of articles drawn from various dictionaries and encyclopedias:

You can refine
your results, for
example, by
selecting a
particular subject.

This can lead you to sources you might not have considered (or known about) otherwise:

Articles are cross-linked with
other, possibly relevant content

Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception Online
While the search interface is somewhat cumbersome (and the product is still incomplete), EBR offers
much useful information.
On the landing page, click “ACCESS CONTENT”

Type your search term(s) (e.g., “racism,”) in the search box in the column on the left side of the screen.
EBW discusses in detail how concepts such as “foreignness” are used, interpreted, and adapted in the Bible,
how the concept of exile has been received and interpreted by Jewish and Christian (and other) faith
communities, and how exile has been portrayed, and/or cited, and/or alluded to in literature, music, and film.

JSTOR: Religion and Theology archive collection
This collection covers the history and philosophy of religious thought spanning traditions, periods, and critical
approaches. Note that JSTOR also retrieves chapters from select e-books (available through JSTOR). If
available, you can download a PDF of individual chapters.

You can also refine your
results by date or content type

Ministry Matters
Ministry Matters provides online access to essential Bible reference works such as New Interpreter's
Bible and New Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, as well as the Bicentennial edition of Wesley's Works and
resources for preaching and church ministry.

You can browse to see categorized lists of the reference works that are included with the library’s subscription,
or you can open the SEARCH tab to search for content on a given topic:

Oxford Biblical Studies Online
OBSO provides access to several high-quality scholarly reference works on the Bible, including
dictionaries and encyclopedias.

You can use the search box on the main
page to search for your topic (e.g.,
“racism”).

This retrieves results from the various
reference works included in the database.

You can also select
an individual
reference work.

This opens a list of
all the OUP
reference works
included in OBSO.

Click “TOOLS &
RESOURCES,”
then scroll down
and click
“Reference Works.”

Many entries are crossreferenced with relevant entries
in other dictionaries and
encyclopedias in the database.

Where to Find Other DMin Projects
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
Austin Seminary DMin projects from 2013 and forward are in ProQuest Dissertations & Theses database.

Research in Ministry (RIM)
A searchable database that indexes and abstracts, project reports, and theses from more than 50 Doctor of
Ministry and Doctor of Missiology programs accredited by the Association of Theological Schools in the
United States and Canada.

TREN (Theological Research Exchange Network)
The Theological Research Exchange Network (TREN) is a library of over 10,000 theological thesis/dissertation
titles representing research from as many as 70 different institutions. Titles may be ordered online through their
search and order system. Austin Seminary DMin projects submitted prior to 2013 may be found in TREN.

